2 5
A Special Publication of
the Addison Independent

ADDISON COUNTY
FAIR & FIELD DAYS




Field Days + Official Program » The Addison Independent ¢ July 30, 2026

@ WOODHARBOR

] CUSTOM CABINETRY

WE'RE READY
TO LEND A HAND!

(WE KNOW YOURS ARE BUSY,)

BOOK YOUR
SUMMER DESIGN
CONSULTATION
TODAY!

BRADFORD KITCHEN & BATH, LLC

e KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
CALLUSTODAY: o CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
(802) 458-8999 » PLUMBING FIXTURES

* HARDWARE & MORE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT
BRADFORDKITCHENANDBATH.COM
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The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board extends
a cordial invitation to you, your friends and your family to
enjoy this year’s Fair on Aug. 4-8, 2026. It is our pleasure
to present the opportunity to see a wide variety of fun
and informative displays about life here in the Champlain
Valley — with an emphasis of our agricultural heritage.
As such, check out how area citizens are showcasing the
quality products they have produced. And see, taste and
smell all the other great things Addison Country Fair and
Field Days has to offer, as well.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all our guests,
and to everyone who visits, exhibits and takes part in
Field Days, and we look forward to seeing you at our
2026 fair.

Addison County Fair & Field Days, Inc.
New Haven,VT 05742
802-545-2557 (Phone) 802-329-2113 (Fax)

FieldDays@gmavt.net
Visit us at AddisonCountyFieldDays.com
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CHEVROLET OF MIDDLEBURY

510 Route 7 South Middlebury, VT 05753
MiddleburyChevrolet.com

(802) 388-4932
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About this Field Days Program

Addison County Fair and Field Days draws folks from around the county and around the
state to the fairgrounds in New Haven every August. The fair pulls in more people than any
other event in Addison County. The best farmers, sugarmakers, cooks, bakers, gardeners
and all kinds of craftmakers compete for bragging rights — as do those brave men and
women who get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention
the folks who work with the powerful draft horses). And don't forget Wednesday’s skillet toss.
More often than not, the winners turn out to be our neighbors, or the folks down the road whom we

see at the grocery store, the creemee stand or our kids' school concerts.

Kids with cows, calves, sheep, lambs — livestock of all kinds — work for weeks and months leading up to the fair, grooming
their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters try to earn
the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and spices
from the pantry; then whip them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the Food
Department.

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the
ton and plenty of midway rides.

This booklet, which is filled with photographs taken at last year's fair, is designed to serve as a guide to Field Days. A
complete schedule of events can be found here as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers.

Entertainment at the fair comes not just in the form of bands, dancers and a popular magician, but also includes the ever-
popular armwrestling. The popular karaoke contest returns, as does Line Dancing.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 4-8. Go out and see ALL of it!

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as many
Field Days competitions as we can get our hands on. Event
superintendents should take their results to the Field Days office
immediately after the events. Field Days staff will make copies and
the Independent will publish the information as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

Proudly serving Weekly Monday & Thursday Good Luck to all Participants!

Livestock Auctions ; i ;
0 ot e 1 ~ David Rockwell DVM, Elizabeth Martens DVM,
Addison County farmers *Specializing in dairy Emma Cijka, DVM, Glen Cousineau DVM

for over 6 deades! replacement & herd dispersals ~__ Office: Krystal Ingwersen, Tina Jordan

Providing medical and
surgical services to food
animals in Addisonand

northern Rutland Counties

<7 Vi | ADDISON COUNTY
» " COMMISSION SALES

Sales Manager/Owner

T.G. Wisnowski & Sons since 1995. ' y 4 d
Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740 ¥ 2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
www.accscattle.com VALLEYSVgIEE ‘\I(:EEERINARY@ 802-758-6888

www.valleywidevets.com
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AGWAY_,"Syper Sale 307 O35

Select Carhartt for the whole family

Sale ends 8/167/26*
In-stock items only:

While supplies last:

New Fall carbhartt

SELF-SERVE Styles Arriving Soon
Addison County sibest selectioniof
e i St s i

OPENIEVERYIDAY, \WARSIS! e s Sh Mo Woaton £ Kids

Signaturef3oz{CatiFood|Cans]
@ﬂﬂfm@m @m% Buy 1 get 2nd

SUET{BIRDWATCHERS

re[416/99 | @ VARIETY 1/2PK
Deer:Scram All(Glazed|Patio)Pottery, %ﬂ ”@
%@@ @@ I— % Birdbaths 20229199
g v Whilefsuppliesilast?
rea[$1129:99 = =

. DEWITT
AbsorbineGold <= STANDARD

Ultrashield ‘ WEED/BARRIER “f ER

gallon %ﬂ @

Check out %W@ @@ ' reg[$19199

+ our selection re9299.99
~ of outdoor 3202

2@Q§@z . I < 5,44 games and %@9@

While!suppliesilast:Excludes|houseplants = ... water toys ‘
Salelends 8/3.1/26unless otherwiseinoted. Whileisuppliesilast: In-stockimerchandiselonly/Cannotibe!combinediwithiany other:salelor: offer

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN S8 -

338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT « 802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com
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o N 2026 Admission

Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission,
OU DE AU | re-admission, grandstands, and all Field Days shows and
exhibits. Ticket office opens at 7:30 a.m.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)

ATTENTIO N FARM ERS: Tuesday—Friday AMISSION .........cccoveeuereeeeiererenns $15
: Saturday AdmISSION.........ccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiieee $20

We work for your farm business SEASON PASS ..o $60
Your On-Demand Help! SENIOR DISCOUNT ..., Free on Tuesday

with Green Mountain Passport (Green Mtn Passports can
be purchased at your local Town Clerk’s office)

-We deliveranimal feeds

-We plant seeds

-We fertilize crops - by land orair
-We apply crop protection aids
-We draft farm plans

-We map farm sites and fields

Quality - Service - Value
“We Care” for your land and animals

88 Seymour St., Middlebury
% OURDEAU|  802-388-7000 « 800-639-7051
ROS. middlebury @ bbinc.us

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)

Daily ADMISSION ....uveviiiiiiiieiiiiiiieee e $5
SEASON PASS ...t $20

CHILDREN (5 years and under)
FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET - Good for ALL day $25

The Dreamland Amusements midway is open every day of
Field Days from noon to midnight.

Buy a $25 bracelet and it is good for rides all day.
Otherwise there is a price for each individual ride.

Go to www.dreamlandamusements.com for pre-fair-special
deals.

2026-2027

Board of Directors

PRESIDENT: Cindy Kayhart, 802-343-3862
VICE PRESIDENT: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
SECRETARY: Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279

. BUSINESS MANAGER: Katie Shimel, 802-545-2557
Because your pet |S famlly GROUNDS MANAGER: Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
\‘ Free first exam for new clients! ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 802-353-1516
(‘ Hours: Mon: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM »
‘3 Tue-Wed: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM MEMBERS AT LARGE: William F\’oleau, 802-453-3713
Fri: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821; Kenneth Button, 802-922-3455

Megan Sutton, 802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054
167 Monkton Rd e Bristol, VT 05443 Paul Quesnel, 802-989-0187; Benj Deppman, 802-734-1381
802-521-2664 Chris Acker, 802-343-0177; Bruce Putnam, 802-349-6107

4 www.bristolvtvet.com ® hello@bristolvtvet.com
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- &gl B Anthony “Tony” Neri

This year the Addison County Fair and Field Days Board of Directors
is dedicating this book to longtime concessionaire Anthony “Tony"
Neri.Tony passed away February 24, 2026, and will be greatly missed
at Field Days.

Tony began his Field Days career in 1972 with Tony's Pizza and
' Mamma's Meatballs, running the arcade, and serving up his legendary
Hot Italian Sausage. These three concessions have become a family
* affairand are surely to be carried on by the successive generations. We
learned that after a successful season, their family would relax from all
the hard work with Disney and fishing on Marco Island. Who wouldn't love Field Days with that reward to
look forward to!

X Tony instilled such love for Field Days in his family that his son, Anthony, has taken on providing the

i meals in the Dining Hall and is our go-to PA system guy during the fair.

We can always build our exhibitor placement around Tony's permanent buildings, spacing out those
with similar foods around where we know we will have Tony's pizza and sausage every year.

The arcade is still a hit with teenagers, and many parents have found theirs in this special space, safely
whiling away the hours. Knowing it is such a popular spot, the arcade is always one of the first places we
look when a child comes up "missing.” And speaking of popularity, we know there are fairgoers who have
not had their fill of fair food without one of Tony's sausages and there are directors that consider Field
Days incomplete without one.

We appreciate the longevity of these family-run concessions started and operated by Tony Neri and will
greatly miss seeing Tony and his familiar red truck on a daily basis throughout the fair.

We are locally owned,
community loved!

Offering:
Sewing, Embroidery & Longarm
Machine Sales
Vacuum Sales

In-House Machine Repair &
Maintenance

Scissor Sharpening
Classes & Workshops

Fabric & Notions

y V| A Friendly & Inspiring

[i;/" B . : Creative Community
ks | 260 CounBiiet TR QUILTERS’ CORNER

Middlebury, VT 05753
(802)388-3559 VTR Lo | L TRV il MIDDLEBURY SEW-N-VAC
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The last thing you need when the work needs to get done is equipment that's difficult to operate.
At Champlain Valley Equipment, we believe hard work should be powered by dependable, long-lasting
equipment that's built to perform and backed by a full-service team ready to help whenever you need us.

Our tractors, loaders, and equipment are designed with operator comfort, intuitive controls, and
reliability in mind—making every job simpler, more efficient, and even a little more enjoyable.

Champlain Valley Equipment. Middlebury ViSit o u r Website

Selling premium equipment for 453 Exchange St.

matter who's doing the driving. (802) 388-4967 www.champlainvalleyequipment.com
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2026 Daily Activities

Please Note: Most Exhibits will be removed by 10 p.m. Saturday night.

Daily Maple Products Demo (Maple Sugarhouse)

9a.m.-9 p.m.
Maple Sugar House Open

10 a.m.—10 p.m.
4-H & Youth Building Open

Antique Equipment Building Open
Children’s Barnyard Open
Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations (Forestry Building)
Home & Garden Building Open with continuous craft demos
Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open

10 a.m.—6 p.m.
Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos (Twist O’'Wool Guild tent)
NEW Chain Saw Artist Demonstrations

11 a.m.—8 p.m.
NEW Free Mini Golf

12 noon—-12 midnight
Midway Open (approximately)

1p.m.—4 p.m.
Milking Parlor Demonstrations

How to get to Field Days
To Burlington & Montreal

Vermont

—

New Haven
Middlebury
To Rutland
_ 7
To Fair Haven N
9N 22A W E
( | S

Play mini golf at the fair

By BEE ECKELS

NEW HAVEN — It’s mini golf
on the go! Don’t forget to stop by
the portable mini golf course, lo-
cated in between the large concert
tent and the midway at the Addi-
son County Fair and Field Days
— if you don’t make it then you
might be missing a tee-rific time.

The Portable Mini Golf Com-
pany (PMGC) first came to Field
Days in 2025, and it’s returning
this year and it is bringing its A-
game.

“We are based in Essex, so we
have done the Chittenden County
Fair before,” a PMGC employee
said. “But this is our first time
here.”

With a total of 18 holes — all
hand-made by PMGC owner and
founder Peter Miller — available

for fair-goers to use for free, there
is a high chance you will have
large amounts of fun, even when
playing on a miniature level.
These holes include unique and
challenging obstacles. Last year
PMGC set up holes with towers,
windmills, picnic tables, ramps
and zig-zagging turf patterns.
Miller has produce more than 75
different mini golf holes.

While Field Days is only host-
ing 18 holes, private events that
book PMGC can rent anywhere
from nine to 36 holes.

Who would think you would
go to the fairgrounds to play golf?
This year plan to play a round of
mini golf with your family and
friends on your way to check out
the rides or the demo derby. Put-
ter late than never!

A GROUP OF camp kids play a quick round of mini ng at the
Addison County Fairgrounds in 2025. The golf course, provided
by the Portable Mini Golf Company of Essex, returns to Field Days

this year.
Independent file photo/Bee Eckels



I

Field Days - Official Program « The Addison Independent - July 30, 2026

Schedule of Events

Tuesday, August 4 1:30u,
Morning 1:30...cen.
8:30....cunnn. Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior Horse | 2:00..............
Show (horse area)
9:00.............. 4-H Dairy Conformation Classes (animal show 3:00..............
arena) 3:00..............
10:30............ Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area) 3:00.....cuunn..
10:30............ Blocking & Fitting Clinic - Sheep Tent 3:00.....ccunnn.
10:30............ Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 3:30..ennnn.
Show 3:30...ennnn.
10:30............ Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent) 4:00..............
11:00............ Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
4:30..............
Afternoon 5:00.....ceem..
Noon............ Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE 5:15..cnn.
Noon............ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon............ Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area) 5:30....ccuuu.....
1:00....ccceee.. Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride Bi45..............
bracelets 6:00..............
1-5.............. Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) -
FREE 6:00..............
1:30.............. Antique Equipment Demo (antique equipment
area)

4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep
tent)

Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

Antique Equipment Demos (antigue equipment
area)

Sheep Blocking and Fitting Contest (sheep area)
Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Slate Valley Raceway RC Dirt race cars
(Butterfield Arena)

Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
Gymkhana (horse area)

Vermont Products Dinner-1st Seating (dining
hall)

Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

Power Wheel Derby (tractor pad)

Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Seating (dining
hall)

Field Days Opening Celebration. Theme:
“Country Nights, Carnival Lights”

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

Interestediin'selling the/Addisoniindependentiatyourbusiness?
CalliSean at:802:388.4944 or,email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

ADDISON:
o West Addison General Store

BRANDON:

e Brandon Discount Beverage
e Champlain Farms

* Hannaford

* Green Mountain Market

e Junction Store &  Deli
 Morningside Bakery

e Union Street Grocery

* Walgreen's

BRIDPORT:
* Broughton's Big Country Hardware
o Pratt's Store

BRISTOL:

e Bristol Country Store

® Bristol Discount Beverage
e Champlain Farms

* Maplefields

o Shaw's

* Walgreen's

ADDISON COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
 Goodro Lumber

o Green Mountain Market
 Maplefields

FERRISBURGH:
 Green Mountain Market

LEICESTER:
o Leicester General Store

LINCOLN:
o Lincoln General Store

MIDDLEBURY:

o Addison IndependentOffice
o Champlain Farms

o Costello's Market

® Greg's Market

© Hannaford

o Hare and the Dog

e Kinney Drugs

* Maplefields

o Middlebury Discount Beverage
o Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op

o Otter Creek Bakery SALISBURY:
© Rosie's o Kampersville Store (seasonal)
o Shaw's
o Stewart's Shop SHOREHAM:
o Stone Mill Public Market o Shoreham Service Center
o \lermont Book Shop
 Vermont's Own STARKSBORO:
o \/illage Depot o Jerusalem 4-Corners Store
o Walgreen's
VERGENNES:
NEW HAVEN: o BJ's Farm Supply
o Village Green Market e Champlain Farms
o Rivers Bend Campground e Hare and the Dog
(seasonal) e Kinney Drugs
o Shaw's

N. FERRISBURGH:
o Stewart's Shop
o Russell Memorial Library

o Maplefields Vergennes

WHITING
o Whiting General Store

ORWELL:
o Orwell Free Library ALSO AVAILABLE AT:

o Eastview at Middlebury
RIPTON: o Porter Hospital/Rehab
© Ripton Country Store
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Are yo an HVAC/Plumbing professional?

Here’s a great opportunity to join an amazing team!

If you aren’t licensed but mechanically inclined,
we’d like to hear from you as well!

JW. & D.E. Ryan is a well-established plumbing, heating, and AC contractorlocated in Vergennes,

VT. Family-owned and operated for over 130 years, we are an industry leader, with a focus on

design, installation, maintenance, and service. We take pride in providing on-the-job training and

embracing new technology to better serve our extensive customer base and collaborate effectively
with local contractors.

We currently have an opening for a licensed service technician with experience installing,
maintaining, troubleshooting, and repairing plumbing, heating, and air conditioning systems.

We offer competitive pay based on experience
and a robust benefits package, including:

* Health Insurance ¢ Short and Long Term Disability
* 401k with company match * Life Insurance

* Paid time off * Dental Insurance

* Paid holidays * Vision Insurance

* Company Vehicle * Boot Allowance

* Training/Education/Licensing * Gym Membership Contribution

Interested candidates may call 802-877-3118,
email tanya@jwderyan.com, or stop in and see us!

J'W. & D.E. Ryan Plumbing & Heating

155 Main Street ® Vergennes ¢ (802) 877-3118 ¢ www.jwderyan.com
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Field Days Grounds Map

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion

2. Public Safety Building : -
3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth . |: .
4. 4-H Exhibit Building ~ , _______.. 3 .
5. Youth Food Booth ; : o Horse Ring
6. Field Days Main Office 23 i AR g: :
7. Milking Parlor : P8 s | L2 E
& Dairy Bar — 12" || 7
8. Dairy Palace Arena s Ay 5] .
9. Bandstand =
10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent * 10 = é :
11. Pavilion : _ - cociinde gt ) :
. Can A e '
120 ShOW Tent : Outdoor l:l Sugar House :
] Exhibits | ik 3
13. Handmowing Area A pmne B :
14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building "* 2] o [ v Resooms | .
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth . i i I8 '
. ] 1 > 22 .
16. 4-H Dairy Barn ' E :
: [ -.I. S '
17. Open Dairy Show Barn < 1 [TT] :
18 Bpr ttIyT t 54 ° 1 :
ORI = :
19. Antique Equipment Buildings od®: | A @ .
@ @8 [] ]
20. Show Area g2 :
21. Frances Monroe Home -h '
& Garden Center e s - Games :
' and :
22. Sara McCarty Children’s Rides '
Barnyard : PN
23. Sheep Tents Field Days Road S
24, Pony Rides & Free Youth R —
ACtiVitieS O Ticket Booths

@ Phones

25. Infant Comfort Statlon A Designated Smoking Areas

26. Addison County Toy Barn
27. Poultry Tent
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X

Schedule of Events

Continued from page 10 Noon............ Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride
6:00.............. BINGO (bandstand) bracelets
6:30.............. Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Noon............ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Show Noon............ Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
7:00.............. Magnetic Horse- Local Band (show tent) Noon............ Goat Show (sheep show tent)
7:00.....cccuunn. Demolition Derby (tractor pad) Noon............ Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
1:00.............. Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
Wednesday, AllgllSt 5 1:30..cccc....... Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
. area)
Morning 1:30..cnnenn, 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
8:30.....cuuunnnn. English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr. & Sr. 1:30.............. Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
Horse Show (horse area) 2-5 .l Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) -
9:00......uuunnnn. Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires, Milking FREE
Shorthorns (animal show arena) 2:00.....ccunn. Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep
9:30.....c.u...... Ox Pulling (Butterfield Arena) show tent)
10-Noon....... Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 2:30.....cuuen.... Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
FREE 3:00.............. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
10:30............ Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 3:00.............. Antique Equipment Demos (antigue equipment
area) area)
10:30............ Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent) 3:00.............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
10:30............ Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show 3:30.............. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
11:00............ Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) 4:00.............. Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
Afternoon 5:00....ccccunn. Youth Beef Clipping & Fitting Demonstration
(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

“The Taste of Vermont”

at Addison County
Fair & Field Days Dining Hall
Tuesday, August 4
Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $15
Children 10 & under: $8

Tickets available now at:
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt's Store in
Bridport, the Field Days office
or at fielddays@gmavt.net.
Beginning August 2nd,
tickets will only be available
at the Field Days office.
Call 545-2557

NU.
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Bracelet Rides - ALL DAY for $25
Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements



Page 14 @

Field Days + Official Program » The Addison Independent ¢ July 30, 2026

Schedule of Events

Continued from page 13

(animal show arena)

5:30..c.cccennnn. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

545 Power Wheel Derby (Tractor Pad)

6:30......cvueee. Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show

7:00.............. Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda Rock
(show tent). Signup at 6:30 p.m.

7:00.............. Demolition Derby (tractor pad)

Thursday, August 6
Morning

8:00.............. Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show (horse area)

9:00.............. 4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship Classes
(animal show arena)

9:00.......uue.... 4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep show
tent)

9:00.............. VTPA-Antique & Enhanced Antique Tractor
Pulls

10:00............ Hand Mowing Contest (antique equipment
demo area)

10:00............ Ox Pulling (weigh-ins 8 a.m.)

10:30............ Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area)

10:30............ Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show

11:00............ Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups at 10
a.m.)

11:00............ Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

11:30............ Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Afternoon

Noon............ Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride
bracelets

Noon............ Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE

Noon............ Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

15 .. Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) -
FREE

1:00.............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

1:30.ccccnnn... Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area)

1:30.....cuu...... Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

1:30..ccnn.n... 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

2:30..ennn. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

2:45.............. Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

3:00....ccceunn.. Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area)

3:00.............. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Where Personalized Service Matters”

Auto ¢« Home
Farm o Commercial

ﬁAINES

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

154 Monkton Rd PO Box 133
Vergennes, VT 05491
802-877-2878

Across from Aubuchon Ace Hardware
www.gainesinsurance.com

Maple Meadow Farm

Vermont Maple Syrup

Plastic: - MAPLE
: MEADOW
FARM

Gallon

Sample (3.4 02) oo §4.50
Glass:

TLHOr

0.50 Liter .
0.25 L8 oo §1.75
Maple Leaf:

250 ml

Covered Bridge 250 ml......$12.50 "3"” =
Etched Moose 250 ml ......... §12.50

Snowman 375ml ................ $14.00

PLUS: Fresh eggs, local milk, cheese,
butter, orange juice and more!

Maple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 « www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30 * (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)
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Crafters vie for Thompson Bowl

By PAIGE HESCOCK

NEW HAVEN — For most
participants in the Home and Gar-
den Department competitions at
the Addison County Fair & Field
Days, having their name etched
onto the pewter bowl trophy is
only a dream. But for some, this
dream has come true.

Since 1974, the Leona Thomp-
son Bowl has been presented an-
nually to the best exhibitor in the
Foods and Handicrafts Depart-
ments. An individual must earn
the most points in both categories,
and points are awarded based on
the ribbons given.

“Francis Monroe started the
Home and Garden Barn, and she
named the prize after her friend
Leona Thompson. She was an
extension agent, a favorite home-
maker and an encourager of the
home arts,” said Lee Greenewalt,
the superintendent of handicrafts
at the Home and Garden Barn.

Hannah Sessions, a talented
painter and cheesemaker at Blue
Ledge Farm in Leicester, carned
her name on the coveted bowl in
2024. She described her strategy
as “flood the zone” rather than
“quality over quantity.”

“When I approached the pre-
pared foods entry table with my
laundry basket overflowing with
entries, their gasps and wide eyes
gave me a glimmer of hope that
my strategy might have worked,
and it could be my year!” Ses-
sions recalled.

While Sessions knit and sewed
various things, she baked many
foods and entered in different
canned items. She believes it was
her granola that won it for her,
which was made with local honey
and won the Best in Class award
in the specific “made with honey”
category.

“The Leona Thompson Bowl
was folklore in our house as a kid

ﬂ 11 0k : «s'

HANNAH SESSIONS, THE 2024 winner of the Leona

because my Mom came within
one point of winning it sometime
in the ’80s. Getting the Sessions
name finally etched on that bowl

Thomp-
son Bowl, presents the impressive trophy to 2025 winner Kacie
O’Connell. The bowl is presented annually to the best all-around
participant in the Home and Garden Department competitions at
the Addison County Fair and Field Days.

Photo by Kate Baker

was thrilling and motivated my
Mom to rekindle the Bowl pas-
sion,” Sessions said.

(See Leona, Page 16)

FULLY

FOCUSED ON
SUPPORTING
YOUR VISION.

At Farm Credit East, the future has never been clearer.

@FARM CREDIT EAST

farmcrediteast.com | 800.562.2235

Today, there are plenty of distractions in agriculture to sway producers and their partners
from the task at hand. But Farm Credit East maintains the same mission-driven strength
that helps both our teammates and customer-owners stay focused on the future.

We're proud to meet the credit and financial needs of Northeast farming, forestry,

fishing and agribusiness, all while gaining new perspective ourselves.

Crop Growers crop insurance from Farm Credit East is an equal opportunity provider.

Loans & Leases

Accounting Services
Profitability Consulting

Tax Preparation & Planning
Appraisals

Estate Planning

Beginning Farmer Programs
Crop & Livestock Insurance

i
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Schedule of Events

Continued from page 14

3:30...cenn. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

4:00.......u...... Beef Showmanship/Fitting Show (S/I/J/N) &
Market Classes (show arena)

4:00.............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

4:30-5 .......... Dark Horse Lumberjack Show (tractor pad)
(4:30 Prelims)

5:30..ccennnn. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

5:30.....cuuun.... Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

5:30..ccciennn. Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration
(children’s barnyard area)

6:00.............. BINGO (bandstand)

6:30.....ccinnnn. Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show

7-9 .. Good-Time Line Dancing demo/instruction
(show tent)

7:30....ccuun..... Animal Costume Class (animal show arena)

Friday, August 7
Morning
8:30.....cceunnnn. Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
8:30.....ccuunnn. VTPA-Youth, Adult Stock, Sport Stock,

Enhanced Sport Stock, Super Stock, Limited

Pro Diesel, 4 Cylinder Mod, ATVs Antique: all
classes beginning with 3,000 pounds and up
9:00......0uunn... Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
9:30.....cuue..... Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10-Noon....... Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) -
FREE
10:00............ Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
10:00............ Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
10:00............ Working Steer & Ox Show (animal show arena)
10:00............ Pony Pulling (Butterfield Arena) Weigh-ins 8 a.m.
10:30............ Antique Equipment Demos (antiqgue equipment
area)
10:30............ Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show
11:30............ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Afternoon
Noon............ Dig for Treasure! (Youth activity area) - FREE
Noon............ Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride
bracelets
Noon............ Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
Noon............ PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal show
arena)
(See Schedule of Events on page 18)

Leona

(Continued from, Page 15)

So Hannah’s mother, Abi Ses-
sions, was in the hunt for the bowl
again in 2025.

However, history repeated it-
self as Abi Sessions was again
only one point shy of winning the
bowl at the 2025 Field Days.

“I entered 22 things this year,
but only had a few baked goods,”
Abi said. “When I approached the
food table and looked over and
saw Kacie O’Connell with her
heaping basket of food, I knew I
had lost my chance.”

O’Connell, one of Hannah
Sessions’s employees at Blue
Ledge Farm, had 24 entries in
the competition: 10 handicrafts
and 14 food items. Her entries
varied from a baby-size quilt, a
homemade sewn doll and a girl’s
nightgown to caramel apple cake,
homemade apple sauce and gra-
nola. She earned three grand ro-

settes for a pair of crochet mit-
tens, her banana bread and apple
cake.

“I think that might’ve been
what clinched it,” O’Connell told
the Independent.

While O’Connell was confident
in winning, she knew it was going
to be close because Abi Sessions
had more grand rosettes than her,
especially for her canned goods.

“She was tough competition
and I honestly thought she had it
in the bag,” O’Connell said.

In the end, O’Connell’s method
of quantity over quality, just like
Hannah Sessions, helped her earn
the O’Connell name on the bowl.

“I’'m a bit relieved that I won
it this year, but I’ll definitely
still enter other things next year
and eventually enter this award
again,” O’Connell said in 2025.

As for Abi Sessions, her daugh-
ter and O’Connell are both hope-
ful that 2026 will be her year.

“We’ll all be by her side, root-
ing her on,” Hannah said.

KACIE O’'CONNELL, THE 2025 winner of the Leona Thompson
Bowl, smiles at the camera as she shows off her mini bowl award
that she gets to take home. The big bowl! will have her name etched

on it and stay at the fair.
Photo by Alicia Hughart
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come by the AQW!

RT 7 South « Midd. + 802-388-2876 ¢ Open 7 days a week, 11 am - 8 pm
Located just south of Middlebury on Route 7 « Middlebury’s A&W is the last one in Vermont!

A Few Menu Favorites Classic @@,  Classic
m.0.0..Q.OO...: Sides ‘E’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ
— I. : { Cheddar c“Rns

PA PA Cheese Curds Root Beer

Onion Rings Float
BURGER R ..
Dinner Specialties

P R By

e000000000000 0 _ )
m ° Fried Chicken
o - ‘ ° Uncle Sal’s Chicken Wings
» BT ORIGINAL ° Fried Shrimp * Fried Clams

BACON DOUBLE S | ASSIC GRILLED DOGS
CHEESEBURGER S Coney Chili Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

!
S -
000000000000 0O0

Your one-stop shop for: Monday Night
 Groceries And don’t forget Bike Night

our full deli!!! 2 or 3 wheels
. Beverages FREE RB FLOAT!

¢ Grilling Meat Best Sandwich
* Ice! prices in town!
' 6” - $6.69
12”7 - $11.95

Tuesday Night

Classic Car Night
FREE RB FLOAT!

wi/classic car
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Schedule of Events

Continued from page 16

12:30............ Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

1:00.............. Tom Joyce, Magician (bandstand)

1:00.............. 4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)

1:30.............. Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area)

1:30.............. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

1:30.............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

2-5 i, Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) —
FREE

2:45.............. Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)

3:00......cuuuee. Future Showmanship/Fitting Class & Beef
Conformation & Group Classes

3:00......00uuee. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

3:00.............. Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment
area)

3:30.cciinnnnn. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)

3:30..ccinnnnn. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

5:00......cuuuee. 98.9 WOKO Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under,
sign up at 4 p.m. (show tent)

5:30..cccccennnn. Wheels of Agriculture Game Show (dairy area)

5:30..uuuienne. Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration
(children’s barnyard area)

6:30....ccuunneeen Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show

6:00.............. VTPA- Trucks: Factory Stock St. Legal,
Enhanced St. Legal, St. Mod, Work Stock
Diesel, Open St. Legal Diesel, 3.0 Pro Diesel,
SS 4x4, 2WD Mini, V8 Minis, Semis

6:00.............. Design a hat with Hat Tat (bandstand)

7:00.....ccccunn... 98.9 WOKO Armwrestling-Adults, weigh-ins 5
p.m. (show tent)

Saturday, August 8
Morning

9:00.....ccunnn. Open Dairy Show-Jersey, Brown Swiss &
Guernsey

9:00......0uun.... Paint with KT Kayhart - Barn Quilts (bandstand)

9:30.....cuue..... Draft Horse Show (horse area)

10:00............ Baked Bean Contest & Samples (picnic
pavilion)

10:00............ Horse Pulling, Weigh-ins 8AM (Butterfield
Arena)

10-Noon....... Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) -
FREE

10:30............ Antique Equipment Demos (antiqgue equipment
area)

10:30............ Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game

(See Schedule of Events on page 19)

Family Owned and Operated
since the early 1940s

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF:

Ready Mix Concrete
PreCast/Prestressed Concrefe
Sand & Stone
Concrete Pumping
Concrete & Masonry Supply

2464 Case St * Middlebury, VT
P CARRARA.COM

Heat pump &
energy solutions
that work for you.

Your home. Your comfort.
Our expertise.

%@5,@* vgsvt.com/clover
Ei a (802) 863-4511

clever

ENERGY
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r« Page 19

Schedule of Events

Continued from page 18
Show

10:00............ Youth and Other 4-H Sheep Show

11:00............ Highland Dance Vermont- Scottish Highland
Dance School Performance (Show Tent)

Afternoon

Noon............ VTPA- Pure Stock/Out of Field Farm Stock,
Farm Stock, Hot Farm, 466 Hot Farm Altered
Farm

Noon............ Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day
ride bracelets

Noon............ Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE

Noon............ Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

12:30............ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

1:.00.............. Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic Six
Qualifier (horse area)

1:30.ccccee..... Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

1:30.............. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

2-5 i, Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area)
- FREE

3:00.............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

3:00......uuuu... Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

3:00.....uuuunnne. 4H & Other Youth Poultry Showmanship
(children’s barnyard area)

3:00......0uuuee. Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

3:30.....ccuue.... Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (show tent)
Presentation (home & garden building)

3:30.....ennn. 4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

5:00......cuuuee. Home & Garden Awards & Leona Thompson
Bowl

5:30.....ccuu..... Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)

B5:30..cciiinnn. Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)

6:00.............. BINGO (bandstand)

6:00.............. VTPA-Pure Stock/Out of Field Farm Stock,
Farm Stock, Hot Farm, 466 Hot Farm Altered
Farm

6:00.............. NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited
ProTractor Pulls (tractor pad)

6:30.............. Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game
Show

7:00....ccuuune. Vermont's own 40th Army band, IRON
SIGHTS rock band (show tent)

gm%

N AND OFF ROAD POWERSPORTS

BECAUSE THE JI]B WONT

130 ETHAN ALLEN HYW, NEW HAVEN VT
(802)388-0669 CYCLEWISEVT.COM

YOUTH DIRTBIKES, ATVS, & SIDE BY SIDES
P‘ STARTING AT $899.

l‘ \ 3
1 /

R Y

130 ETHAN ALLEN HYW, NEW HAVEN VT
(802)388-0669 CYCLEWISEVT.COM
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Armwrestling offers thrills

By MARIA BARR

Armwrestling celebrated its
48th year at the Addison County
Fair and Field Days in 2025,
and drew nearly 200 competitors
from across the Northeast. That
reaffirmed its status as one of the
longest-running tournaments in
the country.

The youth division last year
nearly doubled expectations with
88 entrants ranging from under
five years old to age 16. Forty-one
were girls — almost half the field.

“It was great to see so many
girls interested in competing,”
said Priscilla Barry, the event’s
bracket manager and announc-
er. “It certainly tends to
be a male-dominated
sport, so it’s fantastic
to see girls and young

tured the right-handed title, while
Jonathan Waldvogel won left-
handed honors. The adult tourna-
ment featured both amateur and
pro classes, with amateur partici-
pation now outpacing the pros.

Tournament director Bill Sinks
— a professional armwrestler
who at that point in 2025 had won
four events that year — credited
social media for fueling interest
in the sport.

“The sport in itself is growing
exponentially because of all the
online presence, and everything
is just getting crazy,” he said.
“There’s so many people that are

interested in it, and I get
calls and messages on

Facebook all the time,

asking ‘Where can I

train?’”

AMATEUR AND PRO armwrestlers go head-to-head in the 48th an-
nual tournament at Addison County Fair and Field Days in 2025 —
one of the longest-running armwrestling competitions in the nation.

Independent file photo/Steve James

in shape, you can compete into
your 50s and 60s. And I’'m still

entrants representing the wider
Northeast.

women showing an in- Sinks, who runs
terest.” state’s largest arm-
In adult com- wrestling club —
petition, 79 VERMONT
competitors Power — out
earned  po- of his Wey-
dium  fin- bridge home
ishes. Kris gym,  said
Mikels the sport’s
cap- accessibil-
ity keeps it

thriving.
“You
know,
you stay

WHITING’S TJ ASHLEY, age 9, wears a fierce expression as he bat-
tles an opponent in the right-handed Boys’ Age 9-10 division at the
2025 Addison County Fair and Field Days armwrestling tournament.

Independent file photo/Steve James

competing. [ just turned 61 a
couple weeks ago. I’ve won four
tournaments this year already, and
I didn’t compete much last year.
And it’s just because it’s so much
a part of my life,” Sinks added.
The tournament’s origins date
to 1977, when Armand Brisson
and his family founded it. Each
year, they sponsor the Armand
Brisson Sportsmanship Award,
which in 2025 went to Ed Farren,
who drove seven and a half hours
from northern Maine to compete
in the Field Days tournament.
Competitors last year came
from Vermont, New York, New
Hampshire, Maine, Connecticut
and New Jersey, with pro-class

“People a lot of times come with
a preconceived notion of what
they think it is, but in all reality,
it’s nothing like that. You know,
it’s not beer drinking guys that are
just getting angry at each other at
armwrestling,” Sinks explained.
“That’s not the case. These guys
are dedicated athletes.”

The 98.9 WOKO Armwres-
tling tournament at the 2026 Field
Days will take place on Friday,
Aug. 7, at the Show Tent. Kids
age 16 younger can sign up at 4
p-m., then the one-on-one compe-
tition starts at 5 p.m. Adult sign
up and weigh in begins at 5 p.m.;
head-to-head competition begins
at 7.

BUSINESS TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

Serving the Addison County Business Community
Telecommunications Sales & Service « Data Cabling
Wireless « Fiber Optics « Security Surveillance Systems

Visit our new website! bts-vt.com

802-388-8999 - John and Jim Fitzgerald

g N
‘\]\‘\%
c,e,

/MIDDLEBURY
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

Contact Us Today!
Email: middleburyah@gmail.com
139 Washington Street Extension, Middlebury, VT

We’re Here For Your Pet

Call: 802-388-2691

Compassionate Care
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Tom Joyce’s magic show is bananas - be amazed

By BEE ECKELS

NEW HAVEN — Looking for
some summertime magic? Magi-
cian Tom Joyce tells us that the
phrases to chant this summer are
not “abracadabra” or “open ses-
ame.” Instead, he says the magic
words are “I love Field Days.”

For two decades, Joyce has been
performing at the Addison County
Fair and Field Days. He began put-
ting on his act in 2004, and in 2026
he is doing two shows every day
(only one on Saturday). Find him
in the Bandstand.

“Whenever 1 go to Field Days,
magical and amazing things seem
to happen all day long,” Joyce told
the crowd.

During his 45-minute perfor-
mances, Joyce performs a series
of tricks that delight and excite his
audience. In a 2025 performance,
he opened with a mind-reading
trick that involved the participa-
tion of the young camper-packed
audience that had come to find ref-

uge from the boiling sun.

He selected one of the children
to close their eyes and placed
a cube covered in six different
emojis into a small box. Then,
Joyce asked one of the counselors
to guess what emoji the camper
was thinking of. When the coun-
selor guessed “sunglasses,” Joyce
opened the box and there it was, a
smiling emoji wearing sunglasses.

Following the success of his first
trick, Joyce used three colorful
scarves — blue, green and red —
and played an interactive rhyming
game with the audience. Once he
ran out of things that thyme with
“red,” Joyce ended the trick by
pulling a bouquet of flowers out
of the middle of the green scarf.
This feat received a collective gasp
from the children.

Joyce pulled out his “clap-o-
meter” to measure the enthusiasm
of the audience. Not surprisingly,
the box burst open in response to
the deafening roar produced by the

Efficiency
Excellence
Network

We are
your local
Mitsubishi
heat pump

service team.

O

DIAMOND
CONTRACTOR

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

installation and

ecwlon_

kids.

The audience was deeply in-
volved in this interactive show
with many members going up to
stand next to Joyce and hand him
missing bits that had flown off of
one wand end or another. They
even cheerfully heckled him when
he made silly — purposeful —
mistakes. While not all of these
interruptions were planned, Joyce
seamlessly worked them all into
his act.

Some of Joyce’s signature acts,
and quite obviously fan favorites,
include the “Vanishing Banana”
trick where instead of making
bananas disappear, he multiplies
them and acts alarmed when he
holds up his hand and finds yet
another banana in it; the “Loose
Wand” trick where he pretends the
caps at either end of his wand are
screwed on tightly, but when he
turns around, they shoot off into
the audience to the delight of the
kids; the “Timmy the Toilet Paper”

trick which ends with Joyce pull-
ing a 20-foot-long strand of toilet
paper out of his mouth; and the
“Tooth Fairy” trick where he pulls
half dollar coins out of thin air.
Even if you think they are coming,
these tricks are amazing to see in
person.

When a segment concludes,
Joyce will say the phrase, “That’s
the end of that one,” to which the
audience will respond, “Awww.”

Joyce will then whip around and
say, “But I have another one!” and
the audience will shout, “Yay!”

At the end of his show, Joyce
concluded with a trick that made
large pieces of colorful tissue
paper disappear. But, when he
opened his hands, they exploded
into a bunch of tiny colorful rib-
bons, mimicking a firework explo-
sion. He then thanked the audience
for attending.

“I will literally be here all
week,” Joyce said jokingly (but
truthfully).

ELECTRICAL
REFRIGERATION
AIR CONDITIONING INC

dennis@newtonerac.com ¢ 802-388-1431
www.newtonerac.com
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Most of you come to Field
Days to see some new things
and some old things, to learn
something about your county,
and see and spend time with
friends old and new. But an-
other major draw that brings
people to the Addison County
Fair and Field Days is simply to
be entertained. And our county
fair is FULL of entertainment!

Fairgoers look forward to en-
gaging agricultural shows and
displays, competitions of all
sorts, thrilling rides, people to
meet, food to sample and ani-
mals to admire.

For those who want to be
entertained from the bleach-
ers rather than in the ring, this
year’s fair will certainly not dis-
appoint. The lineup is packed

with  classic
favorites
ranging
from
N, the

IRON SIGHTS

FIELD DAYS
ENTERTAINMENT

annual opening parade to ka-
raoke, clowns and magicians.
Musicians will perform ’90s
rock, classic rock, blues, blue-
grass and more. Plus there will
be line dancing in which every-
one is invited to join in.

There are several acts sprin-
kled around the fairgrounds that
repeat multiple times this week,
so if you miss the first one,
come back the second or third
time.

Here’s a review of some of
these acts and short profiles of
entertainers that you’ll want to
check out at this year’s fair.

Look for some great music
at the fair this year — there’s
something almost every night in
the Show Tent.

The tunes start on Tuesday
night at 7 p.m. with the local
band “Magnetic Horse.” This
is a high-energy band to dance
and party with or simply enjoy
listening to. With a song list of
more than 100 tunes from the
’60s to the present, they play
the tunes people love, includ-
ing many that other bands don’t
attempt. In addition to original
music, the foursome performs
songs by Tom Petty, The Bea-
tles, ZZ Top, Bob Seger, The
Beach Boys, Fleetwood Mac,
The Eagles, Darius Rucker,
Steve Winwood, Poison, Talk-
ing Heads, Post Malone and
many more well-known acts.

Fronting the band is vocalist/
multi-instrumentalist Jon Ran-
del, who lives in Middlebury.
He started playing guitar and
harmonica at age 13 and added
keyboards. You may have seen
him in the band Blues Without
Borders. Joe Musolino began

(Continued on Page 24)

Asparagus (length x circumference)
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens

(length x width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)

SPONSORED BY MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in
each of the fruit and veggie categories helow:

Melon (circumference)

Onion (circumference)

Parsnip (circumference)

Pepper (circumference x circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)

Pumpkin (circumference x circumference)
Radish (circumference)

Rhubarhb (length)

Rutabaga (circumference)

Summer Squash (length x circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)

Sweet Potato (length x circumference)
Tomato (circumference)

Turnip (circumference)

Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game?

Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple
Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will

be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-
grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One

prize per person. Winners will be announced after the first local frost.

Visit addisoninderendent.com/contests
for more info.
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playing guitar at 14 and studied
at the Berklee College of Music.
Born in Los Angeles, Don Mon-
roe has lived in the Northeast
for all of his adult life. Over the
last 15 years, he sang and played
bass with many bands, and also
sang and played guitar as a solo
performer. He moved to Middle-
bury full-time in 2023 and hap-
pily keeps performing.

The well-known drummer
Tim Buskey is a native of the
Green Mountain State who grew
up in Middlebury and now lives
in Vergennes. In addition to be-
ing a musician, Tim has been a
radio broadcaster for 35 years.

On Wednesday night at 7 p.m.
in the Show Tent, it will be YOU
and your neighbors providing
the music. DJ Amanda Rock
will lead Karaoke Talent Night,
where regular folks can show off
their extra special vocal talents.
Sign up for your opportunity to
stand in the spotlight beginning
at 6:30 p.m., or just show up at
7 and enjoy the music of your
friends and neighbors — you
might just be surprised!

The Show Tent on Thursday
at 7 p.m. will host Good-Time
Line Dancing demo and instruc-
tion. Rooted in Addison County
since 2016, Good Time Line
Dancing is all about fun, com-
munity and making dance wel-

TIELD DAYS

ENTERTAINMENT

DARK HORSE LUMBERJACK

coming for everyone. Teaching
both contemporary and classic
line dances with a beginner-
friendly vibe, Good Time Line
Dancing lights up local spots
like Woodchuck Cider House
and beyond! Whether you’re
stopping in to learn or just soak
in the good vibes, this local fa-
vorite delivers nothing but good

times — no experience neces-
sary!

Dance instructor Andrea War-
ren — with the help of the audi-
ence — will turn the Show Tent
into a boot stompin’ line danc-
ing floor. The emphasis will be
on fun — not perfection. As she
told the Addison Independent,
“There are no mistakes; there

are only variations. We’re all hu-
man here. All T ask is that people
stay in lines, well because it’s
Line Dancing! But, you don’t
have to be strict — you can spin
if ya want to.”

Music gets a break on Friday
evening when a different kind
of entertainment takes over the
Show Tent. The WOKO Arm-
wrestling tournament invites
youngsters and adults to wrestle
— arms only — on the stage in
front of a cheering audience.
Kids aged 16 and younger can
sign up to take part at 4 p.m.,
then the one-on-one combat
starts at 5 p.m. Then the Big
Kids — also known as “Adults”
— will step in the ring. There
are different divisions based on
weight and gender. If you want
to compete, sign up and weigh
in beginning at 5 p.m. Head-to-
head competition begins at 7
p.m.

Then, more typical entertain-
ment returns to the Show Tent
on Saturday with two unique
performances.

The first is at 11 a.m. when
Highland Dance Vermont per-
forms a series of dances in the
Scottish Highland Dance style.
Katherine Levasseur leads danc-
ers who live by the dictum “As
strong as a warrior and as grace-

(Continued on Page 25)
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ful as a ballerina, we are the
dancers of Scotland.” This is a
very athletic, competitive style
of solo step dancing from the
Scottish Highlands. It combines
intricate footwork with bal-
letic upper body movements. If
you’re lucky, you will see kilts
and hear bagpipes.

Then the musical offerings
at the Show Tent wrap up at 7
p.m. on Saturday with .
the group called “Iron
Sights.” It is a dynamic
rock band com-
prised of seven
soldiers from
Vermont’s own
40th Army

SCOTTISH
HIGHLAND
DANCERS

Band. Touring throughout the
state, Iron Sights delivers a per-
formance featuring a high ener-
gy blend of classic *80s and *90s
rock, infused with elements of
R&B for a unique sound.

The soldiers proudly repre-
sent the Vermont Army National
Guard through their music and
will offer a show that resonates
with audiences of all ages.
The group is known for ener-
gized, crowd-pleasing rendi-
tions of classic rock staples, like
Creedence Clearwater Revival
and the Doobie Brothers, and
contemporary pop hits, includ-
ing Walk the Moon and Alicia
Keys.

BEYOND THE MUSIC

Entertainment at Field Days
is more than just listening. One
thing is the Dark Horse Lum-
berjack Show, which will take
place on Thursday, 4:30 p.m.,
at the Tractor Pad. This show
combines athletic competition,
education, and entertainment in
a high-energy, engaging perfor-
mance for audiences of all ages.
Audience members will see not
just athleticism but also equip-
ment proficiency, discipline, and
safety practices rooted in tradi-

MAGNETIC HORSE

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

tional forestry and lumberjack
sports.

Events at the competition at
Field Days will include crosscut
sawing, axe throwing, hot saw-
ing, underhand chopping, bow
sawing and relay races.

Look for these fun things to-
day outside of the ordinary:

* Wheels of Agriculture
Game Show is an audience in-
teractive game show that takes
place on a stage. The format
is a trivia-based game play in
which the person who can an-
swer a randomly selected ques-
tion gains points. The questions
are primarily agricultural
based and include topics
such as: Local Agricul-
ture, Animals, Plants, Food
Groups, Farm and barnyard,
music and other sounds. Sounds
perfect for the Addison County
Fair and Field Days.

* Pirate Man Dan can be
found daily sailing the grounds
with his bubble boat, strolling
across the midway with his long
sea legs or in the big tent doing
shows. Catch him trying to es-
cape a giant balloon, juggling
some fire, or even actively go-
ing for a world record live dur-
ing performances! Based out of

AR ey
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GOOD TIMES LIN

E DANCING
Groton, this local entertainer
has tours ranging from the San
Antonio Rodeo in Texas to the
Big E in Massachusetts. You
can only find him at large events
like the Addison County Fair
and Field days and if you men-
tion you saw him in the Addison
Independent he may even give
you a free Pirate Treasure!

¥

MAGICIAN TOM JOYCE

(Continued on Page 27)
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(Continued from Page 25)

* Vermont Magician Tom Joyce
delivers a really funny magic show
that is full of laughs, tons of au-
dience participation and amazing
magic. Magic Wands! Magic Words!
Magical Memories!

Tom is a former magician at the
world famous “F.A.O. Schwartz Toy
Store” in New York City that was
featured in the popular movie “Big.”
After that, he became a Magical Bar-
tender at T.G.I Friday’s on the Upper
East Side of Manhattan.

Tom performed his first magic
show at age 8 and has been living up
to his nickname, “The Funny Magic
Guy” ever since. He keeps this show
suitable for ages 4 and up.

e BINGO! This one word sums it
all up. American Legion Post 27 will
host BINGO Aug. 4, 6 and 8 at 6 p.m.
each night in the Bandstand tent.

* Plus, there is Mini Golf all week.
Started by Peter Miller when he was
only 19 years old, the Portable Mini
Golf Company has more than 75 dif-
ferent mini golf holes and has com-
pleted hundreds of events across all
of New England and New York.

We’ll close with one of the first
things at the fair — the Field Days
Opening Parade. It steps off from
near the tractor pad at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day. This year’s theme is “Carnival
Lights, Country Nights.” All entrants
are asked to assemble 45 minutes be-
fore the parade start time on the east
side of the Dusty Chuck. There will
be prizes for the winning entries.
Contact Benj Deppman at 802-724-
1381 or any Field Days director if
you plan to participate. Maybe you
should march in the parade: Ribbons
for the top three winning entries.

Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.
297 Lower Foote St., « Middlebury, VT 05753 « 802-388-1137 « www.vermontnaturalagproducts.com
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Enjoy the Fair!
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Sheep shearer keeps traditional farm craft alive

By MARIA BARR

NEW HAVEN —At the
Addison County Fair and Field
Days last year, a quiet but
steady draw on the Agricultural
Stage was a sheep shearing
demonstration by professional
shearer Siri Swanson. The
sheep, a Finnish Landrace — or
Finn — belonged to the Gordon-
Layn family of Monkton.

The event bridged past and
future: an age-old craft meeting
a new generation reviving
endangered livestock traditions.

Swanson co-owns Yankee
Rock Farm LLC in Bridport with
her partner Colin Siegmund.
She shears at over 600 farms
annually across New England
and maintains a flock of about
200 sheep herself. Like many
young  agriculturalists, her
journey began in 4-H.

“When I was a 4-H kid, 1
learned the basics of shearing
just by being around, you
know. I sheared a couple of my
own sheep, but I didn’t love
it,” Swanson said. “I went to
school for animal science and
was getting towards the end of
college, looking at jobs, and
a shearer in Vermont retired.
So the opportunity was there.
And T started shearing kind of
begrudgingly. 1 didn’t want to
take it on full time.

“But I think I just hadn’t
trained enough. And so it’s
really hard when you’re starting.
When that opportunity came up,
when he retired, and there was a
lot more sheep to shear, I found
I really did love it.”

Now one of the most
experienced shearers in the
region, Swanson works with

farms of all sizes, which she says
has shaped her understanding of
the industry.

“All around New England,
we see people raising sheep for
every different purpose — small
scale, large scale, commercial,

VETERAN SHEARER SIRI Swanson carefully shaves a Finnsheep
at the Addison County Fair and Field Days in 2025. The three to
four pounds of wool were immediately gathered by a member of
the Twist O’ Wool Guild to be used for demos later in the afternoon.

pets — like all of it. Every type
of breed and fiber. And that has
been so informative to me to
see all the different ways people
can successfully raise sheep —
and unsuccessfully, you know,
everyone has these trials and
tribulations. I think as a shearer
going to all these farms, there’s
no other education in your local
sheep industry better than that,”

Independent photo/Steve James

Swanson said.

While she still enjoys the
technical aspects of shearing,
teaching the next generation has
become her biggest reward.

“Working with kids is the most
rewarding for me right now,
because I was in that position
several years ago. Like, there’s
a 4H kid here who just this year
I helped teach her how to start to

shear her own (sheep) bellies...
to see a kid get comfortable with
their sheep, get comfortable
with some equipment, and it
can really pull them out of their
shell and just become like a
whole new person giving them
these tools and the confidence to
show off what they’re doing,”
Swanson added. “I think it’s
really impressive what they can
do and I'm really glad to be a
part of it.”

NEXT GENERATION

That idea — young people
gaining confidence through
hands-on animal work — was
echoed in the story of the sheep
Swanson had just shorn. It
belonged to a family involved
in the Youth Conservationist
Program (YCP), a national
initiative  connecting  youth
with endangered heritage sheep
breeds.

Natalie Layn, 14, and her
cousin Olivia Gordon-Layn, 12,
participate in the YCP, which
places yearling ewes with youth
age 9-18. The program aims to
preserve heritage livestock once
common on American farms
— breeds prized for genetic
diversity and hardiness.

To  keep  their  sheep,
participants must show them
at two fairs, use the fleece,
complete educational projects,
and create a scrapbook for
donors. Success earns them
the right to keep and breed the
animal.

Natalie’s ~ journey  began
by reaching out to Swanson.
Heather Layn, Natalie’s mother,
explained:

“My daughter started showing
sheep seven years ago. The first
year, she had no idea what she
was doing, and she actually
reached out to Siri to give her
some tips. And the following
year, she started leasing sheep
from her, so she could learn

(Continued on Page 30)
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(Continued from Page 29)

more about it in show. And
then we learned about the new
conservation program where
they give heritage breed sheep
to kids. So my daughter applied,
and her first year applying,
she won, and we had to go to
Maryland to a little festival to
receive this sheep.”

Their efforts didn’t stop there.

“So Natalie completed her first
year... and then she reapplied
again this year thinking that she
wouldn’t get selected. And she
got her cousin to join her and
they both won. So we go back
to Maryland, and we got more
sheep. So now we’re doing a
whole program all over again. ”

Heather added that three girls
in the family have now received
sheep through the YCP.

“My daughter’s 14 right now.
And Olivia was 11 when she
won her sheep. And then my
other niece, she won a sheep in
the program as well. She’s 10.
So when we went down there,
they were gifting the sheep — I
believe there’s 22 sheep gifted
— the kids were from all across
the country... And they started
calling out all the kids from
Vermont. And they were like,
whoa, there must be some really
good 4-H leaders down there
pushing the program.”

Young participants like Natalie
and Olivia show that Vermont’s
sheep farming tradition is far
from fading. In fact, it harkens
back to the early 19th-century
“sheep boom,” when the arrival
of Merino sheep from Spain
transformed Vermont into a
wool powerhouse.

The demonstration ring at
Field Days — with heritage
breeds and young handlers —
offers a living glimpse of that
legacy. Through shearers like
Swanson and the dedication

of 4-H families and youth
conservationists, Vermont’s
rural  heritage isn’t  just

remembered — it’s alive.

Oxen go “All the way!’ pulling heavy loads

By PAIGE HESCOCK

Regular attendees of the ox pull-
ing at Butterfield Arena at the Ad-
dison County Fair & Field Days
would be quite familiar with this
phrase — “All the way!”

It was repeatedly called out by
Annie Wilson, the longtime an-
nouncer of the event during the
2025 fair. She declares this when a
yoke of oxen, pulling a stone-boat
that carries at least 500 pounds
to start the pull, has successfully
reached the end line (six feet of
distance from the starting point).

Wilson has been the commen-
tator since 2004, after Margaret
Belle retired. Before that, attend-
ing the annual ox pull at Field
Days was routine for Wilson, who
would always be listening to the
announcers and keeping track of
the scoring, even establishing her
own scoring system.

“Annie has always been a huge
fan of ox pulling and has learned
a lot just from watching,” Renee
Pechie, a friend of Wilson’s and
the scorekeeper of the event, told
the Independent.

Wilson was often surrounded by
farm animals growing up, when
her parents owned Holsteins and

turn in pulling.

Morgan horses. She now has Line-
back cattle and some heifers of her
own.

Today, that lifelong connection
to livestock continues, as Wilson
now works with oxen that compete
across a range of weight classes.

There are five different weight
classes in which the oxen are clas-
sified: 2,000 1b. or under; 2,400
Ib. or under; 2,800 Ib. or under;
3,200 1b. or under and “free-for-
all,” where there is no limit on the
weight.

Each ox pull has five minutes to
get to the end of the line and three
tries within those minutes. Blocks
weighing 500-1,000 pounds are
added to the stone-boat after each
pair of oxen has reached the line.
More weight is added until only
one yoke of oxen is left standing
after the rest have been eliminated.
The same process continues for
each weight class.

Wilson expresses how humane
these practices are. If the oxen can-
not pull the weight, their owners
will not force them to strain their
muscles too much, she said.

“These guys (the oxen) love to
do it, and the owners just love their
animals. This is bovine husbandry:

BRIAN PATTON GUIDES his pair of Chianina oxen, Bob and Squid, towards the stone-boat for their

animal lovers who truly care for
their animals,” Wilson said.

“This group of pullers is a great
bunch of individuals who treat
their oxen well,” Pechie reaf-
firmed.

The oxen come from all over the
Northeast: Vermont, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire and New
York.

Scott Spencer, an oxen owner
from Benson, spoke about his two
oxen that he entered in the free-for-
all weight class for the first time.

Brick, his 7-year-old Chianina
ox, went from 1,700 to 2,000
pounds in only a month. He feeds
his bigger oxen 16 quarts of cow
grain, DAC oil and half to a full
bale of hay a day. To keep them
well-hydrated, he provides them
with a 5-gallon pail of orange-fla-
vored electrolytes.

Spencer plans for his oxen
to grow even bigger over time.
One pair currently weighs 4,100
pounds together, and he hopes they
will weigh 5,000-5,2000 pounds
by this time next year.

“You’ve got to get your oxen as
big as possible for the free-for-all.
I feed them and work them like
they’re athletes,” Spencer said.

... .

Independent photo/Paige Hescock



Field Days - Official Program « The Addison Independent « July 30, 2026 @ Page 31

TIRE BARNS, Inc.

TIRES FOR WORK.
TIRES FOR PLAY.

We carry a full line of quality top tire and price sensitive brands for all your on and off highway equipment needs — from
loaders, tractors, heavy trucks, and skid steers to boat trailers, passenger vehicles, light trucks, and lawn mowers.
With 20 full-service locations across New England, we’re ready to help you find the right tire to meet your needs,
application, and budget.

Still independently owned and operated

92 Hunt Road 62 Randbury Road 348 Boyer Circle 127 Round House Road
New Haven, VT 05472 Rutland, VT 05701 Williston, VT 05495 White River Jct., VT 05001
Phone: (802) 453-2106 Phone: (802) 747-0752 Phone: (802) 651-0841 Phone: (802) 291-9216

.




Thank you, Addison County, for your continued support
and for making us your preferred solar, heat pump and
whole-house battery installation team.

We are honored to have been chosey,
¢or every home and business imp, rovem,
project we have completeq) e
o

When you're ready for a solar, heat pump,
or whole-house battery
installation, we are here for you!

Bristol Electronics is a fourth-generation
installation business celebrating 54 years!

——= 802.453.2500 e,
BristolElectronicsVT.com
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We’l he dt the fair— please swing by our boot to say hello!
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