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BOOK YOUR 
SUMMER DESIGN 
CONSULTATION 
TODAY!

(802) 458-8999
CALL US TODAY!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT
BRADFORDKITCHEN AND BATH.COM

WE’RE READY 
TO LEND A HAND!

(WE KNOW YOURS ARE BUSY.)

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• PLUMBING FIXTURES
• HARDWARE & MORE!
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The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board extends 
a cordial invitation to you, your friends and your family to 
enjoy this year’s Fair on Aug. 4-8, 2026. It is our pleasure 
to present the opportunity to see a wide variety of fun 
and informative displays about life here in the Champlain 
Valley — with an emphasis of our agricultural heritage. 
As such, check out how area citizens are showcasing the 
quality products they have produced. And see, taste and 
smell all the other great things Addison Country Fair and 
Field Days has to offer, as well.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all our guests, 
and to everyone who visits, exhibits and takes part in 
Field Days, and we look forward to seeing you at our 
2026 fair.
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About this Field Days Program
Addison County Fair and Field Days draws folks from around the county and around the 

state to the fairgrounds in New Haven every August. The fair pulls in more people than any 
other event in Addison County. The best farmers, sugarmakers, cooks, bakers, gardeners 

and all kinds of craftmakers compete for bragging rights — as do those brave men and 
women who get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention 

the folks who work with the powerful draft horses). And don’t forget Wednesday’s skillet toss. 
More often than not, the winners turn out to be our neighbors, or the folks down the road whom we 

see at the grocery store, the creemee stand or our kids’ school concerts.
Kids with cows, calves, sheep, lambs — livestock of all kinds — work for weeks and months leading up to the fair, grooming 

their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters try to earn 
the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and spices 
from the pantry; then whip them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the Food 
Department. 

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the 
ton and plenty of midway rides.

This booklet, which is filled with photographs taken at last year’s fair, is designed to serve as a guide to Field Days. A 
complete schedule of events can be found here as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers. 

Entertainment at the fair comes not just in the form of bands, dancers and a popular magician, but also includes the ever-
popular armwrestling. The popular karaoke contest returns, as does Line Dancing.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 4-8. Go out and see ALL of it!

Proudly serving 
Addison County farmers 

for over 6 decades!
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES

Sales Manager/Owner 
T.G. Wisnowski & Sons

Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740 
www.accscattle.com

Weekly Monday & Thursday 
Livestock Auctions

*Specializing in dairy 
replacement & herd dispersals

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888

www.valleywidevets.com

Good Luck to all Participants!
David Rockwell DVM, Elizabeth Martens DVM,

Emma Cijka, DVM, Glen Cousineau DVM
Office: Krystal Ingwersen, Tina Jordan

Providing medical and 
surgical services to food 
animals in Addison and 

northern Rutland Counties 
since 1995.

Message to Superintendents
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Our history

Author details small-town life for 

Jews in Old Vermont, including 

locally. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Three medals

City sprinter Hazel Rakowski 

finds success at the Special 

Olympics USA Games. Page 1B.

Next leaders

More than a dozen locals take 

part in leadership training at 

Girls State. See Page 17A.

Recovery home 

planned for Midd

Oscar-winning actor 

Jane Fonda at MNFF

Movie festival to boast 

luminaries, 120 films
Small cannabis cultivators face challenges 

Donors & nonprofits join forces

Crowded market 

is a key concern 

After lots of talk, Vergennes 

OKs budget; spending up 12%
Advocates promote 

changes in how we 

perceive pyschedelics 

Ripton gets 
possesion
of its grade 
school backCity Pride 

celebration 

grows in its 

fourth year

(See Recovery, Page 14A)

(See Jane Fonda, Page 10A)

(See Film festival, Page 10A)

(See Ripton school, Page 14A)

(See Pride celebration, Page 16A)

(See Pyschedelic, Page 12A)

(See City budget, Page 15A)

(See Growers, Page 18A)
By MARIN HOWELL 

VERMONT — Randy Russell 

can trace the agricultural history 

of his family farm in Bristol back 

to the early 1900s. Walking the 

property on a recent June morning, 

he recounted days when the farm 

housed an 86-head dairy operation 

and work horses pulled equipment 

on the land.
Farming stopped in 1995 after 

the death of Russell’s grandmother. 

Russell began paying taxes on the 

property and eventually purchased 

it in 2018. 
When Vermont’s regulated 

cannabis market opened up in 

2022, Russell saw an opportunity 

to revive the family farm. He 

launched his cannabis business, 

Green Mountain Exotics, that year. 

“I didn’t do this to get rich, I just 

wanted to restore my farm and to 

get it operational again,” Russell 

said of his work as a cannabis 

cultivator. “That was my dream, 

and it’s just a complete nightmare 

right now.” 
Russell is in the process of 

subdividing and selling off the farm 

to pay off debt after his cannabis 

business became financially 

unsustainable. Reflecting on his 

experience, he highlighted various 

challenges smaller cannabis 

growers face in what has become 

an extremely competitive market 

in Vermont, from struggles getting 

their products onto shelves to 

RANDY RUSSELL OF Bristol walks with his son through a hemp field at his family farm several years ago. Russell is now selling the farm 

after trying to revive it through working in the state’s hemp and cannabis industries. His story highlights the challenges smaller growers face 

surviving in the cannabis market, from struggles getting their products onto shelves to falling wholesale prices. 
Photo courtesy of Randy Russell

By RACHELLE TALBERT

VERGENNES — Nearly 

100 people filled the streets 

of Vermont’s smallest city on 

Saturday for Vergennes Pride, a 

celebration of LGBTQ+ identity 

and protest against inequality. 

Churchgoers, roller-skaters and 

rugby players alike marched 

together before gathering on the 

City Green. 
This year marks the fourth 

annual Vergennes Pride 

celebration — and the event 

keeps growing. Sydney Ansley 

of Ferrisburgh, organizer of 

Vergennes Pride since 2023, 

was excited about the turnout.

“It brings more people 

every time,” Ansley told the 

Independent. “It feels bigger 

than it did last year.”

Vergennes Pride is one small 

part of a global celebration. 

Pride began in 1969, when New 

MEMBERS OF THE Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society in yellow came up from 

Middlebury to march on Main Street in the Vergennes Pride Parade on Saturday.
Independent photo/Kelsey Wood

York City police raided Stonewall, 

a bar that welcomed gay and 

transgender individuals. Police 

intended to arrest anyone found to 

be cross-dressing, but the people 

in the bar rioted. 

In the following days, the 

LGBTQ+ community of New 

York began to protest and organize. 

The protest was called “Pride,” to 

combat the shame surrounding 

being gay or transgender. Since 

then, cities around the world 

host parades each year at the 

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Addison Central 

School District on Wednesday 

transferred ownership of the 

former Ripton Elementary School 

property to the town of Ripton, 

which is now studying potential 

community uses for the building at 

753 Lincoln Road and the 15 acres 

that go with it.

The transfer came two days 

after ACSD issued a press release 

confirming an agreement with 

the Ripton selectboard. The 

conveyance comes 10 years 

after Ripton, Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Salisbury, Shoreham 

and Weybridge conveyed their 

respective elementary schools 

to ACSD as part of Act 46, 

Vermont public school governance 

consolidation law.

Declining K-5 enrollment forced 

closure of Ripton Elementary 

By ELOISE CHRISTY

VERGENNES — The community conversation 

around psychedelic mood-altering substances on 

Saturday, June 27, at the Bixby Library in Vergennes 

began with a moment of silence and a ringing of a 

singing bowl. Attendees sat with their eyes closed 

After months of planning, 

WVVT.org — a new community 

radio station serving the 5-Town 

Area — will begin its first 

scheduled broadcasts on July 

4, streaming live from a mobile 

studio on a float in Bristol’s 

July 4 parade. This is a soft 

launch, meaning organizers 

will keep building the station 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — A group of 

anonymous donors have pooled 

enough resources to acquire what 

would become Addison County’s 

first ever “recovery housing” 

project — in Middlebury — for 

folks continuing their journey 

from substance use disorder to 

sober and independent living.

Those close to the project 

declined to publicly disclose 

the specific address of the new 

amenity at this point, except to say 

that it’s in the “Court Street area.” 

They promised more details after 

a scheduled July 22 closing on the 

property.
But this much was clear as the 

Independent went to press on 

Wednesday: The new housing 

would have a six-person capacity, 

serving folks who’ve made 

JANE  FONDA

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury New Filmmakers 

Festival has attracted a lot of 

Hollywood talent, but for the 12th 

festival this August, it has landed a 

true superstar. 

Two-time Oscar-winning actor 

and activist Jane Fonda will attend 

MNFF12 on Saturday, Aug. 29, 

and Sunday, Aug. 30. 

MNFF Artistic Director Jay 

Craven, a noted filmmaker himself 

who founded Kingdom County 

Productions in Barnet, said that on 

“a little bit of a lark” he approached 

her about promoting her new film, 

“Gaslit,” at MNFF12.

“She’s not doing a whole lot 

of appearances for that, but I 

guess she decided, ‘Why not 

Middlebury?’” Craven said.

Although both are ensconced in 

moviemaking, it wasn’t through 

the film industry that Craven and 

Fonda connected.

“I knew and worked with 

By SOPHIA KESHMIRI

VERGENNES — After roughly four 

hours of discussion, tense exchanges and 

considerations about where to cut back, 

Vergennes city councilors passed a fiscal 

year 2027 budget on Tuesday night. 

The $3,738,262.92 figure is up more 

than $400,000, or about 12%, from the 

$3,336,867.28 approved last year. 

Excluded in the figure is the roughly 

$200,000 that City Manager Ron Redman 

had allocated for paving, a cost that in 

recent years was covered with American 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — While two-

time Academy Award-winning 

actress and activist Jane Fonda (see 

related story) will understandably 

grab many of the headlines at 

this year’s Middlebury New 

Filmmakers Festival (MNFF), 

the five-day extravaganza (Aug. 

26-30) will boast several other 

luminaries and a crop of 120 

submitted and curated films that 

festival organizers have dubbed 

the best ever in the event’s 12-year 

history.
“We’ve always tried to bring 

stories to life or to light for our 

audiences where they could make 

the statement, ‘I’ve never seen 

that before; I learned something,’” 

MNFF Co-founder and Interim 

Producer Lloyd Komesar said. 

“This year, there’s a bumper crop 
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Dreamscapes
Two artists use different mediums 
to portray the world with a hint of 
nostalgia. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Fast times
Bristol’s annual Outhouse Races 
drew some good times and great 
smiles. See who won on Page 1B. 

Enforcers
ICE agents came to Middlebury 
& left with three people thought 
to be immigrants. See Page 2A.

Happy 250!The annual Independence Day 
parade in Bristol had a special 
meaning this year — America’s 
semiquincentennial — and people 
came out in droves to enjoy the 
spectacle. See more parade photos 
on Page 9A. 

Independent photos/Steve James

College initiatives seeking to harness AI

Sessions tops field in campaign funds

Mini-grants put chatbots in classroom

Senate hopeful off to a $53K start

Historic cabin at Snowbowl is saved

Middlebury CHIPs in for housing starts

Eligibility rules bar some students from Mt. Abe trip

Dike aims for Add-4 House seat

Regional EMS district interests Vergennes area

(See Regional services, Page 14A)

(See Harnessing AI, Page 15A)

(See Cabin, Page 16A)
(See Dike, Page 13A)

(See Frustration, Page 11A)

(See Middlebury, Page 13A)

(See Campaign funds, Page 11A)

By ELOISE CHRISTYHANCOCK — On Monday 
the historic Hubbard Cabin 
at the Middlebury College 
Snowbowl made a short trip 
with a long-term purpose. The 
old log structure was moved to 
a new home between the Starr 
Lodge and the snowmaking 
pond, where it will undergo 
restoration before beginning a 
new chapter as home base for 
the Middlebury College alpine 
ski team.

For Snowbowl General 
Manager Kim Essensa, 
relocating the cabin was 
essential to the survival of the 
old lodge and the preservation 
of its history. 

“When they put it there, it was 
a place that wasn’t conducive for 
its survival,” Essensa said. “It 
deteriorated pretty fast. The roof 
was bowing. We had some huge 

gaping holes, gaps in the logs, and 
we had quite a few animals living 
in it.”

For the Snowbowl community, 
watching the cabin deteriorate was 

difficult to stomach for people so 
connected to the place. Rather 
than let it rot, officials decided it 
should be preserved as a space for 

On Tuesday, July 14, at 7 
p.m. local historian Barry 
“Duke” Whitney will deliver 
a presentation on “East 
Middlebury Soldiers in the Civil 
War,” which will also touch on 
the community’s only combat 
Spanish American war veteran, 
John Kirk Piper. With the 
firing on Fort Sumter in 1861 
and President Lincoln’s call for 
troops, East Middlebury’s own 
answered the call and fought 
in many battles, including 
Antietam, Fredericksburg and 
Gettysburg. Whitney’s talk will 
touch on East Middlebury Civil 
War veterans bearing such last 
names as Piper, Billings, Perkins, 
Grant, Smith, Lee, Abbott, 
Cobb, Peck, Bidwell, Needham 
and many more. Whitney will use 
some period items to punctuate 

3rd in a seriesBy JING WILLIAMSMIDDLEBURY — In the 
Middlebury College class 
“Sociology of Artificial 
Intelligence” this spring, Assistant 
Professor Isabelle Langrock 
challenged students to design their 
own AI chatbots. One group wanted 
to counter ChatGPT’s constantly 
enthusiastic disposition, so they 
trained their bot using the “Mean 
Girls” movie script. As a result, the bot they created 

was, basically, a bully. “I think it was a really fun 
assignment, and students got to be 

very creative with it,” Langrock 
said.

The rise of generative artificial 
intelligence in higher education 
offers an opportunity for 
Middlebury College to reflect on 
its core liberal arts values and how 
to maintain them in the future, said 
Amy Collier, Associate Provost for 
Digital Learning.  Since the first ChatGPT model 

was released to the public in 2022, 
higher education institutions have 
pursued different paths to address 
AI. At Middlebury, the response has 
been multi-pronged. The Digital 
Learning and Inquiry Committee, 

known as DLINQ, and college have provided avenues for faculty research, one-on-one conversations about AI, various workshops, open community meetings, and classes on the topic. While DLINQ has been spearheading many initiatives, an AI working group composed of Middlebury faculty, staff and one student was also established to inform the college’s 
new Strategic Plan, said Collier, 
who is part of both committees. 
Twelve working groups established 
in 2025 for the new plan conducted 

research, interviews and developed priorities, said AJ Vasiliou, who was co-chair of the Strategic Planning Steering Committee. The groups made recommendations for the plan, which was unanimously approved by the board in May. The AI group encountered a broad range of concerns, questions and ideas 
about AI in community outreach, 
Collier said, and she’s been excited 
to see faculty start exploring the 
technology in many ways, in line 

“I really worry about AI output being able to deliver on any of those things in a reliable way.”
— Isabelle Langrock

By SOPHIA KESHMIRIADDISON COUNTY — Town 
officials in Panton are hoping 
to explore the possibility of 
regionalizing emergency services 
with Vergennes, Waltham, 
Ferrisburgh and Addison, with 
the aim of examining economies 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town of 
Middlebury is dipping its toe into 
a new state program designed to 
help Vermont communities unlock 
housing opportunities by investing 
in critical public infrastructure.It’s called the Community and 

Housing Infrastructure Program 
(CHIP), a statewide tax increment 
financing tool created in 2025 and 

launched this past January. The 
Middlebury selectboard will soon 
review two already-approved local 
housing projects seeking CHIP 
consideration: Phase two of the new 
Stonecrop Meadows neighborhood 
that will host more than 200 units 
off Seminary Street Extension; and 
the so-called Middle Housing, a 
four-story building slated to host 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Three years 
ago, Lynn Dike’s world came 
crashing down.Lloyd, her husband of 31 years, 

had died suddenly only two days 
after Christmas Day, 2023.She took emotional refuge 

among family in Florida, joined a 
grief support group, and hunkered 
down — hoping to heal and learn to 
walk life’s path again in a different 
way.

“It changed my whole perspective 
on everything,” she recalled during 
a Monday interview.With the help of friends, 

relatives and what she described as 
a deep faith in God, Dike returned 
to her Bristol home in 2024 and 
gradually immersed herself in 
a familiar routine that included 
politics. The Bristol Republican 

By JOHN FLOWERSADDISON COUNTY — 
Leicester Democrat Hannah 
Sessions has come out of the 2026 
campaign fundraising starting 
blocks in blistering fashion, 
reporting a whopping $53,211 in 
contributions harvested thus far in 
her first bid for the state Senate, 
according to documents recently 
filed with the Vermont Secretary 
of State’s elections division.Major party candidates seeking 

federal, state and county offices on 
Nov. 3 were supposed to file their 
first batch of campaign finance 
disclosure forms with the state if 
they had spent or raised more than 
$500 since their last election for 
that office.Sessions is involved in a five-

way race for two seats in the 
state Senate representing Addison 
County, Huntington, Rochester 
and Buel’s Gore.

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
will update its process for 
confirming students’ eligibility for 
trips with the Mt. Abe Travel Club 
after a recent incident in which 
three students were informed they 
were unable to participate in a trip 
abroad just days before takeoff.  The Mt. Abe Travel Club trip to 

Italy and France took place from 

June 16-25. According to MAUSD 
Superintendent Patrick Reen, 
Mount Abraham Union High 
School administration learned 
on June 11 that some students 
planning to take part in the trip 
were ineligible to do so. They were 
informed then that they couldn’t 
take the trip. The situation has been upsetting 

for impacted families and students 

THE NEARLY 90-YEAR-OLD Hubbard Cabin rolls in front of Starr Lodge at the Middlebury Snowbowl 

in Hancock on Monday during the move to its new home. The old building will be restored for its 

historic value and to serve as a clubhouse for the Middlebury College alpine ski teams.

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as many 
Field Days competitions as we can get our hands on. Event 
superintendents should take their results to the Field Days office 
immediately after the events. Field Days staff will make copies and 
the Independent will publish the information as quickly as possible.

Thank you!
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

 YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

New Fall
Styles Arriving SoonSELF-SERVESELF-SERVE

Dog WashDog Wash
OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

30% 30% OFFOFF
All Glazed Patio All Glazed Patio PotteryPottery

& Birdbaths& Birdbaths
While supplies last.While supplies last.  

Addison County’s best selection of Addison County’s best selection of 
Jackets, Shirts, Pants, Coats, BibsJackets, Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs
& more for Men, Women & Kids& more for Men, Women & Kids

MUMSMUMS
are coming!are coming!

32oz32oz
$29.99$29.99

reg $39.99reg $39.99

 Sale ends 8/31/26 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last. In-stock merchandise only Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer. Sale ends 8/31/26 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last. In-stock merchandise only Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.

Cutter Backyard Bug Cutter Backyard Bug 
Control FoggerControl Fogger

$6.99$6.99
reg  $9.99reg  $9.99

Select Nursery StockSelect Nursery Stock

20-50% 20-50% OFFOFF
While supplies last. Excludes houseplantsWhile supplies last. Excludes houseplants

 Sale ends 8/16/26 Sale ends 8/16/26

Super Sale Super Sale 
  

Check out Check out 
our selection our selection 
of outdoor of outdoor 
games and games and 
water toyswater toys

Absorbine Gold Absorbine Gold 
Ultrashield Ultrashield 

gallon gallon 

$79.99$79.99
reg $99.99reg $99.99

30% OFF30% OFF**
Select Select CARHARTTSCARHARTTS  

for for Kids, InfantsKids, Infants
& Toddlers& Toddlers

SUET BIRDWATCHERS SUET BIRDWATCHERS 
VARIETY 12PKVARIETY 12PK 

$19.99$19.99
 reg reg $29.99$29.99

Wellness 5.5oz and Wellness Wellness 5.5oz and Wellness 
Signature 3oz Cat Food CansSignature 3oz Cat Food Cans

Buy 1 get 2nd Buy 1 get 2nd 
50% off50% off

mix and match mix and match – discounted 
can must be equivalent size.

DEWITT DEWITT 
STANDARD STANDARD 

WEED BARRIERWEED BARRIER

$12.99$12.99  
reg $19.99reg $19.99

Cutter Backyard Cutter Backyard 
Bug Control Bug Control 

Spray Spray 

$9.99 $9.99 
reg $16.99reg $16.99

Your

                   30% OFF30% OFF**

In-stock items only. In-stock items only. 
While supplies last. While supplies last. 

Select Carhartt for the whole familySelect Carhartt for the whole family
 Sale ends 8/16/26 Sale ends 8/16/26**

Deer ScramDeer Scram

$99.99 $99.99 
reg $129.99reg $129.99
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2026 Admission

PRESIDENT: Cindy Kayhart, 802-343-3862
VICE PRESIDENT: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
SECRETARY: Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279
BUSINESS MANAGER: Katie Shimel, 802-545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER: Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 802-353-1516

MEMBERS AT LARGE: William Roleau, 802-453-3713
Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821; Kenneth Button, 802-922-3455
Megan Sutton, 802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054
Paul Quesnel, 802-989-0187; Benj Deppman, 802-734-1381
Chris Acker, 802-343-0177; Bruce Putnam, 802-349-6107

Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission, 
re-admission, grandstands, and all Field Days shows and 
exhibits. Ticket office opens at 7:30 a.m. 

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)
Tuesday–Friday Admission ....................................... $15
Saturday Admission.................................................... $20
SEASON PASS ......................................................... $60
SENIOR DISCOUNT ............................ Free on Tuesday 
with Green Mountain Passport .(Green Mtn Passports can 
be purchased at your local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily Admission ........................................................... $5
SEASON PASS ......................................................... $20

CHILDREN (5 years and under)
FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET – Good for ALL day $25
The Dreamland Amusements midway is open every day of 
Field Days from noon to midnight.
Buy a $25 bracelet and it is good for rides all day. 
Otherwise there is a price for each individual ride.
Go to www.dreamlandamusements.com for pre-fair-special 
deals.

88 Seymour St., Middlebury
802-388-7000 • 800-639-7051

middlebury@bbinc.us

ATTENTION FARMERS:
We work for your farm business

Your On-Demand Help!
• We deliver animal feeds
• We plant seeds
• We fertilize crops - by land or air
• We apply crop protection aids
• We draft farm plans
• We map farm sites and fields

Quality - Service - Value
“We Care” for your land and animals

Compassionate primary and Compassionate primary and 
urgent care — urgent care — 

Because your pet is family.
Free first exam for new clients!

167 Monkton Rd  •  Bristol, VT 05443
802-521-2664
www.bristolvtvet.com • hello@bristolvtvet.com

Mon: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tue-Wed: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM  
 Fri: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Hours:

2026-2027  
Board of Directors
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2026 Dedication

Anthony “Tony” Neri
This year the Addison County Fair and Field Days Board of Directors 

is dedicating this book to longtime concessionaire Anthony “Tony” 
Neri. Tony passed away February 24, 2026, and will be greatly missed 
at Field Days. 

Tony began his Field Days career in 1972 with Tony’s Pizza and 
Mamma’s Meatballs, running the arcade, and serving up his legendary 
Hot Italian Sausage. These three concessions have become a family 
affair and are surely to be carried on by the successive generations. We 
learned that after a successful season, their family would relax from all 
the hard work with Disney and fishing on Marco Island. Who wouldn’t love Field Days with that reward to 
look forward to! 

Tony instilled such love for Field Days in his family that his son, Anthony, has taken on providing the 
meals in the Dining Hall and is our go-to PA system guy during the fair. 

We can always build our exhibitor placement around Tony’s permanent buildings, spacing out those 
with similar foods around where we know we will have Tony’s pizza and sausage every year. 

The arcade is still a hit with teenagers, and many parents have found theirs in this special space, safely 
whiling away the hours. Knowing it is such a popular spot, the arcade is always one of the first places we 
look when a child comes up “missing.” And speaking of popularity, we know there are fairgoers who have 
not had their fill of fair food without one of Tony’s sausages and there are directors that consider Field 
Days incomplete without one. 

We appreciate the longevity of these family-run concessions started and operated by Tony Neri and will 
greatly miss seeing Tony and his familiar red truck on a daily basis throughout the fair.

260 Court Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 

(802)388-3559 

OPEN:    M-F 10-5 
Saturday 9:30-4 

Offering:
Sewing, Embroidery & Longarm 

Machine Sales

Vacuum Sales

In-House Machine Repair &
Maintenance

Scissor Sharpening

Classes & Workshops

Fabric & Notions

Friendly & Inspiring
Creative Community

www.middleburysewnvac.com

We are locally owned,
community loved! 
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2026 Daily Activities

Daily Maple Products Demo (Maple Sugarhouse)

9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Maple Sugar House Open

10 a.m.–10 p.m.
4-H & Youth Building Open

Antique Equipment Building Open
Children’s Barnyard Open

Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations (Forestry Building)
Home & Garden Building Open with continuous craft demos

Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open

10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos (Twist O’Wool Guild tent)

NEW Chain Saw Artist Demonstrations

11 a.m.–8 p.m.
NEW Free Mini Golf

12 noon–12 midnight
Midway Open (approximately)

1 p.m.–4 p.m.
Milking Parlor Demonstrations

Please Note: Most Exhibits will be removed by 10 p.m. Saturday night.

How to get to Field Days

To Rutland

To Fair Haven

By BEE ECKELS
NEW HAVEN — It’s mini golf 

on the go! Don’t forget to stop by 
the portable mini golf course, lo-
cated in between the large concert 
tent and the midway at the Addi-
son County Fair and Field Days 
— if you don’t make it then you 
might be missing a tee-rific time. 

The Portable Mini Golf Com-
pany (PMGC) first came to Field 
Days in 2025, and it’s returning 
this year and it is bringing its A-
game.

“We are based in Essex, so we 
have done the Chittenden County 
Fair before,” a PMGC employee 
said. “But this is our first time 
here.”

With a total of 18 holes — all 
hand-made by PMGC owner and 
founder Peter Miller — available 

for fair-goers to use for free, there 
is a high chance you will have 
large amounts of fun, even when 
playing on a miniature level. 
These holes include unique and 
challenging obstacles. Last year 
PMGC set up holes with towers, 
windmills, picnic tables, ramps 
and zig-zagging turf patterns. 
Miller has produce more than 75 
different mini golf holes. 

While Field Days is only host-
ing 18 holes, private events that 
book PMGC can rent anywhere 
from nine to 36 holes. 

Who would think you would 
go to the fairgrounds to play golf? 
This year plan to play a round of 
mini golf with your family and 
friends on your way to check out 
the rides or the demo derby. Put-
ter late than never!

A GROUP OF camp kids play a quick round of mini golf at the 
Addison County Fairgrounds in 2025. The golf course, provided 
by the Portable Mini Golf Company of Essex, returns to Field Days 
this year. 

Independent file photo/Bee Eckels

Play mini golf at the fair
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call Sean at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.Call Sean at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 50+ locations for your copy of 
Addison County’s award-winning community newspaper!
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Dreamscapes

Two artists use different mediums 

to portray the world with a hint of 

nostalgia. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast times

Bristol’s annual Outhouse Races 

drew some good times and great 

smiles. See who won on Page 1B. 

Enforcers

ICE agents came to Middlebury 

& left with three people thought 

to be immigrants. See Page 2A.

Happy 250!
The annual Independence Day 

parade in Bristol had a special 

meaning this year — America’s 

semiquincentennial — and people 

came out in droves to enjoy the 

spectacle. See more parade photos 

on Page 9A. 
Independent photos/Steve James

College initiatives seeking to harness AI

Sessions tops field 

in campaign funds

Mini-grants put chatbots in classroom

Senate hopeful off to a $53K start

Historic 
cabin at 
Snowbowl 

is saved

Middlebury CHIPs in 

for housing starts

Eligibility rules bar some 

students from Mt. Abe trip

Dike aims 
for Add-4 
House seat

Regional EMS 

district interests 

Vergennes area

(See Regional services, Page 14A)

(See Harnessing AI, Page 15A)

(See Cabin, Page 16A) (See Dike, Page 13A)

(See Frustration, Page 11A)

(See Middlebury, Page 13A)

(See Campaign funds, Page 11A)

By ELOISE CHRISTY

HANCOCK — On Monday 

the historic Hubbard Cabin 

at the Middlebury College 

Snowbowl made a short trip 

with a long-term purpose. The 

old log structure was moved to 

a new home between the Starr 

Lodge and the snowmaking 

pond, where it will undergo 

restoration before beginning a 

new chapter as home base for 

the Middlebury College alpine 

ski team.
For Snowbowl General 

Manager Kim Essensa, 

relocating the cabin was 

essential to the survival of the 

old lodge and the preservation 

of its history. 

“When they put it there, it was 

a place that wasn’t conducive for 

its survival,” Essensa said. “It 

deteriorated pretty fast. The roof 

was bowing. We had some huge 

gaping holes, gaps in the logs, and 

we had quite a few animals living 

in it.”
For the Snowbowl community, 

watching the cabin deteriorate was 

difficult to stomach for people so 

connected to the place. Rather 

than let it rot, officials decided it 

should be preserved as a space for 

On Tuesday, July 14, at 7 

p.m. local historian Barry 

“Duke” Whitney will deliver 

a presentation on “East 

Middlebury Soldiers in the Civil 

War,” which will also touch on 

the community’s only combat 

Spanish American war veteran, 

John Kirk Piper. With the 

firing on Fort Sumter in 1861 

and President Lincoln’s call for 

troops, East Middlebury’s own 

answered the call and fought 

in many battles, including 

Antietam, Fredericksburg and 

Gettysburg. Whitney’s talk will 

touch on East Middlebury Civil 

War veterans bearing such last 

names as Piper, Billings, Perkins, 

Grant, Smith, Lee, Abbott, 

Cobb, Peck, Bidwell, Needham 

and many more. Whitney will use 

some period items to punctuate 

3rd in a series

By JING WILLIAMS

MIDDLEBURY — In the 

Middlebury College class 

“Sociology of Artificial 

Intelligence” this spring, Assistant 

Professor Isabelle Langrock 

challenged students to design their 

own AI chatbots. One group wanted 

to counter ChatGPT’s constantly 

enthusiastic disposition, so they 

trained their bot using the “Mean 

Girls” movie script. 

As a result, the bot they created 

was, basically, a bully. 

“I think it was a really fun 

assignment, and students got to be 

very creative with it,” Langrock 

said.
The rise of generative artificial 

intelligence in higher education 

offers an opportunity for 

Middlebury College to reflect on 

its core liberal arts values and how 

to maintain them in the future, said 

Amy Collier, Associate Provost for 

Digital Learning.  

Since the first ChatGPT model 

was released to the public in 2022, 

higher education institutions have 

pursued different paths to address 

AI. At Middlebury, the response has 

been multi-pronged. The Digital 

Learning and Inquiry Committee, 

known as DLINQ, and 

college have provided 

avenues for faculty 

research, one-on-one 

conversations about AI, 

various workshops, open 

community meetings, 

and classes on the topic. 

While DLINQ has 

been spearheading many 

initiatives, an AI working 

group composed of 

Middlebury faculty, staff 

and one student was also 

established to inform the college’s 

new Strategic Plan, said Collier, 

who is part of both committees. 

Twelve working groups established 

in 2025 for the new plan conducted 

research, interviews and 

developed priorities, said 

AJ Vasiliou, who was 

co-chair of the Strategic 

Planning Steering 

Committee. The groups 

made recommendations 

for the plan, which was 

unanimously approved 

by the board in May. 

The AI group 

encountered a broad 

range of concerns, 

questions and ideas 

about AI in community outreach, 

Collier said, and she’s been excited 

to see faculty start exploring the 

technology in many ways, in line 

“I really 

worry about 

AI output 

being able 

to deliver 

on any of 

those things 

in a reliable 

way.”
— Isabelle 

Langrock

By SOPHIA KESHMIRI

ADDISON COUNTY — Town 

officials in Panton are hoping 

to explore the possibility of 

regionalizing emergency services 

with Vergennes, Waltham, 

Ferrisburgh and Addison, with 

the aim of examining economies 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The town of 

Middlebury is dipping its toe into 

a new state program designed to 

help Vermont communities unlock 

housing opportunities by investing 

in critical public infrastructure.

It’s called the Community and 

Housing Infrastructure Program 

(CHIP), a statewide tax increment 

financing tool created in 2025 and 

launched this past January. The 

Middlebury selectboard will soon 

review two already-approved local 

housing projects seeking CHIP 

consideration: Phase two of the new 

Stonecrop Meadows neighborhood 

that will host more than 200 units 

off Seminary Street Extension; and 

the so-called Middle Housing, a 

four-story building slated to host 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Three years 

ago, Lynn Dike’s world came 

crashing down.

Lloyd, her husband of 31 years, 

had died suddenly only two days 

after Christmas Day, 2023.

She took emotional refuge 

among family in Florida, joined a 

grief support group, and hunkered 

down — hoping to heal and learn to 

walk life’s path again in a different 

way.
“It changed my whole perspective 

on everything,” she recalled during 

a Monday interview.

With the help of friends, 

relatives and what she described as 

a deep faith in God, Dike returned 

to her Bristol home in 2024 and 

gradually immersed herself in 

a familiar routine that included 

politics. The Bristol Republican 

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Leicester Democrat Hannah 

Sessions has come out of the 2026 

campaign fundraising starting 

blocks in blistering fashion, 

reporting a whopping $53,211 in 

contributions harvested thus far in 

her first bid for the state Senate, 

according to documents recently 

filed with the Vermont Secretary 

of State’s elections division.

Major party candidates seeking 

federal, state and county offices on 

Nov. 3 were supposed to file their 

first batch of campaign finance 

disclosure forms with the state if 

they had spent or raised more than 

$500 since their last election for 

that office.
Sessions is involved in a five-

way race for two seats in the 

state Senate representing Addison 

County, Huntington, Rochester 

and Buel’s Gore.

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 

will update its process for 

confirming students’ eligibility for 

trips with the Mt. Abe Travel Club 

after a recent incident in which 

three students were informed they 

were unable to participate in a trip 

abroad just days before takeoff.  

The Mt. Abe Travel Club trip to 

Italy and France took place from 

June 16-25. According to MAUSD 

Superintendent Patrick Reen, 

Mount Abraham Union High 

School administration learned 

on June 11 that some students 

planning to take part in the trip 

were ineligible to do so. They were 

informed then that they couldn’t 

take the trip. 

The situation has been upsetting 

for impacted families and students 

THE NEARLY 90-YEAR-OLD Hubbard Cabin rolls in front of Starr Lodge at the Middlebury Snowbowl 

in Hancock on Monday during the move to its new home. The old building will be restored for its 

historic value and to serve as a clubhouse for the Middlebury College alpine ski teams.
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Community
A road race in Vergennes was 
more about helping others than 
about competition. Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Smash!
Tiger boys’ tennis breezed through 
the first round of playoffs, but 
look what’s ahead. See Page 1B.

Summertime!This season in Addison County 
has so much to offer. Read our 72-
page guide to what’s happening.

Summer Guide
20262026 
2026 

Summer 
Summer Guide

Guide
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Richards takesswings at ScottPledges data-driven results if elected

Quaker pirate brings graffiti to Ferrisburgh

Local school meals ambassador set to retire

Carry onNewsroom medical crisis accents 
need for CPR know-how

Career Center builds programs in nursing and in video gaming

County to elect 4 new reps, new state’s atty

Alexander has had a lot on her plate

(See Lindholm, Page 16A)

(See Programs, Page 14A)

(See Alexander, Page 11A)

(See Elections, Page 14A)

(See Richards, Page 10A)

(See Graffiti, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — “Carry on.”
Two short-but-profound words 

we will always associate with 
our friend and colleague Karl 
Lindholm. Those words gained 
even greater symbolism last 
Tuesday, May 26, after Karl — our 
award-winning sports columnist 
and the Emeritus Dean of Advising 
and Assistant Professor of 
American Studies at Middlebury 
College — made our collective 
hearts skip a beat due to a health scare.

Karl is someone you might call a 

“loquacious raconteur.”

In other words, Karl likes to 
chat.

And at the age of 81, Karl has 
banked considerable knowledge 
and life experiences that make 
his stories well worth a listen. On 
one day, it might be about a trip to 
Maine to see a dear high school 
buddy; on another day, it might 
be an insightful account of how 
Middlebury College dumped its 
fraternity system. A lover of baseball and student 

of the Negro leagues, Karl might randomly 

offer a mesmerizing recap of the no-hitter 

KARL LINDHOLM

Editor’s note: This is the second 
in a two-part series previewing 
new and expanded programming 
at the Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center.
By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
(PHCC) is toggling its fall 
offerings to reflect a new, out-
of-this-world program, while an 
existing — and decidedly more 
grounded course — is drawing 
twice as many students as were 

CHRIS MENDENHALL, EXPLAINING how animation software works, will lead a new 

program at the Patricia Hannaford Career Center that will teach students how to make 

video games.

Independent photo/Steve James

By JOHN FLOWERSADDISON COUNTY — 
Addison County voters on Nov. 3 
will at the very least pick four new 
Vermont House members and a 
new state’s attorney.The first salvo of election 

fireworks will begin on primary 
day, Aug. 11, when county 
residents will be asked to winnow 
down a three-person Republican 
field for two available state Senate 
slots on the general election ballot, 

and Vergennes-area voters will 
do the same for a three-person 
Democratic contingent seeking to 
advance and compete for the two 
seats representing the Addsison-3 
House district.Addison County’s mid-term 

election picture became clearer on 
Thursday, May 28 — the deadline 
by which major party candidates 
had to file the necessary pre-
primary paperwork to get on the 

By MARIN HOWELL ADDISON COUNTY — Kathy 
Alexander has spent more than 
two decades working in local 
schools, but you won’t find her 
in a classroom or grading papers. 

Rather, her service to students has 
unfolded in school cafeterias — a 
place she believes is at the heart of 
a child’s education. “I feel like we can do such a good 

job at setting children, students, up 

KATHY ALEXANDER, CENTER, talks with Robinson School kitchen staff Amy Johnson, left, and Doreen Bortz before students arrive for 

lunch on Tuesday. Alexander has spent 26 years working in local schools, overseeing and sometimes cooking meals for children across 

almost half of Addison County.

Independent photo/Steve James
for success if we provide this very 
basic need (food) and we design 
education around that,” Alexander 
said during a recent interview. 

Alexander has dished out meals 
for students at Ferrisburgh Central 
School and more recently served 
as director of the food service 

cooperative for the Bristol-
area Mount Abraham Unified 
and Vergennes-area Addison 
Northwest school districts. As 
such, she has touched the lives of 
almost all of the youngsters in the 
northern half of Addison County

By SOPHIA KESHMIRIFERRISBURGH — In a town 
with limited real estate for graffiti, 
tucked in a corner of Ferrisburgh 
all summer is an explosion of 
street art. Among the Rokeby Museum’s 

current exhibits is “Help Each 
Other,” a collection of Todd Drake’s relief prints that he started plastering around New York City amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and which he continued to spread around the Big Apple for the past six years. “Todd has a contemporary view. He is a Quaker, so we have a lot of common ground in that way, and he’s 

also an activist, and that was one 
of the things that we added to the 
core values of the organization a 
few years ago was art, abolition, 
agriculture, and activism,” said 
Faith Revell, executive director of 
the museum. It was that activism that prompted the organization to bring Drake to Ferrisburgh.  “We thought that this in a modern show might broaden our audience, and then also get people out there doing things in support of social justice and the like.” On May 16, Drake’s prints, a graffiti wall and 

ARTIST TODD DRAKE, whose street name is “Quaker Pirate,” paints graffiti on a chair at the Rokeby 

Museum in Ferrisburgh. The one-time home of a Quaker abolitionist family, the Rokeby is hosting a 

summer show of Drake’s challenging artwork.

Independent photo/Sophia Keshmiri

The Department of Children 
and Families has significant 
placement needs for children 
in foster care here in Addison 
County. The state agency is 
looking for help to recruit new 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Aly Richards 
spent a decade successfully 
lobbying for the expansion and 
fortification of Vermont’s childcare 
industry as CEO of Let’s Grow 
Kids, a statewide nonprofit.Now she wants to grow more 

jobs, housing, and more sustainable 
healthcare and public education 
systems in Vermont as its chief 
executive.Richards, a Montpelier 

Democrat, is in a race for governor 
that will first pit her against 
Burlington’s Amanda Janoo in 
an Aug. 11 Democratic primary, 
with the victor advancing to 

a Nov. 3 showdown against 
longtime incumbent Republican 
Gov. Phil Scott, who’s seeking an 
unprecedented sixth, two-year term 
in office.

Richards, during a far-ranging 
interview at the Independent on 
Tuesday, suggested Vermont voters 
ask themselves a fundamental 
question as they go to the ballot box 
this fall: “‘Has your life gotten any 
better in the last 10 years?’ If not, 
it’s time for a new approach. I don’t 
see what’s so magical about two 
more years (of Phil Scott), where 
we’ll have the same dynamic.”And Richards believes she’s 
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Swing by

Ana Guigui is back and playing 

at The Brandon Inn every 

weekend. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Armed
Some fairgoers were armed and 

dangerous in the wrestling 

competition. See Page 1B.

Meet Mr. M.

A well-like MUHS English 

teacher started life speaking 

Hungarian. See Page 8A.

Brothers among the 

drivers who faced off 

in the Demo Derby

Homelessness 

crisis deepens

Local towns look for ways to battle extreme heat

CSAC’s Rachel Lee gets 

ready for new challenge

HOPE: The last bastion 

of aid is feeling strain

Porter feels 
the impact 
of layoffs in 

the network
County’s hospital lost 

at least four positions

Ladies to hit 

open road for 

opera house

Report details state, county trends

Led mental health agency through COVID

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — It’s typical for 

the Champlain Valley to experience some hot 

spells throughout summer. However, those 

warmer days are becoming increasingly hotter 

and more frequent as a result of climate change. 

As with other hazardous weather events, 

local municipalities are exploring ways 

to contend with extreme heat and support 

residents during hotter stretches. Town 

officials pointed to some obstacles they face 

in those efforts, particularly when it comes to 

staffing potential cooling stations.  

“If we want to activate a cooling 

center…we almost immediately 

run into some stumbling blocks 

around staffing and resourcing those cooling 

centers,” said Michael Leyden, the emergency 

management director for Bristol. “You can’t 

just unlock an empty building, there needs to 

be some degree of support in place. That’s a 

planning process we’re working through at 

the jurisdiction level here in Bristol.” 

Vermont summers aren’t the only season 

experiencing rising temperatures. 

A 2021 University of Vermont 

study found that the state’s 

average annual temperature has warmed 

by almost 2 degrees Fahrenheit since 1900. 

Winters in Vermont are warming particularly 

quickly. 
Warmer temperatures and heat waves are 

likely to become more frequent in the future. 

According to the Vermont Climate Action 

Plan adopted in June, northwestern Vermont is 

expected to see temperatures over 86 degrees 

F increase by at least 27 days under a lower 

emissions scenario. 

Extreme temperatures of 90 degrees F or 

higher are “projected to double in frequency 

by 2050 through either the lower emission or 

high emissions scenario,” according to the 

climate action plan. 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Rachel Lee 

back in 2019 said that being picked 

to lead the Counseling Service of 

Addison County (CSAC) felt like 

winning the lottery — without 

even buying a ticket.

Six years later, Lee is preparing 

to exit CSAC for a new job making 

others feel like they’ve won the 

lottery. After her departure as 

executive director, which remains 

somewhat of a moving target, 

Lee will build and administer a 

new foundation that will offer 

grants to entities seeking to make 

a difference in the fields of health 

care, children & families, the 

environment and education.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — With 

inflation high, affordable housing 

hard to find and food prices soaring, 

Addison County’s human services 

safety net opens wide to help low-

income citizens find sustenance 

and stability.

But what do Addison County’s 

most vulnerable folks do when that 

safety net begins to unravel under 

(See Homeless, Page 10A)

(See HOPE, Page 10A)

(See Counseling Service, Page 12A)

(See Heatwave, Page 8A)

(See Demo, Page 15A)

(See Rally, Page 18A)

(See Porter, Page 12A)

By BEE ECKELS

NEW HAVEN — The G. 

Stone Motors Demolition Derby 

was gearing up for its third and 

final night of fierce competition 

this past Thursday night at the 

Addison County Fair and Field 

Days. Activity at the tractor pad 

would feature heats of Bone 

Stocks, Mini Vans and Modified 

Compacts.
Many of the drivers looked to 

make their mark in the Modified 

Class final with dreams of 

walking away with big bucks to 

put towards next year’s car. 

The prize — $4,000.

Brothers Brandon and Dustin 

Tierney of Addison were two 

such racers hoping to get their 

hands on that prize money at the 

end of the night, even if it meant 

going head-to-head against each 

other. 
Brandon was competing in his 

ninth season and has been racing 

since he was 16 years old.

And it’s not all about crashing 

cars for Brandon. He recently 

took third at the dirt track at 

Devil’s Bowl and also at the 

Fourth of July race in Rutland.

Brandon won the Demo 

Derby’s Modified Class last year, 

a feat he hoped to repeat in 2025. 

His Demo Derby car “Tinker” 

— a nickname he got from his 

grandfather — is a six-cylinder 

modified compact. Working 17 

to 18 hours a day for the past two 

to three months, Brandon had 

built his car to the “end of the 

rules” and said there’s “not a nut 

or bolt on the car that I haven’t 

touched.” 

By JOHN 

FLOWERS
VERGENNES / 

MIDDLEBURY — 

Vermont’s homeless 

population was 

conservatively placed 

at 4,588 in June, a 

number that could 

get larger during 

the coming years 

unless the federal 

government reverses 

looming cuts to its Section 8 

Housing program and unless the 

Green Mountain State creates 

more shelter beds 

and affordable 

housing.
That’s the main 

takeaway from the 

recently released 

2025 State of 

H o m e l e s s n e s s 

in 
Vermont 

Report (tinyurl.

com/35ax98bf ) 

jointly compiled 

by the Housing 

& Homelessness Alliance 

of Vermont, the Chittenden 

“There are more 

Vermonters 

experiencing 

homelessness 

than ever before, 

and that’s the 

biggest takeaway 

the general public 

needs to hear.”

— Heidi Lacey

RACHEL LEE

AN HOUR BEFORE he was set to compete against his brother in this past Thursday’s Demolition 

Derby at Field Days, Dustin Tierney looks relaxed and ready to go in his car “Wild Child” in the Modified 

Compact heat. 

Independent photo/Bee Eckels 

By BEE ECKELS

VERGENNES — For 25 years, 

the Ladies’ Rally has been the 

single largest fundraiser for the 

historic Vergennes Opera House. 

Funds from this year’s rally, 

coming up on Sept. 7, will go 

toward VOH’s All Access Project 

which includes construction of an 

elevator tower, interior lift and 

accessible courtyard plaza. 

The first rally, taking place 

in 1998, was put on by a group 

of women from the greater-

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Porter 

Medical Center in Middlebury will 

see four jobs cut as the result of 

77 layoffs announced last week by 

the University of Vermont Health 

Network (UVMHN).

That news was confirmed by 

Annie Mackin, UVMHN’s chief 

media relations officer.

Along with layoffs, the health 

network aims to reduce spending 

through deferring capital projects. 

This includes postponing 

improvements to the emergency 

room at Porter Medical Center and 

the UVMMC garage, which had 

originally been planned for next 

year, as reported by ABC 22/Fox 

44 and Vermont Public.

In addition to those 77 

layoffs, UVMHN pulled 69 

vacant positions, meaning the 

organization’s latest cost cutting 

effort affected a total of 146 jobs 

throughout the network. Porter 

Medical Center is one of several 

UVMHN affiliates in Northern 

Vermont and Northwestern New 

York. The plans set forth last week 

represent approximately $185 

million in expense reductions 

Do you own a business or a 

multi-unit residence in Addison 

County? Are you interested in 

installing a Level 1 or Level 2 

Electric Vehicle charger at that 

business or dwelling? If you 

answer “yes,” then the Addison 

Riding high
JOSH LEATHERWOOD OF Salisbury, left, comes out of the crowd at Sunday’s Foodaroo in 

Middlebury to help “Agent Butterfly” of the comedy juggling duo Her Majesty’s Secret Circus get 

her partner, “Agent Honeymoon,” up on a 7-foot unicycle. Laughter and oooh’s of amazement 

followed. See more Foodaroo photos on Page 11A. 
Independent photo/Steve James

Part 2 of 2

ADDISON:
• West Addison General Store

BRANDON: 
• Brandon Discount  Beverage
• Champlain Farms
• Hannaford
• Green Mountain Market
• Junction Store &     Deli
• Morningside Bakery
• Union Street Grocery
• Walgreen’s

BRIDPORT:
• Broughton’s Big Country Hardware
• Pratt’s Store

BRISTOL:
• Bristol Country Store
• Bristol Discount Beverage
• Champlain Farms
• Maplefields
• Shaw’s
• Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
• Goodro Lumber
• Green Mountain Market
• Maplefields

FERRISBURGH:
• Green Mountain Market

LEICESTER:
• Leicester General Store

LINCOLN:
• Lincoln General Store

MIDDLEBURY:
• Addison IndependentOffice
• Champlain Farms
• Costello’s Market
• Greg’s Market
• Hannaford
• Hare and the Dog
• Kinney Drugs
• Maplefields
• Middlebury Discount Beverage
• Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op

• Otter Creek Bakery
• Rosie’s
• Shaw’s
• Stewart’s Shop
• Stone Mill Public Market
• Vermont Book Shop
• Vermont’s Own
• Village Depot
• Walgreen’s

NEW HAVEN: 
• Village Green Market
• Rivers Bend Campground 

(seasonal)

N. FERRISBURGH:
• Stewart’s Shop
• Russell Memorial Library

ORWELL:
• Orwell Free Library

RIPTON:
• Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
• Kampersville Store (seasonal)

SHOREHAM:
• Shoreham Service Center

STARKSBORO:
• Jerusalem 4-Corners Store

VERGENNES:
• BJ’s Farm Supply
• Champlain Farms
• Hare and the Dog
• Kinney Drugs
• Shaw’s
• Maplefields Vergennes

WHITING
• Whiting General Store

ALSO AVAILABLE AT:
• Eastview at Middlebury
• Porter Hospital/Rehab

Tuesday, August 4
Morning

8:30	�������������Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior Horse 
Show (horse area)

9:00	�������������4-H Dairy Conformation Classes (animal show 
arena)

10:30	�����������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 
area)

10:30	�����������Blocking & Fitting Clinic - Sheep Tent
10:30	�����������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show
10:30	�����������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
11:00	�����������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Afternoon

Noon	������������Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
Noon	������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon	������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
1:00	�������������Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride 

bracelets
1-5	���������������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
1:30	�������������Antique Equipment Demo (antique equipment 

area)

1:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
2:00	�������������Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep 

tent)
3:00	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
3:00	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:00	�������������Sheep Blocking and Fitting Contest (sheep area)
3:00	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
3:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30	�������������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
4:00	�������������Slate Valley Raceway RC Dirt race cars 

(Butterfield Arena)
4:30	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
5:00	�������������Gymkhana (horse area)
5:15	�������������Vermont Products Dinner-1st Seating (dining 

hall)
5:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
5:45	�������������Power Wheel Derby (tractor pad)
6:00	�������������Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Seating (dining 

hall)
6:00	�������������Field Days Opening Celebration. Theme: 

“Country Nights, Carnival Lights”
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Are you an HVAC/Plumbing professional? 
Here’s a great opportunity to join an amazing team!

 

If you aren’t licensed but mechanically inclined, 
we’d like to hear from you as well!

 
J.W. & D.E. Ryan is a well-established plumbing, heating, and AC contractor located in Vergennes, 
VT. Family-owned and operated for over 130 years, we are an industry leader, with a focus on 
design, installation, maintenance, and service. We take pride in providing on-the-job training and 
embracing new technology to better serve our extensive customer base and collaborate effectively 

with local contractors.

We currently have an opening for a licensed service technician with experience installing, 
maintaining, troubleshooting, and repairing plumbing, heating, and air conditioning systems.

We offer competitive pay based on experience 
and a robust benefits package, including:

 
• Health Insurance
• 401k with company match
• Paid time off
• Paid holidays
• Company Vehicle
• Training/Education/Licensing

• Short and Long Term Disability
• Life Insurance
• Dental Insurance
• Vision Insurance
• Boot Allowance
• Gym Membership Contribution

Interested candidates may call 802-877-3118, 
email tanya@jwderyan.com, or stop in and see us!

J.W. & D.E. Ryan Plumbing & Heating
155 Main Street  •  Vergennes  •  (802) 877-3118  •  www.jwderyan.com
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27

26

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion
2. Public Safety Building
3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth
4. 4-H Exhibit Building
5. Youth Food Booth
6. Field Days Main Office
7. Milking Parlor  
	 & Dairy Bar
8. Dairy Palace Arena
9. Bandstand
10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent
11. Pavilion
12. Show Tent
13. Handmowing Area
14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth
16. 4-H Dairy Barn
17. Open Dairy Show Barn
18. Beef Cattle Tent
19. Antique Equipment Buildings
20. Show Area
21. Frances Monroe Home  
	 & Garden Center
22. Sara McCarty Children’s 
	 Barnyard
23. Sheep Tents
24. Pony Rides & Free Youth  
	 Activities
25. Infant Comfort Station
26. Addison County Toy Barn
27. Poultry Tent

Field Days Grounds Map
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

Continued from page 10

Tickets available now at: 
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt’s Store in 

Bridport, the Field Days office  
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. 

Beginning August 2nd, 
tickets will only be available 

at the Field Days office. 
                   Call 545-2557                          

at Addison County
Fair & Field Days Dining Hall 

Tuesday, August 4th

Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $15

Children 10 & under: $8

Bracelet Rides – ALL DAY for $25

Tickets 

Sell Out! Maple Candy

Deb’s Baked Beans

Pratt’s Store

Champlain Valley Farm

Carrot Cake

Sweet Corn

 
 

           & the MUHS Football 

Served by participating vendors 

Supplies
Vegetables

Cheddar Cheese
Apple Crisp

Chicken

Cider

Dairy Products

Flowers

Scalloped 
Potatoes

Country Classic Ham

Pizza

“The Taste of Vermont”
Hosted at the Dining Hall

Roast Pork

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
Green Mountain 

Passport Day
Opening Day Parade

6:00PM
Sanctuary Band 

7:00PM

6:00	�������������BINGO (bandstand)
6:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show
7:00	�������������Magnetic Horse- Local Band (show tent)
7:00	�������������Demolition Derby (tractor pad)

Wednesday, August 5
Morning

8:30	�������������English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr. & Sr. 
Horse Show (horse area)

9:00	�������������Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires, Milking 
Shorthorns (animal show arena)

9:30	�������������Ox Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10-Noon	�������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
10:30	�����������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
10:30	�����������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
10:30	�����������Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show
11:00	�����������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Afternoon

Noon	������������Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride 
bracelets

Noon	������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon	������������Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
Noon	������������Goat Show (sheep show tent)
Noon	������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
1:00	�������������Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
1:30	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
1:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
2-5	���������������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
2:00	�������������Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration (sheep 

show tent)
2:30	�������������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3:00	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
3:00	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:00	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
3:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
4:00	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
5:00	�������������Youth Beef Clipping & Fitting Demonstration 
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

Continued from page 13

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Where Personalized Service Matters”
Auto  •  Home

Farm  •  Commercial

Across from Aubuchon Ace Hardware
www.gainesinsurance.com

Plastic: 
Gallon  ..........................................$49.00
1/2 Gallon  ....................................$29.00
Quart .............................................$17.00
Pint  ..............................................$10.50
1/2 Pint    ......................................$ 7.00
Sample (3.4 oz) ...............................$4.50
Glass: 
1 Liter  ..........................................$19.75
0.50 Liter ......................................$12.25
0.25 Liter ........................................$7.75
Maple Leaf:
250 ml  .........................................$10.00
100 ml ............................................$7.00
50 ml   ............................................$4.25
Covered Bridge 250 ml ....... $12.50
Etched Moose 250 ml  ......... $12.50
Snowman 375 ml  .................. $14.00

Vermont Maple Syrup

PLUS: Fresh eggs, local milk, cheese, 
butter, orange juice and more!

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  • (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)

The Devoid family  The Devoid family  
since 1946since 1946

(animal show arena)
5:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
5:45	�������������Power Wheel Derby (Tractor Pad)
6:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show
7:00	�������������Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda Rock 

(show tent). Signup at 6:30 p.m.
7:00	�������������Demolition Derby (tractor pad)

Thursday, August 6
Morning

8:00	�������������Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show (horse area)
9:00	�������������4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship Classes 

(animal show arena)
9:00	�������������4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep show 

tent)
9:00	�������������VTPA-Antique & Enhanced Antique Tractor 

Pulls
10:00	�����������Hand Mowing Contest (antique equipment 

demo area)
10:00	�����������Ox Pulling (weigh-ins 8 a.m.)
10:30	�����������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)

10:30	�����������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 
Show

11:00	�����������Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups at 10 
a.m.)

11:00	�����������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
11:30	�����������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Afternoon

Noon	������������Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride 
bracelets

Noon	������������Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
Noon	������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
1-5	���������������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
1:00	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
1:30	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
1:30	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
1:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
2:30	�������������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
2:45	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
3:00	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:00	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
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By PAIGE HESCOCK
NEW HAVEN — For most 

participants in the Home and Gar-
den Department competitions at 
the Addison County Fair & Field 
Days, having their name etched 
onto the pewter bowl trophy is 
only a dream. But for some, this 
dream has come true. 

Since 1974, the Leona Thomp-
son Bowl has been presented an-
nually to the best exhibitor in the 
Foods and Handicrafts Depart-
ments. An individual must earn 
the most points in both categories, 
and points are awarded based on 
the ribbons given. 

“Francis Monroe started the 
Home and Garden Barn, and she 
named the prize after her friend 
Leona Thompson. She was an 
extension agent, a favorite home-
maker and an encourager of the 
home arts,” said Lee Greenewalt, 
the superintendent of handicrafts 
at the Home and Garden Barn. 

Hannah Sessions, a talented 
painter and cheesemaker at Blue 
Ledge Farm in Leicester, earned 
her name on the coveted bowl in 
2024. She described her strategy 
as “flood the zone” rather than 
“quality over quantity.”

“When I approached the pre-
pared foods entry table with my 
laundry basket overflowing with 
entries, their gasps and wide eyes 
gave me a glimmer of hope that 
my strategy might have worked, 
and it could be my year!” Ses-
sions recalled. 

While Sessions knit and sewed 
various things, she baked many 
foods and entered in different 
canned items. She believes it was 
her granola that won it for her, 
which was made with local honey 
and won the Best in Class award 
in the specific “made with honey” 
category.

“The Leona Thompson Bowl 
was folklore in our house as a kid 

because my Mom came within 
one point of winning it sometime 
in the ’80s. Getting the Sessions 
name finally etched on that bowl 

was thrilling and motivated my 
Mom to rekindle the Bowl pas-
sion,” Sessions said. 

Crafters vie for Thompson Bowl

HANNAH SESSIONS, THE 2024 winner of the Leona Thomp-
son Bowl, presents the impressive trophy to 2025 winner Kacie 
O’Connell. The bowl is presented annually to the best all-around 
participant in the Home and Garden Department competitions at 
the Addison County Fair and Field Days. 

Photo by Kate Baker

(See Leona, Page 16)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)

Continued from page 14

3:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
4:00	�������������Beef Showmanship/Fitting Show (S/I/J/N) & 

Market Classes (show arena)
4:00	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
4:30-5	����������Dark Horse Lumberjack Show (tractor pad) 

(4:30 Prelims)
5:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
5:30	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
5:30	�������������Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard area)
6:00	�������������BINGO (bandstand)
6:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show
7-9	���������������Good-Time Line Dancing demo/instruction 

(show tent)
7:30	�������������Animal Costume Class (animal show arena)

Friday, August 7
Morning

8:30	�������������Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
8:30	�������������VTPA-Youth, Adult Stock, Sport Stock, 

Enhanced Sport Stock, Super Stock, Limited 

Pro Diesel, 4 Cylinder Mod, ATVs Antique: all 
classes beginning with 3,000 pounds and up

9:00	�������������Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
9:30	�������������Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10-Noon	�������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
10:00	�����������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
10:00	�����������Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
10:00	�����������Working Steer & Ox Show (animal show arena)
10:00	�����������Pony Pulling (Butterfield Arena) Weigh-ins 8 a.m.
10:30	�����������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
10:30	�����������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show
11:30	�����������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

Afternoon

Noon	������������Dig for Treasure! (Youth activity area) - FREE
Noon	������������Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day ride 

bracelets
Noon	������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
Noon	������������PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal show 

arena)

So Hannah’s mother, Abi Ses-
sions, was in the hunt for the bowl 
again in 2025.

However, history repeated it-
self as Abi Sessions was again 
only one point shy of winning the 
bowl at the 2025 Field Days. 

“I entered 22 things this year, 
but only had a few baked goods,” 
Abi said. “When I approached the 
food table and looked over and 
saw Kacie O’Connell with her 
heaping basket of food, I knew I 
had lost my chance.”

O’Connell, one of Hannah 
Sessions’s employees at Blue 
Ledge Farm, had 24 entries in 
the competition: 10 handicrafts 
and 14 food items. Her entries 
varied from a baby-size quilt, a 
homemade sewn doll and a girl’s 
nightgown to caramel apple cake, 
homemade apple sauce and gra-
nola. She earned three grand ro-

settes for a pair of crochet mit-
tens, her banana bread and apple 
cake. 

“I think that might’ve been 
what clinched it,” O’Connell told 
the Independent.

While O’Connell was confident 
in winning, she knew it was going 
to be close because Abi Sessions 
had more grand rosettes than her, 
especially for her canned goods. 

“She was tough competition 
and I honestly thought she had it 
in the bag,” O’Connell said.

In the end, O’Connell’s method 
of quantity over quality, just like 
Hannah Sessions, helped her earn 
the O’Connell name on the bowl. 

“I’m a bit relieved that I won 
it this year, but I’ll definitely 
still enter other things next year 
and eventually enter this award 
again,” O’Connell said in 2025.

As for Abi Sessions, her daugh-
ter and O’Connell are both hope-
ful that 2026 will be her year.

“We’ll all be by her side, root-
ing her on,” Hannah said.

(Continued from, Page 15)
Leona

KACIE O’CONNELL, THE 2025 winner of the Leona Thompson 
Bowl, smiles at the camera as she shows off her mini bowl award 
that she gets to take home. The big bowl will have her name etched 
on it and stay at the fair.

Photo by Alicia Hughart
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For an authentic American dining experience – 
come by the A&W!

Located just south of Middlebury on Route 7   •   Middlebury’s A&W is the last one in Vermont!
RT 7 South • Midd.   •   802-388-2876  •  Open 7 days a week, 11 am - 8 pm

A Few Menu Favorites

PAPA 
BURGER

CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS
Coney Chili Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL 
BACON DOUBLE 
CHEESEBURGER

Root Beer
Float

Classic
Sides
Cheddar 

Cheese Curds
Onion Rings

Dinner Specialties
Fried Chicken

Uncle Sal’s Chicken Wings
Fried Shrimp   •   Fried Clams

Classic

Your one-stop shop for:
•  Groceries
•  Beverages
•  Grilling Meat
•  Ice!

And don’t forget
our full deli!!!
Best Sandwich
prices in town!

6” - $6.69
12” - $11.95

Follow us:

N
ew

!!!
 Sp

icy
 Habanero Chicken BurgerN

ew
!!!

 Sp

icy
 Habanero Chicken Burger

Bike Night
Monday Night

2 or 3 wheels
FREE RB FLOAT!

Classic Car Night
Tuesday Night

FREE RB FLOAT!
w/classic car
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 19)

Continued from page 16

Family Owned and Operated 
since the early 1940s

Heat pump & 
energy solutions 
that work for you.
Your home. Your comfort.  
Our expertise.

vgsvt.com/clover
(802) 863-4511

12:30	�����������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
1:00	�������������Tom Joyce, Magician (bandstand)
1:00	�������������4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)
1:30	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
1:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
1:30	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
2-5	���������������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) – 

FREE
2:45	�������������Pete & Chris Amusements (show tent)
3:00	�������������Future Showmanship/Fitting Class & Beef 

Conformation & Group Classes
3:00	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
3:00	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
3:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit building)
3:30	�������������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5:00	�������������98.9 WOKO Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under, 

sign up at 4 p.m. (show tent)
5:30	�������������Wheels of Agriculture Game Show (dairy area)
5:30	�������������Miniature Horse Team Hitching Demonstration 

(children’s barnyard area)
6:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 

Show

6:00	�������������VTPA- Trucks: Factory Stock St. Legal, 
Enhanced St. Legal, St. Mod, Work Stock 
Diesel, Open St. Legal Diesel, 3.0 Pro Diesel, 
SS 4x4, 2WD Mini, V8 Minis, Semis

6:00	�������������Design a hat with Hat Tat (bandstand)
7:00	�������������98.9 WOKO Armwrestling-Adults, weigh-ins 5 

p.m. (show tent)

Saturday, August 8
Morning

9:00	�������������Open Dairy Show-Jersey, Brown Swiss & 
Guernsey

9:00	�������������Paint with KT Kayhart - Barn Quilts (bandstand)
9:30	�������������Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10:00	�����������Baked Bean Contest & Samples (picnic 

pavilion)
10:00	�����������Horse Pulling, Weigh-ins 8AM (Butterfield 

Arena) 
10-Noon	�������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) - 

FREE
10:30	�����������Antique Equipment Demos (antique equipment 

area)
10:30	�����������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 
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Schedule of Events
Continued from page 18

Show
10:00	�����������Youth and Other 4-H Sheep Show
11:00	�����������Highland Dance Vermont- Scottish Highland 

Dance School Performance (Show Tent)
Afternoon

Noon	������������VTPA- Pure Stock/Out of Field Farm Stock, 
Farm Stock, Hot Farm, 466 Hot Farm Altered 
Farm

Noon	������������Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day 
ride bracelets

Noon	������������Dig for Treasure! (youth activity area) - FREE
Noon	������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
12:30	�����������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
1:00	�������������Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic Six 

Qualifier (horse area)
1:30	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
1:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
2-5	���������������Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard area) 

- FREE
3:00	�������������Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
3:00	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
3:00	�������������4H & Other Youth Poultry Showmanship 

(children’s barnyard area)
3:00	�������������Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3:30	�������������Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (show tent) 

Presentation (home & garden building)
3:30	�������������4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
5:00	�������������Home & Garden Awards & Leona Thompson 

Bowl
5:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
5:30	�������������Miniature Horse Team Hitching 

Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)
6:00	�������������BINGO (bandstand)
6:00	�������������VTPA-Pure Stock/Out of Field Farm Stock, 

Farm Stock, Hot Farm, 466 Hot Farm Altered 
Farm

6:00	�������������NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited 
ProTractor Pulls (tractor pad)

6:30	�������������Wheels of Ag Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game 
Show

7:00	�������������Vermont’s own 40th Army band, IRON 
SIGHTS rock band (show tent)
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We’re Here For Your Pet
Compassionate Care

Contact Us Today!        Call: 802-388-2691
Email: middleburyah@gmail.com

139 Washington Street Extension, Middlebury, VT802-388-8999 • John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service • Data Cabling 
Wireless • Fiber Optics • Security Surveillance Systems

Serving the Addison County Business Community

Visit our new website! bts-vt.com

By MARIA BARR
Armwrestling celebrated its 

48th year at the Addison County 
Fair and Field Days in 2025, 
and drew nearly 200 competitors 
from across the Northeast. That 
reaffirmed its status as one of the 
longest-running tournaments in 
the country.

The youth division last year 
nearly doubled expectations with 
88 entrants ranging from under 
five years old to age 16. Forty-one 
were girls — almost half the field. 

“It was great to see so many 
girls interested in competing,” 
said Priscilla Barry, the event’s 
bracket manager and announc-
er. “It certainly tends to 
be a male-dominated 
sport, so it’s fantastic 
to see girls and young 
women showing an in-
terest.”

In adult com-
petition, 79 
competi tors 
earned po-
dium fin-
ishes. Kris 

Mikels 
c a p -

tured the right-handed title, while 
Jonathan Waldvogel won left-
handed honors. The adult tourna-
ment featured both amateur and 
pro classes, with amateur partici-
pation now outpacing the pros.

Tournament director Bill Sinks 
— a professional armwrestler 
who at that point in 2025 had won 
four events that year — credited 
social media for fueling interest 
in the sport. 

“The sport in itself is growing 
exponentially because of all the 
online presence, and everything 
is just getting crazy,” he said. 
“There’s so many people that are 

interested in it, and I get 
calls and messages on 

Facebook all the time, 
asking ‘Where can I 
train?’”

Sinks, who runs 
state’s largest arm-
wrestling club — 

V E R M O N T 
Power — out 

of his Wey-
bridge home 
gym, said 
the sport’s 
accessibil-
ity keeps it 
thriving. 

“ Y o u 
k n o w , 
you stay 

in shape, you can compete into 
your 50s and 60s. And I’m still 
competing. I just turned 61 a 
couple weeks ago. I’ve won four 
tournaments this year already, and 
I didn’t compete much last year. 
And it’s just because it’s so much 
a part of my life,” Sinks added. 

The tournament’s origins date 
to 1977, when Armand Brisson 
and his family founded it. Each 
year, they sponsor the Armand 
Brisson Sportsmanship Award, 
which in 2025 went to Ed Farren, 
who drove seven and a half hours 
from northern Maine to compete 
in the Field Days tournament. 

Competitors last year came 
from Vermont, New York, New 
Hampshire, Maine, Connecticut 
and New Jersey, with pro-class 

entrants representing the wider 
Northeast.

“People a lot of times come with 
a preconceived notion of what 
they think it is, but in all reality, 
it’s nothing like that. You know, 
it’s not beer drinking guys that are 
just getting angry at each other at 
armwrestling,” Sinks explained. 
“That’s not the case. These guys 
are dedicated athletes.”

The 98.9 WOKO Armwres-
tling tournament at the 2026 Field 
Days will take place on Friday, 
Aug. 7, at the Show Tent. Kids 
age 16 younger can sign up at 4 
p.m., then the one-on-one compe-
tition starts at 5 p.m. Adult sign 
up and weigh in begins at 5 p.m.; 
head-to-head competition begins 
at 7.

Armwrestling offers thrills

AMATEUR AND PRO armwrestlers go head-to-head in the 48th an-
nual tournament at Addison County Fair and Field Days in 2025 — 
one of the longest-running armwrestling competitions in the nation.

Independent file photo/Steve James

WHITING’S TJ ASHLEY, age 9, wears a fierce expression as he bat-
tles an opponent in the right-handed Boys’ Age 9-10 division at the 
2025 Addison County Fair and Field Days armwrestling tournament.

Independent file photo/Steve James
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We are 
your local 
Mitsubishi 
heat pump

installation and 
service team.

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

Tom Joyce’s magic show is bananas - be amazed
By BEE ECKELS

NEW HAVEN — Looking for 
some summertime magic? Magi-
cian Tom Joyce tells us that the 
phrases to chant this summer are 
not “abracadabra” or “open ses-
ame.” Instead, he says the magic 
words are “I love Field Days.” 

For two decades, Joyce has been 
performing at the Addison County 
Fair and Field Days. He began put-
ting on his act in 2004, and in 2026 
he is doing two shows every day 
(only one on Saturday). Find him 
in the Bandstand. 

“Whenever I go to Field Days, 
magical and amazing things seem 
to happen all day long,” Joyce told 
the crowd. 

During his 45-minute perfor-
mances, Joyce performs a series 
of tricks that delight and excite his 
audience. In a 2025 performance, 
he opened with a mind-reading 
trick that involved the participa-
tion of the young camper-packed 
audience that had come to find ref-

uge from the boiling sun.
He selected one of the children 

to close their eyes and placed 
a cube covered in six different 
emojis into a small box. Then, 
Joyce asked one of the counselors 
to guess what emoji the camper 
was thinking of. When the coun-
selor guessed “sunglasses,” Joyce 
opened the box and there it was, a 
smiling emoji wearing sunglasses.

Following the success of his first 
trick, Joyce used three colorful 
scarves — blue, green and red — 
and played an interactive rhyming 
game with the audience. Once he 
ran out of things that rhyme with 
“red,” Joyce ended the trick by 
pulling a bouquet of flowers out 
of the middle of the green scarf. 
This feat received a collective gasp 
from the children.

Joyce pulled out his “clap-o-
meter” to measure the enthusiasm 
of the audience. Not surprisingly, 
the box burst open in response to 
the deafening roar produced by the 

kids.
The audience was deeply in-

volved in this interactive show 
with many members going up to 
stand next to Joyce and hand him 
missing bits that had flown off of 
one wand end or another. They 
even cheerfully heckled him when 
he made silly — purposeful — 
mistakes. While not all of these 
interruptions were planned, Joyce 
seamlessly worked them all into 
his act.

Some of Joyce’s signature acts, 
and quite obviously fan favorites, 
include the “Vanishing Banana” 
trick where instead of making 
bananas disappear, he multiplies 
them and acts alarmed when he 
holds up his hand and finds yet 
another banana in it; the “Loose 
Wand” trick where he pretends the 
caps at either end of his wand are 
screwed on tightly, but when he 
turns around, they shoot off into 
the audience to the delight of the 
kids; the “Timmy the Toilet Paper” 

trick which ends with Joyce pull-
ing a 20-foot-long strand of toilet 
paper out of his mouth; and the 
“Tooth Fairy” trick where he pulls 
half dollar coins out of thin air. 
Even if you think they are coming, 
these tricks are amazing to see in 
person.

When a segment concludes, 
Joyce will say the phrase, “That’s 
the end of that one,” to which the 
audience will respond, “Awww.” 

Joyce will then whip around and 
say, “But I have another one!” and 
the audience will shout, “Yay!” 

At the end of his show, Joyce 
concluded with a trick that made 
large pieces of colorful tissue 
paper disappear. But, when he 
opened his hands, they exploded 
into a bunch of tiny colorful rib-
bons, mimicking a firework explo-
sion. He then thanked the audience 
for attending.

“I will literally be here all 
week,” Joyce said jokingly (but 
truthfully). 
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FIELD DAYS
ENTERTAINMENT

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present 
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in 

each of the fruit and veggie categories below:
Asparagus (length x circumference)
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens 
     (length x width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple 

Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will 
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 
prize per person. Winners will be announced after the first local frost. 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Melon (circumference)
Onion (circumference)
Parsnip (circumference)
Pepper (circumference x circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)
Pumpkin (circumference x circumference)
Radish (circumference)
Rhubarb (length)
Rutabaga (circumference)
Summer Squash (length x circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)
Sweet Potato (length x circumference)
Tomato (circumference)
Turnip (circumference)
Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

22002266  AAddddyy  IInnddyy  
GGaarrddeenn  GGaammee

SPONSORED BY MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

Most of you come to Field 
Days to see some new things 
and some old things, to learn 
something about your county, 
and see and spend time with 
friends old and new. But an-
other major draw that brings 
people to the Addison County 
Fair and Field Days is simply to 
be entertained. And our county 
fair is FULL of entertainment!

Fairgoers look forward to en-
gaging agricultural shows and 
displays, competitions of all 
sorts, thrilling rides, people to 
meet, food to sample and ani-
mals to admire.

For those who want to be 
entertained from the bleach-
ers rather than in the ring, this 
year’s fair will certainly not dis-
appoint. The lineup is packed 

with classic 
f a v o r i t e s 
r a n g i n g 

f r o m 
t h e 

annual opening parade to ka-
raoke, clowns and magicians. 
Musicians will perform ’90s 
rock, classic rock, blues, blue-
grass and more. Plus there will 
be line dancing in which every-
one is invited to join in.

There are several acts sprin-
kled around the fairgrounds that 
repeat multiple times this week, 
so if you miss the first one, 
come back the second or third 
time.

Here’s a review of some of 
these acts and short profiles of 
entertainers that you’ll want to 
check out at this year’s fair.

Look for some great music 
at the fair this year — there’s 
something almost every night in 
the Show Tent.

The tunes start on Tuesday 
night at 7 p.m. with the local 
band “Magnetic Horse.” This 
is a high-energy band to dance 
and party with or simply enjoy 
listening to. With a song list of 
more than 100 tunes from the 
’60s to the present, they play 
the tunes people love, includ-
ing many that other bands don’t 

attempt. In addition to original 
music, the foursome performs 
songs by Tom Petty, The Bea-
tles, ZZ Top, Bob Seger, The 
Beach Boys, Fleetwood Mac, 
The Eagles, Darius Rucker, 
Steve Winwood, Poison, Talk-
ing Heads, Post Malone and 
many more well-known acts.

Fronting the band is vocalist/
multi-instrumentalist Jon Ran-
del, who lives in Middlebury. 
He started playing guitar and 
harmonica at age 13 and added 
keyboards. You may have seen 
him in the band Blues Without 
Borders. Joe Musolino began 

(Continued on Page 24)IRON SIGHTS
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playing guitar at 14 and studied 
at the Berklee College of Music. 
Born in Los Angeles, Don Mon-
roe has lived in the Northeast 
for all of his adult life. Over the 
last 15 years, he sang and played 
bass with many bands, and also 
sang and played guitar as a solo 
performer. He moved to Middle-
bury full-time in 2023 and hap-
pily keeps performing. 

The well-known drummer 
Tim Buskey is a native of the 
Green Mountain State who grew 
up in Middlebury and now lives 
in Vergennes. In addition to be-
ing a musician, Tim has been a 
radio broadcaster for 35 years.

On Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 
in the Show Tent, it will be YOU 
and your neighbors providing 
the music. DJ Amanda Rock 
will lead Karaoke Talent Night, 
where regular folks can show off 
their extra special vocal talents. 
Sign up for your opportunity to 
stand in the spotlight beginning 
at 6:30 p.m., or just show up at 
7 and enjoy the music of your 
friends and neighbors — you 
might just be surprised!

The Show Tent on Thursday 
at 7 p.m. will host Good-Time 
Line Dancing demo and instruc-
tion. Rooted in Addison County 
since 2016, Good Time Line 
Dancing is all about fun, com-
munity and making dance wel-

coming for everyone. Teaching 
both contemporary and classic 
line dances with a beginner-
friendly vibe, Good Time Line 
Dancing lights up local spots 
like Woodchuck Cider House 
and beyond! Whether you’re 
stopping in to learn or just soak 
in the good vibes, this local fa-
vorite delivers nothing but good 

times — no experience neces-
sary! 

Dance instructor Andrea War-
ren — with the help of the audi-
ence — will turn the Show Tent 
into a boot stompin’ line danc-
ing floor. The emphasis will be 
on fun — not perfection. As she 
told the Addison Independent, 
“There are no mistakes; there 

are only variations. We’re all hu-
man here. All I ask is that people 
stay in lines, well because it’s 
Line Dancing! But, you don’t 
have to be strict — you can spin 
if ya want to.”

Music gets a break on Friday 
evening when a different kind 
of entertainment takes over the 
Show Tent. The WOKO Arm-
wrestling tournament invites 
youngsters and adults to wrestle 
— arms only — on the stage in 
front of a cheering audience. 
Kids aged 16 and younger can 
sign up to take part at 4 p.m., 
then the one-on-one combat 
starts at 5 p.m. Then the Big 
Kids — also known as “Adults” 
— will step in the ring. There 
are different divisions based on 
weight and gender. If you want 
to compete, sign up and weigh 
in beginning at 5 p.m. Head-to-
head competition begins at 7 
p.m.

Then, more typical entertain-
ment returns to the Show Tent 
on Saturday with two unique 
performances.

The first is at 11 a.m. when 
Highland Dance Vermont per-
forms a series of dances in the 
Scottish Highland Dance style. 
Katherine Levasseur leads danc-
ers who live by the dictum “As 
strong as a warrior and as grace-

FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

The First National Bank of Orwell
100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.

Invested in our neighbors since 1863.
Main Street, Orwell

(802) 948-2811
Route 22A, Shoreham

(802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.
Equal Housing Lender www.fnborwell.com Member FDIC

(Continued on Page 25)

DARK HORSE LUMBERJACK
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT
ful as a ballerina, we are the 
dancers of Scotland.” This is a 
very athletic, competitive style 
of solo step dancing from the 
Scottish Highlands. It combines 
intricate footwork with bal-
letic upper body movements. If 
you’re lucky, you will see kilts 
and hear bagpipes.

Then the musical offerings 
at the Show Tent wrap up at 7 
p.m. on Saturday with 
the group called “Iron 
Sights.” It is a dynamic 
rock band com-
prised of seven 
soldiers from 
Vermont’s own 
40th Army 

Band. Touring throughout the 
state, Iron Sights delivers a per-
formance featuring a high ener-
gy blend of classic ’80s and ’90s 
rock, infused with elements of 
R&B for a unique sound. 

The soldiers proudly repre-
sent the Vermont Army National 
Guard through their music and 
will offer a show that resonates 
with audiences of all ages. 
The group is known for ener-
gized, crowd-pleasing rendi-
tions of classic rock staples, like 
Creedence Clearwater Revival 
and the Doobie Brothers, and 
contemporary pop hits, includ-
ing Walk the Moon and Alicia 
Keys.
BEYOND THE MUSIC

Entertainment at Field Days 
is more than just listening. One 
thing is the Dark Horse Lum-
berjack Show, which will take 
place on Thursday, 4:30 p.m., 
at the Tractor Pad. This show 
combines athletic competition, 
education, and entertainment in 
a high-energy, engaging perfor-
mance for audiences of all ages. 
Audience members will see not 
just athleticism but also equip-
ment proficiency, discipline, and 
safety practices rooted in tradi-

tional forestry and lumberjack 
sports.

Events at the competition at 
Field Days will include crosscut 
sawing, axe throwing, hot saw-
ing, underhand chopping, bow 
sawing and relay races.

Look for these fun things to-
day outside of the ordinary:

• Wheels of Agriculture 
Game Show is an audience in-
teractive game show that takes 
place on a stage. The format 
is a trivia-based game play in 
which the person who can an-
swer a randomly selected ques-
tion gains points. The questions 
are primarily agricultural 
based and include topics 
such as: Local Agricul-
ture, Animals, Plants, Food 
Groups, Farm and barnyard, 
music and other sounds. Sounds 
perfect for the Addison County 
Fair and Field Days.

•  Pirate Man Dan can be 
found daily sailing the grounds 
with his bubble boat, strolling 
across the midway with his long 
sea legs or in the big tent doing 
shows. Catch him trying to es-
cape a giant balloon, juggling 
some fire, or even actively go-
ing for a world record live dur-
ing performances! Based out of 

Groton, this local entertainer 
has tours ranging from the San 
Antonio Rodeo in Texas to the 
Big E in Massachusetts. You 
can only find him at large events 
like the Addison County Fair 
and Field days and if you men-
tion you saw him in the Addison 
Independent he may even give 
you a free Pirate Treasure! 

GOOD TIMES LINE DANCING

MAGNETIC HORSE

MAGICIAN TOM JOYCE

SCOTTISH 
HIGHLAND 
DANCERS

(Continued on Page 27)
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT

2001 Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, VT | www.blueledgefarm.com

Enjoy the Fair!
Find us in the Sheep & Goat tent

Fa
rm

sta
nd open 9-6 April-Dec

Since 2000Since 2000

Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.
297 Lower Foote St.,  •  Middlebury, VT 05753  •  802-388-1137 • www.vermontnaturalagproducts.com

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988

759-2562 
4373 Rt 17 West  
Addison, Vermont

Reed’sReed’s
EquipmentEquipment

• Vermont Magician Tom Joyce 
delivers a really funny magic show 
that is full of laughs, tons of au-
dience participation and amazing 
magic. Magic Wands! Magic Words! 
Magical Memories! 

Tom is a former magician at the 
world famous “F.A.O. Schwartz Toy 
Store” in New York City that was 
featured in the popular movie “Big.” 
After that, he became a Magical Bar-
tender at T.G.I Friday’s on the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan. 

Tom performed his first magic 
show at age 8 and has been living up 
to his nickname, “The Funny Magic 
Guy” ever since. He keeps this show 
suitable for ages 4 and up. 

• BINGO! This one word sums it 
all up. American Legion Post 27 will 
host BINGO Aug. 4, 6 and 8 at 6 p.m. 
each night in the Bandstand tent.

 • Plus, there is Mini Golf all week. 
Started by Peter Miller when he was 
only 19 years old, the Portable Mini 
Golf Company has more than 75 dif-
ferent mini golf holes and has com-
pleted hundreds of events across all 
of New England and New York. 

We’ll close with one of the first 
things at the fair — the Field Days 
Opening Parade. It steps off from 
near the tractor pad at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day. This year’s theme is “Carnival 
Lights, Country Nights.” All entrants 
are asked to assemble 45 minutes be-
fore the parade start time on the east 
side of the Dusty Chuck. There will 
be prizes for the winning entries. 
Contact Benj Deppman at 802-724-
1381 or any Field Days director if 
you plan to participate. Maybe you 
should march in the parade: Ribbons 
for the top three winning entries.

(Continued from Page 25)
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GENEROSITY

Set up your regular donation and help  
sustain & grow award-winning local 

journalism in our community.

THANK YOU! GIVE
YEARLY

GIVE 
WEEKLY

GIVE 
MONTHLY

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/ALL-STARS

IT’S TIME TO SOW



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • July 30, 2026 Page 29

By MARIA BARR
NEW HAVEN —At the 

Addison County Fair and Field 
Days last year, a quiet but 
steady draw on the Agricultural 
Stage was a sheep shearing 
demonstration by professional 
shearer Siri Swanson. The 
sheep, a Finnish Landrace — or 
Finn — belonged to the Gordon-
Layn family of Monkton. 

The event bridged past and 
future: an age-old craft meeting 
a new generation reviving 
endangered livestock traditions.

Swanson co-owns Yankee 
Rock Farm LLC in Bridport with 
her partner Colin Siegmund. 
She shears at over 600 farms 
annually across New England 
and maintains a flock of about 
200 sheep herself. Like many 
young agriculturalists, her 
journey began in 4-H.

“When I was a 4-H kid, I 
learned the basics of shearing 
just by being around, you 
know. I sheared a couple of my 
own sheep, but I didn’t love 
it,” Swanson said. “I went to 
school for animal science and 
was getting towards the end of 
college, looking at jobs, and 
a shearer in Vermont retired. 
So the opportunity was there. 
And I started shearing kind of 
begrudgingly. I didn’t want to 
take it on full time.

“But I think I just hadn’t 
trained enough. And so it’s 
really hard when you’re starting. 
When that opportunity came up, 
when he retired, and there was a 
lot more sheep to shear, I found 
I really did love it.”

Now one of the most 
experienced shearers in the 
region, Swanson works with 
farms of all sizes, which she says 
has shaped her understanding of 
the industry.

“All around New England, 
we see people raising sheep for 
every different purpose — small 
scale, large scale, commercial, 

pets — like all of it. Every type 
of breed and fiber. And that has 
been so informative to me to 
see all the different ways people 
can successfully raise sheep — 
and unsuccessfully, you know, 
everyone has these trials and 
tribulations. I think as a shearer 
going to all these farms, there’s 
no other education in your local 
sheep industry better than that,” 

Swanson said. 
While she still enjoys the 

technical aspects of shearing, 
teaching the next generation has 
become her biggest reward.

“Working with kids is the most 
rewarding for me right now, 
because I was in that position 
several years ago. Like, there’s 
a 4H kid here who just this year 
I helped teach her how to start to 

shear her own (sheep) bellies… 
to see a kid get comfortable with 
their sheep, get comfortable 
with some equipment, and it 
can really pull them out of their 
shell and just become like a 
whole new person giving them 
these tools and the confidence to 
show off what they’re doing,” 
Swanson added. “I think it’s 
really impressive what they can 
do and I’m really glad to be a 
part of it.”
NEXT GENERATION

That idea — young people 
gaining confidence through 
hands-on animal work — was 
echoed in the story of the sheep 
Swanson had just shorn. It 
belonged to a family involved 
in the Youth Conservationist 
Program (YCP), a national 
initiative connecting youth 
with endangered heritage sheep 
breeds.

Natalie Layn, 14, and her 
cousin Olivia Gordon-Layn, 12, 
participate in the YCP, which 
places yearling ewes with youth 
age 9–18. The program aims to 
preserve heritage livestock once 
common on American farms 
— breeds prized for genetic 
diversity and hardiness.

To keep their sheep, 
participants must show them 
at two fairs, use the fleece, 
complete educational projects, 
and create a scrapbook for 
donors. Success earns them 
the right to keep and breed the 
animal.

Natalie’s journey began 
by reaching out to Swanson. 
Heather Layn, Natalie’s mother, 
explained:

“My daughter started showing 
sheep seven years ago. The first 
year, she had no idea what she 
was doing, and she actually 
reached out to Siri to give her 
some tips. And the following 
year, she started leasing sheep 
from her, so she could learn 

Sheep shearer keeps traditional farm craft alive

VETERAN SHEARER SIRI Swanson carefully shaves a Finnsheep 
at the Addison County Fair and Field Days in 2025. The three to 
four pounds of wool were immediately gathered by a member of 
the Twist O’ Wool Guild to be used for demos later in the afternoon.

Independent photo/Steve James

(Continued on Page 30)



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • July 30, 2026Page 30

more about it in show. And 
then we learned about the new 
conservation program where 
they give heritage breed sheep 
to kids. So my daughter applied, 
and her first year applying, 
she won, and we had to go to 
Maryland to a little festival to 
receive this sheep.”

Their efforts didn’t stop there.
“So Natalie completed her first 

year… and then she reapplied 
again this year thinking that she 
wouldn’t get selected. And she 
got her cousin to join her and 
they both won. So we go back 
to Maryland, and we got more 
sheep. So now we’re doing a 
whole program all over again. ”

Heather added that three girls 
in the family have now received 
sheep through the YCP.

“My daughter’s 14 right now. 
And Olivia was 11 when she 
won her sheep. And then my 
other niece, she won a sheep in 
the program as well. She’s 10. 
So when we went down there, 
they were gifting the sheep — I 
believe there’s 22 sheep gifted 
— the kids were from all across 
the country… And they started 
calling out all the kids from 
Vermont. And they were like, 
whoa, there must be some really 
good 4-H leaders down there 
pushing the program.”

Young participants like Natalie 
and Olivia show that Vermont’s 
sheep farming tradition is far 
from fading. In fact, it harkens 
back to the early 19th-century 
“sheep boom,” when the arrival 
of Merino sheep from Spain 
transformed Vermont into a 
wool powerhouse. 

The demonstration ring at 
Field Days — with heritage 
breeds and young handlers — 
offers a living glimpse of that 
legacy. Through shearers like 
Swanson and the dedication 
of 4-H families and youth 
conservationists, Vermont’s 
rural heritage isn’t just 
remembered — it’s alive.

(Continued from Page 29)

By PAIGE HESCOCK
Regular attendees of the ox pull-

ing at Butterfield Arena at the Ad-
dison County Fair & Field Days 
would be quite familiar with this 
phrase — “All the way!”

It was repeatedly called out by 
Annie Wilson, the longtime an-
nouncer of the event during the 
2025 fair. She declares this when a 
yoke of oxen, pulling a stone-boat 
that carries at least 500 pounds 
to start the pull, has successfully 
reached the end line (six feet of 
distance from the starting point).

Wilson has been the commen-
tator since 2004, after Margaret 
Belle retired. Before that, attend-
ing the annual ox pull at Field 
Days was routine for Wilson, who 
would always be listening to the 
announcers and keeping track of 
the scoring, even establishing her 
own scoring system.

“Annie has always been a huge 
fan of ox pulling and has learned 
a lot just from watching,” Renee 
Pechie, a friend of Wilson’s and 
the scorekeeper of the event, told 
the Independent.

Wilson was often surrounded by 
farm animals growing up, when 
her parents owned Holsteins and 

Morgan horses. She now has Line-
back cattle and some heifers of her 
own. 

Today, that lifelong connection 
to livestock continues, as Wilson 
now works with oxen that compete 
across a range of weight classes.

There are five different weight 
classes in which the oxen are clas-
sified: 2,000 lb. or under; 2,400 
lb. or under; 2,800 lb. or under; 
3,200 lb. or under and “free-for-
all,” where there is no limit on the 
weight. 

Each ox pull has five minutes to 
get to the end of the line and three 
tries within those minutes. Blocks 
weighing 500-1,000 pounds are 
added to the stone-boat after each 
pair of oxen has reached the line. 
More weight is added until only 
one yoke of oxen is left standing 
after the rest have been eliminated. 
The same process continues for 
each weight class. 

Wilson expresses how humane 
these practices are. If the oxen can-
not pull the weight, their owners 
will not force them to strain their 
muscles too much, she said.

“These guys (the oxen) love to 
do it, and the owners just love their 
animals. This is bovine husbandry: 

animal lovers who truly care for 
their animals,” Wilson said.

“This group of pullers is a great 
bunch of individuals who treat 
their oxen well,” Pechie reaf-
firmed.

The oxen come from all over the 
Northeast: Vermont, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire and New 
York.

Scott Spencer, an oxen owner 
from Benson, spoke about his two 
oxen that he entered in the free-for-
all weight class for the first time. 

Brick, his 7-year-old Chianina 
ox, went from 1,700 to 2,000 
pounds in only a month. He feeds 
his bigger oxen 16 quarts of cow 
grain, DAC oil and half to a full 
bale of hay a day. To keep them 
well-hydrated, he provides them 
with a 5-gallon pail of orange-fla-
vored electrolytes.

Spencer plans for his oxen 
to grow even bigger over time. 
One pair currently weighs 4,100 
pounds together, and he hopes they 
will weigh 5,000-5,2000 pounds 
by this time next year. 

“You’ve got to get your oxen as 
big as possible for the free-for-all. 
I feed them and work them like 
they’re athletes,” Spencer said.

Oxen go ‘All the way!’ pulling heavy loads

BRIAN PATTON GUIDES his pair of Chianina oxen, Bob and Squid, towards the stone-boat for their 
turn in pulling.    

Independent photo/Paige Hescock
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We carry a full line of quality top tire and price sensitive brands for all your on and off highway equipment needs — from 
loaders, tractors, heavy trucks, and skid steers to boat trailers, passenger vehicles, light trucks, and lawn mowers. 

With 20 full-service locations across New England, we’re ready to help you find the right tire to meet your needs, 
application, and budget.

92 Hunt Road
New Haven, VT 05472
Phone: (802) 453-2106

62 Randbury Road
Rutland, VT 05701
Phone: (802) 747-0752 

348 Boyer Circle
Williston, VT 05495
Phone: (802) 651-0841

127 Round House Road
White River Jct., VT 05001
Phone: (802) 291-9216

Still independently owned and operated 



We’ll be at the fair — please swing by our booth to say hello! 

Thank you, Addison County, for your continued support 
and for making us your preferred solar, heat pump and 

whole-house battery installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

When you’re ready for a solar, heat pump,  
or whole-house battery

installation, we are here for you!
Bristol Electronics is a fourth-generation 

installation business celebrating 54 years!

We are honored  to have been chosenWe are honored  to have been chosen
for every home and business improvementfor every home and business improvementproject we have completed!project we have completed!
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