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Profiles in Community: The Faces That Make Our Home

ommunity shows up in many quiet, ordinary
moments. It’s the quick wave across Main Street,
a knowing smile shared in the grocery aisle, or a
brief pause to catch up at school pick up on a busy
afternoon.

It is the joyful swell you feel when a neighbor shares a
major life milestone or caught a long-awaited break. It’s
the somber huddle we assume when someone in our circle
experiences a loss, rallying around the belief that no one
should carry hard times alone.

Community is built on local trust. It’s knowing the face
behind the counter whether you are spending $3 on a
morning coffee or shaking hands over a major, once-in-a-

Addison County Chamber of Commerce

Addison County Economic Development Corporation.....9A
Addison County Independent

Addison County Maple Sugarmakers Association.......
Addison County Solid Waste Management District..........
Addison Housing Works
Addison Residential
Addison Wellness
Advanced Hearing Technologies
Agri-Mark
American Flatbread
Autumn Gold

Bradford Kitchen & Bath
Bristol Electronics
Business Telephone Systems
Champlain Valley Equipment
Co-operative Insurance Co
Cole’s Flowers
Common Ground Center
Community Investment Counselors
Costello’s Market
Counseling Service of Addison County (CSAC)

County Tire Center / Addison County Alignment & Repair
Direct Travel
Distinctive Paint & Interiors
Dunmore Marine Service
Eastview at Middlebury
Energy Navigators
Evergreen Preschool
Farm Credit East
Fiddlehead Family Health

lifetime investment.

In this year’s edition of Profiles in Community, the
Addison Independent is proud to once again strengthen
those local ties. Our goal remains simple: to put names
to the familiar faces you pass every day, and to introduce
you to people and businesses you may not yet know.

With the relentless pace of national and international
news constantly competing for our attention, it is good
to ground ourselves right here where our lives actually
happen. The people who shape our days aren’t on a distant
screen; they are living, working and raising families right
alongside us.

For decades now, we have put together this annual
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LaRose Surveys
Living Water Gift Shop
Long Trail Psychiatry
Maple Broadband
Maple Landmark
Maple Meadow Farm
Marble Trail Financial
McLeod Architecture
Middlebury Eye Associates
Middlebury Frameshop & Gallery
Middlebury Maple Run
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-Op
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival
National Bank of Middlebury
One Dollar Market
Otter Creek Bakery & Deli
Otter Creek Used Books
Peak View Eye Care

showcase of local businesses and organizations. We
delight in watching the story of our community unfold:
seeing familiar smiles gain a few silver hairs, celebrating
as long-time professionals step into exciting new roles,
and patronizing our neighbors who have taken the leap to
launch their own businesses.

We hope you enjoy perusing these pages and taking the
time to reacquaint yourself with the people who make up
local economy. Beyond the products and services offered
throughout Addison County, it is those people — their
dedication, their stories, and their daily greetings — that
make this place home.

— The Editors

Peer Recovery Center of Addison County
(formerly Turning Point)
Peet Farm Greenhouse / S&J Stearns Excavating ..
Quilters’ Corner / Middlebury Sew-N-Vac
Rainbow Pediatrics
Remax Gridley Group
Robert Frost Mountain Cabins
Sanderson Funeral Services
Sargent Concrete & Construction
Silver Maple Construction
Smith & McClain
Sparrow Art Supply
Speedi Lube & Wash
Sunrise Orchards
Sweet Cecily
Taste of India Restaurant
The Yellow House
Town Hall Theater :
United Way of Addison County.......
University of Vermont Health / Porter Medical Center
UVM Morgan Horse
Vergennes Grand Senior Living
Vergennes Partnership
Vermont Adult Learning
Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Federal Credit Union
Vermont Gas Services
Vermont Integrated Architecture
Vermont Sun Fitness Centers
Woodware
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ADDISON COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

Joe Malzac and Dennis Smith (drivers)

rom The Addison County

Independent’s first issue in 1946

to today our mission has been the

same: to report the day-to-day

events of the county and serve as
a mirror that reflects life as it’s being lived
throughout Addison County.

We do that by covering town and school news,
sports, social news, events, arts and leisure,
business and professional news, letters and
commentary — and almost 50 special sections

Subscribe today!

ADDY

ALL-STARS

SCAN

Meet the Addy Indy

TEAM

Back Row: Jing Williams (intern), John Flowers (news), Kelsey Wood (calendar
/ news), Sean Dougherty (circulation / subscriptions), Jenna Hunsinger
(advertising), Ryan Gabbert (digital marketing), Shannon Hart (design), Angelo
Lynn (publisher), Elsie Lynn Parini (Arts+Leisure / co-publisher), Tom Van

Sant (advertising), Sue Leggett (design), Sophia Keshmiri (news / sports),
Eloise Christy (intern), Vicki Nolette (accounts receivable), Steve James
(photographer).

Front Row: Rachelle Talbert (intern), Sequoia (office canine), Christy Lynn
(advertising / co-publisher), Katy Foote (advertising), Marin Howell (news),

Sarah Pope (design / obituaries), John McCright (news).

that put a focus on important aspects of our
communities.

As we have for the past 80 years, we invite you
to join us five days a week to learn about your
neighbors, schools and community.

And, yes, that's FIVE days a week. For those
of you who don’t receive our four newsletters

(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday), please

go to addisonindependent.com and sign up for
the newsletters at the top of the screen. It not

READ

THE ADDY INDY

only allows us to be in regular touch with our
subscribers (and those of you just browsing),
but it's Addison County’s source of breaking

news. Plus, the newsletters are free!

We work hard to cover as much Addison
County news as we possibly can all with the
hope that the most complete picture of the
county will yield strong, resilient, respectful
and fun-loving communities. We invite you to
join us by becoming a subscriber and

ADDY ALL-STAR supporter!

Our amazing ADDY ALL-STARS are making a difference in our readership! Nearly 300 Addy Indy
readers give a little extra to support our operations and those who need discounted subscriptions.
Since launching the ADDY ALL-STARS program back in February 2024, we have been able to

subsidize more than $7,250 in subscriptions to The Addison Independent. Wow, thank you!

Set up your regular donation and help sustain award-winning local journalism in our community by

visiting addisonindependent.com/all-stars or scanning the QR code to the left.

TO BEAN ADDY ALL-STAR
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I1P) TOWN HALL THEATER
1 Real A5 for, G, Commarily & Beoyond]

EState We put our hearts into creating

memorable arts experiences, engaging |
classes for all ages, gatherings, and more.

THT is a community space open to | \
everyone, and, thanks to grants and | \
scholarship funds, we offer events and
programming for every budget. We are |
here to serve our region! |

* FREE First Fridays Live Music Series in
the Maloney Plaza

LAKESHORE ¢ IN-TOWN ¢ MOUNTAIN RETREATS ¢« CONDOS ¢ LAND ¢ LEGACY PROPERTIES

Providing personalized service—it's why we're in the business. * The Seligmaqn Center for Learning &
Full-time Realtors and a dedicated support staff—it's how we Engagement with aII-a'ges classes — | —_—
do business well. Experience, resources, and a committment to scholarships available! .

guiding you through every step of the buying or selling process... e The Anderson Studio — small ——

. , ) _ performances, rentals, and more
..it'swhy we've been #1 in Addison County since 2014.

* Jean’s Place Bar & Lounge — a new
How can we help you? place to connect and wind down

e Even more shows on the historic \
Rothrock Main Stage! |

f| O R W oun, friandly & welsoming ol

Left to Right: Sarah Peluso, Beth Stanway, Jamie Wamer, THT Staff (from top to bottom, L-R):
Amey Ryan, Levi Doria, Katrina James Lisa Mitchell - Executive & Artistic

Director; Erin Jones-Poppe - Operations
Manager; Lindsay Pontius - Director of the
Center for Learning & Engagement (CLE);
Keziah Wilde - Associate Director of the
CLE; Dylan Friedman - Technical Director; “
Stefan Orn Arnarson - Associate Technical [
Director; Meg Madden - Marketing |
Manager; Zach Shivers - Box Office &

Video Manager; Krystal Young - Bar

Manager; Brad Crowe - Facilities Manager;

Ellie Friml - Gallery Manager; Skylar L | |
Franklin - Technical & Facilities Associate; I |

Douglas Anderson - Director in Residence; w
Mary Longey - Volunteer Production Stage |
Manager | |

72-76 Merchant’s Row Mi(“‘jdlebu[y,fy'[ﬂ J
townhalltheater.org | Box Office: 802.382.9222

IPJREALESTATE.COM
34 MAIN ST | MIDDLEBURY, VT
INFO@IPJREALESTATE.COM

Full Circle Home Veterinary Care

- J

Veterinary Nurses Liz Marcotte (far left) and Chris Armstrong (far right),
with Doctors Anja Wurm and Scott Sutor (center)

Compassionate, in-home care. Offering many services from
Wellness & Sick Patient Care to At-home Euthanasia for your pets.
Serving Addison County, Brandon, and Charlotte.

Book your appointment today!

contact@fullcirclehomevetcare.com

www.fullcirclehomevetcare.com
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HISTORY BUFFS RE-ENACT a Revolutionary War battle at the Mount Independence State Historic Site

in Orwell.

By JING WILLIAMS

ADDISON COUNTY — Selling
history and a pride in Vermont
is the mission of the Vermont
State Historic Sites, two of which
are nestled in Addison County.
Chimney Point in Addison and
Mount Independence in Orwell
both carry deep history in Vermont,
and preserving them is important,
said Laura Trieschmann, state
historic preservation officer.

“I think it’s very important for
people to experience a place, a site
where history happened firsthand,”
Trieschmann said. “It’s wonderful
to read about these places or see
pictures of them and add your
own imagination to it, but actually
putting your feet on the ground
where history happened is very
moving and provoking and can stay
with people.”

Historic sites in Vermont must
meet certain criteria, Trieschmann
said. They need to hold state or
national significance, be eligible
for or listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, have
some sort of endowment of help
with maintenance and be feasibly
presentable to the public, she said.

Although not a business in
the traditional sense, running
Vermont’s historical sites is a
business endeavor. They manage
budgets, resources, accessibility,

THE CHIMNEY POINT State Historic Site in Addison is situated in an 18th-century tavern on Lake

Champlain.

Selling History at Yermont Historic Sites in Addison County

facilities and produce income
that goes right back into the sites,
Trieschmann said. Employing local
residents and welcoming tourists
are also goals of the sites that center
them in community.

With around 1,100-2,000 yearly
visitors at Chimney Point and
2,500-3,000 at Mt. Independence,
the sites attract tourists to Addison
County, who come not just for the
beautiful views but also the rich

history.
Chimney Point is “one of the
most  strategically  significant

and intensely settled sites in the
Champlain Valley,” Trieschmann
said. First inhabited by Native
Americans around 9,000 years
ago, the original human inhabitants
hunted, fished and camped at what
is now called Chimney Point. In
1731, the French settled there,
building a fort to keep the English
out. The French stayed in the area
and in 1785, built a tavern that was
visited by Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison. The tavern, still
standing today, is the heart of the
Chimney Point Historic Site.

The Historic Site also has a
museum — with a special exhibit
this summer. Pieces from the
exhibit “Unfinished Revolutions:
Vermont Student Art Celebrating
the 250th” are on display at
Chimney Point now. The exhibit

was organized by the Vermont
Agency of Education and originally
hung in the Statechouse. Artwork,
submitted by Vermont children in
kindergarten through 12th grade,

events, Trieschmann said.

Vermont historic sites are funded
by taxpayers, but the level of care
the 88 buildings, seven bridges,
four monuments and 11 underwater
preserves  require

sometimes requires

expresses “themes
of history, progress
and the ongoing
journey towards

liberty and equality,”
Trieschmann said.
Five seasonal
staff — Susan
Bodette, Elisa Nelson,
McKenna White,
Adam Kemp and
Michael Blakeslee —
welcome visitors, run

more funding,
Trieschmann said.
Grants and funding
from organizations
like the National
Park Service
and American
Battlefield
Protection Program
supplement
Vermont tax

educational programs
and generally care
for Chimney Point,
under the direction of
Historic Sites Regional
Administrator ~ Elsa
Gilbertson. (All the
Chimney Point people
also work occasionally
as needed at Mount
Independence, and
four of the Mount
Independence  staff

work at Chimney Point when
needed.) Adult visitors pay $6 for
admission, and the site is free for
those younger than 16. Fees go into
a special fund that pays for seasonal
staff, exhibits, special activities and

“The vast majority of the
sites have some national
significance to tell the story of
our country going back to the
Native Americans, back to the
Revolutionary War presidents,
how presidents were formed.”
— Laura Trieschmann

sometimes

offer.”

funds, provided
in part because
of the national
significance the
sites hold.

“The vast
majority of the sites
have some national

significance to
tell  the  story
of our country

going back to the

Native Americans, back to the
Revolutionary ~ War
how presidents
Trieschmann said. “This is where
they grew up and how they were
affected by what Vermont has to

presidents,

were formed,”

Mt. Independence is one of
the most intact and significant
Revolutionary War sites in the

United States, Trieschmann
said. Around 13,000 troops
were stationed there defending

America’s independence in 1776
and 1777, scaring off British troops
and giving Americans more time
to prepare for war. Although it was
overtaken by British and German
troops in the summer of 1777, it
was reclaimed by the Americans
after they defeated the British in
Saratoga that fall.

Seven seasonal staff — Tobrina
Calvin, Paul Andriscin, Steven
Whalen, John Melanson, Luke
Calvin, Nancy Bird and Steve
Bird — welcome visitors, run
educational programs and generally
care for Mt. Independence, under
the direction of Gilbertson, who is
also the regional administrator at
this site.

Every late summer around 30
reenactors camp, cook, dress and
talk like 1700s soldiers at Mt.
Independence for the Soldiers Atop
the Mount event. The reenactors
return this Sept. 5 and 6, when
they will again demonstrate what
life was like for Revolutionary
War fighters. Trieschmann said this
event brings history to life.

“And I think for students, for
children, it’s really eye-opening to

watch them interact with reenactors
because they get to feel included in
what it was really like,” she said.

Trieschmann also emphasized the
important partnerships the Vermont
Historic Sites have with Vermont
State Parks and Fort Ticonderoga.
Fort Ticonderoga owns part of Mt.
Independence, and the Vermont
Department of Historic Preservation
collaborates with the state parks as
much as possible for programming,
shared spaces and staffing, she said.

With six miles of walking trails,
one of which is ADA accessible,
Mt. Independence’s seven seasonal
staff help maintain the trails and
site, Trieschmann said. Admission
to Mt. Independence is $8 for
adults and $1 for ages 6-16. The
site is also supported by the
Mount Independence Coalition,
an organization of volunteers who
run educational  programming,
raise funds and even published a
book on Mt. Independence history.
Volunteers like the coalition are
integral to keeping the sites running
smoothly, Trieschmann said.

“Vermonters have a very strong
association to the state historic
sites,” Trieschmann said. “They
very much love them, they
appreciate them Vermonters
see these places as parts of their
community, and they take very
strong association to them.”

THE TWO STATE Historic Sites in Addison County — Chimney Point in Addison and Mount
Independence in Orwell — have their own staffs, but most fill in at the other when the need arises. They all
welcome visitors, run educational programs and care for their sites. Shown at a recent activity at Mount
Independence are, from left, front row, Paul Andriscin, Leo Elder, Tobrina Calvin and McKenna White,
and, back row, Mark Brownell, Elisa Nelson, Steven Whalen and Historic Sites Regional Administrator

Elsa Gilbertson.

John Peterson.

Independent photo/John Flowers

Locally
operatediby’

99 Maple St., Historic Marble Works, Midd., VT 05753
802-388-3241 - ottercreekusedbooks.com

Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

STAFF DRESSED FOR re-enactment at Mount Independence last month are Michael Blakeslee, left, and

Independent photo/John Flowers
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Celebrating 50 Years of the
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op!

For 50 years, generations of employees, member-owners, farmers, producers, and
neighbors have shaped and sustained the Middlebury Co-op. Thank you to everyone who
has been part of our story so far — and to everyone who will be part of what comes next.

1980s - 1 Washington

1990s - 1 Washington Expansion
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2000s - 9 Washington

2026 - Celebrating 50 years!

Join us on August 22 at Town Hall Theater’s Jackson Gallery for the opening
of our 50th Anniversary Memory exhibit, celebrating the people, moments,
and shared values at the heart of the Co-op’s first 50 years.

@ Washington St - 8am - /pm every day - 388-7276 - middlebury.coop




PAGE 6A — PROFILES - Addison Independent, Thursday, August 6, 2026

Since 1989, Addison Housing Works has been creating opportunities
for people to put down roots in Addison County. Based in Vergennes,
we are a nonprofit affordable housing organization that develops,
owns, and manages more than 800 permanently affordable homes,
including rental apartments, manufactured housing communities,
single-family homes, and senior housing. Beyond housing, we
connectresidents with programs and resources that help individuals,
families, and older adults thrive.

www.addisonhousingworks.org

272 Main Street | PO Box 311 | Vergennes, VT 05491
(802) 877-2626
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Left to right: Brian, Conor, Jake, Bela, Deb

The Woodware Family
here to help

www.woodwarevt.com
Rt. 7 South « Middlebury . 802-388-6297 . Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

30 Years of Service

Timothy Bicknell, MD
Dayton Contois
Robin Huestis

Robert Pitts, MD
Elizabeth Roberts, RN
Matthew Russell
Mary Wood, RN

40 Years of Service

Sheila English
Heidi Huestis
Roberta Tedesco-Senn

35 Years of Service

Fred Kniffin, MD
Wendi Turner

25 Years of Service

Lisa Arnold, LNA
Nancy Durham
Luis Garnica, LNA
Chris Mason
Raymond Rovi
Glenn Russell, LNA
Patricia Storo
Tammy Volk, LNA
Christina Walker, LNA

Celebrating 20+ Years of Service

Porter Medical Center is proud to recognize the members of our team who have reached 20 or more years of service,
along with all employees celebrating service milestones this year. These dedicated caregivers and staff members
have given decades of care to patients, Helen Porter residents and the Addison County community.

We are grateful for their lasting commitment and the difference they make every day. Thank you!

20 Years of Service

Michelle Aines Christopher Lapointe
Kristofer Anderson, MD Krysta Laroche, RN
Tatyana Andreeva Elesha Larrow
Eric Berg, CRNA Kady Popp, RN
Michelle Brutkoski Joan Potter, RN
Summer Collette Melanie Root, RN
Shanda Corey, RN Maria Rotax, RN
Frances Denno, RN Alyson Russell, RN
Lyndell Drinkwine Eric Shubert, RPh

Amy Godard, RN

Porter Medical Center
UVMHealth.org/PMC
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Established in 1995, we are the only independent and the largest Dollar/Discount store in Vermont.
We carry an extensive selection of your Arts and Craft needs, serving the area between Burlington

and Rutland. We are your Party Headquarters with a great selection of Balloons at affordable prices.

Our retail categories include:
« Lawn and Garden \N

s dummer tun O
Su fi \NG\'

* Halloween

« Fall Harvest MIDDLEBURY’S
« Christmas and holidays VARIETY STORE

* School and business supplies
A i Pletured are, lefit fo Hghts EBcdward Hevens,
And everything in between. E 2 rhad) KhanfandiAmtul Khar (evmens),

198 Court St., Middlebury VT 05753 + (802) 388-7145

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-6PM « SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

Henry Sheldon

Museum

Since 1884
Open Wednesday-Saturday 10-4pm

See website for exhibits,
programs and special events
for all ages

Stay Curious!

One Park Street, Middlebury

802-388-2117
HenrySheldonMuseum.org
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Nancie Dunn Janice Stearns

Lisa Pistilli Elin Lundstrom Joy Mary Lynch
@sweetcecily < We post almost daily! < 42 Main St, Middlebury - (802) 388-3353

THE MIDDLEBURY NEW FILMMAKERS
FESTIVAL IS TRULY PROUD TO BE PART OF
THIS VIBRANT COMMUNITY!

JOIN US FOR OUR
12™ ANNUAL FEST
AUGUST 26-30

AS WE CELEBRATE FIRST AND SECOND TIME
FILMMAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD.

GET PASSES & TICKET BUNDLES NOW

ViNFFR. | middfilmfest.org

f @MIDDFILMFEST

. g
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“How we learn is as important
as what we learn.”

— MJ, Teacher

Basic Skills / High School Diploma / GED /
English Classes / College and Career Readiness
99 Maple Street, #18, Middlebury, VT 05753

Please visit www.vtadultlearning.org
or call (802) 388-4392 to learn more.

Energy Navigators

hello@energynavigators.org
(802) 587-2550

REDUCE ENERGY WASTE

Knowledeagble, free help planning
projects, accessing rebates &
understanding your options!

Living
Water

Gift Shop

Visit us for
inspirational cards,
books, gifts, toys,
jewelry, apparel,
snacks, and unique
home decor.

Now OPEN!

55 Deer View Lane Unit C * New Haven, VT 05472 Tues - Sat
(just south of the State Police Barracks on Rt. 7) 10am - 6pm

802.610.4985 « www.livingwatergiftshop.com Like us on Facebook!

THE BIKE
SHOP FOR
EVERYONE!

Your local bike shop
with over 50 years of
experience!

74 Main St., Middlebury
froghollowbikes.com

L to R: Eliot Schneider, Carl Robinson, and Jon Bowdish



Distinctive Paint and Interiors
has been part of the Middlebury community
since  2005. We specialize in Color
Consultations, Premium Paint, and Tile. Our
trained professionals will help you make the
right choices for you, your family, and your
home. We pride ourselves on giving the best
customer service possible and making your
home projects and dreams come true. We
are proud to be Middlebury’'s new Benjamin
Moore paint dealer!

Come in and experience
the difference.

Jen Doane, Owner

802-388-2500
M- F 7:30-5, Sat. 8-1
distinctivepaintandinteriors.com
1396 Rte 7 South | Middlebury, VT
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Thank you, Addison County, for your
continued support and for making us
your preferred solar, heat pump and

whole-house battery installation team.

When you're ready for asolar, heat pump,

or whole-house battery
installation, we are here for you!

802.453.2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

In1972 Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street storefront. Today, after 54 years of innovation,
the company is led by the founder’s daughter, Chris Marion, and her son, Stephen Cobb. Bristol Electronics
takes pride in not just exceptional quality and service, but also in serving as a resource for questions so
customers can make educated decisions.
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Original family ownership since 1985!

INSPIRATION + MOTIVATION < RESULTS

AND BIG MOOSE PUB

COME FOR DINNER

Fire & Ice is serious about serving great food. Paris is always happy to see you!
Our entire staff looks forward to serving you. Come in the front door for our prime rib, hand-
cut steaks and the freshest seafood.
Enjoy a juicy burger, tasty wrap andthe best wings in town in the Big Moose Pub!

Dedicated to the health & fitness of Addison County residents. Proudly offering

a state-of-the-art facility for all to enjoy. Newly renovated lobby and pool.
Amenities include:

* 2 indoor pools

* 30+ pieces of Body Masters and new Matrix strength equipment and large free weight area
* 50+ pieces of cardio equipment, including treadmills, stair master and elliptical

trainers, rowers, bikes, and many other specialized trainers, in a well-ventilated,
temperature-controlled space energized by a rich stereo system

We thank you for your patronage.

* 2 large group exercise rooms with natural light and mirrored walls

* Motivational group classes including spinning, yoga, power pump, aqua aerobics, core
training, Jazzercise and senior fitness.

* Cross training fitness room with wall-to-wall mats and
seven specialty bags

* Racquetball/basketball court

* Family locker room with private showers for those with
small children and Kids Lounge

* Brand new health-promoting, full spectrum tanning booth
* Personal training

It’s never too late to commit to a healthier lifestyle — and we’re here to help!

Our staff looks forward to seeing you!

26 Seymour Street * Middlebury, Vermont
388-7166 * fireandicerestaurant.com

KennNepy Bros VERMONTSUN.COM ExcHANGE ST
VERGENNES 388-6888 MIDDLEBURY
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING ANOTHER

WONDERFUL SEASON WITH YOU!

Sunrise orchard staff, left to right: Christiana Hodges, Eloise Christy, Corey D’Avignon,
Vebjgrn Flagstad, Barney Hodges, Ben Wood, Headley Turner

PICKYOUR OWN AND FARM STAND

OPENING DAY

Saturday, August 15th

OPEN DAILY FROM 9-5 THROUGH THE END OF OCTOBER.

Cider, Donuts, Apple Pies, 12 varieties of
eco-certified apples grown on our beautiful ridge
with views of the Green and Adirondack mountains.
Come pick, check out our farmstand and take
a stroll through the orchard!

Follow us on Instagram/Facebook
@SUNRISE_ORCHARDS

1333 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT v
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Vergennes Partnership is a nonprofit organization fully dedicated to the
economic development, community engagement, cultural enrichment,
and downtown beautification of the Little City with the Big Heart.

We are powered by the following dedicated volunteers:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

William Benton, President

Danelle Birong

HJL

H.J. LeBoeuf & Son, Inc.

Established in 1888, HJ LeBoeuf & Son, Inc.

specializes in building and renovating fine homes.

We are a general contractor who also does light
commercial work and historic restorations, and
cater to clients in Central and Northern Vermont.

hjleboeuf.com | P.O.Box 351 Vergennes, VT 05491 | (802) 877-3098

e MIIWM AL:J)W i 1]

Lisa Godfrey, Vice President
Elise Shanbacker, Secretary
Kathleen Clark, Treasurer

Linda Cook
Penelope Delisle
Robert Feuerstein

Charlene Goodell

Nate D’Aversa

Amy Djordjevic Amanda Vincent
eIy IFEsie FLOWER GARDENS
Scott Gaines

Laura Mack Julie Basol

Renny Perry Lisa Godfrey

Jody Pierce Kelly Sweeney

Jen Russell

Christine Garrow, Executive Director
vergennespartnership@gmail.com

VergennesDowntown.org

allable
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A Partnership Approach to Care

Consider us your partners in care, working together for you
and your child’s physical and emotional well-being.

THANK YOU * We are friendly to complementary
TO OUR approaches to treatment
INCREDIBLE * Specializing in asthma care, school
PROVIDERS, problems, behavioral and developmental
STAFF. AND concerns, breastfeeding and adolescent care.
l4
PATIENTS! * We accept new patients & most insurances

Rainbow Pediatrics Patient-Centered Medical Home

We realize that no one knows your child better than you — the parents. Our goal is to partner
with you to develop a plan to care for your child both in wellness and illness. Let us work with
you in every phase of your child’s health care to bring out the best in every parent and child.

Otter Creek Bakery & Deli
RainbowVt.com has been proudly serving
Middlebury for 40 years!

WE ARE A SMALL EUROPEAN-STYLE BAKERY AND DELI

802-388-1338 « 99 Court Street, Middlebury, VT

offering a full line of gourmet foods made on the premises. Open since
1986, the bakery has received numerous gourmet food awards, including
“Best Pastry Shop and Artisan Bread” from the American Institute of Food
and Wine, Vermont Chapter.

Come in for Breakfast, Lunch or Coffee.
Ask about our catering options and bulk ordering!

If you're a regular

at Otter Creek

Bakery & Deli,

you're sure to

know this friendly

face! Kristy

Steady has been a

leader behind the

counter for four

years, accepting

any task that

comes her

way — whether

prepping sandwiches for the deli, working the register and taking orders, or
supporting the baking team.

For her, the joy of the job is in the people: “l love the people”, she says. “l love
the customers and the people | work with.” And it’s quite clear, that they love
her right back!

MON-SUN 14 College St, Middlebury, VT

(802) 388-3371

7 AM-2PM OtterCreekBakery.com
|
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By RACHELLE TALBERT

FERRISBURGH — When artist
Chris Nathan sets up his easel to
paint, he hopes people will peek
over his shoulder and say it looks
like a fever dream.

Nathan fills his canvases
with bright colors, textures and
multiple art mediums. His wild
technique matches the chaos of
his daily life, he says. As a stay-at-
home dad in Ferrisburgh, Nathan
tries his best to weave art into his
routine. With a young son, a dog
and a backyard full of chickens,
his home is always full, with
many things going on at once or
left unattended.

“Living is messy, living
is chaotic,” Nathan told the
Independent. “Right now, if art is
going to be part of the situation, it
somehow has to fit into that.”

Rather than separating art
from his life, Nathan paints the
world immediately around him:
his chicken coop, the Vermont
landscape and cows at nearby
farms. He constantly changes
where he works, moving between
an casel outdoors, a drafting table
in the living room and his covered
porch.

“I always dreamed of having
a dedicated studio, but I seem
to gravitate towards making the
world around me my studio,”
Nathan said.

Though Nathan often paints
everyday life, he doesn’t focus on
the subject of his work — it’s all
about the process.

“This is just my world, and
I guess it becomes a means to
something bigger,” Nathan said.
“When I draw a cow, the cow is

CHRIS NATHAN ADDS chalk pastel, above, to a cow painting in his
Ferrisburgh home. Below he proudly displays the finished porduct.

Photos by Violet Nathan

just the excuse for the crazy mark
making, for the chaotic color.”
The chaos of Nathan’s process
is a therapeutic way to let himself
lose control, something he learned
from his past as an art therapist.

I feeling like I'm on the verge
of tears in the middle of making
this thing?” But I am. Because
part of me is falling apart. As I’'m
making the thing because I'm
undoing things. I’m surrendering,

I’m letting things be
messy,” Nathan said.

Eight years ago,
Nathan got a
master’s degree
in art therapy

while working as
an administrator

in Boulder, Colo.
When he moved
with  his  wife,

Violet, to Vermont
in 2022, he worked
at the Counseling
Service of Addison

“I know this sounds
like, am I talking
about making art or
am I talking about
therapy? 1 don’t
know.”

For Nathan, art
has always been a
way to handle hard
times. He was raised
in Manhattan by a

County. He has ) single mom, and his
since left that job | want to gwe peop[e childhood  wasn’t
due to Dburnout, . always easy.

but his experience permISSIOI] [0 lOSf “Art therapy is
has impacted the kind of a reflection

process of his work.
To Nathan, art
therapy focuses on

themselves, to let §0."
— Chris Nachan

of how my life went
in general, where I
did have somewhat

reaching emotions
without the analytical mind getting
in the way. The creative process
helps move past rational thought
to work through unconscious
feelings, and then transform them
by creating art.

Now, Nathan finds that his work
feels like therapy. In a recent
piece, he used a linocut tool to
carve into the canvas, digging out
the forms he was painting. Nathan
then dropped ink into the grooves,
and covered everything up with oil
paint. It was a process of change
— and letting himself lose control.

“I need to let myself get lost. I
need to have a cathartic experience
where (I’'m thinking), ‘Why am

of a challenging
childhood, and I did retreat into
art making as one of my ways to
cope,” he explained.

These days, at age 56, Chris
Nathan focuses on his art and
family, while his wife works
in quality assurance for the
Burlington aviation technology
company Beta. Nathan values
Violet’s input — for art and
everything else.

“I really could not do what I
do right now without her, and
she’s really been instrumental in
me, allowing my artist identity
to grow,” he said. “My life as
a family person is, at the end of
the day, much more important

Former art therapist now paints his own art catharsis

than any sense of projecting artist
identity. I’d much rather be known
as a caring father.”

Chris and Violet live with their
7-year-old son, Oscar. Chris’s
daughters, Emersyn (25) and
Avery (22), both live in Colorado.

Nathan hopes to continue
spending time with his family
and, as an artist, continue to put
his work out into the world.

Nathan owns a small business
called Farmhouse Scribble, in
which he makes one to three
pieces per month to sell as
postcards, prints, magnets and
original paintings. Currently, he
works part-time at Middlebury’s
Sparrow Art Supply, where he
sells his pieces in the store. In
addition to his hourly income, he
receives a check from Sparrow
every month for about $100 —
indicating that the store sold a
couple of his items.

“I'm very tentative about
selling,” Nathan told the
Independent. “But it’s important
for my own self-esteem, my own
confidence, my own growth as an
artist as well.”

Nathan plans to knock on the
doors of other retailers to start
selling his work. With more
stores carrying his art, he thinks
his monthly $100 could turn into
$500 or $1,000. He is also in the
process of setting up a website
to market his work, in hopes of
improving his confidence and
inspiring others with his process.

“ want to give people
permission to lose themselves,
to let go,” Nathan said. “Because
that’s how I learn. That’s how I
grow, is to take risks and recover.”

GCreen Mountain Electromagnetics, Inc., owned and operated
by Kyle and Judy Kowalczyk, is an electromagnetic-compatibility
(EMC) and product-safety testing laboratory
located in Middlebury, Vermont since 1994.

Manufacturers can rely on GME for electronic products testing
and compliance assurance for CE, FCC, and Military standards.

For questions concerning EMC testing,
please browse our website at gmelectro.com.

Green Mountain Electromagnetics
219 Blake Roy Road, Middlebury, VT 05753
gme@gmelectro.com

A MIXED MEDIA piece by Chris Nathan depicts a local Vermont cow, rendered with stylized colors and textures.

Artwork by Chris Nathan

Visit the home of
Vermont's State
Animal, the
Morgan Horse!

Open daily
10 am-4 pm until
Saturday,
October 24, 2026

Special admission
rates for Addison
County residents

74 Battell Drive
Weybridge, VT 05753
(802) 388-2011
www.uvm.edu/morgan
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GAINES INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Pictured left to right: Jake, Alison, Robert, George, Stuart

Financial planning through all stages of life

Portfolio Management « Retirement Income o Financial Education

We are a local financial advisory firm offering a full range of investment services including

retirement income plans, workplace rollovers, college funding & business retirement plans.

We prioritize lasting relationships, equipping clients with the tools
for informed financial decisions.

Community Investment Counselors

63 Maple St., Suite 25, in the Marble Works, Middlebury, VT
Ph: 802-388-1357, Fax: 802-388-0345, email: officc@communityinvestmentcounselors.com

Investment Advisory Services offered through Capital Cities Investments, a Registered Investment Advisor

Front row L - R: Jamie Steadman, Paula Wendel & Sadie, Valerie Birchmore

Back row L-R: Scott Gaines, Lew Castle, Susan Nelson, Sheila Tourangeau, Billi-Jo Ouellette

Gaines Insurance Agency is a second-generation, family-owned insurance
agency. One of the few remaining locally owned insurance agencies.

Our office staff consists of customer service representative Billi-Jo Ouellette,
farm & commercial lines assistant, Sheila Tourangeau, Scott Gaines, agency
owner, personal lines agents Jamie Steadman, Paula Wendel, & Valerie
Birchmore, and commercial lines producers Susan Nelson and Lew Castle. Oh,
yes, and the director of pest-control, Sadie.

We offer home & auto insurance packages, comprehensive programs for
farms and mini farms, small commercial insurance programs such as family
restaurants, apartment houses, contractors, and bed & breakfast risks. As a
locally owned agency, we focus on serving our customers. You can call our
office and talk to a live person, and we will return your phone call. Something
the big agencies no longer seem to think is important. We do our best to make
sure that you are not just a number. Customer service is still our number one
priority.

If you are looking for a great, customer-oriented insurance agency, please give
us a call and let us work for you. Our personalized service and over 150 years of
insurance experience can really make a difference for you.

154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh, VT - 802-877-2878

www.gainesinsurance.com
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CULTURE

Ovur team is our family. We foster a culture that values equity, learning, and shared success.

CRAFT

From hangars to homes, we’re committed to high-quality, lasting structures
that reflect the people who live and work in them.

COMMUNITY

We partner with neighbors, local businesses, and nonprofits to help Middlebury
and the greater Addison County area grow stronger—together.

BU”_D'NG Silver Maple builds — careers
included! Learn more at
COMMUNlTY silvermaple.com

SlNCE QOO@ or by calling (802) 989-7677
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Profiles in Community

2026  Section™

ADDISON RESIDENTIAL

Custom Homes, Additions & Remodels
Residential Design & Engineering

Wall Panel Systems

Custom Cabinetry & Millwork

Spray Foam & Cellulose Insulation

Find us online and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram to keep up
to date on all of our projects!

AddisonResidential.com | 802-388-7707
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Serving Vermont Homes,
Businesses, and Communities.

For more than 60 years, Vermont Gas has delivered
more than energy. We deliver care. Through every
season, our team has provided safe, reliable energy
and support to homes and businesses across
northwest Vermont.

Whether helping a customer understand a bill,
responding to a service need, or identifying ways to
improve comfort and efficiency, our team of more
than 140 dedicated employees are committed to
serving the communities we call home.

Today, we're proud to serve more than 56,000
customers, from family farms and local businesses
to major employers and manufacturers. Together,
we're helping build an energy future that balances
affordability, reliability, and innovation while
continuing to serve the people and communities
that count on us every day.

vgsvt.com | 802-863-4511 | 800-639-8081 B

|||||||||||||||||||| VERMONT
GAS SERVICES
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GROUND
CENTER

Starksboro, VT

Visit Lisa and Laura at Direct Travel in Middlebury!
Get personalized service, insider tips, and exclusive

deals for your dream vacation.

(802) 388-3125
73 Main St., Suite #1
Middlebury, Vermont 05753

@ DIRECT TRAVEL'
Personalized Experiences

Contact our travel specialists today!

YOUf |OCd| resource FOI’I
Weddings . Retreats
Special Events
Camps . Field Trips

Lisa Yildirim Laura Smith |O[%=

www.cgcvt.org  802-453-2592 info@cgevt.org




PAGE 4C — PROFILES - Addison Independent, Thursday, August 6, 2026

GHREADY I

VERMONT'S “SWEETEST” HALF MARATHON
MIDDLEPBURY MAPLE RUN

2026

SUNDAY/CTOBER 18
o/ 10K/ KALFMARATHON

MIDDLEBURY, VT

Founded in 2009 by a group of local runners,
the iry Maple Run is an annual half marathon,
10K and 5K Fun Run that is now operated by the Addison
Independent. Attracting more than 400 participants, the
Maple Run course features beautiful rural scenery and a

aid stations with enthusiastic volunteers.

Proceeds from the race benefit the Addison Independent,

do it without our amazing group of volunteers! If you’d like to
help, send Christy an email at info@middleburymaplerun.com.

section through Middlebury College campus and well-stocked

Middlebury Regional EMS and other area nonprofits, but we can’t

We welcome runners and walkers of all ages and abilities.
Challenge yourself — and your friends and business
colleagues — to a fun event you’ll want to do every year!

alSTERTODAY

MIDDLEBURYMAPLERUN.COM

Front row: Kate Geiges, January Stearns, Melissa Martell, Alice Rainville, Caden Rainville,

Carrie Rainville and Julie Foote. Back row; Sean Stearns, Sharon Palmer, River Hardt,
Joshua Stearns and Katelyn Stearns.

4/ RV HETYYEEEE .
S & J Stearns Excavation and

Peet Farm Greenhouses love

to serve our local community!

———

2144 VT Rt 30, Cornwall [
(802) 462-2341

pfgvt.com e

‘ Y".‘ * &” Ll A




Serving the Addison County Business Community
Telecommunications Sales and Service

Data Cabling, Fiber Optics and Surveillance Systems
802-388-8999 . www.bts-vt.com

L-R: William Mitchell, Larry Bailey, Richard James, Jim Fitzgerald, John Fitzgerald, Rock D’Avignon, Jeremy D’Avignon
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e Top-of-the-line: DKNY,
Flexon, Stepper, Fysh and
Superflex & other high-quality
brand name frames

e Professional fitting with
proper selection of frames,
and lens options for your
prescription

Lisa Norris, Nicole LaValley, and Robert Austin, Optometrist ° Emergency eye care services

We accept many insurances
Medicare © MVP e Doctor Dinosaur ® VSP e Green Mountain Care and more!

Call for an appointment.
Open every-other Monday and

Tuesday - Friday 8:00-4:30
802-877-2422 27 Main Street e Vergennes

Left to Right: Jackie Devoid, Virginia Deering, Judy Nuceder,
David Hanson, Yuri Balcazar, Lisa Bristol, George Devoid, Jen Devoid.
In front: Argenis Sanchez & Griffin Sheldrick.

Missing: Brian Hanson, Joe Munson & Tucker Sheldrick

Maple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

At Maple Meadow Farm, the Egg may come first, but the family is paramount. And
the Devoid family knows how to raise great hens to produce delicious eggs!

Get the area’s freshest eggs, maple syrup and more at the Maple Meadow Farm
Store in Salisbury. Hours: Monday/Tuesday/Friday 8AM-Noon, Thursday 8AM-4:30
(closed Wednesdays and weekends).

Maple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241  maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
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Samir Kadric - Owner

63 Maple St. Suite 4, Middlebury
Marbleworks, (802) 388-6000
middleburyframeshop@gmail.com

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 11am-5pm,
Saturdays: 10am-3pm

www.costellosmarket.com
VOTED

“Best Sub Shop Thanks to our customers for 19 successful years!

H "
in New England We value the continued support and patronage for

By: Yankee . . .
Magazine our business, and appreciate everyone that is always
thinking of us!
Carolyn Costello and John Hamilton Thanks so much, John & Carolyn

Fine gourmet specialties... Large selection Extensive Menu...
direct from Italy: Pasta, of fine wines from Portugal, Daily Specials, Fresh Seafood,

Crackers, Coffee, Balsamic France, Spain, Austria & Take out Lunches & Dinners,
Vinegars, Baked Items Australia! Fresh Salads & Italian Subs

» Wednesday - Friday 10-6 Saturday 10-5 « Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday e

@ 802-388-3385 ¢ 99 MAPLE STREET, MARBLE WORKS ¢ MIDDLEBURY \‘Q

Life is worth
hearing!

FREE

Two Week
TRIAL!

With 30 years of experience
as a licensed and certified audiology/
hearing specialist, Bernie enjoys
helping people stay engaged with the
world around them.

Hearing Aid Sales & Service

Bernie Sage
bernie344@gmail.com
Wed &Fri ® 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 www.advancedhearingofvermont.com




By ELOISE CHRISTY

BRISTOL — Vermont’s muddy
roads and harsh winters can leave
even a pristine car looking dirty
and in need of a wash — and then
some. For Devin Cram, restoring
these vehicles is more than just a
job — it’s a way to find peace of
mind and the work-life balance he
had been searching for.

Cram is owner of
AlwaysEvolving Details, a Bristol
mobile auto detailing business.
“Cleaning” isn’t a big enough
word to describe what goes into
auto dealing. For sure, detailers
meticulously remove dirt, but they
also restore the car to look and
smell showroom new. He started
the company in 2020 after years of
working labor-intensive jobs that
often kept him away from home.

“Our little girl was growing up,
so I couldn’t do that stuff anymore,
like nighttime jobs,” Cram said.

“One job I had, we would destroy
vehicles and this is the exact
opposite of that. It’s an entirely
different direction. I got sick of
destroying vehicles and wanted to

pressure washing and painting,”
Cram said. “You’ve got to keep
always evolving and that’s where
the name came from.”

The business began as a family

make them clean and new instead.” effort. Cram’s wife, Monteez,

Working helped launch
throughout Addison | 4 0 : AlwaysEvolving
and Chittenden | make sue s very meticuous Details before

counties, Cram is a
local who knows his
way around. He brings
his services directly
to customers’ homes.
Over the years, as
more mobile detailers
entered the market,
he realized that the

they pay for”

and [m very fussy. | treat every
vehicle like it was my own. |
dont want to do anything hatf
way, | ry o give people what

taking a position
with a bank when
work slowed
seasonally. Today,
Cram works most
jobs alone. From
time to time when
Cram has easier
jobs, his 8-year-

— Devin Cram

business would have
to grow with the competition while
also staying positive and honing
his craft.

“Now that there’s a bunch of
mobile detailers, we added other
things to our service, like houses,

SOME VEHICLES TAKE more time than others to detail, but Devin
Cram gives each one the attention it deserves, using a meticulous,
hands-on approach backed by years of experience.

Independent photo/Eloise Christy

old daughter,
Meadow Rose, joins him, helping
out where she can and earning an
ice cream cone at the end of a long
day.

“My wife started with me, but
the winters were getting slow,
so she transitioned to a teller
position,” he said. “It is full-time
and it’s been a little harder. I do
take (my daughter) and pay her.
She does some waxing. We have
fun.”

Although now it’s just Cram
working, completing about three
vehicles per day instead of his
previous six, the slower pace
allows him to focus on quality
over quantity. His drive to do a
good job and satisfy his customers
has only increased.

“Every year these customers
keep calling me back,” he said.
“I get new people and they seem
to call me back too. Every year
it gets a little bit bigger, which is
exciting. I start to think, what’s
next year going to bring?”’

Having a lifelong interest in
cars and describing himself as a
“gearhead,” Cram has turned his
lifelong passion for cars into a
career. He developed the skills and
attention to detail he relies on today
through a previous employer who
taught him how to professionally
detail vehicles.

“He had a couple of sports
cars,” he explained. “When work
was dying down, he’d put me in
the shop and say, ‘OK, I’'m going
to show you how to detail.” He
was very fussy and that fussiness

A fourth-generation florist, Paula brings creativity, personal customer
service, and a commitment to quality flowers to every arrangement. She takes
pride in helping customers celebrate life’s meaningful moments with fresh,

thoughtfully designed floral pieces.

Pickup & Delivery Available!

Monday - Friday, 9gam - 5:30pm
Saturdays by appointment and for special event deliveries

18 Creek Rd #4 - Middlebury, VT

'JACKMAN'S OF BRISTq

ENERGY ALTERNATIVES

64 Jackman Drive
Bristol, VT 05443

For information on all your energy
needs, please contact us at:

802-453-2381 ¢ Jackmansinc.com

24 HOUR SERVICE

(802) 388-4003 + colesmiddleburyflowers.com

a
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Alwaystvolving Details takes auto cleaning to new heights

DEVIN CRAM BOUNCED around to several different jobs, including one where he destroyed cars. Now
he happily runs his own business, AlwaysEvolving Detailing, where he restores cars so they look as
close to showroom new as possible.

transferred over. I thank him so
much for that.”

That  methodical  approach
remains at the core of his business
today.

“I make sure it’s very meticulous
and I'm very fussy,” he said. “I
treat every vehicle like it was my
own. I don’t want to do anything
half-way, I try to give people what
they pay for.”

AlwaysEvolving Details
offers a full interior and exterior
detailing, buffing and paint work,
along with pressure washing and
other exterior home services. Full
detailing starts at about $170 for
most cars and $190 for SUVs and
trucks, with discounts available for
multiple-vehicle jobs and holidays.

Cram charges by the job rather
than by the hour. While most
vehicles take between about 2.5
and 4 hours to complete, he said
some require considerably more
time.

“It’s like, ‘Oh man, I'm
struggling  with this,”” Cram
said. “But it’s OK, as long as the
customer is happy at the end.
Recommendations and  word

of mouth...
business.”

Running a business has also
changed Cram on a personal level.
He admits he wasn’t the most
organized high school student, but
now he keeps his schedule planned
out and puts his family first.

“I got my laptop so I know
what my week looks like coming
ahead,” he said. “That helps me
and then I always have to put my
little girl first. She goes first and
then my wife, and I make sure they
get where they need to be. I’'m on
until 5 p.m. most days.”

For anyone thinking about
starting a detailing business, Cram
believes that success doesn’t
require expensive equipment, but
more so determination. A really
good shopvac, some microfiber
towels, and a positive attitude
would be a good start.

“I’ve done rigs up in Lincoln,
places with no spigots and you
just carry five-gallon buckets,” he
explained. “You get your soap and
water, wax it on and wax it off.

Working in the community
where he grew up, Cram feels

get us most of the

Independent photo/Eloise Christy

at home with his work and his
customers, viewing  Addison
County as the “sweet spot” for
him. After working only a few
years in this business, he believes
that this is all he needs to live a
content life in rural Vermont.

“We try to do good,” Cram said.
“If you put good in the world, it
will come back to you. For a while,
I was lost. This has been really
nice, meticulous, and mindful.
The peace of mind you get...I can
work with earbuds and just wax
and breathe in and out. It’s calming
and when you’re inside a vehicle
and it’s 105 degrees out, you really
need to breathe.

Cram laughed that he was an
“’80s freak” who grew up loving
“The Karate Kid” movies. He
credits this film with inspiring
both his logo and his outlook.

“l was born in the ’90s, but
I loved the ’80s and the whole
Karate Kid thing,” he said. “It
relates to the bonsai tree (his
logo), and I thought if I could mix
my martial arts world with the car
world and have this balance, I’d be
one happy camper.”

96 vears of business m Bristol. V1!

X

L-R: Chad Couture, Steve Slicer, George Carty, Dan Crossman, Trevor Lear, Caleb Tucker, Joe McEntee,
Tim Bouvier, Bryan Peck, Ethan Sawyer, and Dave Arena. In front: Megan Bouvier and Mary Purinton
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Three generations of the LaRoche family
are working at Dunmore Marine Service
now. Marc LaRoche, center, bought his dad’s
business, Gill’s Place Boat Repair, in 2023,
and renamed the business, Dunmore Marine
Service. Cooper, left, works with his dad Marc,
center, and grandfather Gill, right, to offer all
the same great services.

and all the towns
kalong the way!

DUNMORE
MARINE SERVICE

Marc LaRoche, who has worked with his father, Gill, at the boat repair
shop in Salisbury for the past 32 years, is in his third year of taking over the
reins of the business that operated since 1983 at the Salisbury shop.

“We’ll keep doing what we've always done,” Marc said, which includes
boat service and repair, selling and installing Hewitt boat lifts and docks,
servicing all kinds of watercraft, as well as ATVs and snowmobiles.

Service has always been the heart of their business and will continue to
be so. With more than 90 years of combined experience working on boats
(Gill started in 1970 at Vlergennes Marine), Gill and Marc, and Marc’s son,
Cooper, have seen it all and know boats and engines inside and out.

Marc also started a companion business setting up and taking down
docks and boat lifts mainly on Lake Dunmore/Fern Lake, as well as doing Bonnie Gridley — Broker Judy Murdock — Realtor
dock work via his barge. 802-349-8646 802-458-7589
bgridleyvt@gmail.com judymurdockvt@gmail.com

Along with their service and sales, they also offer boat storage, featuring
78 covered spaces for winter storage, plus outside storage for boats not
requiring shelter. Boat owners who have their boats stored at Dunmore
Marine Service also get their boats tuned up, washed and delivered in time
for summer by calling ahead of expected delivery. n
If your boat needs service or winter storage, give them a call. Follow

Us!

Serving ALL of Addison County!
802-388-0505 » www.midvthomes.com

802-352-6603 DUNMOREMARINESERVICE@YAHO0O0.COM

Sargent Concrete & Construction, LLC
Quality Work at an Affordable Price

Offering Residential, Commercial & Agricultural Concrete Construction including foundations, slabs, retaining walls,
decorative concrete, excavation site work and more.

* Nothing is too big or too small! *

Cody, JJ, Donnie (owner), Ari, Tom, Dylan
2232 S. Lincoln Rd., Lincoln, VI * 802-453-6426
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Profiles in
bommunity

2026 DESIGNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

From L-R: Griffin Perry, Gwen Nagy-Benson, Ely Fretz, Cat Earley, Jesse Gillette, Beth Eisenhower, Ashar Nelson, Andrea Murray, Megan Nedzinski,
Gina Basiliere, Susan Coddaire, Marc Young, Stefan Richter, Ben Allred, Bill Maclay, Sara Looman, Nicholas Wood, Chris Cook

www.vermontintegratedarchitecture.com

Addison Wellness, Inc.

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(802) 388-3533

www.addisonwellnesspt.com
231 Court Street, Middlebury

Addison Wellness, Inc been serving Addison County and abroad for
more than two decades! We proudly offer Orthopedic Physical Thera-
py and Certified Hand Therapy services to address your daily activity
limitations and return your comfort and function. Whether you are re-
covering from an injury, wishing to enhance your sports performance
or seeking to achieve greater mobility, WE CAN HELP! We believe
that education is good medicine and we strive to assist our patients in
learning from, and listening to, their own bodies. Our aim is to treat all
our patients with the kindness and compassion they deserve, all while
having some fun along the way! Please call for more details!

R .,

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc.

Supporting recovery, hope, and
Serving people since 1955 PP 9 y. hop

connection across Addison County

Bill Laberge Jim Laberge Jennifer Dunbar

Alyssa Chapin Andrea Zeno Stephanie Carr

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. is a two time recipient of
the President’s Award of Excellence for exemplary service
and performance in representing Co-Operative Insurance Companies!

Conveniently located on Washington Street, Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. takes pride
in providing exceptional, local service to Addison County and beyond. Serving the area
since 1955, we take the time to make sure you have the coverage that is right for you. o o
Our dedicated staff of agents has been recognized for their achievements in production Free s u p po rt Is a Iways ava I Ia b I e
and profitability, customer service, community involvement and commitment to
professionalism.

Laberge Insurance Agency, Inc. represents many top-rated insurance companies,

including the local Co-Operative Insurance Companies in Middlebury. Sto p by th e ce nte r to Iea rn more or ca I I

Do the math: For your Homeowners, Auto, Life, Commercial, Farm and Medicare

Supplement needs, LABERGE = INSURANCE. 802 388 4249
[ J [ ]

Call for a quote today, or better yet stop in and see us in person.

Open from 8:00 - 4:30 Monday - Friday
1 Washington Street, Middlebury « (802)388-2772

www.labergeinsurance.com 79 Court St., Middlebury, VT | info@prcvt.org or (802) 388-4249 | www.prcvt.org
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e LUMBER

SINCE 1930 -« EAST MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

,f

LET'S BUILD TOGETHER

The same yard that your parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents used.
From estimating, to framing & windows and kitchen & baths, through to (free) delivery.
We're here every step of the way.

23 LD &

QUALITY EXPERT GUIDANCE DEPENDABLE LASTING
MATERIALS FROM FORMER BUILDERS DELIVERY RELATIONSHIPS

Lumber Yard + Kitchen & Bath Center (temporary) % 802.388.4915

.com
388 E Main Street @ goodro.co
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Founded in 1970, Champlain Valley Equipment is a family-owned, full-service equipment dealership proudly serving
communities across Vermont and New York. We provide sales, parts, service, and rental solutions for agricultural, construction,
landscaping, residential, and recreational equipment, partnering with trusted brands to keep our customers working efficiently.
At the heart of everything we do are our core values of integrity, community, customer commitment, and treating every customer
like family. No matter who you are or the job at hand, we're dedicated to building lasting relationships by providing dependable
equipment and exceptional support you can count on.

Visit one of our Vermont locations or explore our website to browse our extensive selection of new and used
equipment, including full-size and compact tractors, implements, and more.

BIG ENOUGH TO KEEP YOU RUNNING, SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOUR NAME.

(802) 388-4951 www.champlainvalleyequipment.com
BERLIN | COLCHESTER| DERBY | MIDDLEBURY | ST. ALBANS
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Great service for your vehicles — quick turnaround, affordable prices!

Owned and
Operated

independently
since 20071

- Brakes serviced or

® ®
new ones installed
« Complete oil and fluid
changes
 Complete chassis

lubrication

* Automotive belt
services

®
« Cooling system services
« Complete lighting
services

The Addison Independent « August 6,2026

« Car wash service
and more

L-R: Damon Pelkey, Will Cram, Chelsea Johnson, John Jackson, David French
2 0 2 6 Call 802-388-7617 today to schedule specific service
work or an overall checkup for your vehicle!
Speedi Lube & Wash - Rt 7 South, Middlebury, next to Rosie’s.

Long Trail Psychiatry is Growing and We're Accepting New Patients

We're excited to welcome new providers to our team, and expand access to compassionate, high-quality mental health care for our community. No referral necessary. Our
team provides holistic, client-centered psychiatric care that honors the connection between mind, body, and spirit while integrating evidence-based treatment approaches.

We are available for: Our growing team includes We are proud to offer:

- Comprehensive Psychiatric - Anxiety, Depression, Trauma/ experienced psychiatric + Holistic and inclusive care If you or someone you love has been
Evaluations PTSD, Mood Disorders, OCD, nurse practitioners and - Evening and weekend availability waiting for psychiatric care, now

- Medication Management and more physicians dedicated - Collaboration with primary care providers and is a great time to reach out. We are

- ADHD Evaluations & Treatment - Ketamine-Assisted to providing thoughtful, specialists honored to support our community

- Pediatric, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy collaborative, and - Treatment plans tailored to each individual's goals on the journey toward healing,

Psychiatry - Telehealth and In-Person individualized care across and needs
Appointments the lifespan. - Services for children, teens, adults, and older adults

balance, and well-being.

Located in Middlebury, Vermont

Telehealth services available
throughout Vermont

(802) 349-1747

hello@longtrailpsychiatry.com
Lauren Bierman, DNP, Courtney Warren Dustin Dippen MD  Lindsey Phillips, MSN, ~ Taylor Sikes, MSN, ~ Carolyn Gaeckle, MSN,  Jenny Parker, MSN, Kyleigh Grennon, Learn more:

APRN, PMHNP-BC, Practice Manager (he/him) APRN, PMHNP-BC APRN, PMHNP-BC APRN, APRN, PMHNP-BC MSN, APRN,
AGNP-C (she/her) (she/her) (she/her) PMHNP-BC (she/her) PMHNP-BC
(she/her) (they/them) (she/her)

http://www.longtrailpsychiatry.com
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For 44 years, County Tire Center in Middlebury has been one
of the area’s leading “under-the-car” specialists and is your
trusted source for all of your automotive and tire needs.
This is a second-generation, family-run business owned
and operated by Steve & Lisa Dupoise. Still in its original
location, County Tire Center employs ASE-certified
technicians and is constantly upgrading to accommodate
the most current automotive technology and training. We are Addison County’s
most advanced auto and truck
repair facility!
Bryan Andrews Scott Brown John Chicione Mike Danyow Gary Delphia Kyle Dow
Jarrett Kimball Kevin Butler = Kevin Pearsall Trennon
Cioffredi
Lisa Dupoise Collin Dupoise Kevin Velasquez Owen Collins Shawn Beeman Wilma
Vanderwey
Brendan Cusson Lisa Dupoise Eric James Steve Dupoise
Offering:
ADAS Calibration & Alignment
Brakes
Steve Dupoise Brandt Kauffman Zach Martell Matt Paquette Jacob Poquette Jazz Smith Exhaust
Oldest Locally Owned & Operated “NTY /) . 0_11 Changes .
Automotive and Tire Shop in Addison County for 44 Years! (,0 CENTER, ’Nceé“ Engine Diagnostics & Repair
. : 2 Preventative Maintenance
802-388-7620 * Mon-Fri 8-5 « countytirecenter.com @ :
1962 2013 Tires and More
33 SEYMOUR ST., MIDDLEBURY <O
OWNED
&,:'IDD,_EB\)R‘ ?:\ 7409 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ste 1, New Haven VT 05472
Qualified Hybrid & Electric Service BR I D ’ 802-723-2227
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Celebrating our 25th year!

Thank you to the Addison County
Community for 25 years of support!

Lunch ¢ Dinner +« Sunday brunch
Take-out or Dine-in, 6 days per week:
Lunch: Tuesday - Sunday, 11:30am - 2:00pm
Dinner: Tuesday - Sunday: 4:30pm - 8:30pm

The Taste Of India

1 Bakery Lane

Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 388-4856

www.tasteofindiavt.com

The Addison Independent « August 6,2026
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L-R: Caroline Herzog, admin; Cooper, practice mascot; Marian Bouchard, MD;
Kim Farnsworth, admin. Missing: Maghan Mashia, prior approval wizard.

Fiddlehead Family Health Care

A direct primary care practice

“Because time is good medicine and good medicine takes time.”

A practice that values excellence and relationships while helping patients navigate today’s complex medical
landscape. We focus on attaining balance and health at every stage of life.
To learn more, visit: www.fiddleheadmd.com

Fiddlehead Family Health Care, PLLC
30 Mountain St. * Bristol, VT 05443 802 453-4696
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Financial
Planning
Investment
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] M t
Helping individuals, families anegemen
and businesses achieve their
financial goals. Tax Planning
an
We offer comprehensive services to simplify your Preparation
finances, so you can enjoy more of what matters most.
Contact us Business
88 Main Street :
Middfelguryte\?T 05753 Planning and
(802) 388-6300 Bookkeeping

S anclers on-Ducharme Funeral Home

Peace of mind is knowing your loved one
never leaves our care.

The only on-site crematory in the area.

We will assist you through the permitting process.

Land Surveying, Topographic « Reasonable Prices
Surveying, Land Planning, e Quality Services
Septic Design and State & « Family Owned
Local Permitting. « Advanced Planning
Available
25 West Street « Traditional and
PO Box 388 Cremation Services

Bristol,VT 05443 Sanderson-Ducharme

802-453-3818 117 South Main Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-2311

www.sandersonfuneralservice.com

info@larosesurveys.com

Kevin LaRose, Ron LaRose, Koby LaRose and Heath Butler www.larosesurveys.com Walter J. Ducharme, Owner

Comprehensive Eye Examinations e Emergency Eye Care ¢ Contfact Lenses

Specialty Eyewear including sports, sun, reading, progressive & computer glasses

From L to R: Ed, Jess, Renena, Jessy, Chere,
Ryan, Dr. Gretchen, Dr. Kayla, Dr. Emily,
Dr. Monica, Paula & Chris

(802) 388-2811 * 91 Main Street » Middlebury, VT OPEN

www.facebook.com/MiddleburyEye @middlebury eye M, W, F: 7:45am- 5:00pu
- T, TH: 7:45-8:00pw

www.middleburyeye.com
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Snacktime! Meet your Greemee servers

BEHIND EVERY CREEMEE stand
window in the county are familiar
faces whipping up the Vermont
summer staple and other sweet
treats. Those serving up creemees
this summer include, left, Leslie
Randall, who serves the frozen
delights a Vermont Maple Market off
Route 7 South in Middlebury; she
owns the shop.

The Village Creeme Stand on
West Street in Bristol celebrates its
45th year in business in 2026. Two
familiar faces you may see there are,
top right, Starksboro resident Molly
Mangini, and, bottom left, assistant
manager Noble Westbrook, a
grandson of the stand’s founder. He
says the unique spelling (only one
“e” at the end instead of two) makes
Village Creeme stand out from its
competitors.

Over in Middlebury at the creemee
window at Shiretown Marketplace,
Charlie Palmer, bottom right, offers
a cool treat that would make anyone
smile.

Independent photos/Steve James

Kim Crawford Celebrating 44 Years
Progtam Ditector of Learning and Growing
through the Power of Play!

OO

Rumsey Torrey Jennifer Ashley
Co-Teacher Teaching Aide

oning ofdaisan Courty since 1982
Empowering Play Through

Nature Education

Evergreen Preschool is a 5 STAR, Licensed

Nature & Play-Based Exploration Program

for Children Ages 3-5 offering 2, 3, and 5-day Allison Stetzel Shelley Bartch
programs with aftercare options available. Sl Teaching Aide

Contact Us: ©802-877-6702 (@30 South Water Street, Vergennes ®evergreenpreschoolvt.com @&Evergreenpreschoolvt@gmail.com

John Wallace Alltumn

Owner & Graduate Gemologist

- Gold&x"~

David Wimmer . .
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Sales
- Since 1998, a full service jewelry store
Josh Riney for Addison County

Goldsmith & Designer We specialize in the sale of accurately
graded GIA certified diamonds at the most
competitive prices in New England.

Jeffery Gallott

Goldsmith & Designer Our services include expert appraisals, repair,
and the highest quality custom design.
[}
Jessie Riney Because we really love what we do,
we offer our customers the best in
service, quality, and value.

Sales
Jessie Riney, Josh Riney, David Wimmer, Jeffrey Gallott, John Wallace.

61 Main Street e Middlebury, VT e 802.388.6788
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PROUDLY SERVING THE
MIDDLEBURY & VERGENNES COMMUNITIES

MIDDLEBURY BRANCH NEW VERGENNES BRANCH

1 Court Street, 113 Monkton Road

Middlebury, VT 05753 (In the Shaw's Plaza)
Vergennes, VI 05491

Insured by NCUA. vermontfederal.org | 802.658.0225
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WE'REHERE
FOR [T ALL!

BOOK YOUR

SUMMER DESIGN
CONSULTATION
TODAY!

c onnie and Brad are

ready to help you make
the kitchen or bath of your
dreams into a reality! Visit the
inspirational kitchen and bath
showroom in Middlebury where
their dream team will work with
you to create the space you want
indoors or out! They also provide
in-home consultations which
helps in the process of creating
the perfect design for your space.
This team is truly there for it all!

« KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
el « CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
(802) 458-8999 « PLUMBING FIXTURES

e HARDWARE & MORE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT
BRADFORDKITCHENANDBATH.COM
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