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Brad and Connie are ready to help you make the kitchen or 
bath of your dreams into a reality! Come visit our kitchen 
and bath showroom where we will work with you to create 
the space you want. We also provide in-home consultations 
which helps in the process of creating the perfect design for 
your space. We’re here for it all!

WE’RE READY
(We know yours are busy.)

TO LEND A HAND! 

B R A D F O R D K I T C H E N A N D B A T H . C O M
Monday-Friday 8-5  •  Saturday 8-12  •  or by appointment  •  18 Creek Rd, Middlebury, VT

CALL US TODAY!
 (802) 458-8999  

• KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
• PLUMBING FIXTURES

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!
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Inside:Welcome

The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board ex-
tends a cordial invitation to you, and your friends and 
family to come see what’s happening at this year’s 
Addison County Fair & Field Days on July 29, 30, 31 
and August 1, 2, 2025. It is our pleasure to present 
the opportunity for area citizens to see what’s going 
on in the agricultural world, enjoy the quality products 
and crafts that their neighbors have produced, and 
just have a grand time at the fair. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all who have 
attended in previous years, exhibited in the past, and 
look forward to seeing new, as well as past visitors, 
during our 2025 fair.

Addison County Fair & Field Days, Inc.
1790 Field Days Rd, Vergennes, VT 05491
802-545-2557 (phone) • 802-329-2133 (fax)

Visit us at AddisonCountyFieldDays.com
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Message to Superintendents

About this Field Days Program
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Barn music

Duo Larry and Joe will play a 

unique blend of tunes in a special 

venue. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Potty pride

Bristol’s Independence Day 

Outhouse Race rolled into action 

for its 46th year. See Page 1B. 

Seniors
See our oldest residents paint, 

recreate and find the best living 

arrangements in Senior Lifestyles.

Senior
Lifestyles

A Special Publication of the Addison Independent  |  Thursday, July 10, 2025

CELEBRATED FOLK ARTIST Warren 
Kimball, 90, works with his wife, Lorraine, in 
a painting class at the East View retirement 
community in Middlebury this past week.

Independent photo/Steve James

End of voucher 

program cited

Locals brace for food assistance cuts 

New regulator sees rough time 

for state’s health care system SNAP eligibility, funding are changing

Cultivating  
emergency 
responders

Shelters 
see more 
demand 

CCV is now 

free for most 

VermontersGroup combats 

misinformation 

with postcards 

Federal cuts threaten state’s 

disaster preparation ability

Vt. looking to local agencies for flood response

Career Center course

to aid rescue squads

(See CCV, Page 13A)
(See Postcards, Page 13A)

(See First responders, Page 13A)

(See Motel vouchers, Page 17A)

(See Food cuts, Page 11A)

(See Brown, Page 17A)

(See Flooding, Page 12A)

What are farmers market 

prices like lately? What’s the 

minimum price for a pound of 

carrots? How do prices compare 

to last week? How about a year 

ago? Are they similar in different 

parts of the state? Get answers to 

these questions and more through 

a new Local Food Data Tracking 

Program that collects and 

analyzes prices on select categories 

of agricultural products. There 

are over 14 farmers markets in 

By MARIN HOWELL

LINCOLN — Local residents 

are joining a nationwide effort 

to use postcards to combat 

misinformation about national 

policies. 
Maryanne Roberts and Harriet 

Szanto have organized a postcard 

writing session at the Lincoln 

Library, where community 

members will gather this Friday, 

July 11, to write postcards for 

voters in Virginia. 

The postcards are aimed at 

countering disinformation and 

highlighting how the Trump 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY/VERGENNES 

— The July 1 sunset of the state’s 

motel voucher program has sent 

more than 300 vulnerable Vermont 

households into uncertain housing 

situations, and leaders at Addison 

County’s two homeless shelters are 

noting a corresponding uptick in 

demand.
What expired was an executive 

By IAN CURRY

VERMONT — The newly 

appointed leader of the Green 

Mountain Care Board, the 

state’s health care regulator, is 

keenly aware of the challenges 

she faces in keeping health care 

affordable and accessible to 

Vermonters.

The pressure high health 

insurances costs are placing 

on Vermont families and small 

businesses is the most urgent 

challenge facing the state’s 

health care system, Emily Brown 

told the Independent.

“The cost of Vermont’s 

By PAIGE HESCOCK

VERMONT — More 

Vermonters than ever now qualify 

for free college tuition, thanks 

to a major expansion of the 802 

Opportunity program at the 

Community College of Vermont 

(CCV). 
CCV recently increased its 

income eligibility threshold from 

$75,000 to $100,000, allowing 

75% of all Vermont households to 

be eligible for free tuition. 

Students can take classes at 12 

CCV offices around Vermont, 

including at the Addison County 

office at 3 Court St., third floor, in 

Middlebury.
In 2021, CCV partnered with 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Patricia Hannaford Career Center 

(PHCC) this fall will launch 

a new curriculum for aspiring 

emergency responders, some of 

whom could go on to fill the ranks 

of local rescue squads that are in 

almost constant need of trained, 

reliable health care professionals.

The new offering includes a 

two-year track that will allow 

students to earn credentials 

ranging from First Aid/CPR to 

Emergency Medical Technician 

and Certified Phlebotomy 

Technician.
PHCC’s own Stefanie E. 

By IAN CURRY

VERMONT — The familiar anxieties 

surrounding Vermont’s summer storms are 

more intense this year with policy 

discussions in Washington, D.C., and 

recent federal funding cuts casting 

uncertainty over the future of disaster 

relief programs that have helped 

Vermont in the past.

This week marks the anniversary 

of the July 2023 and July 2024 floods 

that brought record rains to Vermont 

and devastated communities across 

the state. Many Addison County 

towns were hurt by fast rising, fast 

flowing rivers and streams. 

Now, state and local officials are 

worried that staff and funding reductions at 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) could harm Vermonters’ ability to 

respond and recover from disasters. 

“President Trump’s threat to phase out and 

politicize disaster aid is completely asinine,” 

Vermont U.S. Sen. Peter Welch said late last 

week. “Shuttering FEMA would hurt 

communities in blue and red states 

alike and put millions of Americans 

in harm’s way every year.”

Speaking from the White House 

in June, President Trump said that 

FEMA could be eliminated as soon as 

December, suggesting that the federal 

government would provide far less 

assistance to states affected by natural 

disasters. FEMA has already lost 20% 

of its permanent staff and cancelled 

billions of dollars’ worth of grants 

for infrastructure upgrades across the 

country.
Acknowledging needs to reform FEMA, Welch 

has offered legislation to do that, rather than give 

THE VERGENNES FALLS basin overflows with stormwater in July 2023 after 36 

hours of heavy rain. On the anniversaries of massive flooding in 2023 and 2024, 

Vermonters are assessing how to prepare for future deluges.
Photo by Mike Daniels

“President 

Trump’s 

threat to 

phase out 

and politicize 

disaster aid 

is completely 

asinine.”
— U.S. Sen. 

Peter Welch

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — 

President Donald Trump last week 

signed into law a massive tax-and-

spending bill that includes funding 

cuts and other changes to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP), a food assistance 

program that serves more than 40 

million people around the country.

Thousands of Vermonters will 

likely find it more difficult to get 

food.
In Vermont, the SNAP program 

is known as 3SquaresVT and 

serves more than 60,000 residents. 

It is available to individuals who 

meet income and other eligibility 

requirements. Each month, 

participants receive funds to help 

purchase food at stores and farmers 

markets. 
While the full impact of changes 

to the program won’t be felt right 

away, food access advocates 

anticipate those impacts will 

ultimately be far-reaching. 

“SNAP is not only the most 

effective anti-hunger program, 

it’s an important and successful 

economic stimulus program, 

which keeps 155 million federal 

dollars in our state annually,” 

said Ivy Enoch, the SNAP policy 

& training lead at Hunger Free 

Vermont. “The changes in funding 

and eligibility in this legislation 

will have devastating ripple effects 

across our state — harming our 

small businesses, farmers, farmers 

markets, grocery stores, and 

Independent spectacle

APPRECIATIVE SPECTATORS LINED the 1.6-mile route through the Bristol streets this past Friday morning for the annual Fourth of 

July parade, which was as big and fantastic as ever. Sprinkled in among the horses, acrobats, Scouts, bikes, bands and floats, one could 

see Arlo the Peace Dove (above) created for the parade and carried by the group Indivisible Northeast Addison County, a phalanx of 

Bristol firefighters (below right), and patriotic sisters Jaelyn, 11, and Elisea Potter, 8, of Monkton enjoying the show while they wait for 

the next load of candy. See more photos on Pages 4A and 10A.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Smirkus!
The traveling circus is coming to 
Middlebury this weekend. Read 
about it in Arts + Leisure. 

By the wayBy the way

Diving in
The Champs swim team began its 
summer season by splitting two 
meets. See Sports, Page 1B.

Dove tale
A local artist’s towering papier-maché sculpture will be in Bristol’s 

July 4 parade. See Page 2A. 

Jailed individuals speak through 
art and poems in Sheldon exhibit

Two advance for Addison-4 seat
Marketplace keeps health care costs affordable

Mixed feelings on education reform bill Citizens are confused or concerned

Real estate market still good for sellers

Dems recommend Albert & Sharpe

They tell their story in ‘Finding Hope’

Home decarbonization gaining momentum 

Support for clean energy projects still available 

Panel eyes future of Ripton school

(See Clean energy, Page 8A)

(See Homeowners, Page 18A)

(See Sheldon, Page 12A)

(See Real estate, Page 17A)

(See Education reform, Page 9A)

(See Healthcare, Page 9A)

(See Running, Page 10A)

On Sunday, July 13, 
Middlebury Festival on-the-
Green volunteers will be setting 
up the staging, chairs, and a 
lot more to get ready for the 

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — According 
to one of Addison County’s most 
experienced residential real estate 
appraisers, the volume of sales 
in the county picked up in recent 
months, while values continue to 
appreciate across the board.Bill Benton, the head of 

Benton Real Estate Appraisers 
in Vergennes, also a lister in 
Vergennes and formerly the head 
lister in Middlebury, discussed 
with the Independent what remains 
a sellers’ market. 

Benton cautioned he does not yet 
have resale data — sale prices of 
the same property over time — to 
confirm what could be a surge in 
county real estate values in the past 
six months. Still, according to his 
company’s analysis of sales so far 
this year, the median sales price of 
county homes sold rose 18% over 
2024’s median to $489,900.That’s based on the sale of 105 

homes so far this year through the 
Multiple Listing Service (MLS) 
run by the Realtors’ organization. 

By JOHN FLOWERSRIPTON — A panel of Ripton 
residents and Addison Central 
School District officials will 
spend this summer brainstorming 
potential future uses for the Ripton 
Elementary School (RES) building, 
which closed its doors to local 

K-5 instruction last month due to 
declining student enrollment.And ACSD Superintendent 

Wendy Baker confirmed to the 
Independent the RES building 
won’t sit idle into the fall; it will be 
used by the district and the Ripton  (See Ripton school, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERSBRISTOL — Democratic 
leaders in the towns of Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton and Starksboro 
have given Gov. Phil Scott two 
names to consider as he prepares 
to appoint someone to serve out 
the rest of a two-year term vacated 
last month by former Addison-4 
House Rep. Mari Cordes, a Bristol 

Democrat.
Both hopefuls need little 

introduction.They are former longtime 
Addison-4 Rep. Dave Sharpe, 
D-Bristol, who served from 
2003-2019 and for several years 
chaired the House Education 
Committee; and Jeanne Albert of 

By MARIN HOWELL ADDISON COUNTY — It was 
around one year ago that a free 
program aimed at helping county 
residents decarbonize their homes 
got into full swing. That program is an initiative of the 

Climate Economy Action Center of 
Addison County known as Addison 
County Energy Navigators.Through the program, residents 

receive free one-on-one support 

in identifying ways to reduce their 
homes’ carbon footprint and utility 
bills. 

This summer, the Energy 
Navigators program is continuing 
to expand its reach and closing in on 
a key milestone. Energy Navigators 
Director Shannon Bryant said the 
team has completed 96 energy 
navigations with local homeowners 
and renters and expects to reach 

By MARIN HOWELL ADDISON COUNTY — 
Lawmakers in Washington, 
D.C., have spent recent weeks 
deliberating on a massive tax-and-
spending bill that appears all but 
ready to reach President Donald 
Trump’s desk by July 4. That legislation includes 

proposed phase-outs for various 
clean energy tax credits, such as 
those for energy audits and rooftop 
solar. For example, a residential 
clean energy credit currently 
slated to be terminated by the bill 
has offered an annual tax credit 
for qualifying homeowners who 

By IAN CURRY, BEE ECKELS 
& MARIA BARRADDISON COUNTY — 

“Rushed.” That’s the word several Addison 
County residents have used to 
describe the sweeping changes 
to Vermont’s education system 
signed into law by Gov. Phil Scott 
on Tuesday. H.454 aims to radically 

transform the way Vermont’s 

schools are funded and run over 
the next few years. The 155-page 
bill will likely see the state move 
to consolidate many of its school 
districts, while implementing 
class-size minimums and 
restructuring the way tax revenue 
is collected and distributed to 
schools across the state.Key provisions of H.454 do not 

go into effect for another three 

By IAN CURRYVERMONT — Healthcare 
insurance premiums in Vermont 
consistently rank among the 
highest in the nation. Paying a health insurance 

premium is not easy.For someone over age 30, the 
cheapest unsubsidized individual 
plan available from a private 
health insurance company in 
Vermont costs $807.97 per month, 
not including any additional out-
of-pocket healthcare expenses, 
according to Melanie Clark, 
a Vermont Health Connect 
Certified Application Counselor in 
Middlebury. At that rate, someone making 

Vermont’s minimum wage would 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — “R.G.” 
spends most of his time confined 
to a 90-square-foot cell in the 
Southern State Correctional Facility 
in Springfield, the price he’s paying 
for the crimes for which he was 
convicted. He shares — with a 
cellmate — a desk, a cot, a chair, a 
toilet and a sink.But in his mind, R.G. is a wild 

goose, soaring high above his 
solitary-but-cacophonous carceral 
setting, his beloved wife fluttering 
alongside him.It’s a metaphor for the brief visits 

he’s allowed with his spouse.R.G. committed his reverie 
to words, in a poem titled, 
“Homecoming.”

THIS COLORFUL BLANKET is among a collection of artwork and 

poetry created by inmates in Vermont’s prison system and can 

be seen as part of a new exhibit at the Henry Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History.

Independent photo/John Flowers

The big uphillCYCLISTS RIDING IN Saturday’s Vermont Gran Fondo dig deep during the steepest part of the climb 

up Route 125 in Hancock heading up to the Middlebury Gap. See more photos on Page 16A.Independent photo/Steve James

Ring of fireAN ENTERTAINER IN the Cirque de Fuego fire performance troupe gets lots of ooohhs and aaahhs as she spins a fiery hoop during 

the celebrations of Town Hall Theater’s big addition in downtown Middlebury this past Friday. See more photos on Pages 4A and 11A.Independent photo/Steve JamesProudly Serving Addison County
Farmers for over 6 Decades!

“Family owned and operated” 
Weekly Monday & Thursday Livestock Auctions

Specializing in dairy replacement & herd dispersals

802-388-2661, VT Toll Free 800-339-COWS or 802-989-1507
Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740 • www.accscattle.com

ADDISON COUNTY
COMMISSION SALES

Sales Manager/Owner T.G. Wisnowski & Son

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT

24/7 Pager Service
Mon.-Fri.

7am - 3pm
802-388-2296

Air Conditioning: 
Service - Troubleshoot 

• New Installation of Heat Pump A/C Units 

Heating & Plumbing Services: 
New Installations – Boilers, Furnaces, 

Water Heaters • Service - Troubleshoot 

We are there when 
you need us!

The Addison Independent will publish the results of many 
Field Days competitions. Event superintendents should take 
their results to the Field Days office immediately after the 
events. Field Days staff will make copies and the Independent 
will publish the information as quickly as possible. 

Thank you!

Addison County Fair 
and Field Days draws folks 

from around the county 
and around the state to the 

fairgrounds in New Haven 
every summer. The fair draws more 

people than any other event in Addison County, and for 
good reason. The best farmers, sugarmakers, cooks and 
bakers compete for bragging rights — as do those brave men 
and women who get behind the wheel in the demolition derby 
and the tractor pull (not to mention the folks who work with 
the powerful draft horses and oxen). More often than not, the 
winners turn out to be our neighbors, or the folks down the 
road whom we see at the grocery store and at our kids’ school 
concerts.

Kids with cows, calves, sheep, lambs — livestock of all 
kinds — work for weeks and months leading up to the fair, 
grooming their animals and running them through their paces 
for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted 
Leona Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters try to earn the 

Frances Monroe Youth Award.
Contestants young and old — and every age between — 

gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and 
spices from the pantry; then whip them up into a smorgasbord 
of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the 
Food Department. 

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and 
pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by 
the ton and plenty of fun and scary rides on the midway.

This booklet, which is filled with Addison Independent 
photographs from last year’s fair, is designed to serve as a 
guide to Field Days. A complete schedule of events can be 
found as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers. 

Entertainment at the fair comes not just in the form of bands, 
dancers and a popular magician, but also includes the ever-
popular armwrestling on Friday night. The popular karaoke 
contest returns, as does the Vermont Products Dinner.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair 
— July 29-Aug. 2. Don’t miss any of it!
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

 YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

                   30% OFF30% OFF**

New Fall
Styles Arriving Soon

SELF-SERVESELF-SERVE
Dog WashDog Wash

OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY
Introducing Fromm’s Introducing Fromm’s 

PURRSNICKITTY CAT FOODPURRSNICKITTY CAT FOOD

Your

Headquarters

                   
30%30%
OFFOFFWhile supplies last. While supplies last. 

Addison County’s best selection of Addison County’s best selection of 
Jackets, Shirts, Pants, Coats, BibsJackets, Shirts, Pants, Coats, Bibs
& more for Men, Women & Kids& more for Men, Women & Kids

MUMSMUMS
are coming!are coming!

Hungry BirdHungry Bird
Suet Suet 

2 for $52 for $5

 Sale ends 8/31/25 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last. In-stock merchandise only Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer. Sale ends 8/31/25 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last. In-stock merchandise only Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.

Hungry BirdHungry Bird
Suet BallsSuet Balls

Buy 2 for $5Buy 2 for $5

Shorts & Graphic Shorts & Graphic 
Tees  Men & WomenTees  Men & Women

Select Nursery StockSelect Nursery Stock

20-50% 20-50% OFFOFF
While supplies last. Excludes houseplantsWhile supplies last. Excludes houseplants

 Sale ends 8/17/25 Sale ends 8/17/25

 Sale ends 8/17/25 Sale ends 8/17/25

Free Samples AvailableFree Samples Available
An instant $5 rebate An instant $5 rebate   

when spending $10  when spending $10  
on the brandon the brand

All FlavorsAll Flavors
$3.99 each 12 oz$3.99 each 12 oz

Super Sale Super Sale 
on Select Summer Clothingon Select Summer Clothing
In-stock items only. While supplies last. In-stock items only. While supplies last. 

Sale ends 8/17/25*Sale ends 8/17/25*
  

Check Check 
out our out our 
selection selection 
of outdoor of outdoor 
games and games and 
water toyswater toys

Cutter Cutter 
Backyard Backyard 

Bug control Bug control 
Spray Spray 

$9.99 $9.99 
reg $16.99

Cutter Cutter 
Backwoods Backwoods 

Insect Insect 
RepellentRepellent

$5.99 $5.99 
reg $6.99

All Glazed Patio All Glazed Patio PotteryPottery
& Birdbaths& Birdbaths

30% OFF30% OFF**
Select Select CARHARTTSCARHARTTS  

for for Kids, InfantsKids, Infants
& Toddlers& Toddlers

Concentrate 32 oz.

Mealworm FlavorMealworm Flavor
Regular $3.99 each 12 ozRegular $3.99 each 12 oz
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2025 Admission

2025-2026  
Board of Directors

GENEROSITY

Set up your regular donation and help  
sustain & grow award-winning  

local journalism in our community.

THANK YOU!

GIVE
YEARLY

GIVE 
WEEKLY

GIVE 
MONTHLY

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/ALL-STARS

IT’S TIME TO SOW
Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission, 
re-admission, grandstands, all Field Days shows & 
exhibits. Ticket office opens at 7:30 am.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)
Tuesday – Friday Daily Admission........................ $15.00 
Saturday Daily Admission...................................... $20.00
SEASON PASS..................................................... $60.00 
SENIOR DISCOUNT Free on Tuesday with Green 
Mountain Passport

(Green Mtn Passports can be purchased
at your local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily Admission.......................................................... $5.00 
SEASON PASS........................................................ $20.00

CHILDREN (5 years and under) FREE all days.

RIDE BRACELETS – Good for ALL day $25
Go to www.dreamlandamusements.com 

for pre-fair-special deals

PRESIDENT: Cindy Kayhart, 343-3862
VICE PRESIDENT: Bruce Putnam, 349-6107
SECRETARY: Kathy Nisun, 352-6630
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 545-2279
MEMBERS AT LARGE:
William Roleau, 453-3713
Tricia Foster, 233-2821
Kenneth Button, 922-3455
Megan Sutton, 545—2475
Mike Reed, 759-2054
Paul Quesnel, 989-0187
Benj Deppman, 734-1381
Chris Acker, 343-0177
BUSINESS MANAGER: Katie Shimel 545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER:Leonard Barrett, 349-4179
ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 353-1516

Cover photo by Steve James/Addison Independent
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2025 Dedication

Tickets available now at: 
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt’s Store in 

Bridport, the Field Days office  
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. 

Beginning July 27th, 
tickets will only be available 

at the Field Days office. 
                   Call 545-2557                          

“The Taste
     of Vermont”

at Addison County Fair & Field Days
Dining Hall • Tuesday, July 29th

Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $15   Children 10 & under: $8

Green Mountain 
Passport Day

Opening Day Parade
6:00PM

Sanctuary Band 
7:00PM

Maple Candy

Deb’s Baked Beans

Pratt’s Store

Roast Pork

Carrot Cake

Sweet Corn

Supplies

Vegetables

Cheddar Cheese

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
Bracelet Rides – ALL DAY for $25

Apple Crisp

Chicken
Cider

Dairy Products

Vegetables

Scalloped Potatoes

Country Classic Ham

Pizza

Tickets 

Sell Out!
Hosted at the Dining Hall

Served by participating vendors 

 
 

           & the MUHS Football 

John Zecher
This year the Board of Directors is dedicating 

our handbook to a past director and dear friend, 
John Zecher.  John passed away this winter, but his 
work growing the Children’s Barnyard at Addison 
County Fair and Field Days lives on to the delight of 
the many children who visit this special place every 
year at the Fair. 

John served over ten years as a director of our fair 
and was always in charge of the Children’s Barnyard.  John contacted the owners of 
chickens, goats, pigs, calves, ducks, geese, rabbits, and miniature horses and donkeys. 
His efforts encouraged these animal owners to bring their critters to the Fair to exhibit 
in this favorite place for children.  Petting areas were created, eggs were hatched, 
animals were fed, and pens cleaned, making this a space where kids could touch live 
farm animals and enjoy watching them up close and personal.

Even after John was no longer on the board, he could be found in the Children’s 
Barnyard talking to the kids and parents and enjoying the animals himself.  He also 
delivered Field Days posters and flyers to all the stores in Addison County, making sure 
that there would be plenty of people at the Fair to enjoy the animals.

John, we will miss your smile and your love of the Fair.   Thank you for making the 
Children’s Barnyard the favorite place it will always be.
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Join Us in building the future of 
Addison County Fair & Field Days
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f $

50
0,

00
0!

Field Days is more than an agricultural fair; it is a hub for 
our community. Thousands of visitors attend each year to 
discover and celebrate the agricultural identity of Addison 
County. Your support in this capital campaign will ensure 

that Field Days remains a vibrant space for all.

Please make a tax deductible 
donation today to our 
501(c)(3) nonprofit.

Checks should be made payable to: 
Addison County Fair & Field Days

1790 Field Days Rd, Vergennes, VT 05491

$50,000

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$500,000
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2025 Daily Activities How to get to Field Days

To RutlandTo Fair Haven

10am - 10pm.......................... Children’s Barnyard Open
10am - 10pm ........................4-H & Youth Building Open
10am - 10pm ............ Antique Equipment Building Open
9am - 9pm.............................. Maple Sugar House Open
10am - 6pm..........................Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos 
	 (Twist O’Wool Guild tent) 
10am - 10pm.Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations
	 (forestry building)
10am - 10pm.......... Home & Garden Building Open with
	 Continuous Craft Demos
10am - 10pm......Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open 
10am - 6pm....... NEW Chain Saw Artist Demonstrations
11am - 8pm...................................... NEW Free Mini Golf
Daily............Maple Products Demo (maple sugarhouse) 
12pm - 12am....................Midway Open (approximately)
1pm - 4pm....................... Milking Parlor Demonstrations

Please Note: Most exhibits will  be removed 
on  Saturday night at 10:00.

By CAROLINE JIAO
Nearly every year since the late 

1960s, the young and the old with 
a special loyalty to hand tools 
gather to show their skills at the 
Addison County Fair and Field 
Days hand-mowing competition. 

On every “ready, set, mow!” a 
contestant lifts their scythe and 
ventures into the tall grass, and 
just minutes later, a strip of the 
field is left with clean stubs and 
freshly mowed hay. 

Judd Markowski, one of the co-
organizers for the past six years, 
performs as a lively and humorous 
emcee who usea his commentary 
to attract passing fairgoers to join 
the audience.

One may wonder about the 
use of these labor-intensive 
hand tools in modern days with 
various electric or fuel-powered 
machines — what’s the point of 
hand-mowing when a tractor can 

perform the job so much faster? 
Pau Schwartzkopf, a skilled 

contestant and a volunteer judge, 
has an answer. 

“When my first-born son was a 
baby, I’d start the gas mower and 
it would wake him up. So I didn’t 
have time to mow because I was a 
new parent. When I did have time, 
he was napping, and I’d wake him 
up,” he explained his dilemma. 
“So I would play around with the 
scythe more and more when he 
was sleeping. Then I got pretty 
good at it. He’d be sleeping in 
the garden, and I could mow right 
around him and not wake him up.”

This was a dozen years ago, 
and now he only uses scythes to 
mow his property. The baby who 
enjoyed that serenity of hand-
mowing rhythms competed for 
the  first time this past summer. 

Schwartzkopf is not the only 
one who brought his children 

Old & young alike appear in hand-mowing competition

HANDMOWING VOLUNTEER ORGANIZER Judd Markowski shows 
how the craft is done while competitor Finn Yarborough waits his turn 
with scythe in hand at the Field Days Handmowing competition.

Independent file photo/Caroline Jiao

in 2024. Finn Yarborough of 
Ferrisburgh lined up with his three 
sons for their turns. 

“The contest is a very supportive 

place, and it’s a really fun place to 
learn,” Yarborough said. 

His hand-mowing experience 
(See Handmowing, Page 21)
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

TUESDAY
8:30.................. Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior

Horse Show (Horse Arena)
9:00.................. 4-H Dairy Conformation Classes

(animal show arena)
10:30................ Antique Equipment Demos

(Antique Equipment Area)
11:00-8:00.......... **NEW This Year** Mini Golf - FREE
12:00.................Dig for Treasure! (Youth Activity Area - FREE)
12:0.................. Wheels of Ag Game Show (Dairy Area)
12:00................ Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
1:00.................. Midway Opens (approximately)

$25 all day ride bracelets
1:00.................. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1:00.................. Circus Adventure (Entertainment Show Area)
1:00-5:00  ........ Children’s Activities (Child’s barn yard) - Free
1:30.................. Antique Equipment Demos

(Antique equipment area)
1:30.................. 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit building
1:30.................. Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
2:00.................. Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration

(sheep show tent)

3:00.................. 	Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3:00.................. Antique Equipment Demos

(Antique equipment area)
3:00.................. The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area)
3:00.................. Wheels of Ag Game Show (Dairy Area)
4:30.................. Buffalo Barfield Unherd- of- Entertainment
5:00.................. 	Gymkhana (Horse Area)
5:15 ................. Vermont Products Dinner 1st setting 

dining hall)
5:30.................. Wheels of Ag Game Show (dairy area)
5:30.................. Slate Valley Raceway RC Dirt race cars

(Butterfield Arena)
6 p.m.	 Vermont Products Dinner - 2nd 
setting (dining hall)

6:00................The Silver Circus Show
(entertainment show area)

6:00................Field Days Opening Parade
6:30................Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show
7:00................G. Stone Motors Demo Derby (Tractor Pad)
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Champlain Valley Equipment
Middlebury, Colchester, St. Albans

Berlin, Derby
802-388-4967

www.champlainvalleyequipment.com
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Field Days Grounds Map

1.	 Jim Foster, Jr Welcome Center
2.	 Public Safety Building
3.	 Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth
4.	 4-H Exhibit Building
5.	 Youth Food Booth
6.	 Field Days Main Office
7.	 Milking Parlor & Dairy Bar
8.	 Dairy Palace Arena
9.	 Bandstand
10.	Twist O Wool Guild Tent
11.	Picnic Pavilion
12.	Show Tent
13.	Handmowing Area
14.	Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15.	Horse Area Manager’s Booth
16.	4-H Dairy Barn
17.	Open Dairy/Beef Barn
18.	Tractor Barn
19.	Antique Equipment Building
20.	Entertainment Show Area
21.	Frances Monroe Home & Garden Ctr.
22.	Sara McCarty Children’s Barnyard
23.	Sheep Tents
24.	Pony Rides & Free Youth Activities
25.	Infant Comfort Station
26.	Addison County Toy Barn
27.	Poultry Barn
28.	Kelly James Natural Resource Pavilion

27

26
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Schedule of Events
Continued from page 10
7:00................Local Band- tinyussmallus (bandstand)
7:00................Local Band- Sanctuary (show tent)

WEDNESDAY
8:30................English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr.

& Sr. Horse Show (horse area) 
9:00................Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires,

 Milking Shorthorns (animal show arena)
9:30................Ox Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10:00-12:00....Children’s Activities

(children’s barnyard area) - FREE 
10:30..............Antique Equipment Demos (antique

 equipment area) 
10:30..............Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show 
11:00..............Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
12:00..............Midway Opens $25 all day ride bracelets
12:00..............Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
12:00..............Dig for Treasure!

(Youth activity area) - FREE 

12:00..............Goat Show (sheep show tent)
12:00	 Wheels of Agriculture Game 
Show (dairy area) 

1:00................Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad) 
1:00................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area) 
1:30................Antique Equipment Demos

(antique equipment area)
1:30................4-H Hands on Workshop 

4-H exhibit building) 
1:30................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment 
2:00-5:00........Children’s Activities

(children’s barnyard area) - FREE 
2:00................Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration

(sheep show tent) 
2:00................Juggling Workshop w/Silver Circus

 (entertainment show area)
2:30................Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

Flat of 20 Super Jumbo  $6.75
18 Pack Large  ................. $5.75
Pullets flat of 30 ............. $2.50
Jumbo dozen .................... $4.25
Cage Free XL dozen ........ $4.25 
X-Large dozen .................. $4.00 
Large dozen ...................... $3.75 
Medium dozen ................. $3.00
Cage Free Large dozen .. $4.00
Our famous 
Hairline Crax ................. $1.75

All Natural Cage-Free Eggs Available

PLUS!  Milk, 
Cheese, 

Butter,  OJ, 
Maple Syrup 

& More!

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

The Devoid
The Devoid

FamilyFamily

Since 1946
Since 1946

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  • (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)
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Schedule of Events

3:00................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show
(dairy area) 

3:00................Antique Equipment Demos
(antique equipment area) 

3:00................Pirate man Dan (Show tent) 
3:30................4-H Hands on Workshop

(4-H exhibit building) 
3:30................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area)
4:30	 Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-
Entertainment (show tent) 

5:00................Youth Beef Clipping & Fitting
Demonstration (animal show arena) 

5:30................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show
(dairy area) 

6:00................The Silver Circus Show
(entertainment show area) 

6:30................Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show
7:00................Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda 

Rock (signup at 6:30) (show tent) 
7:00................G. Stone Motors Demolition Derby

(tractor pad)
7:00................The VT Bluegrass Pioneers (bandstand)

THURSDAY
8:00................Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show

(horse area) 
9:00................4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship

Classes (animal show arena)
9:00................4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show

(sheep show tent) 
10:00..............Hand Mowing Contest

(antique equipment demo area)
10:00..............VTPA-Antique & Enhanced Antique 

Tractor Pulls 
10:30..............Pony Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10:30..............Antique Equipment Demos

(antique equipment area) 
(See Schedule of Events on page 15)

Continued from page 13
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Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988

759-2562 
4373 Rt 17 West  
Addison, Vermont

Reed’sReed’s
EquipmentEquipment

Schedule of Events

10:30..............Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show
11:00..............Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent)

(sign-ups at 10:00)
11:30..............Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) 
12:00..............Midway Opens (approximately)

$25 all day ride bracelets
12:00..............Dig for Treasure!

(Youth activity area) - FREE
12:00..............Wheels of Agriculture Game Show

(dairy area)
1:00-5:00........Children’s Activities

(children’s barnyard area) - FREE 
1:00................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area)
1:30................Antique Equipment Demos

(antique equipment area)
1:30................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment

 (show tent)
1:30................4-H Hands on Workshop

(4-H exhibit building)
2:30	 Tom Joyce, The Magic Man 
(bandstand)

3:00................Antique Equipment Demos
(antique equipment area) 

3:00................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show
(dairy area)

3:30................4-H Hands on Workshop
(4-H exhibit building) 

3:30................The Silver Circus Show
(Entertainment Show Area)

4:00................Beef Showmanship/Fitting Show
(Senior, Intermediate, Junior, & Novice)
& Market Classes (animal show arena) 

4:30................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
(show tent) 

5:30................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show
(dairy area)

5:30................Miniature Horse Team Hitching
(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

Continued from page 15

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Where Personalized Service Matters”
Auto  •  Home

Farm  •  Commercial

802- 877-2878
154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
Across from Aubuchon Hardware

www.gainesinsurance.com



Field Days • Official Program • The Addison Independent • July 24, 2025Page 16

Schedule of Events

Demonstration (children’s barnyard area) 
6:00................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area)
6:00................Animal Costume Class

(animal show arena) 
6:30................Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show 
7:00................LTD (Living the Dream) (bandstand) 
7:00................G. Stone Motors Demolition Derby

(tractor pad) (tractor pad) 
7:00-9:00........Good-Time Line Dancing demo/

instruction (Show Tent)

FRIDAY
8:30................Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
9:00................Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent) 
9:00................VTPA- Garden Division- Youth, Adult

Stock, Sport, Stock, ATV, Super Stock 
Open, Pro Diesel, 4 Cyl Mods (tractor pad) 

9:30................Draft Horse Show (horse area) 
10:00-12:00....Children’s Activities

(children’s barnyard area) - FREE 
10:00..............Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent) 
10:00..............Working Steer & Ox Show

(Animal Show Arena) 
10:00..............Horse Pulling (Butterfield Arena) 

10:30	 Antique Equipment Demos 
(antique equipment area) 

10:30..............Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show 
12:00..............Dig for Treasure!

(Youth activity area) - FREE 
12:00..............Midway Opens

$25 all day ride bracelets 
12:00	 Wheels of Agriculture Game 
Show (dairy area) 

12:00..............PeeWee Dairy Showmanship
(animal show arena) 

12:15..............Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment
(Show Tent) 

1:00................Tractor Trivia - Strolling Game Show 
1:00................Tom Joyce, Magician (bandstand) 
1:00................4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area) 
1:00................The Silver Circus Show (Entertainment

Show Area) 

1:30................Antique Equipment Demos
(antique equipment area) 

1:30................4-H Hands on Workshop
(4-H exhibit building) 

2:00-5:00........Children’s Activities
(children’s barnyard area) – FREE 

2:00................Magic Workshop w/Silver Circus
(entertainment show area) 

2:45................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment
(Show Tent) 

3:00................Future Showmanship/Fitting Class & Beef 
Conformation & Group Classes
(animal show arena) 

3:00................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show
(dairy area) 

3:00................Antique Equipment Demos
(antique equipment area) 

3:30................4-H Hands on Workshop
(4-H exhibit building) 

3:30................The Silver Circus Show
(Entertainment Show Area)

4:00................Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) 
5:00................Arm-wrestling-Kids 16 & under

(sign up at 4:00) (show tent) 
5:30................Wheels of Agriculture Game Show

(dairy area) 
5:30................Miniature Horse Team Hitching

Demonstration (children’s barnyard area) 
6:00................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area) 
6:00................VTPA- Street Stock, Mod Trucks, 2WD

 trucks, Hot Farm & Altered Farm
7:00................Arm-wrestling-Adults (weigh-ins 5:00pm)

(show tent) 
7:00................Blues and Beyond Band (bandstand)

SATURDAY
9:00................Open Dairy Show- Jersey, Brown Swiss

& Guernsey 
9:30................Draft Horse Show (horse area)
9:00................VTPA-Farmstock, Open 4WD, Hot Farm,

SS 4x4, Altered Farm, St Legal Semi, 
Single Engine Mod Pulls (tractor pad)

Continued from page 15

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)
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Schedule of Events

10:00-12:00....Children’s Activities
(children’s barnyard area) - FREE 

10:30..............Antique Equipment Demos
(antique equipment area) 

10:00..............Youth and Other 4-H Sheep Show
12:00..............Midway Opens (approximately)

$25 all day ride bracelets
12:00..............Baked Bean Contest & Samples

(picnic pavilion) 
12:00..............NYTPA = SS, 4×4, 4.1 Tractors & Super

Farm and Limited ProTractor pulls 
(tractor pad)

12:30..............Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) 
1:00................Backwoods Gun & Tackle Sling Shot

Competition (sign up at 12:00)
(Butterfield Arena)

1:00................Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic
Six Qualifier (horse area)

1:00................The Silver Circus Show

(Entertainment Show Area) 
1:30................Youth Poultry Show (Bandstand)
1:30................Antique Equipment Demos

(antique equipment area) 
1:30................4-H Hands on Workshop

(4-H exhibit building)
1:30................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment

(Show Tent) 
2:00-5:00........Children’s Activities

(children’s barnyard area) - FREE
2:00................Clown Workshop w/Silver Circus

(entertainment show area)
2:30................Backwoods Gun & Tackle Turkey Calling

Contest (Butterfield Arena) 
3:00................4H & Other Youth Poultry Showmanship 

Children’s Barnyard area) 
3:00................Antique Equipment Demos

(antique equipment area) 
3:30................Backwoods Gun & Tackle Duck & Goose

(See Schedule of Events on page 19)

Continued from page 16

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call Sean at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.Call Sean at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 50+ locations for your copy of 
Addison County’s award-winning community newspaper!

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount    
 Beverage
Champlain Farms
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Morningside Bakery
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Broughton’s Big Country 

Hardware
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount  

Beverage
Champlain Farms

Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Goodro Lumber
Jiffy Mart
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Hare and the Dog
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields

Middlebury Discount 
Beverage

Middlebury Natural Foods 
Co-op

Middlebury Short Stop
Otter Creek Bakery
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
Vermont Book Shop
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
Russell Memorial Library
ORWELL:
Orwell Free Library

RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store
SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 (seasonal)
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners  

Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Hare and the Dog
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
PAPERS ALSO AVAILABLE 

AT:
Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab
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Artful friends

Call it a pal-ette. Four buddies 

with a love of painting gather and 

now have a show. Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Mixed results

Eagle and Tiger teams played in 

quarterfinals; some advanced, and 

some didn’t. See Sports, Page 1B.

Diaper drive

The Middlebury Lions Club 

recently gave a big assist to new 

parents. See Page 2A.

Homeless still among us, but less visible Court stalls closure of 

Northlands Job Corps

County prepping for many ‘No Kings Day’ protests

Shelters brace for federal impacts

Banned 
words are 
on display 
in Bristol

Middlebury 
takes stand on 

Medicaid cuts

(See ‘No Kings Day,’ Page 18A)

(See Middlebury, Page 3A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

ADDISON COUNTY — Folks north of 65 

who did a lot of cross country traveling during 

their youth might remember the popular 

“Burma-Shave” advertising campaign along 

highways, featuring a humorous commercial 

jingle spaced out sequentially on multiple 

signs that begged drivers to read each one to 

get the full message and punchline.

A group of Addison County activists 

has decided to resurrect that now-archaic 

advertising tradition to send a different, 

decidedly serious message: Their concern 

that President Donald Trump has been 

consolidating power in the executive 

branch — and through a compliant 

majority in Congress — to engage, among 

other things, in mass deportations, to 

“disappear” (via masked ICE agents) 

and detain legal residents, to defy court 

decisions, to erode voting rights, and to 

marginalize and punish media critical of 

the administration’s policies.

The effort in question is called No Kings 

Day, a nationwide protest this coming 

Saturday, June 14, that’s expected to draw 

millions of people along various roads, in 

town centers, near federal buildings and 

other high-profile spots.

Here in Addison County, members of 

the grassroots Indivisible Middlebury and 

Indivisible Addison Northeast groups are 

taking a lead in helping folks make signs 

and nailing down safe spots at which clusters 

of like-minded folks will gather to amplify 

their message.

Local Indivisible members Sarah Stott, 

Jennifer Wasiura and Howard Jennings 

have been particularly busy laying the 

groundwork for Saturday’s protest.

They say the stakes are high.

“Some people tell me they can’t bear to 

watch the news; they just ignore it and tune 

(See Job Corps, Page 16A)

(See Homeless update, Page 8A)

(See Banned words, Page 12A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — A federal 

judge on Wednesday, June 4, 

issued a Temporary Restraining 

Order (TRO) against the U.S. 

Department of Labor and 

Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-

DeRemer that prevents — at 

least for now — the feds from 

closing 99 contractor-operated 

Job Corps Centers across the 

nation.
That list includes the 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — There’s 

plenty to see in downtown 

Middlebury these days.

A new addition to the Town Hall 

Theater.
Construction that will produce 

an expanded Ilsley Library.

A vibrant Triangle Park and a 

nice assortment of shops.

But what you won’t see — at 

least as of this week — are 

small clusters of houseless 

persons who, during the past 

few years, have set up temporary 

encampments downtown during 

the warmer months.

While you might not see them, 

advocates noted the homeless 

are still in the shire town and 

surrounding communities. 

They’ve just settled into the 

woods or other less-conspicuous 

spots, choosing a more 

solitary existence, away from 

construction and in deference to 

a new Middlebury encampment 

ordinance.
Heidi Lacey is executive 

director of the non-profit Charter 

House Coalition (CHC), which 

runs an emergency shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. and a variety of 

support services for the homeless. 

Lacey estimates there are around 

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — Diversity. Elderly. 

Peanut Allergies. Gulf of Mexico. 

Those are some of the words 

and phrases that have popped up 

on objects around Bristol.

Those same words have been 

flagged or removed from various 

government agency websites and 

other materials. 

Several news organizations 

have in recent months reported on 

lists of terms flagged by federal 

agencies to remove, limit or avoid. 

In response, Bristol resident and 

artist Pamela Fogg decided to 

Rites of passage

THIS PAST WEEKEND Addison County high schools launched several hundred young adults on 

to their next stage in life. Above, more than a dozen Middlebury graduates jump for joy after their 

Saturday graduation. Below left, Treyphen Miguel and Rizz Mullin share a moment in the senior 

section during VUHS graduation ceremonies on Friday. Right, new Mount Abe grad Chase Atkins 

leaps into the arms of Superintendent Patrick Reen. See stories and more photos on pages 11A 

(Mount Abe), 13A (MUHS) and 15A (VUHS). 
Photos by Steve James and Buzz Kuhns

Porter Medical Center’s 

100th birthday celebration will 

come to a head this Saturday, 

June 14, with a big party at its 

Middlebury campus — and 

everyone is invited. It’s scheduled 

for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. under a big 

tent at 55 Collins Drive, so don’t 

be dissuaded if it happens to be 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 

Tuesday decisively endorsed 

a citizen-initiated resolution 

opposing a U.S. House-backed 

Budget Reconciliation Bill that 

recommends major cuts to critical 

federal healthcare and nutrition 

programs.
The petition, spearheaded by 

local health providers, asked the 

selectboard to “express its grave 

concern” about the reconciliation 

bill, which supporters said would 

“lead to an estimated loss of 

$793 billion in federal Medicaid 

spending over 10 years, which 
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In the swing
A pendulum at a local sculpture 
park traces orbital circles, not  
straight lines. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Playoff winsThe Commodore nine were among 
several local teams to win in the 
postseason. See Sports, Page 1B. 

Summertime!There are so many fun things to 
do (and eat) this season. Read our 
72-page guide in today’s edition.

Summer Summer GuideGuide

2025

Thursday, June 5, 2025

Thursday, June 5, 2025
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Vergennes Job Corps center to shut down
Trump admin. pulls plug on training program

Teens earn wings with the Flying Tigers

Bristol Rep. Cordes to leave LegislatureCites new job and political acrimony 

Tenny built lasting Middlebury legacyLate selectman was tenacious 

MAUSD unveils a vision for future  

USAID veteran will lead Middlebury land trust

(See Drones, Page 15A)

(See Cordes, Page 18A)

(See Tenny, Page 11A)

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Kevin Fox, Page 9A)

(See Job Corps, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — A new club has been 

creating quite a buzz at the Patricia Hannaford 

Career Center.A buzz? Some might compare it to a swarm 

of angry mosquitos.

Jokes aside, we’re talking about the Flying 

Tigers Drone Club, which took flight for the 

first time this past winter. And it’s attracting 

a growing number of middle and high school 

students who enjoy programming and piloting 

unmanned aerial vehicles.

The Independent attended a recent club 

session at the Career Center, and it didn’t 

disappoint.While club supervisor Dan Arensmeyer 

looked on, young pilots Eben Smith, Raphael 

FLYING TIGERS DRONE Club members Eben Smith, Raphael Mitchell and Alden Sherry each keep their eyes on their unmanned aerial 

vehicles during a recent gathering at Middlebury’s Patricia Hannaford Career Center.

Independent photo/Steve James

By JOHN FLOWERSBRISTOL — Saying she’s been targeted by a growing number of personal attacks and threats from those opposed to her political views, and citing difficulty in securing enough shifts as a Registered Nurse at the University of Vermont Medical Center, Rep. Mari Cordes, D-Bristol, said she’ll resign from her 
Addison-4 district seat by the end 
of this month to take a nursing job 
in Nova Scotia, Canada.It was in 2018 that Cordes 

was first elected to the two-seat 
House district that encompasses 
Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton and 
Starksboro. Voters have re-elected 
her ever since, including this past 
November, when she finished 
second to Rep. Herb Olson, 
D-Starksboro in a four-person 
runoff for the two seats.But Cordes has decided not to 

serve out her latest term.
“This was definitely not an easy decision,” she said during a phone interview, her voice cracking with emotion. “It’s one of the hardest things I’ve ever done in my life. But I know it’s the right thing for me to do.”

She’s enjoyed r e p r e s e n t i n g 
her constituents on the House 
Committee on Health Care, a 
panel that’s been trying to improve 
delivery and pricing within 
Vermont’s ailing health care 
system. Cordes, 66, has also spent 
several decades working in the 
health care trenches as an RN. She 
said University of Vermont Medical 
Center (UVMMC) — where she’s 
worked since 2001 — has been 
paring back on per diem shifts, and 
that’s been bad news for Cordes, a 
per diem worker.

REP. MARI CORDES

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Kevin 
Fox knows what it’s like to 
spearhead environmental 
change on a global scale. As 
a foreign service officer with 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), he’s 

mobilized more than $100 
million for environmental 
programs across five embassies 
and more than a dozen countries.

Most recently, he’s been 
directing a $250 million climate 
and biodiversity portfolio across 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHTVERGENNES — Due 
to a decision by the Trump 
Administration to halt operations 
at nearly a hundred job training 
programs for young adults, the 
Northlands Job Corps vocational 
education program will close by 
June 30.

Locals are dismayed.This will put a lot of people out 
of work and will be detrimental for 
the students who will be displaced, 
pointed out Phil Summers, 
executive director of the Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce.

“I think they are equally 
important. Not only will we lose 

local jobs but the opportunity for 
graduates to become residents 
employed by Addison County 
businesses,” Summers told the 
Independent. “Job Corp students 
also are consistent volunteers for 
Chamber and other community 
events and projects.”Northlands currently employs 

110 people, according to Michael 
Dooley, the center director. He 

said 150 young people are learning 
trades there now. Northlands could 
accommodate 220 students, but the 
U.S. Department of Labor has not 
performed any background checks 
for new students since March. “In essence (they’re) choking off 

the program by not allowing new 
students in,” Dooley said.About a third of students are 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Former 
longtime 

Middlebury 
selectboard member John Tenny 
— a man credited with, among 
other things, catalyzing a closer 
relationship between the town 
and Middlebury College — died 
on Memorial Day at age 77.While he’ll no longer be seen 

walking his dog each evening 

near the Middlebury Recreation 
Park or enjoying a Friday dinner 
out with wife Madeline, his 
contributions to the shire town 
will last for many generations, 
according to those who knew 
and worked with him.Dozens of prominent 

buildings and infrastructure 
projects in Addison County bear 

The Moosalamoo Association 
and Addison County Bike Club 
are hosting multiple mountain 
bike rides, hikes, runs and a 
ribbon cutting with free food this 
Sunday, June 8, at the Moosalamoo 
Campground on the Goshen-Ripton 
Road. The occasion celebrates the 
opening of the new Silver Moose 
Trail that connects Moosalamoo 
Campground with Silver Lake via 
a new 3-mile trail that’s accessible 
to bikers and hikers. There’ll be 
food, drinks, games for kids, group 
rides of all abilities, a pump track 
and flow trail skills and a visit by 
Smokey the Bear. Group rides start 
at 8:30 a.m., 10 and 11 a.m. with 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
has wrapped up a months-long 
effort to collectively envision the 
future of education in the learning 
community. The resulting “Portrait of a 

Learner” document captures the 
MAUSD community’s shared 
aspirations for what every 
student will know and be able 
to do upon graduation. The 
document will help inform the 
district’s next strategic plan and 
updates its ENDS Policy, both of 
which outline district goals and 
help guide work to reach those 

“In times of change, having the clarity we now have about our ‘why’ is essential so we know what we are 
making change for.”— MAUSD Superintendent Patrick Reenobjectives. A team of 49 MAUSD students, 

school officials and community 
members have taken part in the 
effort over the past several months, 
helping engage more than 1,140 
voices and perspectives reflected in 

the final document. The creation of the new Portrait 
of a Learner comes at a time when 
lawmakers are weighing major 
changes to Vermont’s public 
education system. While the future 
for learning communities around 
the state is uncertain, MAUSD 
Superintendent Patrick Reen said 
he believes the Portrait of a Learner 
will help guide how the district 
responds to legislation coming out 
of Montpelier (See story on Page 
2A). 

“In times of change, having the 
clarity we now have about our 
‘why’ is essential so we know 

Into actionAS A WET May was drawing to a close, the Middlebury Union High School girls’ Ultimate team was eager to compete against South Burlington this past Thursday. Shown 

from left, Tigers Avery Hohenschau, Lila Hescock, Greta Suter, McMillan Caldwell, Oprea Littlefield, Adalaide Markowski and Mira Biancosino race toward the Wolves on 

Doc Collins Field to begin play. See more photos on Pages 4A & 14A.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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Music for all

THT launches a free summer 

music series this Friday during 

its opening gala. Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Fast start

The county’s American Legion 

team opened with three home 

victories. See Sports, Page 1B.

Well-Being

Check out our Health & 

Wellbeing section for tips on 

staying fit.Health &
Well-Being

A Special Publication of the Addison Independent
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Historic marker fetes 

same-sex union of 

200-plus years ago

Pieciak unveils $20M housing program

MAUSD 
mulls next 
steps after 
new ed bill

Local growing season picks up after cool, slow start  

Middlebury 
film festival 
tweaks its 
storyline 

Two drown in 

separate cases

Farmers markets see growth 

Grand opening
Town Hall Theater ready to show off 

its $8.5M overhaul in style

Council sets new budget;

2.2-cent tax hike seen

(See Housing, Page 10A)

(See City tax rate, Page 8A)

(See MAUHS, Page 10A)

(See Growing season, Page 12A)

(See Deaths, Page 10A)

(See MNFF, Page 15A)

(See Charity & Sylvia, Page 16A)

(See THT, Page 13A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Farmers around Addison County 

say they’ve seen a cooler, slower 

start to this year’s growing season, 

with rainy weather posing some 

challenges and affecting some 

crops. 
But despite the slow start, the 

season is now in full swing. 

Several growers reported new 

crops coming in during recent 

weeks, and they noted some 

varieties of produce have fared 

well in the cooler weather. Also, 

farmers markets are well underway 

around Addison County with some 

new offerings on tap (see related 

story). 
“It’s been a cool, wet start 

up until now, but things seem 

to be turning around,” Spencer 

Blackwell of Elmer Farm told the 

Independent. 

Spencer and Jennifer Blackwell 

grow 40 different types of 

vegetables on about 7 acres at 

their Middlebury farm. Among the 

farm’s offerings is a CSA program, 

which has a popular pick-your-own 

component that the farm is looking 

to expand. 
“Diversity is our risk prevention 

strategy,” Spencer Blackwell said, 

noting that each year the farm 

typically loses a crop while another 

thrives. 
For example, this year’s zucchini 

crop hasn’t done particularly 

well, but the farm’s onions and 

other crops have flourished, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Town Hall 

Theater officials during the past 

few months have been thrilled to 

gradually unfurl (and allow use 

of) spaces within the facility’s 

new 7,000-square-foot, three-story 

addition fronting Merchants Row.

On June 27-28, the curtain 

will officially rise on the $8.5 

million transformation of THT, 

improvements that will further 

solidify the facility as the 

community’s hub for visual and 

performing arts.

The celebration will include a 

variety of entertainment, food, 

magic shows, stunt performers 

and a modicum of pomp and 

circumstance one would expect 

in saluting an achievement that 

required many months of planning, 

fundraising and the artful use of 

a tricky expansion site near the 

intersection of South Pleasant 

Street and Merchants Row.

“It took a little bit longer than 

anticipated as most construction 

projects do, but we’re very happy 

with the results and the work 

that Bread Loaf Corp. and the 

subcontractors took on,” said THT 

Executive Director Lisa Mitchell 

as workers made final, largely 

cosmetic tweaks to a building 

addition awash in natural light.

Cornwall artist Rebecca Kinkead 

has painted two beautiful canvasses 

to adorn the addition, and Mitchell 

has sourced plants from the Giving 

Fridge to further prepare THT for 

its big closeup.

Let’s be clear that THT, even 

before the addition, was nothing to 

sneeze at. While its stewards have 

treated it with TLC, the building 

— Middlebury’s former town hall, 

cinema, restaurant and Knight of 

Columbus Hall — simply could 

no longer accommodate all the 

requests for its use.

When Mitchell began her tenure 

as THT’s top administrator in 2020, 

she had to reject roughly 80% of 

requests to rent the then-limited 

space. The main stage frequently 

couldn’t be used for revenue 

generating events or rental because 

it was being used for set building or 

St. Stephen’s Peasant Market 

will be held this year on July 12. 

The fair annually raises thousands 

of dollars to share with local non-

profits. The Peasant Market will 

accept antiques, jewelry, linens, 

kitchenware, toys (no guns, 

swords or knives, please), vinyl 

records and CDs, white elephants, 

sporting goods, and garden plants 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Late August 

is still two months away, but the 

county’s shire town is already 

being readied for its annual role 

as host of the Middlebury New 

Filmmakers Festival (MNFF), 

a five-day showcase of some of 

the most exciting and thought-

provoking work of both aspiring 

— and already established — 

movie makers.

With a decade under its belt, 

MNFF11 will burst onto big 

screens at five local venues Aug. 

20-24 with 108 narrative and 

documentary features and shorts, 

all under the stewardship of a new 

executive director (Caitlin Boyle), 

Artistic Director and renowned 

filmmaker Jay Craven, and their 

supporting cast.

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — With summer officially underway, 

Addison County residents can expect to see farmers markets popping 

up on town greens and other spots across the region each week. 

Such markets offer a chance for residents to engage directly with 

local farmers, artisans and other producers. Local farmers market 

officials say they’re seeing a growing number of vendors take part 

in the weekly events, and in some cases, have newer offerings in the 

works for this season. 

Sarah Stillman manages the Bristol and Vergennes farmers markets. 

(See Markets, Page 12A)

By IAN CURRY

VERGENNES – State Treasurer 

Mike Pieciak joined state and local 

leaders on Tuesday at Vergennes 

Grand Senior Living to announce an 

additional $20 million investment in 

housing and economic development 

projects across the state.

Established in 2014, the 10% 

in Vermont program authorizes 

the treasurer’s office to invest 

up to 10% of the state’s average 

daily cash balance into economic 

development projects that benefit 

Vermont communities. Due to 

increases in state revenues, the 

program now has a balance of about 

$1.5 billion.

Pieciak said the treasurer’s 

office has identified Vermont’s 

housing shortage as a focus of 

the program. The $20 million 

investment announced today will 

take the form of low interest loans 

which will support the construction 

of new affordable housing projects 

throughout the state, including 

assisted living and senior housing 

projects. 
This additional investment 

bolsters the $84 million the 

program loaned out for housing 

projects since 2023. The investment 

supported local developers in 

constructing 1,340 housing units 

and creating 100 permanent jobs 

across 30 towns.

Pieciak said the investment was 

especially important for towns and 

By BEE ECKELS

WEYBRIDGE — With 

LGBTQ rights being under 

attack from the Trump 

Administration, a historical 

marker commemorating 

two female partners 

who lived in Weybridge 

in the 1800s provided an 

interesting contrast at 

a dedication ceremony 

this past weekend.

On Saturday, 

June 21, the Henry 

Sheldon Museum, in 

partnership with the 

State of Vermont Division for 

Historic Preservation, Vermont 

Humanities and the Town of 

Weybridge, erected a Vermont 

Roadside Historic Marker at 

the Weybridge Hill Cemetery 

in honor of Charity Bryant and 

Sylvia Drake. The same-sex 

couple lived in Weybridge during 

the 1800s. 
This marker is just one out 

of the 343 Historic Markers 

spread across Vermont in hopes 

of boosting tourism related to 

the state’s history. The 

Weybridge marker has 

been two years in the 

making. 
“The Roadside Historic 

Site Marker Program in 

Vermont is intended to 

commemorate, celebrate 

and explain tribulations, 

not change or hide 

history,” said Laura 

Trieschmann, Vermont State 

Historic Preservation Officer. 

The historic marker program was 

started in 1947 and covers a wide 

range of topics, including the 

birthplaces and homes of United 

States presidents and legislators, 

Red Sox players, homes of 

famous authors and artists 

the likes of Rudyard Kipling, 

Pearl S. Buck, Robert Frost, and 

Norman Rockwell. The oldest 

markers record Revolutionary War 

battlefields, the meeting places of 

the Green Mountain Boys, and 

America’s first ski tow.

“Pride 

runs 
through 

rural 
America.”

— U.S. Rep. 

Becca Balint

ADDISON COUNTY — Vermont 

State Police (VSP) and a variety 

of local emergency responders 

mobilized earlier this week for 

separate reports of swimmers in 

distress in Bristol and Ferrisburgh, 

with both cases resulting in deaths.

The first case involved a 

Burlington youth who died following 

a plunge into the New Haven River 

at Bartlett’s Falls in Bristol late 

Saturday afternoon, June 21.

According to the VSP’s 

investigation, 18-year-old Eljak 

Menjwak of Burlington drowned 

after jumping from the falls (off 

Lincoln Road) at around 5:10 p.m. 

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — Vermont 

lawmakers last week passed a 

landmark education reform bill 

known as H. 454, setting up a 

process for transforming the state’s 

education system and prompting 

the question — what’s next?

 Mount Abraham Unified School 

District officials dug into that 

question on Tuesday, unpacking 

different aspects of the legislation 

and discussing potential next steps 

the district could take to ensure 

its concerns are considered in any 

changes proposed down the road. 

One idea suggested at the board’s 

June 24 meeting was to compile 

input to provide to the task force 

looking at potential configurations 

of new, consolidated school 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — After 

some last-minute financial 

maneuvering at its Tuesday 

night meeting, the Vergennes 

City Council adopted a Fiscal 

Year 2026 general fund budget 

of $3,336,868, about a 1% 

increase, and set the new 

municipal tax rate at 64.42 

cents. 

U.S. REP. BECCA Balint speaks passionately at the Charity and 

Sylvia Historic Marker Dedication in Weybridge this past Saturday. 

Pictured below is the decorated gravestone where both women 

were buried in the fashion of a married couple in the mid-1800s.

Independent photos/Steve James

Cooling off!
FRANKIE HOUGHTON, 8, of Middlebury, prepares to go underwater off the diving board at the 

Middlebury pool this past Monday as temperatures hit the mid-90s for two days. Houghton was 

one of hundreds of area youth and adults cooling off in area swimming pools and swimming holes 

as a heat wave swept through the area.
Independent photo/Steve James
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Schedule of Events

Calling Contest (sign up at 2:30)
(Butterfield Arena)

3:30................Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
Presentation (home & garden building)

3:30................4-H Hands on Workshop
(4-H exhibit building) 

3:30................The Silver Circus Show
(Entertainment Show Area)

4:00................4H & Open Youth Rabbit Show
(Dairy Palace Arena) 

4:30................Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
(show tent) 

5:00................Home & Garden Awards
& Leona Thompson Bowl

5:30................Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)

6:00................The Silver Circus Show
(Entertainment Show Area)

6:00................NYTPA = SS, 4×4, 4.1 Tractors & Super 

Farm and Limited ProTractor pulls 
(tractor pad)

7:00................Dance Party w/ DJ Jamman (bandstand)
7:00................Vermont’s own 40th Army band

-IRON SIGHTS- rock band (show tent)
7:00................NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm &

Limited ProTractor Pulls (tractor pad)
9:15................Farm Credit East Closing Fireworks

Display (set off east of horse area)

Continued from page 18
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Family embraces the tradition of horses and Gymkhana
By CAROLINE JIAO

On the first evening of Ad-
dison County Fair and Field 
Days, horses are quickly lined 
up behind the warm-up ring gate, 
ready to gallop. 

Loyal horse-lovers eagerly 
fill the seats, waiting for the 
once-per-year Gymkhana, 
which is an equestrian competi-
tion of timed speed pattern rac-
ing that includes racing around 
barrels, pole bending and much 
more.  

For the past 13 years, Lori 
Brown, a rider who grew up in 
Ferrisburgh and lives in Middle-
bury, has been staging this event 
at the county fair, and it now at-
tracts over 40 participants. 

The competition is usually 
divided into age groups of chil-
dren below 10 years old, ju-
niors between ages 11 and 17, 
and adults. The day saw sev-
eral youngsters, one of them 
a preschooler, giddying up in 
the ring, circling around bar-
rels with agility and lightning 
speed. 

“I really love that it’s for all 
ages and levels. The whole fam-
ily could do it,” Brown said.  

Brown was a toddler herself 
when she was first taught to ride. 
Now she has over 30 years of 
equestrian experience.

Relationships with horses 
now reach the fourth generation 
in the family. Lori was quick to 
admit that her passion has passed 

onto her two daughters, Emma 
and Kassidy Brown, who were 
also fierce contestants both at the 
event on opening night last year 
and at the National Barrel Horse 
Association. In fact, they had en-
joyed a recent trip to a big compe-
tition in Syracuse, N.Y. 

“My highlight is being able to 
compete with my girls, like going 
to places together,” Lori said. 

Emma Brown, 19 at the time of 
this interview, has been working 
in barrel racing since she was 14, 
at which age she won the Vermont 
NBHA title, which was not com-

mon at all at that time. Two years 
later, she won again in the New 
York NBHA.

“That was pretty fun,” she said.
Her sister Kassidy, 17, also 

started riding at a young age.
“I started riding before I could 

sit up,” she said. “I’ve been riding 
my whole life.”

She was 10 when she first got 
her horse, Jet, who was three years 
old at the time. The intimate bond 
that developed through years of 
training is one of the highlights of 
Kassidy’s riding career. 

“I had to train him, learn to trust 

him, let him do what he’s doing,” 
she said.

Emma shares her sentiment. 
“I would say, it’s a love-hate re-

lationship,” she said, petting her 
horse buddy Toby. “He’s a great 
horse. I’ve learned a lot from 
him.”

Lori is glad to have made Gym-
khana a tradition at the fair. The 
story will continue.

“I just remember riding on one 
of my grandfather’s friend’s hors-
es, and it was just an instant reac-
tion … like it was in my blood,” 
she said.

A FAMILY OF riders at Field Days continues to uphold the tradition of Gymkhana, riding competitions con-
sisting of speed pattern racing and timed games. They all have been riding their whole lives and look forward 
to future competitions in barrel racing. From left are Emma, Lori and Kassidy Brown with their horses Toby, 
Faith and Jet. 

Independent file photo/Caroline Jiao

2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888

www.valleywidevets.com

Good Luck to all Participants!
David Rockwell DVM, Elizabeth Martens DVM, 
Stephanie Bandoski DVM, Emma Cijka, DVM

Office: Krystal Ingwersen, Tina Jordan, Hailey Bartlett 

Providing medical and 
surgical services to food 
animals in Addison and 

northern Rutland Counties 
since 1995.

Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.
297 Lower Foote St.,  •  Middlebury, VT 05753  •  802-388-1137 • www.moodoo.com
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(Continued from,  Page 9)

Handmowing
started with a friendship with the 
Markowski family when he and 
his wife moved to Ferrisburgh 15 
years ago. He has been honing his 
skills since. 

There are not only young faces 
but also familiar elderly ones. 
According to Markowski, “They 
just keep showing up, year after 
year.” 

Marc Shattuck was one of 
the two competing in the senior 
category. He zoomed through his 
field in less than two minutes. With 
more than 40 years of practice, he 
made it look so easy. 

“I’m 70. I used to be faster,” he 
told a young reporter. 

If a person not familiar with the 
history of the county fair looks 
closely at a sign-up sheet for the 
mowing contest, they’d discover 
Shattuck’s father’s name, Rodger 
Shattuck — the seniors category 
for people age 80 and older is 

named after the elder Shattuck. 
“My father was a professor, 

so I grew up around all these 
professors, which was great, 
because they had all these ideas, 
but I couldn’t figure it out when I 
was young,” Shattuck recalled. “I 
just want to work with my hands.”

And that he did. Now a skilled 
welder, Shattuck had built his scythe 
with metal, which is deceivingly 
light. The snath is made of steel, 
and he uses an aluminum weld to 
sharpen the blade.

Why does he go to all the work?
“Because I can,” he said proudly. 
Markowski confirmed that 

the individual mower’s scythe is 
supposed to suit their body. 

“Everybody has their completely 
own way of doing it,” he said.

For many, scything brings them 
closer to the natural environment 
and the land, providing a sense of 
inner peace that they seek.

Michaela Stickney, co-organizer 

with Markowski, is one who 
finds the soothing power of hand-
mowing inspiring. 

“It’s very meditative, it’s very 
peaceful. I feel good having a hand 
tool and using it instead of using 
electricity or gas,” she said. “The 
grass is my teacher. I like to connect 
with the earth. I like to get up early 
in the morning to feel the grass 
between my toes. It’s honoring the 
planet. It’s also great exercise.” 

Schwartzkopf feels similarly. 
Apart from the quietness, it’s the 
bond with the land that brings him 
to his scythe.

“It brings a greater connection to 
the land because as I’m mowing, 
I’ll see things like volunteer plants 
I want to keep. like I’ll hit a patch 
of wild strawberries and I’ll just 
mow around it,” he said. 

The entire contest lasted six 
hours. People continued to clap 
and cheer for each contestant 
as if it was their turn. At the end 

of the day, it was less about the 
competition, and more about 
the mutual learning between the 
young and the old.  

Last summer, Stickney taught 
two workshops, one at the Bread 
and Puppet Theater, and another 
at the Middlebury College organic 
garden (The Knoll). The four 
Knoll summer interns also made it 
out to the field and competed last 
year, each taking a badge home. 

“Maybe we just want to keep 
things alive for whatever reason,” 
Markowski said. “Maybe that’s 
what the whole fair is dedicated to.”

Many agree with this 
observation. 

“It’s one of those lost arts that 
isn’t actually lost,” Yarborough 
said. “It’s a special opportunity to 
be part of something very, very old.”

Or, to put it simply as 
Schwartzkopf did, “For anybody 
who hasn’t tried it, they should try 
it!”
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For an authentic American dining experience – 
come by the A&W!

Located just south of Middlebury on Route 7   •   Middlebury’s A&W is the last one in Vermont!
RT 7 South • Midd.   •   802-388-2876  •  Open 7 days a week, 11:30 am - 8 pm

A Few Menu Favorites

Bike Night
Monday Night

2 or 3 wheels
FREE RB FLOAT!

PAPA 
BURGER

CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS
Coney Chili Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL 
BACON DOUBLE 
CHEESEBURGER

Root Beer
Float

Classic
Sides
Cheddar 

Cheese Curds
Onion Rings

Dinner Specialties
Fried Chicken

Uncle Sal’s Chicken Wings
Fried Shrimp   •   Fried Clams

Classic

Where Quality & Service Come First

GREG’S
Market & Deli

Easy In
Easy Out
Easy on 

your Wallet!

Sh
opp

ing at Greg’s:

Greg’s has the freshest meats for your grill and
all the fixins for your summer barbecue! 

Cooking at home?

Classic Car Night
Tuesday Night

FREE RB FLOAT!
w/classic car

3 Elm Street, Midd., VT (802) 989-7651
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Smash! Bang! Cars get banged up – on purpose – at the fair
By ANDY KIRKALDY

When the members of the 
Vergennes Fire Department 
reacted quickly to put out the 
second engine fire in Chance 
Mahoney’s battered dark sedan, 
that left only one vehicle running 
out of the 25 that started the 
action-packed, deafening and 
rain-soaked finale on the third 
and final night of the G. Stone 
Motors Demo Derby at the 2024 
Addison County Fair and Field 
Days.

That gray sedan, topped off 
with a “Tinker Tierney” sign, 
belonged to Brandon Tierney. 
And he walked away with $3,500 
for dishing out and taking bone-
jarring blows in two heats leading 
up to the finale. 

Drivers qualified for the 
compact car finale by managing 
to survive heats on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday as one 
of the final two drivers running, 
or by being named the “Mad 
Dog” driver by announcer 
Kylie Martell. To earn that 
honor a driver must be the most 
aggressive behind the wheel in 
the first two minutes of a heat. 

The Field Days Demo Derby 
last August also offered heats 
for V-8s, minivans and pickups, 
but those larger rides weren’t 
allowed to compete for the big 
bucks in the compact final.

Before the finale began, 
organizers called for a front-
loader to scrape mud and water 
off the surface of the track, a 
move that gave the cars more 
traction than the almost helpless 
minivans in the heat that came 
just before it.

As a result, despite the crowded 
and still slippery arena, the 25 
drivers got after each other. 

Among those who were 
notable for aggressive driving 
behind the wheel — at least to an 
observer trying to keep track of 
the mayhem through the smoke 
and steam — were Mahoney, 
who as well as finishing second 

BRANDON TIERNEY, DRIVING with a Tinker Tierney sign, earned $3,500 by winning the compact car 
feature at the Field Days Demo Derby. He dodged this dust-up in a qualifying heat, but drove aggressively in 
that heat and in the finale. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

earned the Mad Dog award; Tyler 
Hebert, whose car announced, 
“It’s a girl”; Alexis Whitney; 
Trey Daniels; Aiden Putnam, aka 
“Ice Cold”; Nick Ouellette; Kyle 
Bianchi and Carter Markwell. 

Other competitors couldn’t be 
identified by cross-checking car 
numbers with names provided 
by organizers, but we saw you, 
drivers of 26, 48X and 98X — 
you all showed up to dance.

One driver was too aggressive 
and was disqualified for violating 
the rules (yes, there really are 
rules, especially limiting special 
preparation of the cars). His 
violation was hitting drivers’ 
doors, a dangerous move, once 
too often. The driver, whose 
name is omitted here to protect 
the guilty, protested, and on the 
way out during the stoppage in 
the action he exchanged gestures 
and pleasantries with derby fans 
behind the fence. 

In the demo enclosure, one by 
one the cars broke axles, suffered 
from overheated engine, or had 
wheels fall off, and they lay 

dead in the mud, leaving just 
three cars running: Ouellette’s, 
Mahoney’s and Tierney’s. 
Also running regularly were 
Vergennes firefighters. The fourth 
car running was 98X, and action 
stopped while firefighters ran to 
snuff the blaze, and then there 
were three.

Ouellette’s white sedan gave 
up the ghost shortly after that, 
and that left Mahoney’s dark 
sedan and Tierney’s gray sedan to 
duel for the big payday. Mahoney 
gave Tierney’s ride a couple 
shots, and then they met head-to-
head, but not too hard, up against 
the concrete blocks on the far 
side from the grandstand. 

Flames shot up from 
Mahoney’s hood. Firefighters 
sprang back into action and 
put it out. But when the two 
cars clashed again, another fire 
started in Mahoney’s engine. 
Back came the firefighters: 
The battle was over, and the 
trophy was Tierney’s. The two 
drivers popped out of their 
cars and embraced as rain 

continued to fall. 
EARLY HEATS

The Demo Derby ran three 
preliminary heats before the big 
compact car finale. In an active 
Compact Heat One, Kyle Bianchi 
and Bubba McPhee drove hard 
and qualified for the finale as 
the drivers of the last two cars 
running, while Trey Daniels 
earned the Mad Dog nod.

Also making impacts in the 
heat were Ross Whitney, Landon 
Lathrop and Chuck Haven.

Ten competitors squared off for 
the Compact Heat Two. Bridget 
Sheppard and Logan Boyer 
qualified for the finale as the last 
running, while Logan Many was 
named the Mad Dog driver. 

Also delivering crowd-pleasing 
thumps were Reid Lumbra, 
Chance Mahoney, “Bad Dog” 
Dylan Mason, and Ricky Stalkup, 
whose car claimed, “If you ain’t 
first, your last.” Sadly, according 
to that logic Ricky joined another 
seven heat drivers in last.

The card also ran a five-vehicle 
(See Demo Derby, Page 24)
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minivan heat that was as exciting 
as listening to a pitch for investing 
in Bitcoin. It wasn’t the drivers’ 
fault, but a hard rain struck just 
before the heat was set to begin, 
and the minivans might have well 
been novices on ice skates. 

Despite the drivers’ best 
intentions, rain drops were hitting 
the minivans harder than they 
were hitting each other. It was an 
open question if the vans would 
run out of gas before they could 
do enough damage to knock each 
other out of commission. One 
couldn’t even move in the mud, 
and another, actually a rainbow-
colored SUV, made it about 50 
feet to the right before getting 

bogged down next to the concrete 
blocks. 

Given the pouring rain and 
lack of both action and shelter, 
most fans headed for dryer places 
on the fairgrounds while the 
minivans churned in the mud. 

Finally a third van stopped 
running, and after a few more 
harmless love taps organizers 
persuaded the last two drivers, 
Nick Ouellette and Josh Kennett, 
to split the winner’s share. 
Ouellette won the Mild Dog, er, 
Mad Dog award.  

Look for the G. Stone Motors 
Demolition Derby next Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, July 
29-31, starting at 7 p.m.

Demo Derby
(Continued from, Page 23)

By CAROLINE JIAO
As the clock hit on the first day 

of the Addison County Fair & 
Field Days this past summer, kids 
and adults alike rush to the sheep 
tent in the northeast corner at the 
Fairgrounds. 

Soon, the human voices quiet 
down, and all attention is directed 
toward one black sheep who, 
stubbornly baaing, is gently led to 
the center of the tent. 

A moment later, added to the 
symphony of sheep’s bleating is 
the buzzing sound of a shearer. 

Siri Swanson, a professional 
shearer based in Bridport who’s 
holding the hissing electric 
contraption, assures her audience 
that this practice is completely 
safe, and perfectly necessary, for 
domesticated sheep breeds. 

Swanson tells her audience that 
shearing is essential to removing 
potential bacteria and diseases 
from domestic sheep. Indeed, 
through the thousand years of 
human animal husbandry, sheep 

have been bred precisely to not 
shed as much hair as their wild 
counterparts, so their wool can 
be transformed into sweaters, 
scarves and socks.

Shearing requires a deep 
knowledge of the animal’s 
anatomy because male and female 
animals require slightly different 
approaches. Swanson explains 
to the audience that getting the 
sheep into a sitting position helps 
it to calm down, and it makes 
shaving its belly much easier. 

It took Swanson a long moment 
to run the sheers across all of the 
sheep’s belly. Due to last year’s 
wet weather, the wool that’s often 
in contact with the ground when 
sheep lie down becomes more 
clotted and difficult to shear, 
and dampness in general reduces 
wool quality. 

“Wool doesn’t love moisture, 
so if it gets really damp all the 
time, it never gets to dry out so 
that’s hard,” she said. “It could 

Shearing sheep is a workout, 
takes years to develop skills

(See Sheep shearing, Page 25)

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present 
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in 

each of the fruit and veggie categories below:

Asparagus (length x circumference)
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens 
(length x width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple 

Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will 
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 
prize per person. Winners will be announced after the first local frost. 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Melon (circumference)
Onion (circumference)
Parsnip (circumference)
Pepper (circumference x circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)
Pumpkin (circumference x circumference)
Radish (circumference)
Rhubarb (length)
Rutabaga (circumference)
Summer Squash (length x circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)
Tomato (circumference)
Turnip (circumference)
Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

22002255  AAddddyy  IInnddyy  
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SPONSORED BY MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
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affect the sheep’s health too. The 
wet environment changes their 
feet quality and increases pest 
issues.”

Swanson’s passion for shearing 
traces back to Field Days itself. 
She attended its 4-H sheep and 
goat camp, and later she went 
to the State University of New 
York College of Agriculture and 
Technology at Cobleskill for 
animal science. Those efforts 
manifested years later into a 
professional occupation. She 
now sheers sheep around New 
England, New York and the 
Midwest. 

reasons to decide when to shear.”
For Swanson, one of the biggest 

challenges for her work is about 
the muscles.

“It’s so physical. That’s hard 
starting off; and sustaining 
yourself. You have to seriously 
take care of your body, nutrition, 
all that.”

It was also a challenge at first 
to learn and recite all the details 
about her gears.

“There’s not a lot of sheep 
shearer repairmen around, so 

I have to know all my gear 
backwards and forwards, to be 
able to do repairs on the road, all 
that stuff,” she said.

As more audience members 
trickled in for a second round of 
demonstration, Swanson quickly 
got herself, and the sheep, 
prepared. She is glad that her work 
brings her in contact with the local 
farming community. 

“I get to meet all kinds of people 
and see farms all over the place, 
which is amazing,” she said.

PROFESSIONAL SHEARER SIRI Swanson, based in Bridport, 
demonstrates sheep shearing at the sheep tents during the 2024 Field 
Days. Her passion for working intimately with farm animals can be 
traced to her 4-H sheep and goat camp. A six-month-old black sheep 
here experiences her skillful haircut.

Independent file photos/Caroline Jiao

Sheep shearing
(Continued from, Page 24) “I got to know other shearers 

and everyone in the industry,” 
she said. “There happens to be a 
big demand for shearers, so I just 
found my way to it.”

Swanson said she enjoys her 
work deeply, feeling a genuine 
sense of connection with the land 
and the people, and of course, the 
sheep. 

During the busy shearing 
season, mostly lasting from 
March to June, she starts the day at 
around four or five a.m., packs up 
all the gear, and gets on the road. 
She stops at anywhere from two to 
seven farms a day and shears 20 to 
a hundred sheep. 

“Just farm after farm shearing,” 
she said with a smile.

One might wonder why, if the 
bulk of shearing season is in the 
spring, there are still quite a few 
furry buddies lined up to get their 
hair cut at the summer county fair.

Well, the one sheep shorn at 
last year’s fair was born just a few 
months earlier. 

“He would’ve been a baby-
baby during shearing season,” 
Swanson explained. “You can 
shear them when they’re seven 
or eight months old. It depends if 
you want the fleece off of it.” 

According to Swanson, spring 
and fall are generally the busiest 
seasons, and different shearing 
plans also arise depending on the 
animal’s production schedule — 
when the sheep are lambing:

“There’s so many different 

The First National Bank of Orwell
100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.

Invested in our neighbors since 1863.
Main Street, Orwell

(802) 948-2811
Route 22A, Shoreham

(802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.
Equal Housing Lender Member FDICwww.fnborwell.com
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT
In some sense, Field Days is 

nothing but entertaining. With 
engaging agricultural shows 
and displays, competitions and 
routine events that fairgoers 
look forward to and practice for 
all year, thrilling rides, people 
to meet, food to sample and 
animals to admire, Field Days 
offers amusement for almost 
everyone.

For those who want to be 
entertained from the stands rather 
than in the 

ring, this year’s fair will certainly 
not disappoint. The lineup is 
packed with classic favorites 
ranging from the annual opening 
parade to karaoke, clowns and 
magicians, Rosie’s racing pigs 
and closing fireworks. Musicians 
will perform’90s rock, classic 
rock, blues, bluegrass and more. 
Plus there will be line dancing in 
which everyone is invited to 

join in.
There are sev-

eral acts sprinkled 
around the fair-
grounds that repeat 
multiple times this 

week, so if you miss 
the first one, come 
back the second or 
third time.

What follows is a re-
view of some of these 
acts and short profiles 
of entertainers that 
you’ll want to check out 
at this year’s fair.

One act returning from last 
year that you should make time 
to see is the Silver Circus, star-
ring variety artist Andrew Sil-
ver. The act features a unique 
blend of magic, juggling and 
physical comedy. You’ll be 
delighted by his humorous, 
high-spirited showmanship, 
mystified by his astonishing 
magic, and his dexterity is 
guaranteed to take your 
breath away. He’s doing 
more than a dozen shows 
during the week, includ-
ing a juggling workshop 
on Wednesday after-
noon and a clowning 
workshop on Saturday 
afternoons. Check out 
the schedule for the 
performances in the 

entertainment show 
area.

On the musical 
front, Field Days will fea-

PIRATE 
MAN DAN

ture six Vermont bands, and a 
couple of those are new to the 
fair.

The first of the newbies is 
TinyusSmallus on Tuesday at 
7 p.m. in the bandstand. Loud, 
proud and stuck in the ‘90s, you 
can bust out your flannel and 
crank up the dial for this Burl-
ington band, which promises to 
bring back the best decade in rock 
with a wild, high-energy show 
that’ll have you jumping like it’s 
1999. Think of crunchy guitars, 
big choruses and enough nostal-
gic vibes to make your Walkman 
jealous. Whether you’re reliving 
your glory days or discovering 
the magic of 1990s rock for the 
first time, TinyusSmallus guaran-
tees a good time and a loud time 
with absolutely no apologies! 

That same night and time in 
the show tent will see the re-
turn of Sanctuary, which was 
well received at Field Days 
last year. This quartet featuring 
Lori Towle, Tom Lawson, Jerry 
Cloutier and Mark Steffenhagen 
will entertain you with rock and 
more from the ‘80s. You want 
dance covers — they’ve got ‘em.

Wednesday evenings musical 
centerpiece will be the VT Blue-
grass Pioneers performing at the 

bandstand at 7 p.m. It will feature 
the band’s signature hard-driving 
style of bluegrass music, with 
a dynamic mix of old and new 
songs. The Pioneers formed in 
2016 when four veteran Vermont 
performers joined forces to blend 
their considerable instrumental 
and vocal talents into a cohesive, 
polished and thoroughly enjoy-
able ensemble. Banjo Dan and 
Willy Lindner, founding mem-
bers of Banjo Dan and the Mid-
Nite Plowboys, got together with 
Danny Coane, celebrated lead 
singer for the Starline Rhythm 
Boys and a long-time bluegrass 
man, to form a band dedicated 
to restoring authentic traditional 
bluegrass to the Vermont scene. 
Former Plowboy Sam Blagden 
joined to play bass and sing ten-
or. The quartet has been perform-
ing for nearly a decade, winning 
fans wherever they play.

“I lived in Addison County for 
several years and still make it a 
point to come back for the Fair 
every year,” Dan Lindner said. 
“It will be a real treat for me and 
my boys to take the stage at my 
favorite Vermont fair this year.” 

Whenever The VT Bluegrass 
Pioneers take the stage you can 

TINYUSSMALLUS

(Continued on, Page 28)
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Visit our new website! bts-vt.com

count on a lively show full of fun 
and great bluegrass music.

Another band new to Field 
Days will take the stage in the 
bandstand tent at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday. Living the Dream, 
known as LTD, is a Champlain 
Valley band, and their message 
is simple: Get ready to rewind, 
relive and rock out! LTD isn’t 
just another cover band; they’re 
a time machine fueled by infec-
tious energy and incredible play-
lists. They specialize in deliver-
ing a set packed with the greatest 
hits from the ‘80s all the way to 
today. Songs you heard on the 
radio last week, followed by that 

one hit you completely forgot 
existed but instantly brings you 
back to a specific memory. The 
songs that defined eras, the ones 
you cranked up in your car, and 
the ones you danced to until the 
early hours. LTD will play songs 
that have the amazing power to 
unlock forgotten memories! 

If you’re looking to get mov-
ing in a different way on Thurs-
day night, head to the Show Tent 
for Good Time Line Dancing 
from 7-9 p.m. Instructor Andrea 
Warren has been getting people 
up and dancing for a decade. 
She starts with a warm-up dance 
(maybe the Cupid Shuffle). 

(Continued on, Page 29)

Then she teaches a beginners 
dance, and reviews a little more 
complicated dances. During an 
“open dance floor” she leads a 
variety of dances, sometimes 
very beginner and sometimes 
more advanced — it depends on 
the group. In any case — you 
will move.

Also back for a second year 
at Field Days will be Blues and 
Beyond, which takes the band-
stand stage at 7 p.m. on Friday. 
Led by Danny Roda in South 
Royalton, Blues and Beyond 
brings positive energy and great 
songs to the stage, infusing 
blues, jazz, soul, and dance rock 
favorites.

You’ll have another chance 
to dance on Saturday evening, 

when DJ Jamman hosts a dance 
party at the Dance Party at the 
bandstand at 7 p.m.

The final band to take the stage 
at the fair will be Vermont’s own 
40th Army band, Iron Sights, 
which will be in the show tent 
at 7 p.m. This dynamic rock 
band is comprised of seven sol-
diers from Vermont’s own 40th 
Army Band. Touring throughout 
the state, Iron Sights delivers a 
performance featuring a high 
energy blend of classic ‘80s and 
‘90s rock, infused with elements 
of R&B for a unique sound. The 
soldiers proudly represent the 
Vermont Army National Guard 
through their music and will of-
fer a show that resonates with 

IRON SIGHTS

PEDAL TRACTOR PULL
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT
audiences of all ages.

If you’re looking for new en-
tertainment options that don’t 
play guitars, Field Days 2025 has 
got ‘em.

One is a farm-based trivia 
show called Wheels of Agricul-
ture. It is an audience interactive 
game show that takes place on a 
stage. The format is trivia-based 
game play in which the person 
who can answer a randomly se-
lected question gains points. The 
questions are primarily agricul-
tural-based and include topics 
such as: Local Agriculture, Ani-
mals, Plants, Food Groups, Farm 
and barnyard, music and other 
sounds. Look for the show times 
in our schedule of events. And 
they are bringing along a stroll-
ing tractor with Tractor Trivia, 
which is also in the schedule.

Another fun new addition to 
Field days is the Portable Mini 
Golf Company. This is a nine-
hole mini-golf course that has 
been set up at hundreds of events 
across New England and New 
York.

And Northwoods Chainsaw 
Sculptures will set up near the 
sawmill and will have various 
demos each day throughout the 

week. You’ve got to see the art-
istry they create with a chainsaw.

 Just about everywhere you 
turn there will be some sort of 
entertainment act going on.

Here are some special things to 
look for:

•	 The Field Days Opening 
Parade steps off from near the 
tractor pad at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. 
This year’s theme is “Country 
Pride, Country Wide.” All en-
trants are asked to assemble 45 
minutes before the parade start 
time on the east side of the trac-
tor pad on the road to the north 
of the parking area. There will 
be prizes for the winning entries. 
Contact Benj Deppman at 724-
1381 or any Field Days director 
if you plan to participate. Maybe 
you should march in the parade: 
Ribbons for the top three win-
ning entries.

•	 Head to the Show Tent on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. when Ad-
dison County DJ Amanda Rock 
will lead the ever-popular Ka-
raoke Talent Night. Amada 
will help get the energy flow-
ing so you all can let your inner 
performer come out on stage. 
Sign up for a spot in the show 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. You will 

(Continued on, Page 30)

ANDREW 
SILVER 
OF THE 
SILVER 
CIRCUS

probably find a few diamonds in 
the rough among your Addison 
County neighbors when it comes 
to singing. 

• If you like the thrill of mo-
torsport competition there will 
be more of it for you this year as 
the G. Stone Demolition Derby, 
which is offering three nights 
of smashing action. Look for it 
at the Tractor pad on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.

But not everything is new. 
On Thursday at 11 a.m. head 
to the Show Tent, where 
girls and boys ages 4-10 
will compete in the Pedal 
Tractor Pull. This is the 
youngsters’ version of 
the real thing. Come 
on down and watch the 
fun and cheer for your 
favorite puller. Pulling 
tractor and 
sled is pro-
vided by 
Field Days. 
Sign-ups start at 10.

Another old favorite comes 
along at 9:15 p.m. on Saturday 
evening when Field Days enter-
tainment draws to a close with a 
classic — the Farm Credit East 
Closing Fireworks Display, 
which will be set off east of the 
horse area but viewable through-
out the grounds.
APPEARING REGULARLY

In addition to all of the special 
performances above, the fair of-
fers a full slate of daytime enter-
tainment, with some performers 
appearing each day, often several 
times. Here is a look at those:

• A popular performer returning 
this year is Pirate Man Dan, who 
will be offering his “Pirate Adven-
ture Experience” twice a day at the 
Show Tent. Dan Jolley of Groton, 
an experienced clown, will offer a 
fun show for all ages — he says, 
“even teenagers.” The friendly pi-
rate’s act includes balloons, magic, 

unicycling, stilts and bubbles. 
One reviewer said Pirate Man 
Dan “put on a great show. Not 
only did all the kids in the room 

FIELD DAYS OPENING PARADE
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT
enjoy him, but he had the adults 
all laughing at his jokes.”

•	 Look for Buffalo 
Barfield’s “Unherd of En-
tertainment” to tickle your 
funny bone in the show tent at 
various times each day. Gregg 
“Buffalo” Barfield and his wife, 
Michele, have created a unique 
and entertaining comedy and 
variety music show. The South 
Carolina-based act’s unique 
blend of music and comedy has 
been described as “Jeff Fox-
worthy meets Jimmy Buffett.” 

The show is a blend of Ameri-
cana, country, blues and oldies 
rock ‘n’ roll music with a touch 
of down home “clean” comedy. 
This one is good for the young 
kids.

•	 Tom Joyce, the Magic 
Man, will appear twice a day at 
the bandstand. Check the sched-
ule to see when he is perform-
ing. He’s absolutely fabulous 
with the kids, but grown-ups 
will enjoy the show, too. He’s 
funny, but that doesn’t take 
anything away from his magic, 

which is actually mysterious — 
it’s the best of both worlds

• Also in the audience partici-
pation category is the Ladies’ 
Cast Iron Skillet Toss at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday (ladies throw 
skillets for distance and accu-
racy). Head to the tractor pad 
for this fun.

• Another contest of brute 
strength that is also a lot of fun 
to watch is the arm-wrestling 
competition at the Show Tent on 
Friday evening. The kiddos will 
start it off with youths 16 and 

younger squaring off in real, 
head-to-head competitions at 5 
p.m. (get on the sign-up sheet 
at 4 p.m.). After the learners 
have warmed up the audience, 
the big boys and girls take their 
turn facing off against com-
petitors in their weight classes. 
Adult arm-wrestling starts at 7 
p.m. (weigh-ins at 5 p.m.) with 
bouts in left- and right-hand. 
The tension is palpable; the ex-
citement is real; the payoff is 
tremendous. You’ve got a see 
it — or take part in it!

By CAROLINE JIAO
For a lot of fairgoers, the Addi-

son County Fair and Field Days is 
about eating street food, enjoying 
the rides and watching cars crash 
into each other. 

For some, on the other hand, the 
fair is about treasure-hunting the 
old memories on a farm through 
the antique equipment displays, 
working with all kinds of animals 
and tools before electricity was a 
thing — it’s about living that way 
of life.

Sudbury’s Ted Russell, 65, could 
be found operating various horse-
pulled apparatus across a demon-
stration field near the horse barns. 
He feels proud about his work. 

Being a fifth-generation farmer, 
Russell had been mixing draft 
horses with tractors to operate his 
farm for 45 years. 

“The forever reason is I love 
horses,” he said. “My first-grade 
picture, I was wearing a sweater 
my mother knit for me, that I 
picked the pattern, and I had horses 
on it.” 

Love is an understatement. Six 
years ago, driving home from the 
county fair, Russell saved two of 
his draft horses from a truck fire by 

almost sacrificing his life. 
Now he is still actively do-

ing farming demonstrations. He 
happily explained to a reporter 
about a peculiar hay tedder called 
“a chicken scratch tedder.” It’s a 
horse-powered cart with pitchforks 
attached at the back that can scrape 
up cut grass and rye like large, run-
ning chicken feet. He believes this 
specific one can be dated to the late 
1800s. 

He recalls the first gasoline 
shortage in the 1970s when prices 
for fuel skyrocketed. Regardless, 
Russell stayed positive.

“Here’s my excuse to use hors-
es!” he jokingly recalled. 

Russell also exhibited draft 
horses and taught many classes on 
halting and hitching horses. He has 
made teaching these skills to the 
new generation his life-long work 
through the Green Mountain Draft 
Horse Association, which hosts an-
nual beginner courses at Shelburne 
Farms. 

“Now, it has to do with keeping 
these methods, these skills, alive 
for the future, in case they’re need-
ed,” he said.

Alan Clark, 76 of Bristol who 
helps run the nearby antique en-

Antique equipment tell us stories from the past

gines display, was not unfamiliar 
with farm life where horses used 
to be the main power source. When 
he was a boy on a farm in Addison, 
he remembered standing on top of 
a combine harvester, putting hay 
into bags.

Now, his hobby has become 
noisier farm companions — gaso-
line engines — many of which at 
the fair he owns. To put it in Clark’s 
own words — if it ain’t noisy, it 
ain’t the fair!

Clark has witnessed the Antique 

Area at Field Days grow exponen-
tially since he started volunteering 
30 years ago. It expanded from one 
barn to having also a forestry build-
ing, an iron shop and an engine 
shed. There is talk about building 
a house of yesteryear to display all 
the household items so the audi-
ence could have a taste of real farm 
life a few hundred years ago. 

“Once you start (volunteering), 
you can’t leave,” he said. “I was 
brought up on a farm. It’s just in 
your blood.”  

ALAN CLARK, A long-time volunteer at the engine shed in the antique 
equipment area, shows his teddy bear Ferris wheel that attracts visitors’ 
attention. He wants to visualize in a livelier way how a generator and motor 
worked to power equipment before electricity was available on farms.

Independent file photo/Caroline Jiao
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28 Willow Dr.
Middlebury, VT 05753
Phone: (802) 388-4053

92 Hunt Road
New Haven, VT 05472
Phone: (802) 453-2106

348 Boyer Circle
Williston, VT 05495
Phone: (802) 651-0841

122 Gallison Rd
Montpelier, VT 05602
Phone: (802) 839-1924

62 Randbury Rd
Rutland, VT 05701
Phone: (802) 747-0752

We carry a full line of the best tire brands to fit all your equipment needs. Whether you 
require tires for a large front end loader, haul truck, skidder or forwarder, large or compact 
tractor, skid steer, or lawn tractor we have the inventory on hand to meet your needs.

We can also handle your passenger and light truck vehicle needs. Visit PetesTire.com 
to find the most convenient of our 22 locations serving New England and call to speak 
to a tire segment specialist to determine the right tire for your needs.

Pete’s Tire Barns
Specializing in Farm, Forestry & Off Road Tires

1341 Route 14
White River Junction, VT 05001
Phone: (802) 291-9216



We’ll be at the fair! Swing by our booth if you’ll be there.

Thank you, Addison County, for your continued support 
and for making us your preferred 

solar and heat pump installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

When you’re ready for a solar or heat pump
installation, we are here for you!

In 1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics
as a Main Street storefront.

Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 
installation business celebrating 53 years!

We are honored to have been chosenWe are honored to have been chosen
 to be a part of the improvements to be a part of the improvements
to the Elderly Services property. to the Elderly Services property. 
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