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Addison Volunteer Fire Department
Chase Atkins Adam Berno
John Baker Gerrit Beenen
Joshua Barnes Bradley Clark, Chief
Josiah Barnes Kyle Clark
Rob Barrows Corey Collette

Kevin Comes
Jordan Fleming
Dan Flynn
Ethan Gevry
Matthew Gevry
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Devin Parker
Chris Reed
Kevin Reed
Todd Reed
Phil Stearns

Howard Grant
Scott Howard
Chris Mulliss

Randy Stearns
Logan Thibeault
Henry Tierney
Steve Torrey
Ryan Wright

Matt Murphy
Geoff Nelson

They're our
insurance,
We are yours.

Laberge

Insurance Agency Inc.

Since 1955

Reed’s
Equipment |

— Engineering
GTA\ i
Our appreciation goes out to all

Addison County Firefighters!

1 Washington Street, Middlebury  388-2772

-
YREFMAX
NORTH PROFESSIONALS
Gratitude for all
the brave, selfless
firemen and women
who protect us.

Bonnie Gridley - Broker | 802-349-8646
bgridleyvt@gmail.com

Judy Murdock — Realtor | 802-458-7589
judymurdockvt@gmail.com
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Mike Collette: Vergennes Fire Department’s historian

By SOPHIA KESHMIRI
VERGENNES — From the opposite
side of the room, Mike Collette can point
to one of the numerous images decorating
the walls in the basement of the Vergennes
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service remains a significant part of his
life.

“He comes to trainings and certainly
our community events. Due to his age,
he has slowed down. He’s not the first
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VERGENNES FIRE DEPARTMENT members Mike Collette, left, and Dean Gilmore
show off a banner celebrating the department’s sesquicentennial. As of this past
summer, volunteers have provided fire protection to Vergennes for 150 years.

Fire Station and provide a verbal caption.
That extends to the fire station itself.
“This building was the gym to the

high school until 1959,” he told a recent
visitor while motioning to the vast space
where the Vergennes Fire Department
trucks are parked. “The ag department
was downstairs. That’s were Ray Davison
taught.”

Collette, of course, was referring to
firefighter who served the county for 46
years not just putting out blazes, but also
improving the training of firefighters not
just locally, but throughout the region.

Collette’s knowledge extends beyond
the people in the local fire service; he
can recite the decade the Little City’s
firefighters wore the uniform dressing
a mannequin in another corner of the
station.

And if given the chance to share why
the bucket hanging from a hook a few
steps away is rounded, not flat on the
bottom, he’s likely to explain the hardcore
rationale of his hoseless predecessors —
bucket brigaders wouldn’t be tempted
to set down a vessel with a curved base
because it would spill the much-needed
contents.

After 65-years volunteering with the
department, the 84-year-old, whose
red pickup truck matches the hue of the
massive apparatuses inside the VFD
garage, doesn’t just rattle off dates, facts
and tenets about the profession. He speaks
“fire,” and VFD history, like it’s his
mother tongue.

Collette’s name has been a fixture of the
Vergennes Fire Department roster since
1961. And after 65 years in the field, the

Independent photo/John S. McCright

one out the door generally, but he will
certainly still respond to calls and offer
whatever assistance that he can,” Chief
David DiBiase said.

“And we always make sure we find a
place for him to be useful and helpful.
And it’s not hard to do because he’s a guy
that is willing to do anything to this day.”

While still being involved in the day-to-
day work ofa volunteer firefighter, Collette
has grown into a role only somebody with
decades of experience could.

“He’s an anchor for the fire department
when it comes to acknowledging our
history and also welcoming the future,”
DiBiase said.

“He’s a gentleman that obviously has
seen a lot of change in the fire service, but
he’s also not stuck in the old ways. And
as much as he likes to make sure that we
remember, he always supports us in the
new technology and the new endeavors
and the future path of Vergennes Fire

Department. So, he’s certainly an
inspiration to me.”
FAMILY OF FIREFIGHTERS

Collette came to the fire station for an
interview this summer equipped with
prints of family members dressed in
firefighter uniforms.

One showed his father-in-law, Ralph
Jackman, who served as chief for many
years. And another of his son, a career
firefighter who currently heads the
Williston Fire Department. Collette’s
grandfather also served.

Collette, a third-generation VFD
member, attributes the longevity of
his stay with the organization to being
surrounded by firefighting his whole life.

He called the trade “hereditary.”

Not only did his grandfather and father-
in-law answer the call — so did Collette’s
father, brothers, and for a time his wife,
Jackman’s daughter.

When asked what made him initially
join in 1961, Collette acknowledged the
images on the table in front of him and
answered simply, “probably one of these

guys.7,
What does Collette enjoy about
firefighting?

“It’s dangerous now, as it was then, but
it’s a civic duty to the community,” he
said.

He’s not one to gloss over the intensity
of the work.

“We’ve had some
good fires. I have seen a

Leigh Schroeder, who was thrown from a
firetruck while responding to call in 1948.
He died from the injuries he suffered in
the line of duty.

“He was my dad’s best friend,” Collette
recounted.

“Mike is a wealth of knowledge,”
DiBiase said. “He’s also somebody that
he can always put a smile on your face
and crack a joke at any given moment,
and certainly in the places that you least
expect it.”

Collette’s contribution to maintaining
that history is far more than a feel-good
project.

“He can just tell us about those things
and it helps us understand,” DiBiase said.

“We’re pretty lucky to
see where we’ve come

lot in my day,” he said.

to and what we have

“Sometimes you have today, as well as him
to just go home and cry (‘ e always make going, ‘Guys, we’ve
because they bother you sure we find a always progressed.
so bad.” place for (Mike That’s always been

While Collette has Collette) to be what  we’ve  done.

amassed a  books-
worth of experiences
firefighting, he’s also
collected decades worth
of observations on the

useful and helpful. And it’s
not hard to do because he’s
a guy that is willing to do

We’ve always just gone
through and gone to the
next thing and gotten
better every time we do

: ; » it.” So Mike’s ability to
change and growth of anything to this day. add that outlook on the
a crucial service, both — Vergennes Fire Chief ~ department is always
far-reaching measures David DiBiase ~ helpful.”
and locally. Collette  wondered,

Though fighting with a chuckle, why
fires is still dangerous, DiBiase keeps him on
improvements in the 40-person roster.

technology, training and protocols have
made the job safer than it once was.

The  Vergennes department
expanded as well.

“They’reagreatbunch of guys,” Collette
said. “There’s 40 of them. When
I came in in 1961, well, there
was probably anywhere from
15 to 18 volunteers.”

When prompted about his
favorite aspect of the job,
Collette’s mind goes to the
people he serves alongside.

“I'm proud of them,” he
said. “Proud of this department,
where it’s come from.”
PRESERVING HISTORY

Among the collection of
documents Collette brought to
the fire station this summer were
a copy of the VFD bylaws and
two other packets explaining
parts of the Vergennes Fire
Department’s history.

Collette made sure to point
out that these offerings were
just a small subset of the records
he has stored in his collection at
home.

One of the roles Collette
has assumed is preserving the
volunteer organization’s storied
past. He’s responsible for much
of the memorabilia adorning the
walls, and filling trophy cases
he built, in the Vergennes fire
station basement.

A piece of history that he
wants people to remember is
the story of volunteer firefighter

has

“Ain’t figured it out yet,” he joked.

For the chief, Collette’s contributions
are invaluable:

“I don’t know how we’d do it without
him.”

LONGTIME VERGENNES FIREFIGHTER Mike
Collette points to a mannequin in the city fire
station while explaining how an early breathing
device operated to help firefighters battle
smokey blazes up close. Despite his love of
the past, Collette is up on the latest firefighting
technologies and advocates for their use.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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Brandon Fire Department
Ken Backus Steve Bilodeau Lexi Duby Harry S. Hunt Sr. Alan Knapp Marc Muth Alexis Beaulieu
Jake Bertrand Jeff Cohen Ron Euber Kyle Hutchins Graham Kresfelder Robertas Nielsen Hannah Bertrand
Scott Bertrand Bradley Danforth Oscar Gardner Brian Kilpeck Jordan Martin Brent Scarborough Jason Hartwell
Jesse Bilodeau Adam Duby Harry L Hunt Jr. Tom Kilpeck Tracey Murray Brent Young William Kilpeck

To those who give th
strength, and heart — We Tha‘n

Your courage keeps our com:

THANK YOU,
FIREFIGHTERS

We're proud to serve communities where neighbors look out for one
another. Few embody that spirit more than our local firefighters,
including these members of the extended Goodro family:

Donald Patterson, Middlebury Firefighter
Kaitlyn Sawyer, New Haven Auxiliary
Joseph Sawyer, New Haven Truck Captain
Richard Gomez, Monkton Lieutenant
Zach Welch, Bridport Firefighter
Taylor Betourney, Bridport Auxiliary

802 388_2500 To all who answer the call, thank you for your courage and service.

1111 1111 Wil F-7:30-5, Sat. 8-1 : GOODRO

distinctivepaintandinteriors.com
‘ 1396 Rte 7 South | Middlebury, VT . LUMBER

DisTiNCTIVE PAINT AND INTERIORS
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

ESTABLISHED 1949

Brldport Volunteer Fire Department

Nick Audet Levi Gordon Rayne Plante Logan Luftus Dexter Oliver Tony Boulanger Sam Wheeler
Mike Barrett Clifford E. Huestis, Chief Corey Pratt Colin Foster Dan Thomas Mark Foster Logan Yustin
Colby Beinhaur Eric Huestis Obidiah Ranney Cody Devries Honorary Members: Timothy Howlett Chaz Welch
Micheal Carter Morgan Huestis Silas Ranney Ernest Audet Missy Audet, Dispatcher Kate Ingwersen Micheal Prime
Richard Coursey Michael Lawton Richard Shimel Keith Betourney Tyler Audet Anthony Korda

Daron Gendron Kobe Loftus Philip Wagner Dean DeGray Jason Betourney Morgan Lilly

Aidin Girard Gary Novosel Charles Welch Jr. Joseph DeGray Alex Bishop Michael Nyisalosky

Chris Gordon Aaron Qullette Zach Welch Clement Gaboriault Mike Smith

The residents of Bridport
would like to thank you
for your dedication and PLUMBING & HEATING INC

commitment to the safety

of our community!

Honoring the courage that
keeps Addison County safe

Thank you to all area Fire Departments

“Honoring the courage that

:”keeps Addison Couh

h %— _ . J — - ::, coMMERcIAL & RESIDENTIAL _._.‘: .
82 CROWN POINT ROAD * BRIDPORT, VT 05734 Mon-Fri l IA.L.L/ 802-388-2296

7am - 3pm BOILER & MECHANICAL SERV'CE 24/7 Pager Service
802-758-2483

1786 Route 7 South « Middlebury, VT
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A TRIBUTE TO ADDISON COUNTY’S BRAVEST
Thank You, Addison County Firefighters

Your dedication keeps our homes, our families, and our neighbors safe
- we’re proud to build in the communities you protect.

At Addison Residential, we design and build homes throughout
Addison County with safety built in from the studs out: thoughtful
kitchen layouts, quality millwork, and spray foam & cellulose
insulation rated to today’s fire and energy codes.

BUILT WITH CARE, FROM THE GROUND UP

Find us online and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram to keep Il'l'

up to date on all of our projects!
ADDISON RESIDENTIAL AR INSULATORS

AddisonResidential.com | 802-388-7707
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Bristol Fire Department

Mark Bouvier Terry Farr Amos Martin, Captain
Peter Coffey KevinLaRose, Assistant Chief ~ Eric Forand, Deputy Chief
Peter Bouvier Brett LaRose, Chief Jarrett Kimball, Emerg.
Joel Bouvier Matt Lathrop Veh. Tech.

James Robideau Brian W. Wendel Carl Gile

John Heffernan Lance Perlee Kris Perlee

Jim Whitcomb Nathan Bouvier Nathan Booska

" ACKMAN'S OF BRISTq

ENERGY ALTERNATIVES

Thank you Addlson COunty

Flreflghters)‘for Protectmg
our Community!

-

64 Jackman Drive « Bristol, VT 05443
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:
802-453-2381 or www.Jackmansinc.com

Anthony Robideau Nick Guilbeault Sawyer Visco-Lyons, Cadet
Adrian Ludka, Lieutenant Koby LaRose Eliza Ruble, Cadet
Caleb Rockwood, Michael Stienss
Emerg. Vieh. Tech. Dana Nagy
Greg Swain Paige Guilbeault, Cadet
Ethan DeWitt Mason Forand, Cadet
James Cole Kai Ludka, Cadet
e IR

7

Sulserioz Online

addisonindependent.com
OR

ADDISON COUNTY

y INDEPENDENT

58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753
802-388-4944 ext 104

“We are
very proud
of our
firefighters,
-8 Kevin and
W Brett!”

C!
Il

Land Surveying, Topographic
Surveying, Land Planning, Septic ‘

~ Design and State & Local Permitting i d
“‘“ We wiill assist you through the
S permitting process.

25 West St. - PO Box 388 + Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818 « Fax: 802-329-2138 * www.larosesurveys.com
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Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department
Josiah Benoit Peter Conlon Will Glass
Dave Berno Chris Dayton Ingrid Jackson
Vaughn Berno Dennis Dougherty Gail Isenberg
Charlie Bearor Aven Frankovic Richard Isenberg
Justin Boyer Megan Frankovic Sue Johnson
Lew Castle Alex Getty Luke Jerome

Thank you,
Addison County
Volunteer Firefighters!

A special Silver Maple salute
to Cornwall firefighter
Ingrid Jackson,
who shows up for us every day as well.

Thank you for your service.

From our crew to
yours — thank you for
keeping us safe.

OILVER MAPLE

VERMONT | SINCE 2006

Bruce Koontz

Cait LaVerne-Lily
Mike Magluilo
Ken Manchester
Ben Marks
Nathan Nyein

Ed Peet Conor Stinson

Blair Peterson Daniel Tso

Lauren Ringley Chief Raph Worrick
Haley Stearns

Josh Stearns

Sean Stearns

K Collaborating with Municipalities
throughout Vermont to Design
\ Essential Services Facilities

VERMONT INTEGRATED

WAITSFIELD VT | MIDDLEBURY VT | 802-989-7249
WWW.VERMONTINTEGRATEDARCHITECTURE.COM

University of

Vermont Health
Porter Medical Center

Thank you to all
Addison County
Firefighters

Interested in joining
our volunteer team?

Please send an email to
PMC-Volunteers@portermedical.org
or call Kelly Walters at 802-382-3444
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Ferrisburgh Volunteer Fire Department
Jim Averill Adam Deslile Emily Patterson Garret Crift Dave Bowles, Life Member
Evan Ambrose Matt Duval Anthony Porter Rodney Hill Tony Caruso, Life Member
Joe Bashaw, Treasurer Caylib Gaboriault Roger Richmond Randi Thompson Michael Donnelly, Life Member
Crew Bertrand, Captain Joshua Hanlon Jeff Vinge Chris Cervi George Gardner, Life Member
Mark Chaffee Rob Healy Bill Wager, Chief Kyle Clark, Sr. Cadet Dave Grippin, Life Member
Art Cohn, Chaplain Finnley Jacobson Hannah Webber, Secretary William Cervi, Sr. Cadet Paul Hoffman, Life Member
Mike Coyle, Assistant Chief Travis Kimball C.J. Webber |zaiha Deyette, Sr. Cadet George Marcotte, Life Member
Shane Coyle, Deputy Chief Peter Markowski Rick White Emmytt Duval, Cadet Kenny Lemner, Life Member
Ryan Cushing, Captain Rob Mullin Spencer White Zachary Gaboriault, Cadet Peter McNichol, Life Member

Granville Volunteer Fire Department
Danial Sargeant, Fire Chief Henry Webb Grace Lambert John Weiner Theodore Smith
Logan Wright, Asst. Chief Jon Lambert, Captain Hunter Lambert, Cadet John Hirsch

Louis Englehardt, 2nd Asst. Chief Nichole Lambert Kira Sargeant, Lieutenant Jacob Doyle
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Hancock Volunteer Fire Department

Jacques Veilleux, Chief Garrett Brown Talen Champion-Veilleux

Jordan Champney; First Asst. Cathrin Denis Renee Veilleux, Secretary/ Treasurer
Tim Brown, Second Asst. Kim Trenholm Scott Krouse

Kevin Hewitt Joe Shaw Thomas Veilleux

======

Lincoln Volunteer Fire Department

Matt Atkins Grady Brokaw Dudley Leavitt Henry Orvis Aaron Thomas
Chase Atkins Matt Brown Will Mathis Grace Orvis Tyler Willey
Mason Atkins Jeff Cousino Bob Maurer Jake Peirce Terence Zecha
Chelsea Bashaw Graham Huntington Dan Ober, Chief Alex Peterson

Jesse Bashaw Sprague Huntington Jake Orvis Jeremy Ratta
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You Give So Much.
You Ask for So Little.
Our Community Is So Grateful.

Thank you for answering the call, protecting our
communities, and making sacrifices that can never
truly be repaid.

-

"

i =

W Proper fire management isn’t easy.
.Q\\\“”,,/), Thank you for all that you do.
. —

e
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ERICA Marble Works, Middlebury e« (802)388-3300

A M N
L TB REBD americanflatbread.com

Middlebury Hearth ' Bty Wkt - oo
Dinner: Tues-Th 5-9 ¢ Fri-Sat 4:30-9

THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
&=/ |  SALUTES ITS DEDICATED
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS.

Thanking the hundreds of Addison
County Fire Volunteers for

THANK YOU ALL FOR THE COMMITMENT YOU J§  Protecting Property and People!
SHOW AND THE SERVIGE YOU PROVIDE US! S -

ChamplainValleyProperty.net Champlain Valley

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT Properties
WWW.TOWNOFMIDDLEBURY.ORG




Michael Bougor
Jonathan Brooks
David Broughton
Jeff Carpenter
Rick Cole

Joe D'Avignon
Josh DiShaw

Jon Duckworth

Middlebury Fire Department

Shawn Frost
Paul Garrow
Randy Garrow
LeRoy Graham
Blake Harrison

Ruby Harrison-Irwin

Brian Hayes
Knox Hayunga
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Andy Klein
Ethan Klosseck
Delaynah Leavitt
Andrew L'Roe
Laurent Lussier
Mike Mayone
Dylan Montagu
Piper O'Neill

Donald Patterson
Skip Patterson
Karissa Peltier
Tim Porter

Dan Ribaudo

Audrey A Rossbach

Gabe Schine
Myron Selleck

Scott Selleck

Pat Shaw

David Shaw, Chief
August Stauffer
Aidan Ulian

Larry Volkert
Brett Wilhelm

> FIRE & ICE

RESTAURANT

%7%

10 OUR NEIGHBORS AT THE MIDDLEGURY FIRE DEPARTMENT!

WE RE THANKFUL FOR ALL YOU DO TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.

WWW.FIREANDICERESTAURANT.COM
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Monkton Volunteer Fire Department

Chief Robert Howard Buzz Kuhns David Bristol Lucas Charbonneau Life Members
Matt DuPont Curtis Layn Jesse Freegard Ben Charboneau Buck Bennett
Rick Gomez Daniel Reinhart Sean Henry Greg Cota David Layn

Cody Haines Dylan Layn Colin Judge Mike New Bill Van Steanburg
Chris Kruckel Logan Young Lee Delarm

New Haven Fire Department

Neil Allen Jerad Gorton, Truck Capt. Mark Livingston, Chief Aaron Napolean, 2nd Asst. Chief Evan Audy
Jon Boise Roger Hamilton Mason Livingston John Palmer Chris Brown
Andrew Bouton Moriah Sullivan Hebert Phil Livingston Jr,, Line Capt. Dick Sawyer

Cody Cyr, Tst Asst. Chief Collin Jennings Phil Livingston Sr. Joe Sawyer, Truck Capt.

Alex Bishop, Line Capt. Marcel Kimball Alan Mayer Anna Jo Smith



By ELOISE CHRISTY

BRIDPORT — Founded in 1961, the
Bridport Ladies Auxiliary has supported
the Bridport Volunteer Fire Department
for decades, but as people got busier, the
group became quiet for a time. Revived in
2023, the auxiliary has grown into a group
of volunteers who organize community

Addison Independent * A SALUTE TO FIREFIGHTERS ° Thursday, September 3, 2026 — PAGE 15

BridportLadies Auxiliaryrevivesthedecades-
long tradition of supporting their firefighters

volunteer organization — they all do.
For many members, supporting the
Bridport Volunteer Fire Department also
means supporting their own families and
neighbors.

“One of the big things about this fire
department is it’s family,” Mary Beth
Novosel said. “It goes back generations.

events, raise money for equipment, We have some firemen that — I mean, it’s
provide food and refreshments at just generation after generation. You’ll
emergency scenes and support the find fathers, sons. It’s very much a family
department’s firefighters on and off duty.  and community-oriented department.”
Current members include Tricia This sense of family that is cultivated
Gordon, Katie Welch, in the ladies auxiliary
Taylor Betourney, Liz is also reflected in
Bordreau, Laurie Pratt, the work they do.
Mary Beth Novosel, ( ( ack in the day Members organize
JoAnna Catet, Jo.anne when the ladies around one ﬁJndrai.ser
Reynolds, Katie Shimel, B : a  month, varying
Tajah Marsden, Sophia auxiliary existed, from bingo nights and
Welch  and  Nicole it was more for paint-and-sip events to
Reilly. The auxiliary support when the firemen community lunches,
also recognizes Sherry ey B all aiming to raise
Ouellette, who died in werg out fighting a fire money for tghe volunteer
May, as a fundamental ~ Making sure they had coffee 4. department. One
member of the auxiliary.  on a cold night or their key role the auxiliary

“I think initially back
in the day when the
ladies auxiliary existed,

bellies were full.”
— Tricia Gordon

performs is providing
food and drinks for the
firefighters during long

it was more for support

when the firemen were

out fighting a fire,” Tricia Gordon said.
“Making sure they had coffee on a cold
night or their bellies were full. We’re that
as well, but we do a lot of fundraising for
them because it’s all volunteer.”

Members say supporting both the fire
department and the Bridport community
is at the heart of everything they do. The
Bridport Ladies Auxiliary is the only
ladies auxiliary in Addison County and
one of the very few that exist in all of
Vermont.

“This is my second family,” one of
the youngest members of the auxiliary
Taylor Betourney said. “T used to work
at Pratt’s (Store) and that’s a whole
sense of community, and now I work
in Middlebury and I didn’t find that
community anymore. So this keeps me
involved, which I really enjoy. Just doing
anything I can to support my family.”

Betourney is not the only one who
sees this auxiliary as more than a

emergencies. They
stock bins with snacks,
water and coffee and deliver meals to the
crew while they work on fire emergencies.

Although many of the members have
relatives or spouses in the department,
auxiliary membership is not limited to
firefighters’ families.

“It’s important to also note that you
don’t have to be a wife of a fire department
member,” Liz Bordreau said. “I’m not a
wife. I’m not a mother. But I’ve been in
this, I grew up in this community and I’ve
lived in Bridport my entire life. So when
the auxiliary started, I wanted to be able
to help and fundraise. So for me, it was
‘how can I support our fire department?’
Because this is my community.”

Bordreau said volunteering is a personal
matter for her when it comes to supporting
the fire department. When she was five
years old, her family’s home caught fire,
allowing her to fully appreciate the work
these firefighters do and the fundraising
they rely on to get equipment. If people

support the auxiliary, she said, this is one
way to help ensure the department has the
resources it needs to keep the community
safe.

“Our firemen wanted us to revive the
ladies’ auxiliary,” Gordon said. “It’s
open to the public ... Anyone’s welcome
really. We do it for the community, too.
There are events that we put together for
the community, but they’re also mostly
fundraising for the fire department.”

Some of these events include cookouts,
a Texas Hold’em poker tournament, bingo
nights and turkey bingo, a Father’s Day
barbecue, a Christmas-time memory tree
tradition, trunk or treat for the kids and
more. The businesses in the community
pitch in to help their local fire department
through donating prizes or other items for
raffles during these events. The women
themselves are some of the main donors
to the fire department as well.

During a recent overnight fire in New
Haven that drew multiple departments,
auxiliary members packed peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches, snacks, crackers

and water to keep the firefighters going
through the night. Along with sandwiches,
members often bring homemade meals
and baked goods for firefighters working

long hours. Gordon’s homemade
macaroni and cheese and maple cookies
have become favorites among the crew.

One of the auxiliary’s newest projects is
a community cookbook featuring recipes
alongside photographs and stories from
the history of both the auxiliary and the
fire department. Members also recently
designed their own Bridport Ladies
Auxiliary t-shirts, another symbol of the
organization’s revival and presence in the
community.

More than 60 years after it was
founded, members hope the auxiliary
will continue to strengthen not only the
Bridport Volunteer Fire Department,
but the community surrounding it. They
believe they could inspire other volunteer
departments to begin similar auxiliaries.

“How wonderful would it be for other
small volunteer departments to have more
support?” Laurie Pratt said.

“It doesn’t take a lot, you can put into it
what you want,” Novosel added. “It’s not
mandatory. You show up when you can,
you go to what events you can. We all
have busy lives. The commitment is what
you can make of it ... But it really makes
a huge difference and it gave me a sense
of being involved in my community.”

MEMBERS OF THE Bridport Ladies Auxmary work to support their local fire
department, and they also have a good time doing it. Here they stand with a poster
celebrating Sherry Ouellette, a fundamental member of the auxiliary who died this

spring.

Your courage is always
in clear VlEW._ L

PROUD TO SHUPPORT THE HEROES
WHO SAFEGUARD OUR TOWINS.

Thank-ou, =

Tl —

flreflghters* ~=-~~j~_

ﬁ < \mj ’b\\ ’
yDPLEBURy S A QA@
EY E (802) 388-2811 91 Main Street J Middlebﬁry, VT 0 @ S
ASSOCIATES www.middleburyeye.com Addison County Commission Sales, Inc.

Thomas G. Wisnowski & Sons
Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740 « 802-388-2661

OPEN: M, W, F: 7:45am- 5:00pm
T, TH: 7:45am-8:00pm
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Orwell Fire Department

Chief Alex Kansky Jesse Booska Thomas “T)" Benard
Ist Asst. Chief Paul Metcalf Susan Hauck Scott Messer

2nd Asst. Chief Seth Gero Louis Hall Samuel St. Peter
Capt. Ben Alger Bob Arnebold Jeremiah Nolan
Peter Ochs Sandy Korda Max Carpenter

David Carpenter Travis Betourney
Jess Krol

Jim Booska

Allen M. Alger

Devon Kibbey

Addison County’s
Oldest Locally-Owned Tire Shop

Thank you Addison County
Firefighters for keeping
everyone in our
communities safe!

oUNTY 7
The Under-the-car (0 CeNTER, ’ch&
care specialist. g; FAMILY élg
‘9 A’IDDLEB\“" 3§

@ Y8Rip [*

Let us help you drive safely. Stop in today!

ADDISON COUNTY

%ALIGNMENT

" NEW | HAVEN VT S

Proud to Support our local
Fire and Rescue squads!

Thank you'

33 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 802-388-7620 7409 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ste 1, New Haven VT 05472  802-723-2227
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Ripton Fire Department

Patrick Albertini Jay Harrington Erica Mathis Reid Peck Amy Sheldon
Justin Allen Jack Hoyler Will Mathis Chief Chris Pike Gary Smith
George Cammack John Hughes |r. Dennis Mayer Colvin Pike Joel Tickner
Jaime Cammack Alison Joseph Tomas McElhaney Elias Pike Graeham Zieger
Levi Doria Marty Kulczyk Laura McIntosh Zoe Pike Jim Zieger

Ross Elliot Chris Lacey Matthew McIntosh Ingrid Punderson-Jackson

Erik Eriksen Bobby Lau Shelby Monica Irene Poole

Baxter Harrington Wendy Leeds Mark Nelson Chris Roche

e L NS e - 8

Salisbury Volunteer Fire Department
Justin Allen Kevin Charbonneau Hunter Lloyd Gary Smith Dylan Stowe
Levi Cram Mark Foster, Chief Reid Lumbra Sean Sullivan Jordan Stearns
Craig Bielawski Colin Foster Dean Mandigo Fred Kenny
Ryan Emilio Ben Fuller Tommy Nop Connor Lussier
Matt Booska Nicole Hamer John Nuceder Michaela Charbonneau

Gary English John Hughes Foster Provencher Ben Nop
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Shoreham Fire Department

Chief Jason Paquette 2nd Captain Jesse Wing Bob Warren

Ist Assistant Chief Jeff Treadway Ist Lieutenant Brent Lafountain Nicole Hamer
2nd Assistant Chief Chris Stearns Ind Lieutenant Tristian Stearns Nathan Littlefield
Ist Captain Tiffany Littlefield Larry Wanamaker Tim Steady

Thank you,
Addison County
Volunteer Firefightersl

An extra dose of gratitude
to Shoreham firefighter
Nathan Littlefield,

a valued member of our
Silver Maple family as well.

David Pinkerton Rick Brisson
Christian Paske Tierek Quesnel
Wyatt Stearns Larry Bougor
Jeremy Putnam

[hark you, Addison County Lmergency Kesponders
faﬁ your ée/é n our aa/f(/m/r/l{y.
CO-OPERATIVE
INSURANCE

Thank you for your service.

Crafting strong
communities, thanks to
those who protect them.

N ‘
7 a,_-"ei'
4

SILVER MAPLE

VERMENT | SINCE 2006

COMPANIES

As a member-focused insurer, we offer financial security and
frusted protection through personal, commercial, and farm
insurance—delivering on our promise with integrity and care.

HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢« AUTO * FARM

Middlebury, Vermont « 802-388-7917 * co-opinsurance.com

Committed to our MEMBERS,

protecting what matters most.
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Starkshoro Volunteer Fire Department

Carter Antos-Ketcham Matt Estey, Asst. Chief Ryan Lee, Capt. lan Roulat Kaitlyn Ward
Dennis Casey Tom Estey, Chief David Orvis Noah Roulat

Eric Cota, Truck Capt. Shawn Euber Jeb Orvis Leslie Rublee

Norman Cota, Safety Officer Sprague Huntington Tony Porter, Asst. Chief Roger Thibault

Will Elwell Dan Kuzio, Capt. Tucker Porter Ryan Senna, Capt.

EastView thanks the Middlebury Fire Department.

Il sleep better ... knowing you’re here for us.

—oN————
gdéﬁﬁéﬁlﬂi 100 EastView Terrace « Middlebury, Vermont 05753 « (802) 989-7501

AT MIDDLEBURY www.EastViewMiddlebury.com
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Vergennes Fire Department

David DiBiase, Chief John Dugan

Matt Crowley, Deputy Chief Brian Fraser

Matt Fraley, Deputy Chief Cory Lumbra

Liam Casey, Captain Jeff Stone

Peter McDurfee, Captain KC Ambrose

Steven Sickles, Captain Jack Badger

Keegan Sullivan, Captain Benjamin Beaudoin
Bill Brown

Ryan Donnelly

and
dedication

+* to our comimunity

Vergennes
Fire Department

Adam Bunde Caleb Dion Reid Lumbra

Robert Burbo Tyler Farnsworth Jared Macintire

Kevin Charbonneau Dan Flynn Chris McKirryher

Jackson Coffey Zachary Gebo Zack Norris

Mike Collette Dean Gilmore Walker Randall

Trevor Currier Kyle Goucher Ryan Sheehan

Mike Daniels Jeremy Kelly Caroline Stapleton
Benedict Diehl-Noble Ben Laflam Simon Diehl-Noble, Cadet

(On# creoim union
IS PROUDTO

SUBBORT

URC MM&NITY

RCENNESANDIADDISON COUNTY FIREEInin 7. /s SRU1 &
w& | > UN '\ W 2%1} -1:_ JITN

Ry e b i
Y *

WWIONECUIORGBIRA8 CREEN'STAVERGENNES




By RACHELLE TALBERT
MIDDLEBURY — If you call the
fire department in Middlebury, the
ones helping you will not only be
your neighbors. The Middlebury Fire
Department has seven Middlebury
College students on staff at all times.

One of these is 21-year-old Aidan
Ulian, a rising senior and Physics major
from Wellesley Hills, Mass. Like the
other firefighters, he is on call 24/7 for
any emergency.

Though balancing his studies with
firefighting is not an easy task, Ulian said
he volunteers to fights fires so he can
get involved in the broader Middlebury
community.

“I didn’t want to come to school and
just go to Middlebury College. I wanted
to come here and live here for four years,
” Ulian told the Independent.

In his first year at the college, Ulian
felt that it was easy to stay isolated on
campus and not come into town. Since
becoming a firefighter, though, he has
built connections with the department
in addition to interacting with the
Middlebury community. On each call, he
discovers new parts of town and meets
Middlebury residents.

“This is such a great way to get to
know the people in the department
who have all different types of jobs in
the community,” Ulian said. “And it’s a
really good community here within the
station.”

Ulian built close

has working

The Town of Panton extends
its thanks and gratitude
to the Vergennes' Fire

Department and all aur
area firefighters who help
keep Pantan safe.
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Middlebury College students strengthen community fire department

relationships with gas delivery drivers,
people who work at Goodro Lumber and
all varieties of Middlebury residents. But
Ulian’s interest in the fire department
doesn’t end with connecting to the local
community. It also came from a dream
that began at age five.

Sixteen years ago, Ulian’s mom took
him to hear Charlie Duke, an Apollo
astronaut. Duke was a spacecraft
communicator for the first ever moon
landing, and in 1972, he was the 10th
person to walk on the moon — and the
youngest. When Ulian heard him speak,
he wanted to be an astronaut, too.

“I was five years old — I was blown
away. He was on the moon, oh my
goodness. | immediately went into my
astronaut phase,” Ulian said, “and then
as [ got a little bit older, I was like, how
could I do this?”

After doing some research, Ulian found
out that many astronauts start out in the
Navy. At around age 12, Ulian decided
that if he wanted to be an astronaut, he
should work toward entering the Navy.

To Ulian, the Middlebury Fire
Department is another step in that
journey.

“The Navy has a big emphasis on
firefighting,” Ulian said. “They’re
carrying weaponry on boats, and a fire
on a boat is not going to be the best thing
in the world.”

Before Ulian began working for the fire

(See College Students, Page 23)

PANTON
VERMONT
1761

Peak View

EYE CARE

Dr. Robert Austin, Optometrist

THANK YOU TO ALL ADDISON COUNTY
FIRE DEPARTMENTS FOR YOUR
DEDICATION AND SERVICE!

EMERGENCY & ROUTINE EYE EXAMS ¢ FASHIONABLE EYEWEAR « CONTACT LENSES
Open every other Monday 8-4:30, Tuesday-Friday 8-4:30

27 Main Street, Vergennes (802) 877-2422

)

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE SENIOR Aidan Ulian, shown dressed in full protective
gear at Middlebury Fire Station No. 1, is always ready to take an emergency call.
He is one of seven Middlebury students on the Middlebury Fire Department.

Independent photo/Rachelle Talbert

Proud to be there for you
when the smoke clears.

Thank you, Addison County
Emergency Responders.

AN INDEPENDENT PRODUCER FOR

£IVFIS.

Gaines Insurance Agency, Inc.
Scott Gaines
scoft@gainesinsurance.com

802.877.2878 | gainesinsurance.com
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Weybridge Fire Department

Chief Rob Gaboriault A.). Piper Nancy Myrick Ben Haskell Dylan Stowe
Assistant Chief Reid Peck T. Charlie Jordan Lawrence Pyne Roger Hamilton Maragret Hulka
Captain Cody Broughton Dylan Bougor lan Bayliss Don Kenney Megan Lussier
Captain Drew Murray Abigail Copeland Alex Sinks Dick Unger Hunter Evans

Whiting Volunteer Fire Department

Jonathon Ashley David Curran Greg Kokinis Lawerence Quesnel Mike Wilbur
David Bertrand Randy Denis Garrett Law Olivia Quinn Robert Wood
Matthew Berry Gary Freeguard Danielle Morse Noel Sirozich

Tom Bouchard Stacey Freequard Austin Quesnel Steve White, Chief

Randy Bertrand Calvin Hogan Cody Quesnel Larry Wilbur




College
Student

(Continued from Page 21)

department, though, he had to go through
the competitive application process.
The Middlebury Fire Department limits
its force to seven students at a time.
This ensures that the department isn’t
overwhelmed in the summer when the
majority of college students leave.

However, this strict limit means that
when one or two firefighters graduate,
20-30 students will apply for a single
opening.

In his sophomore year, Ulian was
accepted.

“If you get accepted, you’re enrolled
into the Vermont Fire Academy,” Ulian
explained. “It’s a Fire One Certification,
which is literally our national
firefighting standard, and then Vermont
will also teach you hazardous materials
certifications.”

The training program lasts nine
months, an entire school year for Ulian.
According to Middlebury Fire Chief
David Shaw, the students accepted into
the program are an essential link between
the college and the community — one
that not many residents know about.

“The Middlebury students are an
integral part of our department. We rely
on those seven students for their ability
to get trained,” Shaw said. “They have to
go through the Firefighter One program
and maintain good grades and be good
students, and then we want them to be
good town servants as well.”

During his training, Ulian built a close
bond with two firefighters that he worked
with, Joe D’Avignon and Dan Ribaudo.
Since completing training last year,
Ulian has been thriving in the program
and is now an important part of the team.

“Aidan is excelling in the program.
He’s setting the bar for others to reach,”
Chief Shaw said.

Now, Ulian is a 24/7 paid on call
firefighter. At any point in the day, Ulian
will receive a call from his pager alerting
him to an emergency. Every time Ulian
is on a call, he’s paid $15 per hour for
his work.

BALANCING ACT
Though Ulian loves the job, it can
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sometimes be hard to balance with his
schoolwork.

“As a student, the 24/7 part can get
tricky to handle, because you’re in class
or you’re studying for an exam. And it’s
crunch time,” Ulian said.

“The exam’s tomorrow, it’s 9 p.m.,
and I started studying just a few hours
ago. And a call can go off,” Ulian said.
“You have to make a decision.”

Last year, Ulian had an exam for a
physics class — one of the hardest he
had taken. The night before the exam,
after he finished studying, he went to bed
at 11 p.m. Just two hours later, he was
woken up at 1 a.m. by his pager. A call
came in for a structure fire.

Structure fires happen when fire
spreads to the walls, roof or other
structural components of a building. The
calls can take upwards of five hours.
Ulian had to make a choice: would he get
enough rest for one of the largest exams
of his college career, or take the call and
help someone in need?

He took the call.

From 1 to 6 a.m., Ulian was on the

scene. After the call, he went home, pager vibrates in his pocket, he assesses

slept for a quick hour and went to all his the call.
classes. That evening, “l do feel bad for
he took the exam. my roommate, though,
“l  should have because I'm a deep
emailed my professor, % sleeper,” Ulian said.
‘Hey look, professor, I 14 he Middlebury Though during the
was up all night. Can students are an day he keeps his pager
{Jl'moveldtheI de?garrtl?”’ integral part of ton \;librate, . Uliari
ian said. “I didn’t.” urns the sound on a
Ulian ended up with our department .. They night so he can hear
a 46% on the exam  haveto go through the the calls. Every time

— not the worst score
for a class average of
56%, but far lower
than what he wanted.
Afterwards, he emailed
his professor to explain
what happened and
arrange a way to retake
the exam.

“1 learned my
lesson,” Ulian said.

Outside of exams,

Ulian’s friends have gotten used to him
excusing himself from the dining hall

Firefighter One program and
maintain good grades and
be good students, and then
we want them to be good
town servants as well.”
— Middlebury Fire Chief
David Shaw

to head to the fire station. Whenever his

he wakes up to hear
what’s happening, his
roommate wakes up
with him.

Unlike the other
students in the program,
Ulian rides his bike to
the department, which
takes just three minutes.

The short ride —
sometimes at 1 o’clock
in the morning — is

another reminder that the Middlebury
community is just outside his door.

dedication and service
to our communities.

Thank you

to all our area firefighters and
first responders for your

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home

117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT
802-388-2311 *sandersonfuneralservice.com

BUSINESS TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

Thank you to our local fire squads!

Telecommunications Sales & Service « Data Cabling Wireless
Fiber Optics - Security Surveillance Systems

Visit our new website! bts-vt.com

802-388-8999 « John and Jim Fitzgerald
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FUNCTIONAL, CUSTOM
KITCHEN DESIGNS

WILL KEEP YOU & YOUR FAMILY

SAFE

3

A

BRADFORDKITCHENANDBATH.COM

« KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
e - CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
(802) 458-8999 - PLUMBING FIXTURES

e HARDWARE & MORE!
MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT

DID YOU KNOW?

The leading causes of residential
emergencies occur in the kitchen
or bathroom? ( cooking fires, cuts &
burns, plumbing leaks, appliance
malfunctions, etc.)

Functional, customized designs can
help!

Give us a call today and let us help
you design a safe, comfortable and
beautiful space to call home.

BRADFORD KITCHEN & BATH, LLI.C

WE CAN HELP
DESIGN YOUR NEW

OUTDOOR

KITCHEN!
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