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Addison County first responders are facing challenges

A BRISTOL
RESCUE Squad
member stands
ready at the Addison
County Fair and Field
Days Demo Derby.

Photo courtesy Bristol
Rescue Squad
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ENERGY ALTERNATIVES

LhankiyowAtddiSomCountyRescue
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64 Jackman Drive - Bristol, VT 05443
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:
802-453-2381 or www.Jackmansinc.com

By IAN CURRY

VERMONT Emergency medical
services (EMS) groups in Addison County
are worried about the potential loss of
revenue that could really put a pinch on local
first responders.

The sweeping cuts to Medicaid this
summer signed into law by President
Trump combined with the solvency issues
facing Vermont’s largest commercial health
insurance provider could jeopardize vital
revenue for rescue squads and ambulance
services across the county.

“Weare alittle concerned about what could
potentially happen,” said Kate Rothwell, the
executive director of Middlebury Regional
Emergency Medical Services (MREMS).

The Middlebury-based service operates
four Advanced Life Support ambulances,
and one of two EMS-based Heavy Rescue
trucks in the state. Historically, Vermont’s
EMS has primarily been made up of qualified
volunteers but according to Rothwell, the
increasing cost to become certified combined
with an increasing call volume has led to the
professionalization of the state’s emergency
medical first responders. MREMS is made
up of about 90% paid career staff who serve
11 Addison County towns, Rothwell said.

Like firefighters and police officers, EMS
personnel are first responders. They respond
to medical emergencies but also provide
essential services like transporting patients

to hospitals and providing support for
events. Unlike other first response agencies
though, funding for EMS is to some degree
at the mercy of case-by-case insurance
reimbursements.

EMS providers, including MREMS and
other rescue squads in Addison County, rely
onreimbursements from Medicare, Medicaid
and private health insurance companies to
cover the cost of providing services. This
doesn’t just refer to when ambulances are on
the road. EMS requires 24/7 readiness, and
the upkeep of advanced medical equipment
and ambulances. And paying professional
staff is not cheap. Rothwell said that
MREMS receives 85-90% of its revenue
from insurance reimbursements.

Health insurance providers have varying
guidelines when it comes to covering
ambulance services. Medicare Part B
generally covers 80% of ambulance costs,
with the patient covering the remaining
20%, but only if it involves an emergency
medical situation and transport to a hospital.

But Rothwell says when Emergency
Medical Technicians respond to a medical
emergency in rural Addison County, it
may not always be feasible to immediately
transport someone to a medical facility to
receive treatment. EMTs and paramedics are
trained in lifesaving care and are sometimes
required to provide treatment on the scene —

(See Challenges, Page 9)
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Katie Wagers
Allison Hayes
Mark Rickner
Michelle Shubert
Katya Cavanaugh
Katie Flynn

Jake Masino

Will Elwell

Mike Boltz-Robinson
Jack Beatty
Jeremy Southwell
Bobby Lau

Mike Cram

Mark Boltz-Robinson
Ori Tzuriel
Shelby Monica
Steve Jarvis
Alyssia Sanchez
Meadow Waite
Maria Bedell
Hannah Ryan
Josie Wagers
Fiona Dewitt

Eli Rickner

Kate Thomas

Nick Sousa Jennifer Wendel Ethan Dewitt Katia Graf

Liam Knight Chris Nugent Ethan White Malia Pollock
Alicia Rosato Annie Hopper Graham Huntington Stephen Mathyas
Brian Wendel Elise Holway Leo Huntington Vincent Moeykens
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Thank you to all
Addison County Rescue Squads for their
outstanding service to our community!

(802) 388-4967
CHAMPLAINVALLEYEQUIPMENT.COM
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ADDY ALL-STARS

today and help sustain
local journalism in

Addison County!

THANKYOU

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/ALL-STARS




Chief Dave Berno
Medical Director Megan
Frankovic

Assistant Chief Raph Worrick
Assistant Chief Sean Stearns

Chris Dayton
Luke Jerome
Connor Stinson
Josh Stearns
Gail Isenberg
Rich Isenberg
Haley Stearns
Sue Johnson
Mike Magluilo
Ingrid Jackson

PAR TMENT
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Xander Campanelli
Nathan Nyein
Kelly MacDonald
Ed Peet

Charlie Bearor
Lauren Ringey
Vaughn Berno
Blair Peterson
Bruce Koontz
Dennis Dougherty
Aven Frankovic
Ben Marks

Jeff MacDonald
Josiah Benoit
Peter Conlon
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‘H VoLUNTEER
PARTMENT

Jeremy Ratta
Matt Brown
Terence Zecha
Dudley Leavitt
Jesse Bashaw
Chelsea Bashaw
Dan Ober
Aaron Thomas
Mason Atkins
Tyler Willey
Chase Atkins
Jake Orvis
Grace Orvis

Matt Atkins

Henry Orvis

Will Mathis
Lincoln Ratta
Oliver Ratta

Bob Maurer

Jake Peirce

Jeff Cousino

Josh Otey

Grady Brokaw
Graham Huntington
Sprague Huntington
Alex Peterson

Bill Wager
Shane Coyle
Mike Coyle
Ryan Cushing
Travis Kimball
Crew Bertrand
Joe Bashaw
Peter Markowski
Hannah Webber
Evan Ambrose
Jim Averill

Art Cohn

Adam Delisle
Michael Dykstra
Shawn Emery

Joshua Hanlon
Rob Mullin
Roger Richmond
Justin Soter
Spencer White
Todd Poole

CJ Webber
Finnley Jacobson
Dave Bowles
Tony Caruso
Mark Chaffee
Mike Donnelly
George Gardner
Dave Grippin
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Scott Barker

John Beatty Jr.
Kimberly Bickham
Peter Brown
Edward DeMatties
James Doughtery
Sean Grzyb

Rick Iffland

Eric Leno
Timothy Parsons
Noah Reynolds
Sean Sullivan
Thomas Sullivan

Whiting first responders

recall memorable call to
school

By MARIA BARR

WHITING — In rural Vermont,
volunteer rescue squads often find
themselves responding to unexpected
emergencies. But for

Whiting First Response,

one call more than a .6
decade ago still stands

on duty at the tiny school.

“I happened to be home that day,”
Wilbur recalled. “So I went down.
Larry, my husband, went down. One of

the sheriffs in the area
showed up, and they
got the mom into the
first classroom and had

out. he was with all the kids go into the

It was a snowy day, it (the expectant other classrooms.”
took place in a second- mother) too, and Tammy and Larry,
grade classroom, and first she’s like, ‘Oh, both EMTs and
responders greeted the dow’ 1L training officers for
surprise arrival of a new on.tworry - Larry Whiting, were joined
life. delivers calves all by EMTs Marie Berry

On Jan. 21, 2011, the time. So it was and Stacey Freeguard
Corey and Tim Smith of kind of humorous.” and first responder
Castleton were on their . Bob  Wood.  They
way to Porter Hospital — Tammy Wilbur —  qyickly  transformed
in Middlebury to deliver the classroom into a
their first child when makeshift delivery
worsening road conditions room.

forced them to stop at Whiting
Elementary School, where Tim’s cousin
Lacey Smith taught second grade.
Whiting’s emergency medical
technician (EMT) Tammy Wilbur
recalled that there wasn’t a school nurse

Tammy explained that while EMTs
are trained annually to handle childbirth,
this was the first time the training had
been put into practice in Whiting.

Despite the unusual setting, teamwork

(See Baby, Page 14)

John & Jim Fitzgerald 802-388-8999




Addison Independent ¢ RESCUE. Thursday, September 4, 2025 — PAGE 7

MIDDLEBURY

ADMINISTRATORS
Kate Rothwell, Executive Director,
EMT-P
Walker Randall, Deputy Director,
EMT-P
Matt Abare, Communications Director,
AEMT
DRIVERS/RESCUE TECHS
Ethan Sweet, CPR
John Hughes, VEFR
Colin Foster, VEFR
Reid Lumbra, VEFR
Matt Booska, EMT
Gabe Schine, EMT
Dylan Montagu, EMT
Joe Miller, VEFR
Riley Benoit, VEFR
Jeremy Southwell, EMT
EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIANS

Spencer Chumbley, EMT
Jaimie Stewart, EMT
Lawrence Stewart, EMT
Chelsea Bashaw, EMT
August Stauffer, EMT
Virginia Harralson, EMT
Jasper Pearcy-Kahn, EMT
Willa Bryant, EMT
Lincoln Pierce, EMT

Jack Johnson, EMT
Emma Radler, EMT

Mary Miller, EMT, Office Operations

Coordinator

Lisa Lee, EMT

Rick Iffland, EMT

Michael Magluilo, EMT

Sophie Levine, EMT

Sarah Sherley, EMT

Katie O’Neill, EMT

Hazel Hendler, EMT
ADVANCED

Mark Nelson, AEMT

Peter Ochs, AEMT

Kirk Gallipo, AEMT
John Hudson, AEMT

Mike Hendrickson, EMT-P
Katya Cavanaugh, EMT-P

Reilly Knipes, AEMT COMMUNICATIONS
PARAMEDICS Teena Betourney
Fiona Dewitt, EMT-P Ben Masterson

Derek Cronin, EMT-P
Liam Knight, EMT-P
Darryll Vandetta, EMT-P
Andrew Teig, EMT-P
Jonathan Robarge, EMT-P
Paul Miller, EMT-P

Chris Seymour, VEFR
Madison Chicoine
John Tester

Maria Bedell, EMT
Ethan White, VEFR
Grace Smart

Thank you to all
Addison County

First Responders

Interested in joining
our volunteer team?

Please send an email to
PMC-Volunteers@portermedical.org
or call Kelly Walters at 802-382-3444

EastView thanks

Middlebury
Regional EMS

and all Addison County
Rescue squads.

We all sleep better...knowing you’re here for us.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ¢ RESIDENTIAL CARE « MEMORY CARE
100 Eastview Terrace, Middlebury VT 05753

www.EastViewMiddlebury.com

Thank you for your life-saving service!

from all of us at

Silver Maple
Construction
Silver
Maple/ ( Construction

Thank you

to all local rescue workers and
volunteers for your dedication
and service to our communities.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home

117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT
802-388-2311 *sandersonfuneralservice.com
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Mike Boltz-Robinson Eli Rickner
Alyssia Sanchez Grace Zeiter Gherst
Jeremy Southwell Bob Mullin
Mark Boltz-Robinson Rick Loyer

Mark Rickner Dave Bristol

P Rescue volunteers really
make a difference

By BEE ECKELS

NEW HAVEN — In small, tight-knit
communities such as in Addison County,
it’s not rare to discover family members
working alongside each other in various
professional fields. For a long time, local
rescue squads were a part of this story.

“Times are changing,” said Lisa
LaPete, Head of Service for New

the community at large.

NHFR is a volunteer organization.
The first responders who help protect
the locality are not getting paid to do so.
Instead, they are doing it to give back to
their community.

“It’s hard for volunteers to swallow the
fact that ambulance drivers get paid, but
they still do it anyway,” LaPete said. “It’s

Haven First Response instilled in them to give

(NHFR). “(Rescue) used back.”

to be family-oriented, €6 LaPete expressed

bgt everypne’§ going ”in I;l o concern that the next

different directions now. generation is more focused
LaPete, who is also a health cases are on the money than the fact

member of the Vergennes real and they're that being an EMT, or part

Area Rescue Squad, has
been an EMT for 35 years,
and has served the Addison
County community for 12
years. Before moving to
New Haven, LaPete was
part of a rescue squad in the
Milton-area, where she worked closely
alongside other family members, such as
her brother, who was the fire chief.
LaPete said the loss of numbers and
the support systems created by a family-
orientated team has not only taken a toll
on the remaining EMTs — who are now
under pressure to pick up the slack — and
she thinks the falling numbers of first
responders will eventually take a toll on

hard?”

scary. It’s really

— Lisa LaPete

of an Emergency Medical
Service (EMS) staff, is a
revered line of work that,
oftentimes, their parents,
grandparents, and even
aunts, uncles, cousins or
siblings have done for
decades before them.

With money becoming a priority to
more and more people, NHFR has seen
declining staff numbers in the past few
years. Their current roster totals nine
people, some of whom split their time
volunteering as firefighters or for other
EMS squads in surrounding towns.

Safety comes in numbers, and with the

(See Volunteers, Page 15)

Gore.

Address comments to:

Vermont Department of Health

Office of Public Health Preparedness and EMS
280 State Drive

Waterbury, VT 05671-8330

Bristol Rescue Squad Inc.

Our mission: “Enhancing community health through high

quality, compassionate, pre-hospital emergency care.”

The Bristol Rescue Squad has identified the need to change its license level from
an Advanced EMT Level Ambulance Service, to a Paramedic Licensed Ambulance
Service to operate in Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven, Starksboro and Buels

This agency proposes to begin operation at the new license level on January 1%, 2026 within the geographic boundaries of the six
communities of Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven, Starksboro and Buels Gore. In accordance with 24 V.S.A. Emergency
Medical Services Statute, public comments are invited to be received by the department by Monday, September 22, 2025.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

www.bristolrescuevt.org

info@bristolrescuevt.org
802-453-2472
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Challenges

(Continued from Page 2)
something that many insurers, including
Medicaid and Medicare, don’t reimburse
for.

It’s important to note that EMS has
a duty of care and will respond to
emergencies and provide care regardless
of someone’s ability to pay. But Rothwell
said that the cuts and restrictions coming
to government health programs, including
Medicaid, could endanger the emergency
medical system’s ability to generate
revenue.

“If those individuals currently receiving
Medicaid are unable to qualify, that means
our pool of uninsured could certainly
increase,” Rothwell said.

Mark Boltz-Robinson of Monkton
First Response and Bristol Rescue Squad
echoed that sentiment.

“The ‘Big Beautiful Bill’
and the cuts it is making
to Medicaid jeopardize
much of the emergency

11

"K e see a lot of

people are raising

40,000 people state-wide live in these
deserts.

EMS funding isn’t a new issue. A 2023
report from the Vermont EMS Advisory
Committee found glaring funding gaps in
EMS budgets across the state that had been
left unchecked for years. Health insurance
reimbursement rates have simply not been
high enough to adequately cover the cost of
providing EMS. The committee also found
that the use of municipal property taxes to
make up for insufficient reimbursements
was not an efficient way to cover EMS, as
it contributed to rising municipal budgets
and taxes without solving the issue. The
state is awaiting a new report from the
EMS Advisory committee, which is slated
for release in December.

In  November 2023, Vermont’s
Congressional delegation
in Washington introduced
legislation  called  the
EMS ROCS act, which
would provide Medicare

services system,” Boltz- their deductibles coverage to ambulance
Robinson, who also to make private services thz}t do n(?t inclgde
serves as Monkton’s town . transportation,  including
health officer, told the msun‘mce on-scene treatment. The bill
Independent. “It’s not just = PYE€HILUMS niore was read twice in front of
a loss of insured, but these = affordable, the Committee on Finance
cuts touch on revenue for then struggle when it was introduced, and

both hospitals and EMS
agencies alike.
“Billing revenue from

to pay medical
bills, including

considering recent federal
cuts to public health, it’s
unlikely any further action

Medicaid ~ for  Bristol | @Mbulance service will be taken.

Rescue is about 60% of bills, with their For now, rural rescue

that income; if that gets = higher deductibles”  squads are on their own.

cut, we’ll be unable to Rothwell noted that the
’ — Kate Rothwell

meet financial needs, even
with the generous financial
support we get from our
towns and our subscribers,” he added

According to Bristol Rescue Chief Will
Elwell, the squad’s three ambulances
responded to over 1,000 calls and provided
almost 300 interfacility transfers across
four states in 2024. Their ambulance station
is one of only three in Addison County
with advanced lifesaving capabilities and
is often the closest to many remote areas
of the region.

In fact, the 2023 Vermont EMS Advisory
Committee report found that large parts of
Addison County are considered ambulance
deserts, meaning that an ambulance station
is at least a 25-minute drive away. Around

nearest trauma, cardiac
and stroke centers are at
UVM Medical Center in
Burlington, and that ambulance trips can
take more than 45 minutes from parts of

Addison County.
BIG INSURER TROUBLED
But Addison County’s ambulance

services aren’t only bracing for cuts to
federal health spending. Vermont’s largest
private health insurance provider, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Vermont (BCBSVT),
is embroiled in an insolvency crisis that
puts the Green Mountain State’s entire
healthcare system at risk. BCBSVT, which
insures 230,000 Vermonters, or a third
of the state’s population, is struggling to
reimburse an average of $35 million a

Reed’s
Equipment

To all Local Rescue Squads, We Thank You!!!

Your time and services are very much appreciated.
4373VTRT 17W * Addison, VT 05491  (802) 759-2562 * gea.com

week in insurance claims. The company
has only $58 million in the bank after
reporting a record annual deficit of $62.1
million last year.

Vermont already has

Rothwell said that when health insurance
reimbursements fail to make up the costs
of providing services, ambulance services
will petition towns for financial support

to help make up the

some of the highest
commercial health
insurance costs in the
country, with the average
unsubsidized monthly
premium sitting at $621
for an individual. Rothwell
told the Independent that
the high cost of health
insurance places a big
burden on Vermonters,
which is already affecting
Addison County’s EMS
providers.

“We see a lot of

funding gaps. This means
that having fewer people
with  health insurance
will likely put a heavier
financial burden on towns
and their residents if they
are to maintain their rescue

services.

Despite all the
challenges, health
professionals like

Rothwell are proud to be
a central pillar of life in
Addison County.

“We don’t just answer

people are raising their
deductibles to make private
insurance premiums more
affordable, then struggle

KATE ROTHWELL,
EXECUTIVE Director of
Middlebury Regional
EMS, says ambulance

911 calls,” she said.
During the COVID-19

pandemic, EMS groups

across the county were on

to pay medical bills, squads and emergency the front lines pr(.)vid@ng

including ambulance medical services tests, administering

service bills, with their providers are under vaccines and educating

higher deductibles,” pressure to collect | residents.

Rothwell said. fees for the services “We strive to be a
Still, state  health they provide. healthcare provider for

officials have expressed
optimism about the future
of healthcare in Vermont. The legislature
recently passed two bills (H.266 and
S.126) that seek to rein in healthcare costs
while giving the state more oversight over
hospitals and insurers. However, they
warn that Trump’s recent spending laws
could jeopardize that progress.

In an interview with the Independent
this July, incoming Green Mountain Care
Board Executive Emily Brown said “The
Trump administration’s bill passed last
week will have a devastating impact on
our health care system and the patients
who rely on it. Many of our rural health
care providers already operate on razor
thin margins, and this bill will only inflate
the financial health care crisis in Vermont.”

Health officials agree that Vermont’s
healthcare system is facing an uncertain
future, but what remains abundantly clear
is that EMS, including rescue squads and
ambulance services, must pay for the cost
of providing services if they are to remain
open.

all our communities,” she
said

Rothwell emphasized that MREMS has
recently partnered with Porter Medical
Center and the Patricia Hannaford Career
Center to begin providing EMT and
Emergency Medical Responder classes.
Rothwell hopes that training and certifying
more healthcare professionals will not only
improve the Addison County healthcare
infrastructure, but will get younger people
interested in a challenging, but rewarding
career in medicine. She also hopes that the
partnership will help fill the ranks of local
rescue squads who are always in need of
trained and reliable health professionals
willing to step up to the challenge.

Addison County’s EMS community
realizes that the hardships they’re facing
are shared by EMS nationwide, but local
health professionals like Rothwell say
they’re here to stay, as they’re confident in
the life-saving services they provide and
the communities they serve.

“We have great community support,”
Rothwell said.

THANKING ALL LOCAL RESCUE SQUADS

FOR THEIR HARD WORK AND DEDICATION

New Installation

of Heat Pump A/C Units

Heating & Plumbing Services:
New Installations - Boilers,
Furnaces, Water Heaters

Mon.-Fri.
7am - 3pm

802-388-2296
24/7 Pager Service




PAGE 10 — Addison Independent + RESCUE « Thursday, September 4, 2025

New HAVEN FiIRsT RESPONSE IRWELL RESCUE SQUAD

Lisa LaPete Advanced EMT/Head Ryan Donnally EMT Peter Ochs, President Alex Kansky

of service Trever Nedeau EMT Mary Miller Jess Krol
Nikki Sickles EMT Haley Lauziere CPR/Firefighter Joe Miller Chad Geno
Rick Loyer EMT Kristen Hamel Advanced EMT Sandy Korda Katie Geno
Hunter Lloyd EMT Josh Deppman EMT

RipToN FIRE & RESCUE SHoOREHMAM FIRST RESPONSE

Mark Nelson, First Response Head Wendy Leeds, Hiker Rescue Kathryn Fitzsimmons, EMT, VEFR, EMT Student
Of Service, Captain, AEMT Erica Mathis, Firefighter Treasurer, Training Officer Paige Cummings, SVFD

Justin Allen, Lieutenant Will Mathis, Captain / EMR Ryan Fitzsimmons, SVFD Firefighter, VEFR, EMT

George Cammack, Cadet Tomas McElhaney, Hiker Rescue Lieutenant, VEFR, EMT Student

Jaime Cammack, Firefighter Laura Mclntosh, Hiker Rescue Student Justin Goodwin, EMT

Levi Doria, Hiker Rescue Reid Peck, Firefighter Peter Szymkowicz, AEMT, Head Grace Johnson, EMT student

Ross Elliot, Firefighter Chris Pike, Chief / EMR of Service Riley Benoit

Erik Eriksen, Retired Chief Colvin Pike, Cadet Kurtis Prouty, SVFD Captain,

Baxter Harrington, Hiker Rescue Elias Pike, Firefighter

Jay Harrington, Assistant Chief Zoe Pike, Firefighter / VEFR

Jack Hoyler, Cadet Irene Poole, Firefighter / EMT

John Hughes Jr., Firefighter Chris Roche, Firefighter

Alison Joseph, Administrative Gary Smith, Firefighter

Marty Kulczyk, Firefighter Joel Tickner, Hiker Rescue

Chris Lacey, Firefighter Graeham Zieger, Cadet
Bobby Lau, Firefightet/EMT Jim Zieger, Firefighter / VEVR
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CoLLEG

PATROL

Zane Barnwell
Sofia Bobroff
Abraham Barrow
Babe Brown
Abigail Weidner
Maya Purcell
Hanna Freund
Catherine Tracy
Rubi Murphy
Greg Wilhelm
Alex Hayes

Joe Morsman
Adelle MacDowell
Dahlia Saifee
Jack Dyer
Annika Stookey
Anna Kester

Riki Nakamura

Rebecca Lepinard

Alex Melville

Tom Spater Holt Witter Jake Freeman Julia Randolph
Isa Mitchel Laz Ritkin Sebastian Perez Jon Brooks
Max Hoganauer Daphne Wang Ruth Weeks Liam Purcell
Abigail Williams Finn Boyle Nick Bigelow Hazel Hendler
Will Roelofs Connor Stephen Dani Bronk Jack Wrigley
Bobby Eilers Celia Geci Luna Milligan Eric Asherman
Jake Lucarelli Madelyn Buxton Frankie Marston Sasha Hanna
Nina Kellogg Annika Hamm Diego Bradley

Addison County’s

Oldest Locally-Owned Tire Shop

Thank you Addison County

Firefighters for keeping

everyone in our Proud to Support our local

Fire and Rescue squads!
Thank you!

communities safe!

The Under-the-car

care specialist.

Let us help you drive safely. Stop in today!

33 Seymour Street | Middlebury | 802-388-7620 7409 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ste 1, New Haven VT 05472 « 802-723-2227
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STARKSBORO FIRST RESPONSE TownN LINE FIRST RESPONSE
Sprague Huntington Cheryl Estey Barb Wagner Paul Miller
Tracey Estey-Orvis Graham Huntington Chuck Welch Susan Nelson
Charlene Phelps Donna Woods Geoff Nelson

Ron Sunderland Donna Sumner

Jess Torrey Suzanna Goldblatt Clark

B o pamne

The residents of Bridport
would like to thank you
for your dedication and

commitment to the safety

of our community!

Fielding calls

A COMMUNICATIONS TECH monitors the screens at the Middlebury Regional
EMS. MREMS’s communications hub helps it to provide comprehensive,
professional, and reliable communication services 24 hours a day, county-

wide, for both fire and EMS agencies. According to MREMS, the service 82 CROWN POINT ROAD * BRIDPORT. VT 05734
handles nearly 4,000 911 calls annually. !
Photo courtesy of MREMS 802'758'2483




Addison Independent « RESCUE- Thursday, September 4, 2025 — PAGE 13

SENNES AREA RE

Crew Bertrand
Jonathan Borbas
Christina Brace
Josh Deppman
Adeline Dolley
Indigo Eisendrath
Brian Goodyear
Caleb Hunter
Rex Jewell
Justin LaFond
Lisa LaPete
Quinn Lawrence

SCUE SQUAD

Jenna Lindemann
Rick Loyer
Devin Major
Stephen Mathyas
Trever Nadeau
Emily Plasse
Capricia Smith
Grey Switzer
Jessica Torrey
Lydia Vaine
Hannah Webber
John Weber

WHiTiNG FIRST RESPONSE

Keith Hartline, President, EMT

Rick Iffland, Vice President,
EMT

Larry Wilbur, EMT, Training
Officer

Tammy Wilbur, EMT, Training
Officer

Elizabeth Curran, EMT, Health
& Safety Officer

Lindsay Delisle, VEFR

Noel Sinozich

Susan Sinozich

Benjamin Lawton

Dr. Robert Austin, Optometrist

THANK YOU, LOCAL RESCUE SQUADS,
FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND SERVICE

EMERGENCY & ROUTINE EYE EXAMS « FASHIONABLE EYEWEAR « CONTACT LENSES
Open every other Monday 8-4:30 and Tues-Fri 8-4:30 « Call for an appointment

27 Main Street, Vergennes (802) 877-2422

Thank you to all emergency
responders for your
unwavering service
to our community.

Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

1Main St., Vergennes
802-877-2661 * jackmanfuels.com

Insuring Emergency Service
Organizations since 1969

Zhank Yo

Addison County Rescue &
First Response Squads

for your dedication to our community.
We appreciate all you do!

:E:=‘= &= ..asubsidiary
=N & of the Glatfel-
g'- = ter Insurance

'-:'= g" Group

Automobile ® General Liability ® Management Liability
Portable Equipment ® Property ® Umbrella
Accident & Sickness ® Length of Service Awards Program

GAINES INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

154 Monkton Rd., Ferrisburgh ¢ 877-2878
www.gainesinsurance.com
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Being prepared

MREMS MEMBERS TAKE part in rescue training on a regular basis. The
service responds to nearly 3,000 emergency calls each year in the towns
of Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, Orwell, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham,
Weybridge, Whiting, part of New Haven and the Middlebury Snow Bowl in

Hancock.
Photo courtesy of MREMS

Baby

(Continued from Page 6)
and quick thinking prevailed.

“One of the substitutes (Kim
Hescock) that was there that day,
she was with (Corey) too, and she’s
like, ‘Oh, don’t worry! Larry delivers
calves all the time.” So it was kind of
humorous,” Tammy said.

Middlebury Volunteer Ambulance
Association (know called Middlebury
Regional EMS) arrived just in time to
provide postnatal care and assist with
the final moments of delivery.

“When Middlebury came, they
treated and supported the lady and the
baby, and the EMTs on Middlebury
came in and helped my wife with the
delivery. There were four of us there
on the delivery. We were all there, but
(Tammy) was actually right there,”
Larry said.

The baby, named Maxten Smith,
was born safely, weighing 8 and a half
pounds.

Larry recalled, “The father called, he
owned the auto parts store in Castleton,
and he called down and told one of the

people there, and she got word back
to me, and said, ‘You’re not going to
believe this. A farmer in Whiting just
delivered my baby!” But like I said, I
mean, we were all the delivery team.”

The Vermont Legislature honored the
first responders weeks later with House
Concurrent Resolution 55, which
honored not only the Smith family
and school staff but also highlighted
how rural communities pull together in
moments of crisis and joy alike.

Students in Lacey Smith’s class
even created artwork for Maxten, later
compiled into a scrapbook and sent to
the family.

Now, 14 years later, Tammy and
Larry Wilbur — still active EMTs
with Whiting First Response — point
to that day as a memorable moment in
their squad’s history. Though Whiting
Elementary School has since closed,
the story lives on as a reminder of
how small-town volunteer squads not
only respond to emergencies but also
become part of life’s most extraordinary
moments.
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Volunteers

(Continued from Page 8)
shortage of Vermont State Police on top of
already-low EMS numbers, local rescue
squads are stretched thin. Especially
with mental health calls becoming more
frequent in recent years.

“The mental health cases

Service of their intended squad to figure
out what plan makes the most sense.
The cadet program is also a great way to
give back to the community, especially
for people looking for experience before
going into the medical field.

Volunteering is part of the EMS
legacy in rural Vermont,

are real and they’re scary,”
LaPete said. “It’s really
hard.”

In hopes of increasing
their staff to help take
the strain off of existing
members, NHFR is always
looking for volunteers to
“give what you can.” While
they don’t offer pay, NHFR
will cover the cost for the
first responder certification

according to those who
do so. Having community
members who are willing
to look out for others
without the expectation of
compensation shows the
strength of our small state.
It is now more critical than
ever for people to take
renewed interest in this
longstanding  tradition.

course. The expectation
is that the new volunteer
will commit to serving
under NHFR for at least a
year after receiving their

certification. . person means the
To receive your national »
e world to me.
certification, one must

attend a semester’s worth
of classes, which typically
meetone to two times a week
from December to April.
Missing a class results in the inability to
obtain a certificate. Accelerated options
for training are available depending on the
different levels of certification required
for certain positions. Interested parties
should get in contact with the Head of

(14
M aking a

difference for one

Volunteer EMS  helps
build strong connections
within communities, as it
links trained professionals
directly to citizens. LaPete
herself had an experience
where she was able to
save the life of a woman

— Lisa LaPete = having a brain aneurysm
because the woman knew
her, knew her role in the
community and trusted

her.

“Making a difference for one person
means the world to me,” LaPete said.

If you might be interested in this
rewarding role, considering reaching out
to your local EMS squad.

Pittsford.

Putting others’ lives first

A MEMORIAL SERVICE to remember the 97 Vermonter first responders
who have died in the line of duty will take place at the Vermont Emergency
Services Memorialon Sunday, Sept. 21, st 1 p.m. The memorial is located
on the grounds of the Vermont Police and Fire Academy, Academy Road, in

At the ready

VERGENNES AREA RESCUE’s two ambulances are key to repsonding to

more than 1,000 calls a year.
Photo courtesy of Vergennes Area Rescue
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	ADDB_2025-09-04_001D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_002D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_003D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_004D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_005D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_006D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_007D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_008D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_009D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_010D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_011D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_012D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_013D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_014D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_015D Rescue
	ADDB_2025-09-04_016D Rescue

