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Cool vibes
Three days of top-tier music 
coming in the first House of Jazz 
Festival. See Arts & Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Decision time
17 local legislative candidates 
answer 5 questions on 2026’s top 
issues. See Pages 8B-15B.

Group pitches housing for adults with special needs

MAUSD explores 
6th grade move 

Lincoln group marks 140 
years serving community 

Beeman closure could go to vote

Boosters land $253K grant for skatepark

ACSD girding for a 
difficult budget year

New plan 
lays out 
how region 
can grow

Eyes community, student input 

(See Beeman study, Page 17A)

(See ACSD, Page 13A)(See Skatepark, Page 16A)

(See Housing, Page 15A)

(See Regional plan, Page 12A)

(See Lincoln, Page 18A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
LINCOLN — A lot has changed 

in Lincoln since 1886. 
The past 140 years have seen 

the arrival of new technology, 
destructive floods and fires, 
residents moving in and out of 
town, and the construction of 
new municipal buildings and 

community spaces in the little 
mountain town. 

But throughout all of those 
changes, at least one thing has 
remained the same — the Lincoln 
Ladies Aid Industria’s efforts to 
support the local community. 

The volunteer, philanthropic 

(See Sixth-graders, Page 17A)

By MARIN HOWELL 
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
Board on Tuesday unanimously 
decided to explore moving sixth-
graders to Mount Abraham Union 
Middle/High School. 

The board will now outline what 
it wants out of a study on the issue, 
such as the academic outcomes of 
moving sixth-graders into middle 

school and potential transportation 
impacts. 

Board members also said 
they’ll seek community feedback 
throughout the process.  

“I would hope that the degree 
to which we can get some buy-in, 
especially if we decide to move 
forward with moving children out 
of their elementary schools, is of 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s ramp up to 

a new concrete skatepark just got super gnarly.
Organizers of the skatepark — to be located 

in the town’s recreation park, near the bike 
pump track — confirmed the project has 
received a $253,125 grant through the Vermont 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. 
That Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) grant represents the largest recreation-
specific grant the town of Middlebury has 
ever received, noted Jill Quackenbush of the 
Middlebury Skatepark Project (MSP), the 
group that’s spent around four years working to 

make the project a reality.
“We learned (the state had) selected our 

project for LWCF funds last year, but there 
was a long process involving federal reviews, 
with a lot of back-and-forth and details needing 
to be ironed out,” Quackenbush said. “So we 

As Vermont’s education 
system moves through significant 
changes under Act 170, Addison 
Northwest School District 
officials want to understand what 
the community knows, what 
questions it has, and what matters 
most to ANWSD stakeholders in 
Vergennes, Ferrisburgh, Panton, 
Addison and Waltham. ANWSD 
is required to participate in 
a regional study process with 
neighboring districts, but any 
final decision about a district 

By MARIN HOWELL 
NEW HAVEN — Voters in New 

Haven could be asked next month 
whether they’d like the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
Board to study the closure or 

repurposing of Beeman Elementary 
School. 

The idea to field a nonbinding 
referendum of that nature to New 
Haven residents came up at the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s 

newest neighborhood could soon 
host a cluster of service-supported 
homes for adults with intellectual 
and development disabilities — 
one of the most under-served 
demographics in Vermont’s already 
tight housing market.

A group calling itself the 
Developmental Disabilities 
Housing Initiative of Addison 
County, or DDHIAC, is proposing 
to develop nine units of supported 
housing at 77 Seminary St. Ext. — 

otherwise known as lot 18 of the 
Stonecrop Meadows subdivision. 
Seven of those units would 
serve adults with developmental 
disabilities; the other two units 
would be reserved as workforce 
housing for on-site staff to 
support those residing in the seven 
DDHIAC units.

A lot of work and fundraising 
will have to be done before 
DDHIAC can become a reality. 
But you have to start somewhere, 
and the nonprofit DDHIAC — 
made up of families who are living 

the challenge of caring for adult 
children with special needs — 
aren’t strangers to hard work.

Phil Pedlikin is president of 
DDHIAC, and has a son, 27-year-
old Ethan, who’s living with Down 
syndrome.

“When I moved here two years 
ago with my son, Ethan, the first 
thing parents started talking about 
was the lack of housing — and in 
particular, the lack of a range of 
housing for independent living for 
people with disabilities,” he told 
the Middlebury selectboard at a 

recent meeting.
It’s been a simmering issue since 

1993, when the state closed the 
former Brandon Training School, 
which was the main residential 
facility for adult Vermonters with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.

Then-Gov. Howard Dean stated 
at the time, “We will continue 
to assure the individuals receive 
support and services; we will 
continue to assure that those 
services meet acceptable levels 
of quality; we will continue to 

assure that persons receiving the 
services are free from abuse and 
neglect or mistreatment; to assure 
that the folks taking care of the 
people needing these services have 
adequate training and support. So, 
our commitment does not end with 
the closing of this institution.”

DDHIAC members argue that 
promise hasn’t been kept.

With seemingly good intentions, 
the Vermont Agency of Human 
Services reasoned in 1993 that 
special-needs adults would benefit 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The start 

of the 2027-2028 academic year 
is almost 11 months away, but the 
Addison Central School District 
board is already planning for it.

And justifiably worrying about it.
Matt Corrente, ACSD director of 

finance and operations, gave district 
board members a sneak preview on 
Monday of some of the challenges 
they’ll face cobbling a fiscal year 
2028 spending plan on a public 
education landscape strewn with 

unknowns, pitfalls and financial 
penalties.

Constantly rising health insurance 
costs, inflation, the wild card of 
where electricity and fuel oil prices 
might be headed amid the war with 
Iran, and above all, contracted wage 
increases for district workers are all 
factors that will weigh heavily on the 
FY28 budget bottom line, Corrente 
explained.

And making the budget exercise 
even more precarious is that it must 

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Eighteen months of hard work 
by the Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission (ACRPC) 
staff, along with a lot of feedback 
from area residents and municipal 
officials, has led to completion of 
a consensus blueprint for how our 
region should grow and prosper 
during the next eight years.

We salute you
LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS, THEIR badges wreathed in the black bands of mourning, salute Phillip Stearns, the Second Assistant Chief 

of the Addison Volunteer Fire Department and former Vergennes firefighter, outside Vergennes Union High School on Sunday morning. 
Stearns died on Sept. 4. See more photos on Page 11A.

Independent photo/Steve James

Poi performance
A GROUP OF school children at Middlebury’s Mary Hogan Elementary, instructed by visitor Darlene Cameron, on Tuesday practice 

using poi — a tradition of the Maori people of New Zealand in which balls on cords are swung around the body during dances. See more 
about Cameron and the  small group of visiting Māori and Pasifika educators and artists on Page 2A.

Independent photo/Steve James

Wrap up summer around your 
house and plan for the next 
season. See Fall Home & Garden.

Winter readyA special section of the Addison Independent     •     October 15, 2026

Celebrating 
80 years

of community and connection
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We’re proud to share a parallel 
history in Addison County, 
a common goal of literacy
 and joy for community.

Congratulations, Addy Congratulations, Addy 
Indy, and thank you!Indy, and thank you!

Vermont Book Shop • Main Street
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BY ANGELO S. LYNN
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

When I left the plains of Kansas and came 
to a new home in Middlebury 42 years ago, 
the sights and sounds of the news operation 
at the Addison County Independent were 
familiar. Manual typewriters were clacking 
away at three desks in the newsroom, two 
or three typesetters were transcribing the 
edited versions of those typewritten pages 
— all manually marked up in red ink by a 
word-conscience editor seeking 
brevity — onto Compugraphic 
machines that then exposed 
long, three-inch-wide rolls of 
photographic paper, which were 
taken upstairs to the darkroom 
and developed in a photo-
chemical bath to reveal long 
columns of text. The rolls of text 
were taken back to the graphic 
layout tables where they were 
sent through a waxing machine 
that coated the backside. That 
allowed the graphic designers 
to manually place the rolls of 
text on 22-inch-by-16-inch 
layout sheets, roll it smooth, add photos 
and headlines in a similar fashion, and, 
voila!, the team had successfully laid out 
one story in the 32-page paper.

By today’s standards, it was a painfully 
slow and laborious process.

But it was what we knew and not that far 
out of date for the times.

Paul Staats was the editor of the 
Independent when I bought the newspaper 
from Gordon Mills in August of 1984. I 
had just turned 31 and Paul had been in 
the business for 30-plus years by then, a 
good number at the Addy Indy. I’ll never 
forget how fast he pounded out stories on 
an old beater of a typewriter using just the 
forefinger of each hand. I never actually 
clocked him, but I’m sure he hit 60 words 
a minute, which created quite the clatter of 
keystrokes, the ring of the carriage return 
every 15 seconds or so, and the occasional 
drag on his ever-present cigarette between 
thoughts. 

Just watching him, I knew Paul was that 
classic editor: relentlessly pursuing news 
from dozens of sources each day letting 
nothing big faze him, nor was any item too 

small to escape his attention. 
He also knew everyone in the county 

and had half of their phone numbers in 
his head. Paul also took a number of the 
paper’s photos on an old 2¼-inch box 
camera, a Yashica that I still have in my 
office, that was nearly impossible to take 
action shots with because of a viewfinder 
that looked down instead of directly at the 
action. Paul, nonetheless, was surprisingly 
good at it, including shooting sports. He 

had help from reporters Marg 
Sharp, Violet Chatfield and her 
son, Bob Chatfield, who would 
cover sports for the first few 
years.

What I found in the newsroom 
in those early days at the 
Independent was representative 
of the rest of the shop. The 
production department was 
always humming, pasting up 
the pages full of ads in those 
years before the internet. That 
was when full-page and double-
truck grocery ads were typical, 
auto-dealers tried to get every 

car on their lot listed in 8-pt type for that 
week’s ad, and retailers — from the men’s 
clothing store downtown to one of several 
women’s clothing stores, not to mention 
Lazarus department store, which had 
shoes and clothes for the whole family 
— had weekly specials depending on the 
season. Not only were the ads plentiful, but 
crafting them was an art with the X-Acto 
knife as the tool of the trade. And because 
it was all done by hand, everything took 
time, loads of time.

And frustration. Those were the days 
when graphic designers would spend an 
hour on an ad, have the ad representative 
take it for a proof, only to come back with 
multiple changes requiring the designers to 
tear it apart and remake it by hand. Ugh. 

But that was the easy part compared to 
plating the pages on thin aluminum sheets, 
snapping them onto the very small Goss 
press we had at the time, and running the 
paper off in 4- and 8-page sections — sans 
color. For the most part, back in 1984, we 
were a black-and-white paper, with our 
ability to add color very limited. 

The one fun aspect of those times was 

when we ramped up the printing press, 
everyone pitched in to take the papers off 
the press, manually insert sections inside 
the other (usually 4 sections, including a 
whole section of classified ads), bundle 
them in mail-sorted routes, 
bag them up and take them 
to the post office. It was a 
half day of collaboration 
between departments that 
had everyone feeling as 
if we’d just given birth to 
another exciting issue.

Glamorize the old days all 
you want, but the computer 
age has made writing, 
editing, graphic design, 
photography, page layout and printing a 
snap in comparison.

Today’s newsroom finds a beefed-up 
team of three fulltime reporters (Marin 
Howell, Sophia Keshmiri and John 
Flowers), managing editor John McCright, 
digital and assistant news editor Kelsey 
Wood, arts and leisure editor/designer and 
co-publisher Elsie Lynn-Parini, 
photographer Steve James, and 
myself on editorials (as well 
as a few stories now and then; 
Christy Lynn also writes 
for the special sections.) 
That’s 9 of the 18 of us 
who directly contribute to 
the news content. Plus, 
we have several town 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
and a bevy of 
c o l u m n i s t s 
— Karl 
L i n d h o l m 
and Matthew 
Dicke r son 
in sports, our 
dozen Ways 
of Seeing 
columnists, 
contributors 
to the 
N e i g h b o r 
M a t t e r s 
m o n t h l y 
s e r i e s , 
Ken Corey 
who writes a 

monthly astronomy column (Look Up), 
and the occasional special series by various 
community writers on timely topics.

The focus is more on content today 
partly because the editing, proofing, 
graphic design and printing the physical 
product have all become so much more 

efficient.
Much of that change 

came with my arrival 
at the Independent. 
Just 18 months after I 
got here, Paul died of a 
sudden heart attack in 
1986 at the age of 58. 
By then we had our first 
Apple IIe (first released 

in 1983) and the upgraded MacIntosh II 
(first released in 1984) and were exploring 
the advantages. News editor Tim Peek 
joined the team, along with a bevy of new 
reporters: Steve Rosenfeld, Deb Brighton, 
Bernie Dagenais, photographer Frank 
Coco and others. John Flowers joined the 
team a few years later, in 1990, and long-

The Addison Independent 
published Vol. 1, No. 1 on March 8, 1946

We’ve seen a lot of changes in my four decades at the Addy Indy

ANGLEO 
LYNN

EDITOR & 
PUBLISHER

(See Changes, Page 4)

“The focus is more on 
content today partly 
because the editing, 
proofing, graphic design 
and printing the physical 
product have all become 
so much more efficient.”
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Your ticket to a warm, comfortable home since 1930

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT 05443 
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time sports reporter Andy Kirkalky, who 
also covered the Vergennes beat, started 
shortly thereafter.

We were soon all on computers in 
the newsroom with consequent changes 
in the production department and 
advertising sales. Speaking of those two 

departments, our current 
production manager Sue 

Leggett started with 
the Independent at 

age 19 and became 
production manager 
at the young age of 
22, when I arrived. 
It might have 
been my 

f i r s t 
in -house 

promotion — 

and one of my smartest moves. Through 
all of the changes in production, she’s 
been our rock in keeping up with the 
technology and putting the finishing 
touches in page design for the past 42 
years, plus a few years before my arrival. 
Jane Spencer was the newly promoted 
advertising manager when I arrived, and 
she ran a bustling department for 30 years 
through the first decade of the 2000s, 
before moving on to doing other things 
in the community, including at Bixby 
Library.

The two departments of any newspaper 
not yet mentioned are in the front 
— business and circulation. As with 

everything, computer upgrades have 
made the work more efficient; we 

used to have metal plates imprinted 
with names and addresses that 

would then be used to stamp 
(with ink) the subscriber’s name 
and address onto the front page 

of the paper for delivery — though 
the work itself is largely unchanged. 

Vicki Nolette is the front office manager 
and she will tell you the crucial skills 
required have always been: attention to 
detail (billing), excellent phone skills, 
knowing customers and their advertising 

Changes
(Continued from Page 3)

accounts, and critical thinking to spot and 
question errant entries. Vicki’s trained eye 
and eagle-like focus have been serving 
the Independent well for these past 39 
years.

What hasn’t changed during the 
four decades I’ve been at the helm is 
the Addison Independent’s focus on 

community and the effort it takes to 
report that news. That’s the same reliance 
on shoe-leather reporting, knowing our 
communities, reporting on the important 
stories and the fun ones. We are the 
mirror that paints the daily portrait of 
life in Addison County. It’s a job we take 
seriously, and which we thoroughly enjoy.
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same ad dollars.
Spencer first joined the ad team with no 

prior experience in sales. She had been a 
teacher, but left her post following the 
birth of her first child. When she was ready 
to reengage in the workforce, her husband 

suggested the Addison Independent. 
Spencer had dabbled as a correspondent 
for Addison town news, and admired the 
easy-going, but hard-working culture that 
she witnessed at the Addy Indy’s core. Her 

chipmanhillpropertyservices.com

Looking for help 
around the house and 

property?
Look no further! 

For ten years, we have been “The 
Extra Hand” for our Addison County 

clients, offering a wide variety of 
customized property services. They 
turn to us for regular and thorough 

house checks and rely on us to follow 
up with problems as they occur. 

In short, we look after our clients’ 
properties as if they were our 
own. We have over sixty years 
of combined construction and 

hospitality experience and have 
a wide network of tradespeople 

to turn to for excellent service, fair 
pricing, and first-class workmanship. 

Feel free to contact us through our website to learn 
about what we do and how we do it.

- Geoff Conrad and Tim Hollander

HAPPY 80TH ADDISON INDEPENDENT!HAPPY 80TH ADDISON INDEPENDENT!

 Congratulations  Congratulations 
on 80 years, on 80 years, 

Addison Independent!Addison Independent!

Libanus Lodge 47F&AM

BY CHRISTY LYNN
When Jane Spencer joined the Addy 

Indy’s advertising team in 1980, the sales 
process looked pretty different than it 
does today. Advertising representatives 
would visit businesses each week to 
collect information about the newest 
sales, discounts and products to promote. 
They would stage and photograph (with 
black and white film cameras, mind you) 
elements to make up the ad, then deliver 
the film to colleagues who would develop 
the photos in one of two darkrooms that 
the paper operated.

Advertising reps, type-setters and paste-
up colleagues would piece together the 
headlines, body text, photographs and 
other elements for the ad. This involved 
using a hot wax machine that would 
apply a thin film to the underside of each 
element, enabling them to stick to the 
paper backing, but not so permanently 
that they couldn’t be rearranged if the 
puzzle didn’t quite fit. Once the ad rep was 
satisfied with the patchwork result, he or 
she would often hike the ad back to the 
advertiser for review. Sometimes it took 
two or three tries to achieve the desired 

result — much to the dismay of the office 
team, as Spencer recalls.

These final ads (with all their layers and 
pieces and parts) would get pasted to the 
13” x 21” layout sheets each week, along 
with the stories, headlines, news photos 
and other elements still central to the 
layout of each weekly newspaper.

A large, flat box containing that week’s 
paper in a pile of sticky sheets would be 
driven to the press in St. Albans each 
week, where they were plated and printed.

This was before the days of ubiquitous 
email, of course.

It was before the days of the internet at 
our fingertips and the near constant stream 
of advertising that has seduced nearly 
every form of modern communication — 
from text messages and cell phone calls to 
emails, social media posts, pop-up ads, etc.

Instead, 40 years ago a local newspaper 
like the Addy Indy could viably be THE 
way for a local business to reach their 
customers and communicate their goods 
and services. Sure, there was local radio, 
and broadcast advertising through local 
television. Admittedly, there were also a 
lot more local newspapers vying for the 

Jane Spencer emphasized the 
‘intelligence’ in advertising

Jane Spencer, right, joined the advertising team in 1980 and became ad manager 
through hard work and listening to customers. Co-publisher Christy Lynn, left, 
learned about the business side of the Addison Independent from Jane and the 
ad reps she trained.

(See Spencer, Page 19)
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Proud and grateful to 
have our 100+ year 

history chronicled in the 
Addison Independent.
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Letters to the Editor

Why are special ed needs 
so high? We don’t know

Hearing on Public Service Department fell well short

Guest Editorial

ADDISON  INDEPENDENT

Vermont, we are told, has the nation’s highest per-capita rate of stu-

dents who receive special education services because of emotional 

needs. The reasons vary, but they include things like poverty, substance 

abuse and homelessness.When you talk to educators, they will tell you they have never seen 

things as bad as they are now, and they are referring to classroom behav-

ior, which is a reflection of what the students experience at home.

The answer isn’t complicated: Improve the home environment and the 

school’s environment improves correspondingly. Easy to say, incredibly 

difficult to do.And what is it, exactly, that is causing our problems? We’re not sure.

The state’s opiate addiction crisis is a strong contributor. The number 

of children in state custody, due to parents with addiction issues, has 

doubled in the last year. Vermont has the nation’s smallest class sizes, so 

any percentage increase in the number of “troubled” youth in our class-

rooms has a noticeable effect. Addiction issues with the parent also have 

spin-off issues that are particularly difficult for the children to negotiate.

Increased levels of poverty have also been marked as adding to the 

pressures in the classroom. If children come to school hungry, the ability 

to learn is reduced. If the children are moved from town to town because 

their parents can’t find affordable housing, that, too, is highly disruptive. 

We have classrooms with transient rates of 25 percent and up. In a class-

room of 16, that’s four students moving in and out. That’s four students 

who must adapt to new classrooms, and that’s 12 other students who 

must adapt to them. Every year, the game of musical chairs continues.

What’s odd is the mismatch in information we receive about ourselves.

Vermont has been ranked among the healthiest states in the nation, 

year after year. This distinction is based on a variety of factors, the most 

important being how much we spend on education, and the strength of 

our social services network. Few states spend more.

And if the childhood poverty level in Vermont is a strong contributor 

to our issues, then we have a lot of company. We’re constantly ranked 

nationally as having one of the lowest childhood poverty rates. Our per-

capita income levels are also above the national average.

So why is it that Vermont’s special education needs are so high? Are 

our standards less demanding? Is it easier for a student here to be identi-

fied as a child in need? Are children in larger classrooms, and in larger 

states slipping through the cracks, whereas in Vermont, they are not?

Or is it the opiate addiction issue that separates us from others? Why 

is it that we have “heavy needs” among today’s students that we didn’t 

have a decade ago?We don’t really know. But we need to find out. It’s almost impossible 

to successfully address an issue if we don’t know why it’s occurring. If 

our problems are being disproportionately affected by the opiate addic-

tion crisis, that tells us where our efforts need to be directed. The same 

can be said of other causes. But we have to have more information than 

we have now.In the meantime, let’s not compound the problem. When we’re told 

that our teachers are facing behavioral issues on a scale they’ve never be-

fore experienced, it would seem prudent not to make them worse, which 

would include little things like having our legislators understand that 

legalizing pot would probably not have the uplifting effect on classroom 

behavior that’s useful.In the meantime, we need to do some homework on our own. We need 

to have better answers as to why the needs of our students are so much 

higher than those in other states. 

— Emerson LynnSt. Albans Messenger Last week I attended a Senate 
hearing that was called to allow the 
commissioner of the Department of 
Public Service to respond to criti-
cisms of his self-edited evaluation 
of the effectiveness of the agency 
he oversees. I expected to hear 
some pointed questioning aimed at 
improving the DPS’s role as watch-
dog for utility ratepayers.What I heard instead was a 

couple of softball questions from 
each committee member, an ac-
ceptance that “we all have biases,” 
and a bizarre comparison of Com-
missioner Recchia to Gen. Grant. 

Ratepayers, and all Vermonters, 
need representation during this pe-
riod of transition in energy policy, 
and the Legislature needs to pursue 
constructive recommendations that 
were voiced during the DPS evalu-
ation process but ignored, in fact 
edited out, by the commissioner in 
the final draft.Similarly, the DPS chose to edit 

out recent declines in oil prices in 
the cost data that the agency fed to 
the Public Service Board to use as 
a basis for determining the value of 
the Vermont Gas Systems Addison 
pipeline. Commissioner Recchia 

has a history of editing the truth in 
order to expedite the governor’s 
agenda.

And the Legislature looks ready 
to give the commissioner a pass. 
When the committee member 
laughingly compared Commis-
sioner Recchia to Gen. Grant last 
Thursday, he quoted Lincoln’s 
statement that the general’s drink-
ing problem had to be overlooked 
in the face of his great talent. 
Commissioner Recchia’s talent is 
not apparent to those of us who 
have been watching the VGS 

Spirit in the wood“WOOD SPIRIT,” A 2004 wood carving by Vermont artist Chuck Herrmann, is on display with many 

other Herrmann pieces through May 21 at the Henry Sheldon Museum in Middlebury. Independent photo/Trent Campbell

Why we run editorials & readers’ letters
BY ANGELO LYNN

What is the difference between an 
editorial, guest essay, community forum 
or letter to the editor, and why does the 
Addison Independent run editorials?

Those are good questions, particularly as 
an increasing number of newspapers today 
have chosen not to run editorials.

The overview is simple: The opinion 
pages are set aside from news to allow 
individuals to express their opinions on 
the issues of the day. In a democracy, 
the ability for individuals to spread 
their opinion throughout the community 
through a commonly read, and trustworthy 
vehicle is a crucial way to reach the 
larger community with concerns about 
government, safety, crime, education, 
commerce, transportation, environment, 
culture, justice, religion or any number 
of issues that impact the community. Two 
points are key: that the publication is 
widely read throughout the community, 
and that it has the community’s trust. 
Because social media has so often become 
toxic, and so much of digital media is full 
of disinformation and complete garbage, 
local newspapers become known by 
residents as being the most trustworthy 
forum in which to submit their opinions. 
That’s because local readers know we edit 

opinions for accuracy and we maintain 
strict accountability for each opinion 
submitted. 

Letters to the editor are from the 
community at large and submitted to 
the Independent for publication. We 
review letters for accuracy with a lenient 
barometer that allows opinion but stops 
short of spreading dubious conspiracy 
theories or outright falsehoods.

Guest essays and op-eds are typically 
longer and written from a particular 
expertise — say, a former health care 
executive writing on health care reform, or 
former educator writing on school policy, 
or someone with insights into technology 
writing about AI. A community forum 
is also a longer piece from a community 
member who has a connection to the issue.

Historically, a newspaper’s editorial 
reflects the publication’s philosophic and 
democratic values and often relies on an 
editorial board to choose the topic and craft 
the argument. 

At the Independent, as with many smaller 
newspapers, we simply don’t have enough 
staff to have an effective editorial board, 
nor should reporters be an active part of the 
newspaper’s editorial policy. It’s a tenant 
of journalism to abide by the “church 
and state divide” separating the editorial 

department from the news department to 
preserve the reporters’ bipartisan approach 
to news reporting.

To that end, as the Independent’s editorial 
writer, the goal is to analyze topics by 
providing pertinent background, weighing 
opposing views, and offering constructive 

solutions or recommendations — all with 
the intent to shape public opinion or prompt 
civic action to make the community, state 
or nation better informed and, hopefully, 
wiser.

We might not always hit our mark, but 
that’s the goal and the reason we try.

Letters
to the Editor Ways ofSeeing

Email it to:news@addisonindependent.com

OPINION?

The Town of Middlebury The Town of Middlebury 
offers best wishes to the offers best wishes to the 
Addy IndyAddy Indy  for another for another 
80 years!80 years!
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33 Seymour Street 
 Middlebury, VT 

802-388-7620 

7409 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ste 1, 
New Haven VT

802-723-2227 

The Dupoise family thanks 
the Addison Independent for 

80 years 
of Community service!

Steve Jr.,  Lisa and pups

Keeping you safely on the road for 44 winters

BY MARIN HOWELL 
It’d be impossible to report on Addison 

County without reporting on agriculture, 
which in many ways has been the 
heartbeat of our rural community. Over 
the years the Independent has featured a 
plethora of ag reporting, from recaps of 
Addison County Fair & Field Days to 
information for farmers and stories about 
what growers are trying out. 

In the 1940s, such reporting could be 
found in the “County Agent’s Comment,” 
a weekly column written by Lucien D. 
Paquette, longtime UVM Extension 
County Agricultural Agent  for Addison 
County (who also is credited 

with founding Field Days). Paquette’s 
column featured upcoming events for 
farmers, comments on the growing season 
and tips on topics like dairy farming, pest 
control and running a farm. 

Paquette’s byline was a common fixture 
in the paper, along with that of other UVM 
Extension agents. In the 1950s, Paquette’s 
“Farm News” column could often be 
found alongside “Farm Notes” penned 
by then Assistant Agricultural Agent 
John F. Stephenson and “Field Notes” 
by Assistant Agricultural Agent Erden 
Bailey. While such columns provided 
lots of information for 

farmers through the 1980s, agricultural 
news also made its way into stories 
on the front page and other parts of the 
paper. For instance, a 1966 write-up on 
the lingering impact of a three-year dry 
spell noted, “the drought is still having its 
effects, but they are getting less serious as 
time goes on.” 

Other stories highlighted how trends 
and changes at the national level were 
playing out locally. A 1986 front page 
story noted that while farmers elsewhere 
in the Northeast were dumping their milk 
in an effort to push for higher 

p r i c e s , 
Ve r m o n t 
f a r m e r s 
were more 
reluctant 
to do so 
due to the 
financial 
impacts. 

In the 
1 9 9 0 s 
a n d 
e a r l y 
2 0 0 0 s , 
the front 

page of the Independent 
frequently featured agricultural news. 

Agriculture a key part of Addy Indy’s coverage through the decades
The June 27, 1996, edition showed 
that ag is big business here, as it shared 
word that the Shoreham Cooperative 
Apple Producers’ Association would no 
longer pack and ship apples at its central 
facility due to market changes and related 
pressures — a move that was expected to 
result in the loss of around 40 jobs. In a 
2006 edition, a front page story recapped 
a conversation between lawmakers and 
local farmers over legislation related to 
genetically engineered seeds that had 
reached a stalemate in the Statehouse. 

By the 2010s, ag reporting was compiled 
onto “Addison County Agricultural 
News” pages that continues to run the 
third week of every month. Staff stories 
elsewhere in the paper captured aspects 
of the ag community like a promising 
sugaring season in 2016. 

Today, the Independent continues to 
report on the sugaring and apple seasons 
through annual wrap-ups and checks in 
with local farmers during other points of 
the growing season. Ag reporting takes 
other shapes as well, such as recaps on 
farmer events, stories about how growers 
are navigating the effects of climate 
change and features on farms that are just 
starting out or implementing innovative 
practices. 
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Insuring what you did...         Insuring what you did...         
and what you do.and what you do.

1915 2008

Middlebury • Bristol • Brandon • Hinesburg • St. Johnsbury

CarterAgencyVT.comCarterAgencyVT.com

A Vermont A Vermont 
family businessfamily business

Ray Day is 93 years old and resides in Travelers Rest, S. 
C., but his association with the Addison Independent goes 
back more than six decades. The employee of the Addison 
Press into the 1980s heard about our big anniversary and 
wrote us the following letter:

Congratulations to the Addison County Independent on 
its 80th year of continued publication. 

I first went to work at the Independent on June 3, 1963, 
having been engaged in printing for 12 years or so. Most 
print shops at that time were letterpress shops, meaning 
that all type was either hand set foundry type or produced 
on Linotypes.

The Addison Press not only printed a weekly newspaper, 
but there were two job presses that were able to keep a 
crew busy five days a week. 

At that time the Independent was printed on a Goss 
Comet flat-bed letterpress that printed eight pages at a time 
on a 70-inch web. Press speed was about 3,500-papers 
per hour. This 30-inch diameter roll of paper weighed 800 
pounds or more. As you can well imagine, unloading the 
truck and storing the rolls was no small task. 

Type was set on three Linotype machines, one of which 
was equipped with a perforated tape reader for the news 
and the other two for ads and job work. Display type was 
set on a Ludlow machine, which cast letters as large as 96 
point — that is about 1 and 1/3 inches. If larger type was 
needed we had cases of both lead foundry type or wood 
letters and numbers. 

Newspaper pages were locked up in metal chases and 
carried to a rope elevator two at a time to be lowered to 

the press level. Two guys were used to carry each page not 
because they were too heavy (maybe 80 pounds or so), but 
that way there was less chance of dropping, or “piing,” the 
page. 

Loading the pages onto the press was heavy dirty work 
and the danger of piing was always a possibility. 

I have no earthly idea about today’s printing technology. 
If I were to step into a back-shop today I’d be completely 
befuddled. About the only similarities to then and now is 
that they still use paper. 

 I know you can’t go back, but making up forms using 
hand-set type and or Linotype slugs had a much closer feel 
to real printing than desktop publishing and high-speed 
offset presses.

I hate it that newspapers, especially the weeklies, 
are having such a hard time. In my opinion there is no 
substitute for the printed word. I glance at what TV 
calls news, but if I need or want real information I try 
to find it in newspapers, magazines or well-thought-out 
commentaries. 

Seems that I’ve heard recently that public libraries are 
seeing more interest in kids reading books now. If so, then 
perhaps the day will come when printed newspapers will 
once again be the public’s source of information. I hope so.

I guess my age is showing. Huh?
—————

Thank you, Ray, for your years working for this company, 
and for keeping the faith about the value of weekly 
newspapers.

— The editors

RAY DAY

Printing a paper was a lot of work back in the day
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When I was growing up in the ’60s 
and early ’70s — out on Mead Lane — 
my family had a family friend who drove 
up to see us from NYC. She absolutely 
LOVED to read the Addy Indy! It 
left her in hysterics — the small town 
newspaper! She would read every town’s 
news aloud, and her favorite was when 
someone’s toboggan had fallen off their 
car’s roof, and they were hoping that 
someone had found it and would return 
it. Also, when Mr. and Mrs. Somebody 
had Mr. and Mrs. Somebody Else as their 
guests for the weekend. 

For years, I would save up all the 
funny little quirky news items, then paste 
them on a piece of paper and send them 
out to her in LA.

My own favorite was the time you 
all made the front page into a gigantic 
April first joke! At first, I was agog at the 
items, then realized what the day was and 
howled with laughter! To this day, my 
favorite issues are the end-of-the-year 
compilation of news and the community 
businesses issue with everyone’s photos 
at their businesses.

Thank you so much for continuing to 
publish the Addy Indy! I look forward to 
it being in my mailbox every Friday. 

— Carolyn of Downtown Brandon

READER 
ENGAGEMENT

What we loved about the Addy Indy

W W W . A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O MA Help Wanted ad promo 
from 1956

Addy Indy 80th
Anniversary Trivia

The Addison Independent opened with the shuttering of which 
other newspaper?

How much was an edition of the Addison Independent 
when it first debuted in 1946?

A.   The Middlebury Register
B.   The Addison County Gazette

C.   The Vermont Post
D.   The Middlebury Times

What was the population of Addison County, according to 
census figures in a 1950 article?

In a 1952 A&P grocery advertisement, what was the listed price 
of a 5 lb. bag of Gold Medal Flour?

What was one of the prizes auctioned off at the 
Middlebury Lions Club auction in 1963?

A.   1¢
B.   25¢

C.   5¢
D.   Free

A.   15,842
B.   17,944

C.   19,382
D.   21,506

A.   25¢
B.   53¢

C.   $1.00
D.   12¢

Which of these was a mid-century column of the Addy Indy?

A.   Kitchen Potpourri
B.   Handy Jim’s Fixin-Up Tips for  
      Home and Farm

C.   The Old Timer
D.   All of the above

A.   A weekend in jail
B.   100 gallons of mayonnaise

C.   A Canada goose
D.   A shag lava lamp

What year did Angelo Lynn purchase the Addy Indy?

A.   1995
B.   1980

C.   1978
D.   1984

Turn to page 21 for the answers!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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BY PETER CONLON
In the late fall of 1989, I walked into 

Addison Independent owner Angelo 
Lynn’s office for an interview for a soon-
to-be vacant reporter’s job. My wife Mary 
and I were fresh back from two years in 
the Peace Corps and decided to return to 
Vermont and make a life in the Middlebury 
area where much of her family lived.

I was offered the job that day. I tell 
myself Angelo was taken by my resume, 
but I know it was my willingness to accept 
$250 per week pay with no paid vacation 
(two weeks max) until completing a full 
year. Thus began a 15-year tenure.

It was a remarkable time to witness 
the changes and events afoot in Addison 
County. Middlebury was a bustling shire 
town, its downtown boasting a pharmacy 
(Park Drug), a men’s clothing store 
(Farrell’s), two department stores (Abrams 
and Lazarus), an ice cream shop (Calvi’s), 
a major clothing and ski shop (Skihaus) 
and much more. The pages of the Addison 
Independent reflected this, with robust 
local advertising.

The first story I covered was a 
Middlebury Union High School board 

meeting. The board was preparing for an 
unprecedented fifth vote on the school 
budget since the previous Town Meeting 
Day in March. Board members were trying 
to read the electorate. Some folks wanted 
more cuts, others saw the board cutting too 
much as the building was in terrible shape. 
Soon, however, the budget passed and the 
board turned its attention to renovating the 
high school and constructing Middlebury 
Union Middle School. Two decades later, 
I would change from witness to participant 
and become chair of the MUHS board.

My 15 years at the paper — the first 
five as a reporter and the next 10 as news 
editor — saw many changes. I arrived to 
a McIntosh 512K computer rather than 
one of the recently departed typewriters, 
smoking was relegated to outside the 
building, but, sadly, the printing press was 
gone, outsourced to St. Albans.

Despite the modernization, we still 
hand-cut and pasted each story, photo and 
ad on each page, something that would be 
true, though less and less, until the day I 
departed in late 2004.

Outside the doors of the paper, 

Community news is serious 
business … most of the time

ASSISTANT EDITOR PETER Conlon opens the mail at his desk in the Addy Indy 
newsroom in the 1990s while Sports/Vergennes reporter Andy Kirkaldy toils away 
under the fluorescent lights.

File photo(See Conlon, Page 17)
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BY JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — They teach you a lot 

of things in journalism school after they 
give you your Associated Press Stylebook 
and Libel Manual.

Among other things, they urge you to 
maintain a professional relationship with 
sources. Don’t accept any gifts or ask any 
favors that could compromise objective 
reporting.

I’ve tried to walk that ethical line during 
my 41 years in local journalism. But I 
have asked for five autographs during that 
time — only two of which were for me — 
involving folks with whom I’ve crossed 
paths during my career.

The first request was in 1992. The actor 
Burgess Meredith was in Middlebury for 
the grand opening of Middlebury College’s 
new Center for the Arts. I had grown up, 
during the 1960s, watching the campy 
“Batman” TV series starring Adam West 
and Burt Ward. My folks had bought me a 
Robin costume.

Burgess Meredith occasionally guest 
starred on the show as the villain “Penguin.”

Mr. Meredith was happy to inscribe 
my Batman comic book. The Penguin 
featured on the cover of the comic was 
patterned after the “Penguin” played by 
Danny Devito in a 1992 motion picture, 

but neither he nor I cared.
I didn’t cover Mr. Meredith’s 

appearance at the event; I was 
there for the tour.

The only other autograph I got 
for myself: That of former U.S. 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. — again 
on a Batman comic book. This comic 
was dedicated to the eradication 
of landmines — a longtime Leahy 
priority. I waited several years after 
the comic book was issued — and 
specifically until after the senator had 
retired — to get my Leahy signature, at 
a 2024 event hosted by the Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Society. He 
inscribed it to me, for which I was very 
grateful.

The three other autographs I collected 
were for my children.

In 2001, Fred Rogers — he of the long 
running PBS “Mr. Rogers” children’s show 
— delivered the commencement address 
at Middlebury College. After the event, 
Mr. Rogers kindly inscribed a copy of the 
graduation program to our daughter, Diane, 
and son, Mark, who were both in elementary 
school at the time. And while Mr. Rogers 
was signing my program, Middlebury’s 
Francois Clemmons happened to walk 
into the room. So I got the added treat of 

Some ‘signs’ of the times

witnessing a heartfelt 
reunion between Mr. Rogers 

and his former TV partner, “Officer 
Clemmons.”

I’m proud to say my son, Mark, shares 
my love for classic rock. He developed a 
particular affection for songs featured on 
the soundtrack of the 1986 Vietnam War 
movie “Platoon,” which earned multiple 
Academy Awards, including for director 
Oliver Stone.

When Stone agreed to attend the 10th 
annual Middlebury New Filmmakers 

Festival in 
2024, I saw a 
chance to get a signature 
for Mark’s Platoon soundtrack album.

I attended Stone’s scheduled talk in the 
courtyard outside the Middlebury Inn. 
When he’d finished, he graciously agreed 
to inscribe the album to Mark. And he 
signed it with a liberal flourish; it literally 
covers the entire album.

Daughter Diane is a fierce defender 
of human rights. She’s a social worker 

(See Autographs, Page 23)

Go green with us! Our experienced team can help with Ground Mounted 
Arrays, Rooftop Solar, Heat Pumps and Whole House Batteries. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation!
802 • 453 • 2500

BristolElectronicsVT.com

A lot has changed over the years,
but you’ve been with us through all the transitions — 

and we are so grateful!

Congratulations, Addy Indy, on 80 years,
and we hope you’re around for 80 more!

Since 
1972!
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BY EMMA POPE MCCRIGHT
During the pandemic, when I was a 

college student, I occasionally wrote a 
column for the Addy Indy highlighting 
interesting stories from long-ago editions 
of the paper. Reading papers from the 
early 1970s, I was surprised by how much 
life in Addison County has changed in the 
past 50 years. In particular, I remember a 
story about Mount Abraham Union High 
School suspending a male student for 
refusing to cut his hair short. The boy’s 
parents threatened to sue, leading the 
school to change its dress code and allow 
long hair for boys. 

I was also shocked to see the names 
of couples who had filed for divorce in 
Addison County Court listed as front-
page news. Another story reported that a 
Cornwall man had been sentenced to six 
months in prison for possessing less than 
half an ounce of marijuana, while one 
Middlebury woman made headlines by 
becoming the first woman in the town’s 
history to run for selectboard and another 
opened the state’s first female-owned car 
dealership. Orwell residents, fearing an 
“invasion of hippies,” organized to stop 

an out-of-state entertainment company 
from converting a local farm into a 
concert venue. The Vietnam War was 
omnipresent, from stories about college 
students picketing the Middlebury draft 
office to a local Marine organizing toy 
drives for Vietnamese children. 

There were also striking similarities. 
The Independent still reported on the first 
baby born at Porter Hospital each year, 
and devoted extensive coverage to the 
maple and dairy industries, local elections, 
school budgets and consolidations, and 
goings on at Middlebury College. I read 
many stories about locals’ attempts to deal 
with the 1973 oil crisis, just as Vermonters 
today adapt to higher gas prices caused 
by the war in Iran. The Independent also 
devoted significant coverage to Vermont’s 
first Green Up Day in 
1970, now an annual 
tradition. Other 
articles discussed 
the rising costs 
of college, 
dealing with 

EMMA POPE MCCRIGHT, shown here in 2022 going through the newspaper 
archives, was just one among a long line of college students who spent time 
working at the Addison Independent. The daughter of the newspaper’s news 
editor, she not only produced a lot of content in her “From the Archives” column, 
she also learned a lot about the history of her hometown.

The archives show how much has 
changed ... and stayed the same

(See Archives,  
Page 23)

Henry Sheldon Museum
Museum and Museum Store:

Wed. – Sat., 10 am to 4 pm
Research Center: Mon. - Fri., by appointment.

One Park Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 388-2117     www.henrysheldonmuseum.org

“People are trapped 
in history and 

history is trapped in 
them.”

— James Baldwin, 
Author and Activist

 

802-388-6297 Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

FINE 
FURNITURE

    www.woodwarevt.com 

We’re  experts in  delivering  furniture , but  when  we  need  a  
message  delivered , we’re  thankful  that  we  can  turn  to  you . 

Thank  you  for 
being  patient , 
accommodating  

and  trusted  
partners for us over the  years.
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BY SOPHIA KESHMIRI
Long before Karl Lindholm’s and 

Matthew Dickerson’s bylines dominated 
the Addison Independent sports column 
space, a weekly comment penned by “E. 
Skillings” was the highlight, and majori-
ty, of the paper’s earliest sports reporting 
when the paper started in 1946.

From these athletic ponderings and 
a few game briefs published now and 
then, the Independent’s sports reporting 
has grown tremendously to three, four or 
sometimes even five broadsheet pages. 
But in its earliest days, a much smaller 
fraction of inches was dedicated to ath-
letics. 

And at that time in the late ’40s, 
anything-football (including practice 
schedules) were considered a front page 
commodity, and more space inside was 
dedicated to basketball and baseball. 
Bowling scores — men’s and women’s 

Even the first Addy Indy featured a sports column

FROM THE START in 1946, the Addison Inde-
pendent featured some sports coverage. The main 
voice was of sports columnist “E. Skillings,” who 
seemed to cover whatever they wanted to, but 
heavy on the football.

THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT gave girls’ sports 
coverage, even in the first edition of the publi-
cation back in 1946. Here, the paper covered the 
entire season of Middlebury basketball’s “weaker 
sex” in one article.

— were also mainstays of early editions.
Though even those additions came af-

ter Skillings’s 1946 columns, in which he 
comments, opines and reflects on every-
thing from local team lineups to physi-
cal education in school to new ideas for 
programs in local sports to professional 
leagues. On multiple occasions, Skill-
ings mentions Middlebury High School’s 
“Coach Currier.” 

In his earliest column, Skillings reflects 
on the MHS intramural sports program 
and how it tried to encourage students to 
participate in recreation. 

“Coach Currier has laid gains for intra-
mural games between the classes in bas-
ketball, volleyball, and shuffleboard. He 
is also scheduling a ping pong tournament 
and a foul-shooting contest,” he writes. 

“In my opinion it is a definite step to-
ward getting athletics and physical edu-
cation on a more organized basis. It will 
arouse a great deal of interest among the 
students and will stimulate some good 
healthy rivalry among the classes.” 

The next week he tackles the topic 
of sportsmanship. 

“In some localities, a feeling of real 
hostility hands over two teams when 
they meet for a game. They may get to-
gether for a basketball game and end 
up having a fist fight. This should not 
happen. When schools play one anoth-
er they should have a feeling of friend-
ly rivalry toward each other. After all, 
it is only a game and not a feud.”

In the following weeks, he didn’t 
shy away from a review of the Green 
Mountain State’s hoop teams. At the 
end of the season that year, Skillings 
declared, “This was a good basket-
ball year in Vermont.”

“Springfield, a team which was 
generally conceded to be the best 
high school team in the state, won 
the mythical state championship 
and represented Vermont in the 
New England Tournament.” 

In that column he segues into 
what he considered a “big ques-
tion.” 

“Do these tournaments al-
ways produce the best team for 
the state championship and to 
represent Vermont in the New 
England finals? Technical-
ly they should, but in some 
years they have not. It is true 

that Springfield, the best team, 
won this year, but look at last 
year. Spaulding of Barre came 
out at the top of the heap and 
many scratched their heads 
and wondered.” 

As 1947 baseball season is about to get 
underway, Skillings takes an opportunity 
to squeeze in some predictions for the en-
suing fall’s iteration of Middlebury foot-
ball. 

“The high school football team had 
tough luck last year winning none out of 
five starts, but the team was better than 
the record shows. Out of the five games 
played, three were lost by a one touch-
down margin, while in the other two, the 
breaks, such as fumbles, poor punts, and 
intercepted passes, went against the team. 
The line was the strong point, and in sev-
eral games it stopped highly touted teams 
right in their tracks,” he writes. 

“Middlebury’s chances for a successful 
football team next fall look fairly good.” 

His local baseball prediction wasn’t 
quite as kind. “As a whole, the team 
rates only fair on past performances. It is 
strong in the pitching and catching depart-
ments,” and notes other areas where the 
team is lacking.

He also sings Currier’s praises that 
week. 

“It has occurred to me that not many 
people realize all the things that Coach 
Currier has done for the high school and 

the graded school. When he came here, 
there was no physical education program 
that included every student. Under his 
leadership, there have been established 
physical education plans for both graded 
school and high school,” he writes. 

“Mr. Currier’s coaching has not pro-
duced winning teams, but he was not 
hired as a coach. He was hired as a phys-
ical education director and this job he has 
carried out to his utmost ability. In this 
teaching, he has a policy of giving every-
body a fair chance.” 

And as far as Major League Baseball 
went that spring, Skillings had a num-
ber of thoughts to share. Interesting to a 
present day reader, he notes the impact of 
World War II on the sport. 

“Last week, the Major League Baseball 
season got under way. This year everyone 
will be watching his favorite stars attempt 
to make a post-war comeback. Anyone 
predicting an order of finish in either 
league should make his predictions ‘sub-
ject to change without notice,’” he writes. 

“But nevertheless, the long spring train-
ing session has brought out certain assets 
and weaknesses in each team to help de-
termine the final standings.”

Middlebury 
College Ski 

Coverage 
from 
1949
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BY SARAH POPE
In ruminating about the Addy Indy’s 

80th, I decided to take a peek at what was 
covered in the paper during my years at 
Middlebury Union High School in the 
early 1980s.

What I found brought it all back — the 
great, the good, the bad and the ugly — all 
in the context of my participation on the 
Tiger girls’ soccer team.

We generally weren’t covered all that 
much in the Addy Indy at that time — 
we mostly lost, and by a lot. I’m sure the 
paper’s editors thought that the MUHS 
Field Hockey team — an outstanding 
and perennial state championship favorite 
at the time, under the guidance of the 
illustrious and quotable Gail Jette — 
would draw more eyes and excitement 
than our little team, with barely enough 
players to field a squad and a habit of 
losing by scores of 7 to 0, or worse.

But one year we actually made it to the 
playoffs for the first time, and there are 
stories and photos to prove it. And I’m 
in them. I loved (and still love) soccer — 
just ask my family, who have to schedule 
around Premier League games. I played 
striker, and I loved to score goals. Too 
much, as some of my teammates would 
say, and they were right.

Looking at the photos and stories 
brought all of that back for me — the 
joy of winning and the heartache of not 
understanding how my playing style 
resulted in a lot of animosity. I went on 
to play in college, and learned a lot about 
being a better team player, thank 
goodness. Life lesson learned.

What’s amazing to me is how 
the elation and the rawness of that 
playoff year are still so visceral 
now that I’ve found those stories 
and photos in the paper.

It makes me think about how 
the Addy Indy has the power to 
draw out some of our deepest 
emotions — how it records the 
day-to-day stories that really 
matter to Addison County, 
whether it’s the triumph of a 
sports team, the loss of a loved 
one, a performance at a local 
school or a heated political 
contest.

It takes a team to produce 
this paper and a community 
to love, follow and support 
it. While I didn’t always 
appreciate it in high school, 
today I feel lucky to live in the 
wonderful community that is Addison 

Newspaper tapped high school athlete’s emotions
County, and even luckier to be part of the 
team that puts this paper out every week.

Sarah Pope creates ads, lays out pages 
and shepherds obituaries for the Addison 
Independent, and has won the Best Ad 
Designer in New England award twice.

Congratulations
to the

Addison Independent
on 80 Years

100 Years of Service
1927-2027

Together Creating Lasting Impact
and a Stronger Middlebury
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BY LAURIE COX
What you are about to read might be 

viewed as a plug for your local paper, 
but it’s really the story of how I began 
becoming a Vermonter. Merely attending 
school in Vermont hardly made the 
transformation for me. That task required 
a different sort of setting.

After graduation from Middlebury 
College in 1971, I needed to find a job. 
Unemployment was high, wages were 
low, and young people were flocking to 
Vermont or, like me, not leaving. (That 
makes you wonder if we are on the right 
track now, hoping to woo a younger 
demographic with slick ads, etc., but that’s 
probably another column.) Vermont had 
found my heart, and I was determined to 
make my way. 

I read the classified ads and considered 

the possibilities: waitress, carpenter, 
proofreader . . . I knew I could do the 
latter. I was a quick reader with a sharp 
eye for detail. And where was this job? 
At the Addison Press, which published 
the Addison Independent plus a variety of 
other printed items.

I headed to its office in the stone building 
at the bottom of “Printer’s Alley.” This was 
not your current newspaper; a few decades 
have intervened. The publisher and 
managing editor was a crusty, opinionated 
old man referred to as “the Colonel”. 
Col. William Slater had been running the 
paper for a great many years, and I think 
he was pleased to get a college-educated 
proofreader for the grand sum of $80 a 
week. (Minimum wage was $2/hour at 
the time.) For my part, I was pleased to 
get a job that would start immediately, had 

Local paper connects young person to the community
regular hours, and was close enough that 
I could commute on my ancient 
bicycle.

This new job required me to 
read everything that was printed, 
and to read it with a keen focus 
so that no misspelling, typo, 
left-out word or grammatical 
error would slip by. I had 
a special pen, a sheet of 
proofreading codes, and 
a desk in the front office. 
Copy was brought to me 
as it came off the presses, 
and I would wield my new 
pen. 

I read reports of 
the Selectboards, 
bowling league 
scores, DHIA (Dairy 
Herd Information 
Association) reports of 
butterfat content, and stories from 
the various town correspondents, mostly 
telling about who had whom to tea. I read 
the police and court logs and all the ads. 
The obituaries, wedding and engagement 
stories, and birth announcements were 
all part of my regular fodder. Extension 
Service reports provided lots of 
information about dairy farms, agriculture 
in general, forestry and nutrition.

My youth and a particularly good 
visual memory allowed the articles to 
enter my mind and stay there. Not the 
precise bowling scores or gallons of milk 
produced on a given farm, but pretty 
much everything else. No matter what my 
friends might be talking about, I would 
have the relevant — or not so relevant — 
information. I knew every event scheduled 
in town, plus what had occurred the 
previous week. If we were driving down 
the road, I could share information about a 
business or farm we might be passing. And 
just to fill in any gaps in my knowledge, I 
shared my workspace with two much older 
women who happily added the unprinted 
details behind a story.

It was, in fact, total immersion in the 
local scene, a larger scene than I ever could 
have directly experienced even if I had 
known how or where to try. I held this job 
a mere 16 months, yet I could feel, even at 
the time, that I had stepped more fully into 
this Vermont world than any of my friends. 
We were all busy living the life defined 
by splitting wood, planting gardens and 
driving cars that required knowing certain 
mechanics. But I had gained a level of in-
depth knowledge that brought me a real 
understanding and appreciation of the 
whole local economy and social structure.

If I ever were to move to another 

community — not 
too likely at this point — I 
would immediately start reading the local 
paper on a regular basis. I would read 
every word. So often we think we know 
about something when we only know its 
surface. Just as people increasingly trend 
to news sources that fit their pre-conceived 
ideas, we tend to seek out that to which we 
already have connections. 

You may have little interest in the high 
school sports stories, but you might learn 
that the kid who lives down the road just 
scored the winning goal. Or perhaps you 
recognize the volunteer greeting you 
as you enter the hospital is the person 
recently honored for 40 years of service. 
These may be small events to you as you 
read them, but they provide the kinds of 
positive social connections we all need.

So, read the local paper. Get to know 
your neighbors. Attend Town Meetings, 
potluck suppers and local performances. 
These things bring people together even 
when they disagree on some issues. They 
are the things that help create and solidify 
community. Whether you are new to 
Vermont or have just been living in your 
own little bubble, get out, get connected. 
That’s how Vermont gained its character. 
That’s how a society, be it town, state or 
nation, becomes great. 

Editor’s note: Laurie Cox of Ripton 
happened to get a job at the local newspaper 
right out of college and changed her life. 
She moved on to other jobs, but in 2016 
she began contributing to the Ways of 
Seeing column in the Addison Independent 
and has been a faithful contributor since 
then.

LAURIE COX’S FIRST job out of collge was proofing at the Addison Independent, 
a job she feels helped her forge deep connections to the community.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE GRADUATE 
Laurie Cox, just prior to starting her 

proofreading job at the Addison 
Independent in 1971.
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Free Estimates!
Connorlandclearing.com

802-610-9383

HappyHappy 

8080thth   

Addy Indy! 
Addy Indy! 

The other day, the news editor got 
an email with the subject line, “Why I 
subscribe to the Addy Indy.”

Tricia Chatary of Middlebury told us: 
“As always, the police logs are some 
of the most interesting columns in the 
paper.”

She forwarded us a clipping from a log 
that had appeared in our paper. It read:

“In other recent activity, city police:  
On Sept. 21 took a report of a lost wallet 

last seen at Maplefields. The owner later 
found it in their washing machine.”

Then Chatary asked, “Was the owner 
subsequently arrested for money 
laundering?”

The news editor was irritated that the 
paper had missed a big money laundering 
story. But, composing himself, he saw 
Tricia’s sign-off, which read, “Ba-
dump.” And finally he got the joke.

Thanks for the laugh! 

We always read the police logs

READER 
ENGAGEMENT

other changes were afoot. Downtown 
Middlebury saw the loss of all of the stores 
I mentioned within a decade. While the 
early ’90s may have brought recession, it 
also brought rebirth.

In Vergennes, “gritty” was giving way 
to “renaissance” as the effort to reopen 
the opera house gained full strength and 
community members joined forces to buy 
and renovate downtown retail buildings. 
Middlebury would follow suit, led by the 
Town Hall Theater effort.

Meanwhile, rural Addison County 
continued to see a decline in dairy farms. 
The tough economy led to government 
buyouts of many farms’ herds, but, also, 
new generations of sibling farmers started 
combining resources to create many of the 
new large and modern farms we see today.

Learning of my work at the paper, 
friends from away would always comment: 
“You must have some amazing and funny 
stories” and wait for me to regale them. 
But I couldn’t. In reality, chronicling the 
first draft of history in Addison County 
was — and remains — mostly mundane 
selectboard and school board meetings; 
the tragedies of fires, murders and car 
accidents; the weather; the celebrations of 

births, graduations and weddings; and all 
the rest of everyday life. 

But a couple small stories stand out.
On July 1, 2000, Vermont legalized 

same-sex civil unions, and many couples 
immediately wedded. Before we had laid 
out the next edition of the paper, Joseph 
Watson and Michael Warner of Leicester 
delivered their wedding announcement 
to our office, an article and photo. We 
laid it out alongside all the “traditional” 
weddings, marking a new era for Vermont 
and a culture change for the country. I 
believe we were the first community paper 
anywhere to publish a same-sex wedding.

Friends sometimes just wanted 
something funny, so I would recount the 
day an angry female caller reached me to 
complain about an entry in the Vergennes 
Police Log. She was arrested for assault, 
allegedly knocking out the front teeth of 
another woman in a fight on the sidewalk 
outside a bar. 

“You got that all wrong!” she yelled. 
I explained that we got the information 

from the police, but if there was an error, 
we would be sure to correct it.

“Yeah!” the woman continued. “She lost 
them teeth way before I ever hit her!”

My one and only funny anecdote.

Conlon
(Continued from Page 11)
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BY JOHN S. MCCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY — The “community” has long been 

a part of this country’s community newspapers. People 
have always wanted to hear about what’s going on in 
their neighborhood, their town, their county. And there is 
usually an entrepreneur who wants to slake that thirst for 
community news.

Here in Addison County residents turned to a variety 
of newspapers long before the founding of the Addison 
Independent in 1946. The principal one is what we refer 
to as The Middlebury Register. The newspaper was 
founded in 1833 and saw its name mutate over the next 
century as it served its readers and advertisers before 
ultimately folding in 1947.

According to the Library of Congress, The Middlebury 
Register was one of Vermont’s longest running weekly 
newspapers. Historians attribute its roots to 1836, when a 
paper called the People’s Press was founded in the shire 
town. In keeping with the practice then of newspapers 
having staunchly partisan orientation, it also apparently 
used the name Anti-Masonic Democrat. As the fortunes 
of the business and the community changed over its first 
14 years, the paper changed its name several times, at 
some points being known as the Northern Galaxy and 
then the Middlebury Galaxy, before settling on The 
Middlebury Register in 1850. 

For a few years in the 1880s, the paper was known 
as The Middlebury Register 
and Addison County Journal, 
after it purchased a local rival. 
It returned to simply The 
Register, though it revived 
the “and Addison County 
Journal” during the last 
decade of its existence.

Founded by Justus Cobb 
and Daniel Spooner, The 
Middlebury Register was 
led by a series of editors and 
publishers. A University 
of Vermont source says 
that Lyman E. Knapp, who 
was later a governor of Alaska, 
was editor and publisher from 
1865 to 1878. In 1882, local 
businessman Joseph Battell 
joined with some partners to 
take control of The Register.

“Battell used The Register to 
promote his personal interests, 
projects, and opinions with 
articles that proclaimed the 
importance of wild lands and 
conservation, campaigned 
for local beautification and 
public works projects, and 
railed against the automobile 
and industrialization,” the 
unsigned UVM source 
wrote. “He supplemented the 
agricultural content with an 
illustrated ‘Horse Department’ 
that featured articles about 
his beloved Morgan horses. 
The Register flourished 
under Battell’s direction and 
remained an important local 
institution.”

Battell, as everyone knows, 
loved the Morgan breed and 
promoted the horse, which he 

bred. He also had a big farm 
in Weybridge, now known 
as the Morgan Horse Farm. 
In a VTDigger column, 
historian Mark Bushnell 
wrote that Battell saw a 
threat to the Morgan in the 

“so-
called horseless 
carriages, or automobiles, that were 
becoming popular early in the 20th century. 

“He used the pages of his Middlebury Register to 
protest against the arrival of these unwelcome menaces,” 
Bushnell continued. “He collected stories from the 
region’s newspapers about car crashes to highlight the 
threat — particularly to women and children — and 
printed them in The Register.”

Bushnell quoted a Battell editorial that appeared in the 
newspaper:

“Let the owners of the highway dragons build their 
own roads. It is impossible that highways can be used 
with safety and comfort by the two methods of travel.”

The Register continued with 
its ups and downs after Battell 
died in 1915. Over the next 
generation it noted the coming 
and going of two world wars 
with occasional stories on how 
the conflicts affected families 
— and particularly young men 
— in Addison County.

Despite the global economic 
growth after World War II, The 
Register could not weather the 
changes in media production, 
as the cost of newsprint, ink, 
press equipment and labor 
all rose. Ultimately, The 
Middlebury Register formally 
closed in 1947. But the 
demand for news on neighbors, 
policymakers and community 
led ultimately to the rise of 
another local newspaper, the 
Addison Independent.

Before the Independent, locals read The Middlebury Register

THE FRONT PAGE of The Middlebury Register in 1904 featured news of the 
nomination of Theodore Roosevelt as president at the Republican National 
Convention. Right after that is a story on the election of the local high school 
teachers by the school board.

Notably, the greatest portion of the front page encompasses advertising, 
including of sheep dip, hay forks, “ruberoid roofing” and “negligee shirts” for 
men.

JOSEPH 
BATTELL

Vintage
WANT AD PROMO 

— are you a 
smart lad?
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The Laberge family:
Insuring your family since 1955

1 Washington St., Middlebury
802-388-2772

How It’s GoinG

Dakin FarmDakin Farm
5797 Route 7, Ferrisburgh, VT 05456

100 Dorset Street, South Burlington, VT 05403
www.DakinFarm.comwww.DakinFarm.com

How It Started
CongratsCongrats 

from one 
long-running 

local institution 
to another!

husband’s business advertised in the paper 
and he spoke highly of the ad manager at 
the time, a woman named Susan Smulty. 

Quickly, Jane Spencer took to the role 
and within a few years she, herself, was 
promoted to ad manager. In her 31-year 
career at Addy Indy, Spencer became 
a central and beloved member of the 
Addy Indy’s staff and of the business 
community. She built trusted 
relationships with owners 
of Lazarus Department 
Store, Baker’s Jewelry, 
Bill Beck Real Estate 
and Johnson Furniture 
House, among others. Her 
advertisers became friends 
with whom she caught 
up and asked about their 
children, pets, properties 
and passions.

“I feel really fortunate 
that I worked here,” Spencer says today, 
reflecting on the history she shared with 
the Addy Indy. “I loved putting my good 
energy into something I really believed 
in.”

As a current ad manager at the Addy 
Indy, I can relate.

I stepped into this post in the summer 
of 2012, a 27-year-old ready to return 
“home” to Vermont and with the desire 
to establish deeper roots in a community. 
The sales team at the time was made up 
of seasoned advertising reps all at least 15 
years older than I was and with decades 
of experience in the role (shout out to 
Pam Dunne, Kim Estey, and the late Elisa 
Fitzgerald — all who trained directly with 
Jane Spencer). I was humbled and grateful 
to be welcomed warmly and taught that 

the path to success was 
through genuine curiosity, 
the capacity to listen, and 
a love for storytelling.

While our process today 
looks rather different than 
it did 40 — or 80 — years 
ago, the core of the job 
in advertising remains 
the same. We are match-
makers, working to 

understand local businesses well enough 
to represent their competitive advantages 
to the audiences we share through the 
platforms that best serve their goals. We 
use creative, beautiful, funny or ironic 
words and images to catch a reader’s 
attention for long enough to deliver a clear 

and compelling message. It’s a fun and 
unique challenge that — when it’s done 
well — is a benefit both for the reader 
(who learned about something they want or 
need), and the advertiser (who presumably 
acquired a customer). Especially in a small 
town where we rely on repeat business 
from advertisers, our long-term success is 
measured not by how many ads we sell, but 
by how effective those ads are — a great 
ad will sell itself over and over and over 
again, thus keeping a newspaper alive.

“I believe the intelligence of sales 
is highly underrated,” Spencer said to 

me in a recent interview. “It is a 
real and highly valuable skill that requires 
a very special kind of listening.”

Fortunately, for us, our shared passion 
for storytelling requires this dedication 
to careful listening and reflecting back 
onto the community the many gems that 
deserve to be discovered. It is a skill that 
has been refined and passed along from 
reporter to reporter, ad rep to ad rep, 
subscription manager to subscription 
manager and designer to designer over our 
80-year history at the Addy Indy, and one 
we have no intention of ever letting go.

“I believe the intelligence 
of sales is highly 
underrated. It is a real 
and highly valuable skill 
that requires a very 
special kind of listening.”

— Jane Spencer

Spencer
(Continued from Page 5)
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The Fitzgerald family 
salutes the Lynn family!

Congratulations from 
your local technology experts!

Our longevity shows the 
power of connection

1980-2026

www.bts-vt.com • (802) 388-8999
OPEN 7 DAYS, 5AM-8PM OPEN 7 DAYS, 5AM-8PM 

    
450 Route 22A   • 802-897-5160450 Route 22A   • 802-897-5160

Happy 80th Anniversary Addy Indy!Happy 80th Anniversary Addy Indy!

Under 10 Minutes from Middlebury and Vergennes!

Anniversary Trivia 
Answers

1   A — The Addison Independent began publishing when the Middlebury Register closed shop.

2  C — In 1946, a copy of the Addy Indy was 5¢.

3  C — 19,382, an increase of 1,438 from the 1940 census. The most populated towns, in

             order, were Middlebury, Bristol, Vergennes, and Ferrisburgh. According to the 2020

             census, the population of Addison County was 37,363. The top four most populated

             communities are the same, although Vergennes and Ferrisburgh have swapped positions.

4  B — A 5 lb. bag of Gold Medal Flour was 53¢ in a 1952 A&P ad.

5  A — One of the Middlebury Lions Club auction prizes in 1963 was a weekend in jail, which 

             included “good grub, television, and plenty of security in the air conditioned lock-up.”

6  D — Kitchen Potpourri, Handy Jim’s Fixin-Up Tips for Home and Farm, and the Old Timer 

were all mid-century Addy Indy columns.

7  D — Angelo Lynn purchased the Addy Indy in 1984.
See the Trivia Questions 

on Page 10

Hey Sue...

What’s this for?

Production Manager Sue Leggett has been at the Addison 
Independent for a remarkable 45 years, collecting a wealth of 
information about the process of putting out the 
paper. Check out the conversation Sue had with 
graphic designer Shannon Hart on social 
media. Find us on Facebook and Instagram 
— @addisonindependent.
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Local celebrity of sorts
AMONG THE STAFF photographers whose work has graced the pages 

of the Addy Indy is Jonathan Blake, who was on staff in 1990, and, to this 
day, has periodically contributed photos from around the county. Here is a 
portrait of Sandra Collins Good, a former follower of cult leader Charles Manson 
who ended up in Bridport. It ran in a 1990 Steve Rosenfeld profile of Good.

Independent photo/Jonathan Blake

Through the lens

Seymour St. Middlebury  388-7166

Someone said they were at Fire and Ice
and didn’t want to be disturbed

Elegant dining, privacy, soft lighting. Good food and legal vice.

Ad originally ran in 1975

Heads up!
TRENT CAMPBELL WAS the consummate professional, turning in fantastic 

images from around the county during his more than two decades (mostly in 
the 2000s) taking photos for the Addy Indy. Look at the expressions on the 
Middlebury and Vergennes players in this 2018 photo.

Independent photo/Trent Campbell
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Congrats to the Addison Independent from the 
Devoid Family at Maple Meadow Farm!

We’re both celebrating 80 years in 
business in Addison County!

 Maple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT • 802-352-4241
maplemeadowfarmeggs.com

“It was a very good year...”19461946  

helps single moms working through sub-
stance use dependency issues. She respects 
people who use their voice to back causes 
— even at the risk of their own livelihood 
or career.

So when actor/activist Jane Fonda said 
she would attend (and be honored) at this 
year’s MNFF, I thought I’d go for what 
might be my last autograph forage. I sent 
away for a black-and-white glossy photo 
of a 1970 Fonda mugshot, with her fist 
raised. Fonda, after her talk at Town Hall 
Theater on Aug. 30, kindly inscribed it to 
Diane.

I wrote stories about Stone and Fonda, 
but don’t think I crossed any ethical bound-
aries — they were both features based on 
questioning done by MNFF Artistic Di-
rector Jay Craven. I don’t believe the New 
England Newspaper & Press Association 
will be coming after my membership card 
.

Autographs
(Continued from Page 12)

to protect the environment. High school 
sports games and graduation ceremonies, 
Memorial Day and Fourth of July parades, 
and results from Field Days competitions 
were all covered in much the same way 
they are now.

Looking back on the past 50 years of 
news coverage, I reflected that the issues 
Addison County readers cared about then 
are not so different from the ones that in-
terest us today: quality education for our 
children, safe and affordable communi-
ties, a stable local economy, and protect-

ing Vermont’s natural resources, to name 
just a few. The world may have changed 
a lot in the past 50 years, but Indepen-
dent readers have always cared about the 
events and people, both ordinary and ex-
traordinary, that make up the fabric of our 
community.

Archives
(Continued from Page 13)

Congratulations on 80 years, 
Addy Indy! 

Thank you 
for being with 

us since the 
beginning.
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Thank you, 

Addy Indy, for being 
the marketing arm of 
our “Dream Team”.

- Brad and Connie

• Outdoor & Indoor Kitchen Design
• Bath design
• Plumbing Fixtures
• Cabinetry & Countertops
• Hardware & more!(802) 458-8999

CALL US TODAY!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT
BRADFORDKITCHEN AND BATH.COM

Local improvement projects completed with Bradford’s team
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