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Chronology 2023
A Year In Review

1827
Since

14 Court Square, Middlebury
388-4961 • www.middleburyinn.com

Lodging • Morgan’s Tavern
Banquets and Weddings

195 Years of Service

1823
Since

4934 VT Route 22A, Addison, VT
 802-759-2332

Addison Addison 
Four Corners        Four Corners        

        Store        Store

1786
Since

Neshobe Café - The Jacob Simmons Bar
Weddings - Events - Stays

802.747.8300
info@thebrandoninn.com  •  www.thebrandoninn.com

THE 
BRANDON 

INN

Travel !rough Time…

1780
Since

www.starksborovt.org

1761
Chartered in

Town of
Addison

65 Route 17 West, Addison
addisonvt.net

1789
Since

Gateway to the Green Mountains

Originally
chartered

as Pocock in
 1762

1791
Established

www.walthamvt.org

Town of 
Waltham

!

1790
Since

802-388-7634
2 Main St., Middlebury

ŠǜĉĖʷŕĶďďƙĉĉɐŠƃĬ�ɚ�ƴƴƴɐŕĶďďƙĉĉɐŠƃĬ

The
!ŠŖĬƃĖĬìƓĶŠŖìŎ�

!ĲƙƃĉĲ
of Middlebury,

UCC

1809
Founded in

Memorial Baptist Church
97 South Pleasant St., Middlebury

New Building & Name Change 1906

1828
A Ripton landmark 

since

802-345-4448
1233 Vermont Route 125, Ripton

www.chipmaninn.com

1831
Since

Branches in Brandon, Bristol, 
Hinesburg, Middlebury & Vergennes

Serving Vermont Communities

NMLS#403372 • NBMVT.com

This historic farm has connected 
people with Vermont’s State Animal 

for 145 years and counting.

1878
Since

74 Battell Dr., Weybridge, VT  
802-388-2011 • uvm.edu/morgan

1882
Sharing History and Art

Since

One Park St., Middlebury • 388-2117
www.HenrySheldonMuseum.org

Henry Sheldon
Museum

1887
Since

Design, Installation & Service.
We are with you from beginning to end.

Family Owned and Operated

Vergennes, VT • 877-3118

1897
Since

For a full calendar of events visit:
www.vergennesoperahouse.org

or call 877-6737

Restored 1993-2007

Celebrating a sense
of community

1809
SINCE

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Middlebury United 
Methodist Church

43 N. Pleasant St.
(802) 388-2510

Middlebury, Vt. 05753 

into an alleged teen drinking party 
factoring into the equation.

Four months after announcing 
that Addison Northwest School 
District 6th-graders would attend 
middle school at Vergennes Union 
+LJK� 6FKRRO�� $1:6'� RI¿FLDOV�
determined the change would take 
place in the fall of 2024, as opposed 
to the fall of 2023. Among the 
reasons for the delay: teachers and 
staff needed more time to prepare 
for the new educational model, 
already in place in the Addison 
Central School District (ACSD).

Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall, 
resigned from the ACSD board 
in January to focus on statewide 
educational policy; he was the 
newly appointed chair of the House 
Education Committee. The school 
board appointed Ellen Whelan-
Wuest to replace Conlon until the 
March elections, at which time 
she would be free to run for the 
¿QDO� \HDU� UHPDLQLQJ� RQ� &RQORQ¶V�
original three-year term.
&RQORQ� ZDVQ¶W� WKH� RQO\�

Addison County lawmaker to get 
tapped for a leadership post for 
the 2023-2024 biennium. Rep. 
Diane Lanpher, D-Vergennes, 
was named chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee; Rep. 
Amy Sheldon, D-Middlebury, was 
picked to helm the newly created 
House Environment & Energy 
Committee; Sen. Ruth Hardy, 
D-Middlebury, was picked to lead 
Senate Government Operations; 
and Sen. Chris Bray, D-Bristol, was 
granted another term as steward of 
the Senate Natural Resources & 
Energy Committee.

January brought news of four 
building scenarios for upgrading 
0LGGOHEXU\¶V� ,OVOH\� /LEUDU\��
ranging in price from $5.5 million 
to $23 million, according to very 
early estimates. Options included 
renovating the 100-year-old library 
building, renovating it while 
complementing it with an annex 
somewhere nearby, renovating and 
expanding the structure on site, or 
building a new structure. Library 
RI¿FLDOV� RUJDQL]HG� QXPHURXV�
public comment sessions to get 
feedback.

The recently expanded Ethan 
Allen Express passenger rail 
service, which began rolling 
through Addison County the 
previous August, proved it was 
catching on with riders, including 
those catching the train at the 
Middlebury and Vergennes/
Ferrisburgh stops. Toni Clithero, 
the VTrans Amtrak Grants Program 
manager, told the Independent that 
Amtrak had projected ridership on 
the Burlington-Rutland extension 
would add 2,000-2,500 riders 
per month to the Ethan Allen. 
Comparing ridership to pre-
pandemic numbers during the 
IHGHUDO� ¿VFDO� \HDU� RI� ������ WKH�
extension added more than 5,000 
riders in July, 3,000 in August, 
3,424 in September, 3,785 in 
2FWREHU�DQG�������LQ�1RYHPEHU�
,Q� 9HUJHQQHV�� 0D\RU� 0DWW�

&KDERW� DQQRXQFHG� KH� ZRXOGQ¶W�
seek re-election to a second term. 
³3ROLWLFV� LVQ¶W� UHDOO\�P\� EDJ�� DQG�
change and transition management 
is,” Chabot told the Independent. 
“Everyone knows it was never my 
LQWHQWLRQ� WR� EH� PD\RU� IRU� OLIH�� ,W�
was just to assist (City Manager) 

Ron (Redmond) and the council to 
JHW�WKLQJV�VWDELOL]HG�DIWHU������´

The ACSD board declined to 
warn a petitioned referendum 
seeking feedback on two separate 
options to amend the ACSD 
charter in a way that would allow 
a bigger public role in closing local 
schools. But the panel did agree 
to hold its own vote in February 
on whether host towns — or the 
combined electorate of the seven 
member ACSD communities — 
should be given the right to vote 
(and potentially veto) any future 
proposals to close any district 
school due to declining enrollment 
or other reasons that might make a 
school unsustainable.

Faced with mounting 
neighborhood complaints 
about late-night partying at off-
campus Middlebury College 
student housing, the Middlebury 
VHOHFWERDUG�VWUHQJWKHQHG�WKH�WRZQ¶V�
noise ordinance. Noise complaints 
can now trigger a police response 
after 11 p.m. and before 7 a.m. on 
Fridays, Saturdays and “special 
KROLGD\V��VXFK�DV��1HZ�<HDU¶V�(YH�
and July 4), which is two hours 
earlier than the previous noise 
ordinance trigger of 1 a.m. through 
7 a.m. on those days.

The Turning Point Center of 
Addison County secured a $1 
million federal earmark through 
U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy; the 
QRQSUR¿W� ZDV� VHHNLQJ� WKH� PRQH\�
WR�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�IRUPHU�6W��0DU\¶V�
Catholic School at 86 Shannon 
St. in Middlebury into a multi-
use “Addison County Hope & 
Recovery Community Center.” The 
Turning Point Center is one of 12 
peer recovery centers in Vermont 
that offer support for individuals 
and their families seeking recovery 
from substance use disorder and 
RWKHU� DGGLFWLRQV��7KH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

and its recovery programming 
are currently wedged into 3,300 
square feet at 54A Creek Road.

Just when it appeared the 
&29,'���� SDQGHPLF� PLJKW� HQG�
a more than 50-year tradition of 
legislative breakfasts in Addison 
County, the Addison County 
Farm Bureau and Bridport Grange 
announced plans to resurrect 
the sessions — albeit in a more 
limited fashion — two breakfasts 
per month, instead of one a week, 

through the legislative session.
From Bristol came other signs 

of a return to normalcy following 
WKH� SDQGHPLF��2I¿FLDOV� FRQ¿UPHG�
a return of the annual “Pocock 
Rocks” festival on Main Street, and 
resurrection of the Bristol Farmers 
Market on the town green.

February

(January from Page 1A)

January 10
HEATHER BALLARD PROUDLY holds up the newest addition to her family — Jaxson Thomas 

0F&RUPLFN�� WKH�¿UVW�EDE\�ERUQ�DW�3RUWHU�+RVSLWDO� LQ�������/LWWOH�-D[VRQ�DUULYHG�RQ�-DQ����DW������D�P��
ZHLJKLQJ�VL[�SRXQGV�����R]���WR�SDUHQWV�+HDWKHU�%DOODUG�DQG�1DWH�0F&RUPLFN�RI�0LGGOHEXU\�DQG�VLEOLQJV�
6RSKLD�DQG�0\.D\OD��:HOFRPH�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��-D[VRQ�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

January 26
7+(� (;3$1'('� (7+$1� $OOHQ� ([SUHVV� UDLO� VHUYLFH� LV� GUDZLQJ� D� JURZLQJ� QXPEHU� RI� SDVVHQJHUV��

LQFOXGLQJ�DW�LWV�0LGGOHEXU\�VWRS��VKRZQ�KHUH�
,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWRV�6WHYH�-DPHV

February 9
$�)(:�2)� WKH����¿UH¿JKWHUV�ZKR� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH�2OG�&ROOHJH�

)DUP�5RDG�¿UH�RQ�6DWXUGD\�PRUQLQJ�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�VPRNH�DV�WKH\�
PRYH� JLQJHUO\� RQ� WKH� LF\� VFHQH�� 7KH� WKHUPRPHWHU� UHDG� DOPRVW� ���
GHJUHHV�EHORZ�]HUR�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�-RKQ�6��0F&ULJKW

(See February, Page 9A)

The Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center community celebrated the 
hiring of a top administrator in 
February. Nicole MacTavish — 
a U.S. Army education program 
quality analyst working in 
Kwajalein Atoll, one of the Marshall 
,VODQGV� ²� DFFHSWHG� WKH� MRE� DQG�
would begin her duties on July 1. 
She was hired to succeed interim 
Career Center Superintendent 
Timothy P. Williams, who had 
been hired in August 2022 after a 
previous effort to replace former 
Superintendent Dana Peterson 
proved unsuccessful.

The town of Middlebury in 
February earned a “Neighborhood 
Development Area” designation 
from the state of Vermont for a 
large swath of property in its core 
YLOODJH� DUHD�� ,W¶V� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
FODVVL¿FDWLRQ� WKDW� VKRXOG� VHUYH� DV�
a catalyst for the construction of 
more local affordable housing, 
while giving the community 
priority consideration for state 
grants.
,Q� 0RQWSHOLHU�� ODZPDNHUV� ZHUH�

Since

1800
Excellence in Education
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Since

388-7917
292 Colonial Drive, Middlebury, VT

www.co-opinsurance.com

1916
Since

802-388-2692 | FarmCreditEast.com

Loans, Leases, Financial Services

1919
Since

A Carter Agency Company
 Providing insurance protection to 

Addison County residents 
For over 100 years.

1396 Route 7 S Unit 6, Middlebury
802-385-1189�ǆǭñøſĕťťêĩÑĦøǍëĺİ

1925
Since

ƙƳŕĲĖìŎƓĲɐŠƃĬɝƀŕĉɽ

Porter Medical Center

1926
Since

Our Mission
To provide quality, residential care to 

individuals in a historic setting preserved 
IRU�WKHLU�EHQHƓW�

Shard 
Villa 

Route 125, East Middlebury, VT 
802-388-4915

Check Out Thousands of Products in our 
e-showroom at  goodro-lumber.com

Since 

1930

Celebrating 
93 years! 

 

1930
Since

64 Jackman Drive, Bristol  •  453-2381
www.jackmansinc.com

JACKMAN’S  
OF BRISTOL, INC.

1930
Since

Providing, processing and distributing milk 
and dairy products to Addison County and 

beyond. Started by Richard and Marjory 
James. In the same family, under the same 

name for 4 generations.

1943
Since

“Making Friends Warm is
our Business for 80 Years!”

MIDDLEBURY, VT • 802-388-9260

PLUMBING & HEATING • PETROLEUM 
EQUIPMENT • HEATING OIL

1946
Since

Happy Holidays!
58 Maple Street

The Marble Works, Middlebury
802-388-4944

 addisonindependent.com

Since

1946
518 Maple St • Salisbury • 352-4241

WHERE THE  
EGG COMES 
FIRST & THE 
HENS ARE 
TREATED RIGHT

1948
Formerly known as Vergennes Wine 

211 Main Street, Vergennes    
(802) 877-6312  |  www.Hare.dog

Since

1953
Since

Vermont’s Credit Union

VermontFederal.org 
(802) 658-0225

Addison County locations in
Middlebury and Vergennes

(See March, Page 10A)

busy working on a number of bills 
— including legislation aimed at 
guaranteeing paid family leave. 
Leading that effort was state Rep. 
Robin Scheu, D-Middlebury, who 
saw the bill as a way to assist 
Vermonters needing to take care of 
an infant, sick family member or 
WKRVH�ÀHHLQJ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�

Another bill proved to be far 
more controversial. Members 
of the Addison County business 
community turned up the heat 
on Bill S.5, also known as the 
Affordable Heat Act. The bill 
was aimed at bending the curve 
on climate change in Vermont 
through major investments in 
weatherization and the transition to 
green heating systems in homes and 
businesses. As originally crafted, 
S.5 called for, among other things, 
establishing a Clean Heat Standard 
that would’ve required importers of 
fossil heating fuels into Vermont to 
reduce pollution over time. Fossil 
fuel importers would have been 
asked to help subsidize cleaner heat 
options — primarily for low- and 
middle-income Vermonters — such 
as weatherization and heat pumps. 
That provision drew particular 
criticism from area heating fuel 
companies. In response, the authors 
of S.5 agreed to make then bill a 
two-year study.

The Addison Central School 
District board agreed to change 
the ACSD charter in a manner that 
will make the future shuttering of 
a district school more arduous. 
Article 14 of the ACSD charter had 
given the ACSD board exclusive 
rights to close a district school, 
if such a measure were approved 
by at least 10 of the panel’s 13 
members — aka, a supermajority 
vote. But the board in February 
added an extra wrinkle to the 
charter stating that the closure 
process will also require a majority 
vote of the combined electorate of 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge before any school 
building can be closed.

Maple Broadband connected 
LWV� ¿UVW� $GGLVRQ� &RXQW\�
FXVWRPHUV� WR� KLJK�VSHHG�� ¿EHU�
optic internet services. The 
lucky, initial customers were 
located in Cornwall, Middlebury 
and Salisbury. Plans called for 
installation of 100 more miles of 
¿EHU� RSWLF� OLQHV� GXULQJ� ����� WR�
bring service to more of Cornwall 
and Salisbury, along with portions 
of Orwell, Shoreham, Whiting and 
Leicester.

Sugarmaking got off to an early 
start in February, thanks to freezing 
temperatures at night followed by 
40-plus-degree days that prompted 
WKH�VDS�WR�ÀRZ�

February was a month during 
which the upcoming Town 
Meeting Day municipal and school 
board races came into focus. Some 
particularly interesting ones: Four 
candidates emerged for three spots 
on the Vergennes City Council, 

(February from Page 8A)

February 2
VICTORIOUS MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE Log Rolling Club member Audrey Welsh keeps her balance on 

D�FRORUIXO�WLPEHU�ÀRDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VKDOORZ�HQG�RI�WKH�FROOHJH�1DWDWRULXP�6XQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�DV�D�FRPSHWLWRU�
from the University of Vermont gets dunked.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

March 9
5<$1�0&18/7<��$66,67$17�JHQHUDO�PDQDJHU�RI� WKH�0LGGOHEXU\�

6QRZERZO�� VSHQW� SDUW� RI� :HGQHVGD\� PRUQLQJ� FOHDULQJ� WKH� XSSHU�
GHFN�RI�WKH�EDVH�ORGJH�DIWHU�WKLV�ZHHN¶V�VWRUP��$ERXW����SOXV�LQFKHV�
IHOO� DW� WKH� 6QRZERZO�� DV� ZHOO� DV� LQ� PRXQWDLQ� WRZQV� WKURXJKRXW�
Addison County.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�$QJHOR�/\QQ

March 9
-$,0(�0F&$//80�78516�DZD\�IURP�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�:H\EULGJH�

WRZQ�PHHWLQJ�0RQGD\�HYHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�:H\EULGJH�(OHPHQWDU\�J\P�WR�
VKDUH�D�PRPHQW�ZLWK�KLV�GDXJKWHU�7HVVD��ZKR�SDXVHV�KHU�RZQ�QRWH�
WDNLQJ�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�KHU�GDG�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�0HJDQ�-DPHV

while two people stepped up for 
one available seat on the Addison 
Northwest School District board. 
Nine candidates announced for 
four available spots on the Addison 
Central School District board.

It was a month that saw Joanne 
Corbett announce she’d step down 
as executive director of Elderly 

Services Inc. after a 33-year 
run. Elderly Services is a much-
UHYHUHG� QRQSUR¿W� WKDW� GHOLYHUV�
comprehensive counseling, 
educational programming, 
entertainment and daycare to 
around 80 elders at its own spacious 
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Center 
DW�����([FKDQJH�6W��LQ�0LGGOHEXU\��

Valentine’s Day featured 
the launch of “Gather” at 48 
Merchants Row, a 1,400-square-
foot space in which folks are 
invited to congregate, enjoy food, 
chat with neighbors, do laundry, 
DQG� EHQH¿W� IURP� HQWHUWDLQLQJ� DQG�
therapeutic programming — all for 
free. It’s a project of the Cornwall-
based Bread Loaf Mountain Zen 
&RPPXQLW\�� ZKLFK� VLJQHG� D� ����
year lease for what was once 
home to the Bourdon Insurance 
Agency. Gather would become a 
particularly important spot for the 
community’s houseless population.

Middlebury College marked the 
centennial of its annual Winter 
Carnival, a three-day-event 
¿OOHG� ZLWK� VNLLQJ� FRPSHWLWLRQV��
snow sculptures, a grand ball, 
music and parties. The tradition 
ZDV� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� ����� DQG� KDV�
changed in scope and popularity 
through the years.

March
March is synonymous with 

“Town Meeting Day” in Vermont, 
and Addison County residents 
GXWLIXOO\� ¿HOGHG� D� YDULHW\� RI�
¿VFDO� \HDU� ����� PXQLFLSDO�
school budgets, special purchases, 
elections and referenda in their 
respective towns.

County taxpayers passed all their 
school and town budgets, mostly 

by substantial margins.
Voters in the Middlebury area 

decided a nine-person race for 
four spots on the Addison Central 
School District board. Those 
making the cut were incumbent 
Ellen Whelan-Wuest of Cornwall 
(just appointed in January); Tricia 
Allen and Jason Chance, both 
of Middlebury; and incumbent 
Suzanne Buck of Bridport.

Sadly, there were no takers for 
four vacant seats on the Mount 
$EUDKDP� 8QL¿HG� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW�
board, seats representing Bristol 
�����0RQNWRQ� ���� DQG�1HZ�+DYHQ�
(1).

In Vergennes, residents picked 
a new mayor, Chris Bearor (who 
ran unopposed), and decided a 
four-person race for three spots on 
the city council. Two incumbents, 
Sue Rakowski and Ian Huizenga, 
and newbie Cheryl Brinkman were 
HOHFWHG��ZKLOH�'RQ�3HUOH\�¿QLVKHG�
out of the running.

In Middlebury, residents re-
elected incumbent selectboard 
members Dan Brown and Brian 
Carpenter to new three-year terms, 
and incumbent Isabel Gogarty to a 
two-year term.

Incumbents also breezed to new 
terms in Bristol; John “Peeker” 
Heffernan and Michelle Perlee ran 
unopposed for the selectboard.

In addition to endorsing 
WKHLU� )<¶��� PXQLFLSDO� EXGJHW��
Middlebury voters backed 
proposals to invest in a new, $3.5 
million municipal water holding 
tank; to change the town charter 
in a manner allowing future 
town treasurers to be appointed, 
instead of elected; and agreed to 
a purchase the former Maverick 
VHUYLFH� VWDWLRQ� DW� ���&RXUW� 6W�� IRU�
���������� D� SURSHUW\� WKH� WRZQ�
needs for a future realignment of 
WKH� &RXUW� 6WUHHW�0RQURH� 6WUHHW�
Charles Avenue intersection.

Middlebury Union High School 
landed a new principal in March 
— though the person hired needed 
little introduction to the community. 
Caitlin Steele was awarded the 
gig after having taken the job for 
a test drive following the sudden 
resignation of Justin Campbell 
in January. Steele has been with 
WKH� $&6'� VLQFH� ������ ZKHQ� VKH�
was hired as director of teaching 
& learning. She was promoted to 
assistant superintendent of teaching 
	�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�-XO\�������6WHHOH�ZDV�
the top choice from among three 
¿QDOLVWV�IRU�WKH�MRE�
5LSWRQ� DOVR� FRQ¿UPHG� D� QHZ�

principal: Bridport School teacher 
Megan Cheresnick, who agreed to 
helm Ripton Elementary beginning 
July 1.

While Middlebury and Ripton 
both snagged new school leaders, 
the town of Bristol learned it’d be 
in the market for a new elementary 
school principal. John Bratko 
announced he’d take an immediate 
leave of absence for the remainder 
of the academic year and sever 
ties with the school after that. 
Bratko had just begun his tenure 
as Bristol Elementary’s principal 
LQ�-XO\�RI�������DQG�ZDV�WKH�IRXUWK�
administrator to lead the school 
VLQFH������

Jason Ouellette got the word 

1927
Service Above Self

Serving Addison County Since

1934
Since

middleburysnowbowl.com

Family friendly winter
fun for everyone!
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1969
founded in 

862 US 7, Vergennes   •   victoryvt.org

ictory Baptist

Church Ministries

1954
Since

P.O.Box 94
Vergennes, VT 05491

VERGENNES 
/,216b&/8%

Come Join Us-“We Serve”

1955
Since

1 Washington Street, Middlebury
388-2772

For all your insurance needs
1955

Since

1 Washington Street, Middlebury
388-2772

Laberge
Insurance

For all your insurance needs

1956
Family Owned &  
Operated Since

Route 125, East Middlebury
388-2661

Sales every Monday & Thursday

Addison County
Commission Sales

T.G. Wisnowski & Sons

1960
Since

Middlebury    |    (802) 388-6356

Attorneys at Law

1962
Since

154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
(802) 877-2878

Gaines
Insurance

Agency

1964
Since

Braces & Invisalign for all ages
388-2222

����.JEEMF�3E��/PSUI�t�.JEEMFCVSZ

���������������ZZZ�DFKKK�RUJ

1968
Since

<RXU�QRQSURILW�91$

Incorporated in

PO Box 204, Vergennes, VT 05491
AddisonCounty.com

Serving the Community
for Over 50 Years

1969

Since

1970
10 Merchants Row • Middlebury 

802.388.3032 • CCV.edu

Vermont’s Most A!ordable College

1970
Since

champlainvalleyequipment.com

1970
Since

802-758-2289
huestisfarmsupply.com
3877 Crown Point Rd., 

Bridport, VT

Huestis Farm Supply

1970
Since

25 West Street, Bristol • 453-3818
www.larosesurveys.com

Celebrating 53 Years
in Addison County!

1971
Since

1971
Since

Route 7 South, Middlebury
388-6297

1971
Since

Route 7 South, Middlebury
388-6297

1974
Since

Celebrating 50 years in 2024!
1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT

SunriseOrchards.com

1972
Established

�����������%ULVWRO(OHFWURQLFV97�FRP

“interim” removed from his 
Vergennes police chief title. The 
city council formally OK’d his 
promotion to top cop, a position 
from which George Merkel had 
retired last fall.
%XW� 9HUJHQQHV� RI¿FLDOV� DOVR�

learned, very tragically, that the 
FLW\�ZRXOG� QHHG� D� QHZ� ¿UH� FKLHI��
$IWHU� ��� \HDUV� ZLWK� WKH� FLW\� ¿UH�
department — the most recent 14 
as chief — Jim Breur succumbed 
to a long battle with cancer. 

Middlebury police agreed to 
take on dispatching services for 
the Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department, an agreement that 
some local law enforcement 
RI¿FLDOV� KRSHG� ZRXOG� OHDG� WR� D�
common dispatching system for all 
the area’s emergency responders.

In Bristol, the selectboard was 
taking stock in the village’s aging 
water distribution system — some 
of it 117 years old and in need of 
replacement. The board estimated 
around half the water lines needed 
to be swapped out, a massive 
undertaking that will come at a 
VLJQL¿FDQW�FRVW�WR�XVHUV�

Lincoln school leaders drafted 
a $4.6 million spending plan to 
cover FY’24 public education 
expenses for the town’s new, Prek-
12 independent school district. 
Local voters would get a chance to 
decide the spending plan in April.

Monkton residents began 
discussing the possible purchase 
of a 445-acre parcel that would be 
designated a “town forest.” The 
Monkton Town Forest Committee, 
established back in 2019, vowed 
to research the potential purchase, 
involving property at the southern 
end of Monkton, near the Bristol 
town line.

A handful of Addison County 
organizations — including Addison 
County Relocalization Network 
(ACORN) — continued their 
efforts to develop a community-
based commercial kitchen and 
tortilla factory to serve as a space 
for residents to grow their food-
related businesses, whip up value-
added products or gather with 
one another over a meal. Joining 
the effort was the Addison Allies 
1HWZRUN�� D� QRQSUR¿W� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
dedicated to supporting the 
county’s migrant community.

Nikki Campbell and Hannah 
Roque, wife and stepdaughter, 
respectively, of former Addison 
Independent photographer Trent 
Campbell, teamed up to author a 
booklet called “Stroke Stories.” It’s 
a handy, 20-page publication that 
offers links to important healthcare 
resources for stroke survivors and 
their families, as well as poignant 
stories from patients and caregivers 
who continue to navigate the road 
to recovery. The two women 
committed to authoring the booklet 
to share what they’d learned 
following a series of three strokes 
WKDW� 7UHQW� KDG� VXIIHUHG�� WKH� ¿UVW�

(March from Page 9A)

March 2
3$5(176�:$7&+�$6�D�JURXS�RI�¿UVW��DQG�IRXUWK�JUDGH�NLGV�WU\�WR�VOLGH�HQ�PDVVH�GRZQ�WKH�VOHGGLQJ�KLOO�

EHKLQG�WKH�0LGGOHEXU\�5HF�&HQWHU�RQ�6XQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ��$PSOH�VQRZ�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�D�VSLULW�RI�DGYHQWXUH�
UHVXOWHG�LQ�JUHDW�IXQ�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�-RKQ�6��0F&ULJKW�

one back in 2018.
2I¿FLDOV� DW� 0LGGOHEXU\¶V� 7RZQ�

Hall Theater got some great 
news. The performing arts hub 
on Merchants Row was awarded 
a $500,000 grant to help pay for 
a 7,000-square-foot addition and 
public plaza. The grant came 
through the Vermont Agency 
of Commerce and Community 
Development’s Community 
Recovery and Revitalization 
Program, and it would help defray 
an approximately $7.5 million 
THT building project. 

April 6
623+,(� -2+1621�� 2875($&+� &RRUGLQDWRU� IRU� WKH� $GGLVRQ�

&RXQW\� 5LYHU�:DWFK� &ROODERUDWLYH�� SRLQWV� WR� D� SDUW� RI� WKH� %DUQHV�
%URRN�� 7KH� FROODERUDWLYH� KDV� ODXQFKHG� D� FDPSDLJQ� IRFXVHG� RQ�
DGGUHVVLQJ� SROOXWLRQ� LQ� WKH� 0LGGOHEXU\� ZDWHUVKHG� DQG� LQFUHDVLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�VWUHDP�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�0DULQ�+RZHOO

April 27
1,*(5,$1�$57�$0%$66$'25�,EL\LQND�$ODR�VKDUHV�ZLWK�5LSWRQ�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�VWXGHQWV�WKH�VWRULHV�EHKLQG�KLV�FRORUIXO�SDLQWLQJV��

7KH�DUWLVW�ZDV�YLVLWLQJ�$GGLVRQ�&RXQW\�IRU�D�QLQH�GD\�UHVLGHQF\�DQG�VSRNH�DW�VHYHQ�DUHD�VFKRROV�DV�SDUW�RI�RQJRLQJ�FROODERUDWLRQV�ZLWK�
0LGGOHEXU\�&ROOHJH�ELRORJ\�SURIHVVRU�*UHJ�3DVN�

3KRWR�E\�*UHJ�3DVNO

April

(See April, Page 11A)

A tragic discovery marked the 
beginning of April in Addison 
County, when the body of 17-year-
old Rebecca Ball was recovered 
on April 4 in a wooded area on the 
west side of Otter Creek, north of 
Belden Falls, in Weybridge. The 
discovery ended a massive search 
that began when the Middlebury 
teen was reported missing on 
March 29 and that brought together 
Middlebury and Vermont State 
police forces, other agencies and 
a large group of citizen volunteers. 
Authorities believed Ball’s death 
was an accident, as the teen, who 
had shown a history of “walking 
off” when she was upset or angry, 
spent multiple nights outdoors 
in below-freezing temperatures 
without sustenance or warm 
clothing and likely succumbed after 
one or two days in the elements. 

The Middlebury Chapel made 
the front page in April, after 
Middlebury College alum and 
former Vermont Gov. Jim Douglas 
RI� 0LGGOHEXU\� ¿OHG� D� ���SDJH�
lawsuit challenging college 
RI¿FLDOV¶� ����� GHFLVLRQ� WR� FKDQJH�
the name of the historic structure, 
formerly known as Mead Memorial 
Chapel. Douglas argued that the 
name change broke an agreement 
between the institution and former 
Gov. John Abner Mead, the college 
alum who funded construction of 
the building and asked that it be 

named in honor of his ancestors. 
&ROOHJH� RI¿FLDOV� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU� RI�
2021 announced the institution 
would remove Mead from the 
building’s name, citing Mead’s role 
in the state’s eugenics movement 
as prompting the decision. 

In other college-related news in 
April, Middlebury College senior 
and Middlebury Fire Department 
YROXQWHHU� ¿UH¿JKWHU� (PLO\� -RQHV�
ran her way to a world record in 
front of around 120 friends, fellow 
¿UH¿JKWHUV� DQG� RWKHU� VXSSRUWHUV��
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1976
Since

1330 Exchange St., Suite 102
.JEEMFCVSZ�t���������

Local Eye Surgery at Porter Hospital

1979
Since

1297 Exchange St., Middlebury
802-388-0627

maplelandmark.com

Locally cra!ed gi!s for all ages.

1980
Since

Formerly WomenSafe

Advocacy, 
outreach, 
and social 

change to end 
gender-based 

violence.

1980
Since

802-388-8999
John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Wireless Internet

Fiber Optics & Surveillance Systems

1980
vtadultlearning.org

Providing adult education
in Addison County

since

Since

1981
Shoreham, VT • GoldenRussetFarm.com

Addison County’s premier growers of  
organic vegetables, bedding plants & !owers

1981
Since

802-989-7651
3 Elm Street, Middlebury, VT

Gregsmarketvt.com

Where Quality & Service Come First

GREG’S
Market & Deli

1981
Since

rockydalegardens.com
Bristol, Vermont

33 Seymour St • Middlebury • 388-7620

Since

1982
Your Under the Car Specialists.

1982
Since

4FZNPVS�4U�
�.JEE��t���������

“We care” for your
land and animals.

1982
Since

���8BTIJOHUPO�4U�
�.JEE�t���������

A Middlebury Family Restaurant
1J[[B�t�1BTUB�t�4VCT�t�4PVQT

4BMBET�t�$BM[POFT

1984
Since

Middlebury, Vermont
802-388-9925   |   www.swifthouseinn.com

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont
���������������t�	���
���������

www.lagvt.com

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont
���������������t�	���
���������

www.lagvt.com

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont 
1-800-477-4384• (802) 453-4384 

www.lagvt.com

1983
Since

Formerly Marsh & Wagner, P.C. 
62 Court St., Middlebury • 802-388-4026

wagnerlawvt.com

To accomplish the feat, Jones ran a 
mile around Middlebury College’s 
Dargone Track while wearing 60 
SRXQGV�RI�¿UH¿JKWLQJ�WXUQRXW�JHDU�
and breathing through a respirator, 
all in eight minutes and 25 seconds. 
Jones’s time crushed the former 
Guinness Book of World Record of 
11:00 for a female runner. 

In Cornwall, members of the 
Mary Baker Allen chapter of 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) were busy 
breathing new life into the formerly 
dormant Samson Memorial House, 
a 108-year-old building in the 
center of town. The building, 
owned by the local DAR chapter, 
had seen less and less use over the 
years as the group’s membership 
dwindled to a point where it no 
longer had enough people for 
monthly meetings and special 
events. However, more recent 
efforts to recruit new members 
and transfer members from 
healthier DAR chapters had proven 
successful, and in April the local 
group was preparing to once again 
welcome community members to 
the historic structure, particularly 
during an open house the following 
month. 

The search for a new 
superintendent to lead the 
Addison Central School District 
seemed to progress in April, 
ZKHQ� GLVWULFW� RI¿FLDOV� LGHQWL¿HG�
and began interviewing two 
¿QDOLVWV� IRU� WKH� SRVLWLRQ�� 6X]DQQH�
Gruendling, director of policy 
implementation for the Essex-
Westford School District; and 
Barbara Anne Komons-Montroll, 
top administrator of the Windham 
Southwest Supervisory Union in 
Vermont. 

However, the ACSD board 
ultimately decided to pause its 
search for a new superintendent 
and begin looking for an interim 
district leader instead. The decision 
came after Komons-Montroll 
withdrew her application following 
WKH� ¿UVW� URXQG� RI� LQWHUYLHZV�� 6KH�
did not elaborate on the reason 
for withdrawal, though ACSD 
stakeholders had raised concerns 
about a recent U.S. Department 
of Justice investigation into the 
response of the Twin Valley School 
District (part of the supervisory 
union the administrator leads) to 
complaints of student-on-student 
harassment based on race and sex. 
Komons-Montroll’s departure left 
Gruendling as the lone candidate 
for the job, and ACSD board 
members ultimately decided not to 
offer her the position. 

Lincoln residents packed 
Burnham Hall on April 12 to 
discuss and vote on the Lincoln 
6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW¶V� ¿UVW� VSHQGLQJ�
plan. Though it wasn’t the district’s 
¿UVW�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ��WKH�JDWKHULQJ�
was still a momentous occasion: 
Lincoln voters elected by voice 
vote three members, including 
one new member, to serve on the 
school board, and they adopted by 
a wide margin by a standing vote 
a $4.6 million spending plan for 
WKH� VFKRRO� GLVWULFW¶V� ¿UVW� \HDU� RI�
operation, which would begin July 
1. 

Elsewhere in the 5-town area, the 
0RXQW� $EUDKDP� 8QL¿HG� 6FKRRO�
board in April heard concerns 

(April from Page 10A)

IURP� DURXQG� D� GR]HQ� FRPPXQLW\�
members after a student of color 
at Bristol Elementary School was 
twice called a racial slur. Residents 
FDOOHG� RQ� VFKRRO� RI¿FLDOV� WR� WDNH�
immediate and extensive action 
in addressing racism throughout 

the district and ensuring all 
students feel safe and supported, 
such as by incorporating an anti-
racism course into the district’s 
curriculum and hiring (within the 
QH[W�¿YH�\HDUV��PRUH�WHDFKHUV�DQG�
staff who are Black, Indigenous or 

May 25
PATRICIA HANNAFORD CAREER Center students head into the woods in Wright Park where they felled 

more than 100 trees that are being cleared for a multi-use trail that will link the Belden Falls trailhead with 
an important shrubland in the Middlebury park. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

June 1
-2(�'(*5$<�&876�KLV�ODVW�KHDG�RI�KDLU�²�EHORQJLQJ�WR�$UPRQG�

Brisson, one of his oldest customers — after a barbering career that 
EHJDQ����\HDUV�DJR��³-RH¶V�%DUEHU�6KRS´�LQ�0LGGOHEXU\��RZQHG�E\�
6KHOOH\�%U\DQW��ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EHDU�-RH¶V�QDPH�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

May 4
OK, THE WARMER weather can return, the annual May Day celebration has taken place at the 

Waterworks Property in Bristol. The Beltane celebration, sponsored by Vermont Family Forests, took 
SODFH�D�GD\�HDUO\�WKLV�\HDU��RQ�6XQGD\��$SULO�����7KH�WKUHH�GR]HQ�RU�VR�SHRSOH�ZKR�DWWHQGHG�¿UVW�HQMR\HG�
VRPH�URXVLQJ�PXVLF�IURP�D�¿UVW�FODVV�TXDUWHW�RI�PXVLFLDQV�EHIRUH�FDUU\LQJ�LQ�D�0D\�SROH��GDQFLQJ�DURXQG�
LW�DQG�HQMR\LQJ�D�JRRG�WLPH��

3KRWR�E\�-RQDWKDQ�%ODNH

people of color. 
School-related news continued 

WR�¿OO�WKH�IURQW�SDJH�LQ�$SULO��DIWHU�
WKH� FRXQW\¶V� WKUHH� XQL¿HG� VFKRRO�
districts teamed up on a county-
ZLGH� EXV� FRQWUDFW�� 2I¿FLDOV� ZHUH�
hopeful the “strength in numbers” 
approach would reap a better deal 
for student transportation than 
continuing to broker individual 
deals, however the districts’ 
request for busing contract 
proposals yielded just one bid 
— from Betcha Transit/Student 
Transportation of America, which 
has served as the transportation 
provider for each of the districts 
IRU�GHFDGHV��:KLOH�WKHLU�¿UVW�HIIRUW�
did not yield many bids, district 
RI¿FLDOV� UHPDLQHG� RSWLPLVWLF� WKDW�
their collaboration could prove to 
be fruitful in the years to come. 

In Vergennes, city council 
members in April took steps 
WRZDUG� FUHDWLQJ� D� FLWL]HQ� SDQHO�
to work with the city’s police 
department. The council on April 
11 began the process of forming 
the committee by agreeing to start 
recruiting up to nine members for 
the panel, as well as by reviewing 
and tweaking a revised committee 
charge written by City Manager 
Ron Redmond. Council members 
eyed the Community Engagement 
Committee as a potential bridge 
EHWZHHQ� WKH� GHSDUWPHQW¶V� RI¿FHUV�
DQG� WKH� FLWL]HQV� WKH\� VHUYH��
Potential duties of the committee 
outlined in the draft committee 
charge included holding regular 
meetings to “review and provide 
feedback” on “regularly provided 
reports” on the “number and 
W\SHV� RI� FLWL]HQ� FRPSODLQWV� DQG�
compliments received,” the types 
and volume of calls for service, 
and the department budget.

May
The Middlebury selectboard in 

May unanimously voted to hire 
Karin Mott, a longtime manager 
at the Middlebury Natural Foods 
Co-op, to succeed Ann Webster as 
Middlebury’s town clerk. Mott will 
FRQWLQXH� WR� ¿OO� WKH� MRE� XQWLO� QH[W�
March, when she’ll have the choice 
WR�UXQ�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�WZR�\HDUV�RQ�WKH�
term.
2I¿FLDOV� LQ� RWKHU� SDUWV� RI� WKH�

FRXQW\� ZHUH� DOVR� EXV\� ¿OOLQJ�
open positions. The committee 
tasked with searching for Bristol 
Elementary School’s next top 
administrator selected Brandon 
resident Aaron Boynton to serve 
in the post. The committee also 
bolstered the school’s leadership 
team by tapping Bill Huggett, then 
acting principal at BES, and Anne 
McKinney, a literacy coach at the 
elementary school, to serve as co-
assistant principals. 

In Vergennes, councilors 
XQDQLPRXVO\� FRQ¿UPHG�
interim Vergennes Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief David 
DiBiase as the permanent head 

(See May, Page 12A)

1975
Since

rikertoutdoor.com

Winter at
your pace



PAGE 12A — Addison Independent, Thursday, December 28, 2023

Chronology 2023
A Year In Review

1985
Born in

257 Main St., Vergennes
(802) 877-3372

www.orlaw-vt.com

OUIMETTE & RUNCIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

James H. Ouimette
James W. Runcie

Jeremiah J. Ouimette

1986
Since

OtterCreekBakery.com

Since

64 Main St, Middlebury • 802-388-7711

Since

1986

Experience 
the diversity 

and creativity 
that Vermont 

producers have 
to o!er.

1987
Since

(802) 388-3533802) 388-3533
231 Court St., Middlebury 231 Court St., Middlebury 
AddisonWellnessPT.comAddisonWellnessPT.com

Founded

1987
36 Main St • Bristol • 802-453-2378

1987
Since

42 Main St., Middlebury • 388-3353

Nancie Dunn, Proprietor
Featuring Nancie Dunn Cards 

and Bruce Baker’s Jewelry
37

Years!

Information on waste reduction,
reuse, recycling, composting, solid

& hazardous waste disposal.

1989
802-388-2333

Route 7 South, Midd., VT 05753
www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org

Since

1988
Since

4373 Vt. Route 17 West, Addison
802-759-2562

Serving all your farming needs.

REED’SREED’S
EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT

1989
Since

6(59,&(���,167$//$7,21���5(3$,56
John D. Fuller, Master Plumber
$BTF�4U�
�.JEEMFCVSZ�t���������

Since

1989
John D. Fuller, Master Plumber

Case St • Middlebury • 388-2019

SERVICE • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

1990
Since

1990
Since

Rt. 125, East Middlebury
Behind Goodro Lumber

388-2903

1990
Since

Rt. 125, East Middlebury
Behind Goodro Lumber

388-2903

1990
Since

Rt. 125, East Middlebury
Behind Goodro Lumber

388-2903

1990
Since

Rt. 125, East Middlebury
Behind Goodro Lumber

388-2903

&RQWDFW�)UHG�.HQQH\���������������
fkenney@addisoncountyedc.org

www.addisoncountyedc.org

1991
Since

Launch… Grow… Thrive
Your Partner in Business Success 

1992
Since

296 Buttolph Dr., Middlebury
(802) 388-1238

memorialsportscenter.org

of the department. DiBiase had 
been serving as interim head 
of the department since March, 
when longtime Chief Jim Breur 
succumbed to cancer. Breur had 
named DiBiase the department’s 
¿UVW�GHSXW\�FKLHI�LQ�������

Plans for a new regional transfer 
VWDWLRQ� KLW� WKH� IURQW� SDJH� LQ�0D\��
7KH�$GGLVRQ� &RXQW\� 6ROLG�:DVWH�
Management District purchased 
land in New Haven to host the 
IDFLOLW\�� ZKLFK� LV� VODWHG� WR� RSHQ�
VRPHWLPH� LQ� WKH� QH[W� \HDU� DQG�
VLW� RQ� URXJKO\� ���� DFUHV� DW� ���
Campground Road, close to Route 
7. Once complete, the transfer 
station will offer a place for 
FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�EULQJ�WKHLU�
UHVLGHQWLDO� WUDVK�� UHF\FODEOHV� DQG��
HYHQWXDOO\�� KRXVHKROG� KD]DUGRXV�
waste.
$OVR� LQ� 0D\�� SHRSOH� VWDUWHG�

WDONLQJ� DERXW� IRUPHU� 0LGGOHEXU\�
8QLRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO� 3ULQFLSDO�
-XVWLQ� &DPSEHOO¶V� -DQXDU\�
resignation after a Chittenden 
&RXQW\� QHZVSDSHU� SXEOLVKHG� D�
VWRU\� VSHFXODWLQJ� RQ� KLV� UHDVRQV�
IRU� GRLQJ� VR�� $V� IRUPHU� 08+6�
coaches Jill and Pat Dunn traded 
accusations with the Addison 
&HQWUDO� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� RYHU�
Campbell’s investigation of a 
GULQNLQJ�SDUW\�DW�WKH�'XQQV¶�KRPH��
the Addison Independent wrapped 
up a months-long investigation into 
the case. The Dunns alleged that 
Campbell had fabricated evidence 
RI�WKH�XQGHUDJH�GULQNLQJ�SDUW\�WKDW�
OHG�WR�WKH�¿ULQJ�RI�WKH�WZR�08+6�
coaches — Jill as girls’ tennis 
FRDFK� DQG� 3DW� DV� DVVLVWDQW� ER\V¶�
basketball coach. 

Campbell had cited interviews 
ZLWK�WKUHH�08+6�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KH�
said had told him about drinking 
DW� WKH� SDUW\�� 7KH� 'XQQV� KLUHG� D�
private investigator who recorded 
brief interviews with the three 
VWXGHQWV� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� GHQLHG�
having talked with Campbell about 
WKH� SDUW\�� &DPSEHOO¶V� UHVLJQDWLRQ��
HIIHFWLYH� LPPHGLDWHO\� LQ� -DQXDU\��
came just hours after the Dunns 
ZHUH�LQIRUPHG�E\�DQ�$&6'�ODZ\HU�
that an investigation substantiated 
their claims that Campbell made 
up the interviews. 

Multiple attempts to reach Justin 
Campbell were fruitless.

The Dunns told the Independent 
WKDW�WKH�DOOHJHG�GULQNLQJ�SDUW\�ZDV�
D� SUHWH[W� IRU� WKHLU� ¿ULQJ�� EXW� WKDW�
VFKRRO�RI¿FLDOV�GLG�QRW�UHQHZ�WKHLU�
FRQWUDFWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRPSODLQHG�
about their boss — the activities 
director. After acknowledging the 
fabricated evidence, the school 
district investigated the case again, 
and determined that the Dunns’ 
contracts were not renewed for 
UHDVRQV� EH\RQG� WKH� WHVWLPRQ\�
RI� WKH� WKUHH� VWXGHQWV�� EXW� WKH\�
declined to give details because it 
is a personnel matter. 

Jill Dunn’s attempt to get federal 
regulators to investigate her claim 
WKDW� VKH� KDG� EHHQ� XQIDLUO\� WUHDWHG�
because of her gender did not go 
DQ\ZKHUH�
0HDQZKLOH�� LQ� %ULVWRO�� 6WHYHQ�

Heffernan and other co-owners 
RI� *+5� 0HWDO� 5HF\FOLQJ� ZHUH�
working to coordinate a proper 
PLOLWDU\� EXULDO� IRU�$OODQ� 0RFK�� D�
9LHWQDP� :DU� HUD� YHWHUDQ� ZKRVH�
remains were discovered in the 

(May from Page 11A)

June 22
IN ANTICIPATION OF a speech by an anti-trans activist at Vergennes Union High School on Tuesday 

evening, several hundred people met up outside the school to make posters in support of transexual 
SHRSOH�DQG�WKHQ�PDUFKHG�WR�WKH�FLW\�JUHHQ�IRU�WKH�FLW\¶V�¿UVW�3ULGH�UDOO\�

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

June 15
DURING FRIDAY’S COMMENCEMENT ceremony at Vergennes Union High School, seniors, from left, 

Flynn Bolduc, Scott Botala, Eli Brace and Kyra Bradford look expectantly to the moment when they will 
JHW�WKHLU�GLSORPDV��

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�-RKQ�6��0F&ULJKW

trunk of an abandoned car in the 
EXVLQHVV¶V� 3LWWVIRUG� VFUDS\DUG��
+HIIHUQDQ�KDG�VSHQW�QHDUO\�D�\HDU�
WU\LQJ� WR� HQVXUH�0RFK� ZDV� JLYHQ�
a serviceman’s burial and hadn’t 
KDG�DQ\�OXFN�ZKHQ�WKH�Independent 
VSRNH�ZLWK�KLP�LQ�0D\��&KDOOHQJHV�
of the effort included getting in 
WRXFK� ZLWK�0RFK¶V� IDPLO\�� ZKRVH�
permission would be needed for 
a funeral home to claim Moch’s 
remains. 
,Q� 0D\�� 0LGGOHEXU\� UHVLGHQW�

.HQ� 6FXSS� FRPSOHWHG� WKH� 8QLWHG�
:D\� RI� $GGLVRQ� &RXQW\¶V� ³5DFH�
IRU� WKH� 5HVW� RI� 8V�´� :KLOH� WKH�
SKLODQWKURSLF�³UDFH´�RQO\�FRQVLVWHG�
RI�����NLORPHWHU��LW�PDUNHG�WKH�HQG�
of an arduous, medical marathon 
IRU� 6FXSS�� 6HYHQ� PRQWKV� SULRU�
WR� WKH� UDFH�� 6FXSS� KDG� UHFHLYHG� D�
heart transplant, an operation that’s 
allowed him to live an active life 
after several months during which 
his survival was in grave doubt. 
7KH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�6KRUHKDP¶V�

6W�� *HQHYLHYH� &KXUFK� ZDV�
DOVR� FHOHEUDWLQJ� LQ� 0D\�� DIWHU�
parishioners won a major round 
LQ� DQ� RQJRLQJ� ¿JKW� WR� NHHS� WKH�
����\HDU�ROG� SODFH� RI� ZRUVKLS�
RSHQ��WKH�'LFDVWHU\�IRU�WKH�&OHUJ\�RI�
WKH�+RO\�6HH��EDVHG�DW�7KH�9DWLFDQ��
UHYHUVHG�D������GHFLVLRQ�E\�%LVKRS�
RI�%XUOLQJWRQ�&KULVWRSKHU�-��&R\QH�
WR�FORVH�6W��*HQHYLHYH¶V��D�GHFLVLRQ�
&R\QH�PDGH� LQ� SDUW� EDVHG� RQ� WKH�
ongoing decline in the number of 
6W��*HQHYLHYH�SDULVKLRQHUV�DQG�WKH�
need for substantial renovations to 
the building. Parishioners Randall 
and Kathleen Brisson in the spring 
RI������DSSHDOHG�&R\QH¶V�GHFLVLRQ��
DQG� D� \HDU� ODWHU�� WKH� 9DWLFDQ¶V�
'LFDVWHU\� UXOHG� LQ� WKH� %ULVVRQV¶�
favor. 

Efforts to create more affordable 
KRXVLQJ� LQ� $GGLVRQ� &RXQW\�
continued throughout the region 
LQ� 0D\�� 7KH� 3DWULFLD� +DQQDIRUG�
Career Center hosted an open 
KRXVH� RQ� 0D\� ���� VKRZFDVLQJ�
WKH� ¿UVW� WLQ\� KRPH�� DOVR� UHIHUUHG�
WR� DV� D� ³ULJKW�� VL]HG´� KRPH�� EXLOW�
E\� VWXGHQWV� LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK�

a group called HomesFirstVT. 
,Q� WKH� ��WRZQ� DUHD�� 0RQNWRQ�
RI¿FLDOV� ZHUH� ORRNLQJ� WR� GHYHORS�
a new housing committee that 
ZRXOG�LGHQWLI\�RSWLRQV�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�
more affordable housing in town. 
Over in Lincoln, the planning 
commission was exploring 
SRWHQWLDO� DGMXVWPHQWV� WR� ]RQLQJ�
regulations that would create more 
housing opportunities in the town’s 
four village districts as part of the 
SDQHO¶V�ZRUN�ZLWK�D��������%\ODZ�
0RGHUQL]DWLRQ� *UDQW� LW� UHFHLYHG�
from the Vermont Department 
RI� +RXVLQJ� 	� &RPPXQLW\�
Development. 

And with the end of the school 
\HDU� TXLFNO\� DSSURDFKLQJ�� KXPDQ�
services providers in Addison 
&RXQW\� ZHUH� DQWLFLSDWLQJ� D�
decline in free meal options for 
school-age children whose access 
to meals declines once school is 
let out for the summer. Changes 
in demographics, recent bumps in 
KRXVHKROG� LQFRPH�� ORZ� VWDI¿QJ�
and other factors were expected 
to reduce the number of places 
KXQJU\� NLGV� FRXOG� JHW� IUHH� PHDOV�
over the summer. 

June
,Q�-XQH��$GGLVRQ�&RXQW\�IDUPHUV�

were still assessing the damage 
FDXVHG�E\�D�PLG�0D\�IURVW��ZKLFK�
devastated apple, grape and 
other fruit crops throughout the 
VWDWH�� 6KHOEXUQH� 9LQH\DUG�� ZKLFK�
owns and operates Lincoln Peak 
9LQH\DUG� LQ� 1HZ� +DYHQ�� ORVW� DQ�
HVWLPDWHG�����RI�LWV�RYHUDOO�FURS�LQ�
WKH�IUHH]H�DQG�VRPH�JUDSH�YDULHWLHV�
DW� WKH� YLQH\DUG¶V� 1HZ� +DYHQ�
location experienced upwards of a 
����UHGXFWLRQ��/DWHU�LQ�WKH�PRQWK��
*RY��3KLO�6FRWW�DVNHG�WKDW�WKH�8�6��
Department of Agriculture to issue 
a disaster designation for the state 
of Vermont in response to the frost. 
The declaration would increase 

WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�¿QDQFLDO�DLG�IRU�
growers throughout the state. 

June marked the beginning of 
a new chapter for Joe’s Barber 
6KRS�LQ�0LGGOHEXU\��DIWHU�IRXQGHU�
DQG� ORQJWLPH� EDUEHU� -RH� 'H*UD\�
hung up his barber’s shears at the 
DJH� RI� ���� 'H*UD\¶V� UHWLUHPHQW�
PDUNHG�WKH�HQG�RI�D����\HDU�FDUHHU�
¿OOHG� ZLWK� FXWWLQJ� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI�
$GGLVRQ� &RXQW\� UHVLGHQWV¶� KDLU��
as well as the hair of famous 
poet Robert Frost, actor Burgess 
Meredith and other celebrities. 
2WKHUV� LQ�$GGLVRQ� &RXQW\� DOVR�

DQQRXQFHG� WKH\¶G� VWHS� GRZQ�
from their respective positions. 
0DU\� 0DQOH\� VDLG� VKH¶G� GHSDUW�
IURP� 0LGGOHEXU\¶V� +HQU\�
6KHOGRQ� 0XVHXP� DIWHU� ��� \HDUV�
serving as an administrator at the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
%DUQDE\�)HGHU�LQ�-XQH�SUHSDUHG�

WR�VWHS�GRZQ�DIWHU����\HDUV�OHDGLQJ�
0LGGOHEXU\¶V� &KDPSODLQ� 9DOOH\�
8QLWDULDQ� 8QLYHUVDOLVW� 6RFLHW\��
though he planned to return to the 
place of worship as a congregant. 
And in Vergennes, longtime 
9HUJHQQHV� 8QLRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO�
PDWK� WHDFKHU�1DQF\�$PEURVH� ELG�
farewell to the high school after a 
���\HDU�FDUHHU��

But June wasn’t all JRRGE\HV��
6RPH�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�GHFLGHG�WKH\¶G�
stick around for awhile longer. 
6XFK�ZDV� WKH�FDVH� LQ� WKH�$GGLVRQ�
&HQWUDO� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW�� ZKHUH�
GLVWULFW� RI¿FLDOV� XQDQLPRXVO\�
HQGRUVHG�7LP�:LOOLDPV�WR�VHUYH�DV�
WKH�$&6'¶V�LQWHULP�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�
IRU� WKH� ���������� VFKRRO� \HDU��
:LOOLDPV�� D� IRUPHU� HGXFDWRU� IURP�
3HQQV\OYDQLD�� KDG� VSHQW� WKH� SDVW�
\HDU� DV� LQWHULP� VXSHULQWHQGHQW�
of the Patricia Hannaford Career 
Center. 

In Bristol, an orphaned, black 
bear cub was rescued in June 
after a group of local minors shot 
and killed the bear’s mother on 
0HPRULDO� 'D\�� 9HUPRQW� *DPH�
:DUGHQ�'DOH�:KLWORFN�FDXJKW� WKH�
cub and took it to the Kilham Bear 
&HQWHU� LQ� /\PH��1�+��7KH� \RXQJ�
bear had been on its own for a little 
under a week when it was caught, 
QRW� VWUD\LQJ� IDU� IURP� ZKHUH� LWV�
mother was killed. 
7KH���WRZQ�DUHD�PDGH�WKH�IURQW�

page again in June when state 
RI¿FLDOV� YLVLWHG� D� QHZ� FURS� RI�
affordable housing units taking 
shape in Bristol. The Firehouse 
Apartments development would 
SURYLGH� ��� PL[HG�LQFRPH� XQLWV��
ZLWK� WKH� ¿UVW� WHQDQWV� VHW� WR�PRYH�
LQ�WKLV�6HSWHPEHU��$GGLVRQ�&RXQW\�
&RPPXQLW\�7UXVW�DQG�(YHUQRUWK��D�
QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FRPPLWWHG�
to providing affordable housing 
throughout Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine, collaborated 
on the housing project.
+XQGUHGV� RI� FRPPXQLW\�

members gathered outside 
9HUJHQQHV� 8QLRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO�
RQ� -XQH� ����ZKHQ�:DOW�+H\HU�� DQ�
DGYRFDWH� DJDLQVW� JHQGHU�DI¿UPLQJ�
KHDOWKFDUH� IRU� \RXWK�� VSRNH� YLD�
video during an event hosted at 
WKH� KLJK� VFKRRO�� 2YHU� ¿YH� GR]HQ�
FRPPXQLW\� PHPEHUV� OLVWHQHG�
WR� +H\HU¶V� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� LQVLGH�
the auditorium, while hundreds 
RI� RWKHU� FRPPXQLW\� PHPEHUV�
gathered outside of the school 
to make signs and parade to the 

(See June, Page 13A)

1991
Since

advancedhearingofvermont.com 
802-223-2345

bernie344@gmail.com
We Care.

1987
Est.

Serving Vermont 
and Eastern New York 
McKernonGroup.com

1985
Since

Middlebury & Vergennes
803-388-6888

vermontsun.com

Training and Inspiring the 
people of Addison County to 
Ñëđøĕžø�ťđøĕŗ�ƧťıøŜŜ�ČĺÑĩŜǍ

1986
Since

vermontsuntriathlonseries.com
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1992
Since

802-388-1431
www.newtonerac.com

1992
Since

Mark Raymond  •  Middlebury, VT
802-388-0742

www.raymondrenovationvt.com

1994
Incorporated in 

219 Blake Roy Road
lĶďďŎĖĈƙƃƺɑ�Êª�ɽǧǬǮǬǪ

802-388-3390
gme@gmelectro.com  |  gmelectro.com

1992
Since

918 Maple Street, Salisbury
802-352-4198

Hours: Tues. 10-6, Thurs. 1-4, Sat. 9-12
www.salisburypubliclibrary.wordpress.com 

salisburypubliclibrary@gmail.com

SALISBURY 
FREE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

1997
Since

cyclewisevt.com

Your Adventure Starts Here.

1995
Since

802-388-7145
198 Court St., Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY’S VARIETY STOREMIDDLEBURY’S VARIETY STORE

1994
Since

91 Main Street, Middlebury
���������t�NJEEMFCVSZFZF�DPN

1995
Since

Middlebury, VT
802-349-8646

-ƅŕùŘĖùĲìù�ŦĒù�$ĖƦùŘùĲìù
OUR Experience Makes

1997
Since

219 Main Street, Vergennes, VT 
802-877-3359

Always Buying Always Selling

Stone Block 
Antiques

 

2000
Since

2000
Since

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

2000
Since

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

2000
MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

In Middlebury for decades 
and locally owned since

Looking forward to seeing 
you in the New Year!

MIDDLEBURY
AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury
���������t�NJEEMFCVSZBHXBZ�DPN

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury 
�����������PLGGOHEXU\DJZD\�FRP

2000
Since

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

2000
Since

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

2000
MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

In Middlebury for decades 
and locally owned since

Looking forward to seeing 
you in the New Year!

MIDDLEBURY
AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury
���������t�NJEEMFCVSZBHXBZ�DPN

1998
Since

1998
Since

61 Main Street, Middlebury
388-6788

1998
Since

61 Main Street, Middlebury
388-6788

1997
Since

SHEAR     CUTS
FOCUS SALON

www.shearcutsvt.com

Vergennes, VT 

802-877-2446

blueledgefarm.com

2000
Since

2000
Since

1317 Davis Rd., Monkton VT 05469 
(802) 453-5232

TC138043(1223)1

Since

2000

Securities and Investment Advisory Services are offered 
solely through Equity Services, Inc. (ESI), Member FINRA/
SIPC, 354 Mtn. View Drive, Colchester VT 05446  802-864-
6819. Landmark Financial Services is independent of ESI.   

2000
Since

Marble Works Studio 2006
0DUEOH�:RUNV���0LGGOHEXU\

�����������ZZZ�RWWHUFUHHN\RJD�FRP

City Green for a Pride event that 
celebrated their queer and trans 
neighbors. 

Pride festivities continued on 
June 25, when Middlebury hosted 
its second annual Pride festival on 
the Middlebury Town Green. The 
event featured a parade and a Drag 
Queen Story Hour and coincided 
with the 40th anniversary of the 
VWDWH� RI� 9HUPRQW¶V� ¿UVW� 3ULGH�
march. 

As the month came to a close, 
7RZQ� +DOO� 7KHDWHU� RI¿FLDOV�
announced ambitious plans for 
the years ahead. Those plans 
called for an expansion of the 
historic building at 68 South 
Pleasant St., a $7.5 million project 
expected to boost THT facilities 
and transform it into a regional 
performing arts center. Around 
80 people gathered to hear more 
about the expansion plans during 
a June 28 informational meeting, 
which featured a variety of images 
showing how the 7,000-square-
foot, three-story addition would 
look once completed.

(June from Page 12A)

(See August, Page 14A)

July
July opened with a bang, 

but thankfully no one was 
injured. Middlebury and state 
police cordoned off a portion of 
Seymour, Elm and Maple streets 
in Middlebury on July 1 as they 
negotiated with a man who had 
¿UHG� D� ULÀH� IURP� WKH� ZLQGRZ� RI�
his Seymour Street apartment. The 
standoff ended around 8 p.m., when 
Vermont State Police shot teargas 
into Paul Allard’s apartment, then 
busted in, took away Allard’s .3-06 
ULÀH�� DQG� WRRN� KLP� LQWR� FXVWRG\�
without further incident. Police 
said it appeared that Allard was 
having an emotional crisis of some 
sort. 

The regular rhythm of the year 
was restored as the fabulous Fourth 
of July parade in Bristol (preceded 
by the annual outhouse races), 
followed by a wonderful week of 
plein air music in Middlebury at 
the Festival on the Green.

After more than six months 
of mounting tension with the 
selectboard and the resignation of 
IRXU� RWKHU� WRZQ� RI¿FLDOV�� *RVKHQ�
Town Clerk Rosemary McKinnon 
resigned her position after 15 years 
on the job. Her move followed 
the departure of two selectboard 
members, the road foreman and 
the town treasurer, most of whom 
cited the current three-member 
selectboard as the reason. Assistant 
Town Clerk Marci Hayes, whose 
job was tied to McKinnon’s, left 
that position at the same time 
McKinnon left hers. 

Vermont State Police’s Addison 
County force got a new leader; 
Lt. Tom Mozzer, 48, succeeded 
Lt. Cory Lozier, who was named 
commander of the state police’s 
Williston barracks. Mozzer has a 
quarter century of experience in 
law enforcement.

Former longtime state Rep. and 
Middlebury Selectperson Betty 
Nuovo died on Tuesday, July 4, at 
the age of 91. Nuovo, who gave 
a lot of herself to her community, 

July 27
AFTER DRENCHING RAIN during the second week of July, and just before last week’s deluge, Addison 

County residents endured high winds, hail and a tornado warning on July 13 that left their marks on the 
landscape. Workers cut up and removed a large willow tree that toppled onto a Buttolph Drive home in 
Middlebury as a result of the high winds.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV�

August 10
��+� 0(0%(56� 6.,3� RYHU� SXGGOHV� RXWVLGH� WKH� VKRZ� ULQJ� RQ� D�

soggy opening day of the Addison County Fair and Field Days on 
Tuesday. The rain overnight and then later in the day didn’t affect the 
judging, but forced postponement of several other events including 
the Demolition Derby, which was rescheduled for Wednesday.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV�

July 13
'(63,7(�&+$//(1*,1*�:($7+(5�DW� WKH�VWDUW�RI� WKH�ZHHN�� WKH���WK�DQQXDO�)HVWLYDO�RQ� WKH�*UHHQ�

kicked off with great live music and some other fun performances in Middlebury. Dancer Brendalíz 
Cepeda whips up the crowd, her bandmates and her red skirt on Tuesday evening under the tent on the 
town green as the Puerto Rican band Bombajazzeando played soulful jazz. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV�

was recalled as a dutiful, kind and 
meticulous lawmaker who proved 
a tireless advocate for marginalized 
Vermonters. A lawyer by trade 
and a humanitarian at heart, 
Nuovo’s keen eyes were often 
enlisted to scan legislation for any 
ambiguities, potential loopholes 
or just plain mistakes, and she 
was particularly outspoken in her 
support for same-sex unions, equal 
rights for women, the environment, 
and for services to lift up those in 
need.

Farm stands are a familiar 
roadside attraction in Addison 
County. The simple set-up offers 
consumers a convenient way to 
purchase locally grown produce 
and other products directly from 
area growers whenever they spot an 

open stand. But what if that well-
known model could also be used to 
connect community members with 
the work of local artists? That’s 
the idea behind the new Plank 
Road Art Stand and Gifts, run by 
Bristol resident and artist Brenda 
Myrick. The art stand operates out 
of a converted pony trailer parked 
in front of Myrick’s Plank Road 
home. The roadside treasure trove 
LV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SDLQWLQJV��KDQG�EORZQ�
glass and gifts created in Addison 
County. Passersby can poke into 
the art stand and purchase pieces 
by leaving a check or cash in a cash 
box or making a payment through 
Venmo.

Middlebury Police Chief 
7RP� +DQOH\� LQ� -XO\� FRQ¿UPHG�
he’ll retire from the force later 

this year after more than three 
transformational decades of 
service to the department and the 
community. His contributions 
included establishing a bias-free 
policing policy with respect to 
Addison County’s migrant worker 
population, helping create the 
3'¶V�¿UVW�SROLFLHV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�
manual to create a new culture 
within the department, installing 
a “community policing” system, 
boosting hiring standards, 
spearheading efforts to build a 
new Middlebury PD headquarters, 
and overseeing the transition to 
better technology and equipment. 
Middlebury police also have 
access to a mobile command unit 
and has its own K-9 team — two 
things the department didn’t have 
pre-1991. 

Addison County was spared 
WKH�EUXWDO�ÀRRGLQJ� WKDW�KLW�FHQWUDO�
Vermont in early July, but the 
rains started to fall at mid-month 
and Middlebury Fire Chief David 
Shaw was seeing during the week 
of July 17 water levels in county 
rivers rising to record levels. Deep 
brown waters in Otter Creek rushed 
over waterfalls and spilled into 
IDUP� ¿HOGV� DQG� UHFUHDWLRQ� DUHDV��
The recently completed $2 million 
project aimed at safeguarding 
East Middlebury from an at-times 
unbridled Middlebury River 
appeared to pay off, as the village 
was spared widespread damage. 
People were worried, however, 
that all the standing water would 
lead to worse mosquito infestations 
than usual. They didn’t know what 
would be coming just a few weeks 
later.

After several years of 
increasingly more pointed 
discussion of renovations to Ilsley 
/LEUDU\��RI¿FLDOV�DW�WKH�0LGGOHEXU\�
library late in July revealed images 
created by three architectural 
teams showing what an expanded 
and renovated Ilsley could look 
like. The teams were competing 
WR�ZLQ�WKH�¿QDO�FRQWUDFW�IRU�WKH�ELJ�
job.

August
It was already a tough year for 

Vermont farmers as August started. 
They were dealing with a May 
frost that devastated apple, berry 
and fruit crops, and heavy rains in 
-XO\�HURGHG�¿HOGV��KXUW�VRLO�IHUWLOLW\�
and stressed crops during prime 
growing season. Then the rains 
really came. And it wasn’t just the 
farmers that were hurting.

A summer’s worth of rain fell on 
parts of Addison County on Aug. 
3 and 4. There was so much water 
that just didn’t have a place to go. 
In Middlebury, water pooled so 
high on Seymour Street under the 
railroad overpass that even boats 
couldn’t get through. Route 116/
Case Street was washed out by 
water evacuating Dow Pond and it 
took a segment of town water line 
with it — some residents were under 
a boil water notice for six weeks. 
Municipal wastewater pumps that 
ZHUH�VXEPHUJHG�E\�ÀRRGLQJ�ZRXOG�

1997
Since

Get Midd Fit!

PLGGOHEXU\îWQHVV�FRP
����:LOVRQ�5G������0LGG�������������
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2002
Since

86 Main St.
Middlebury • 802-388-0002 

TwoBrothersTavern.com

Since

Black Sheep
Bistro

2001
802-877-9991

253 Main St., Vergennes
www.blacksheepbistrovt.com

2000
Since

44 North Pleasant Street
Middlebury, Vermont

Service you can trust!

2000
Since

1197 Exchange St., Middlebury
VermontCo!eeCompany.com

Big, Bold Co!ee!

2001
Since

58 North Pleasant St • Middlebury, VT
TextureSalonVT.com • 802-388-9449

O!ering Iredale mineral cosmetics, 
Organic & Ammonia- Free hair color, 

Henna, DevaCurl

2002
388-3300

www.american!atbread.com

Since

2002
Since

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Rd., Bristol, VT

802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange St., Midd., VT

802-388-4975

Keeping You Warm for 20+ Years!

champlainvalleyfuels.com

2003
Courtyard by Marriott
Court St., Middlebury

802-388-7600

Since

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT
(802) 247-9997
2004
Casual food, Sunday Brunch,  

Cooking Classes

2004
Since

802-989-1177
www.salamanderconstruction.com 

Middlebury, VT

2004
SINCE

smithmcclain.com

Providing high-quality 
construction services

2004
Since

Celebrating 20 years in 2024!
3442 Rte 22A Shoreham, VT

802-897-7400 •  info@vtcoldstorage.com

Since

2004
windfallorchardvt.com

Fresh. Foraged. Fermented

2005
Since

27 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury  
(802) 989-8621  • chcvt.org

Addison County’s 24-Hour 
Emergency Homeless Shelter

2005
Since

21 MacIntrye Lane, Middlebury
802.388.4003

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

Established in 1937 
Owned & Operated By 4th Generation

2005
Since

Rte. 7 So., Middlebury   •   802-388-2500
www.distinctivepaintvt.com

Paint  •  Tile  •  Flooring
Window Treatments

2005
Since

2005
Since

����4��.BJO�4U�
�.JEEMFCVSZ�r���������

6DQGHUVRQ�'XFKDUPH
)XQHUDO�6HUYLFHV

Est. in the 1800s as Waite & Co.
In 1990, we became Sanderson

Funeral Home and in 2005 
6DQGHUVRQ�'XFKDUPH�)XQHUDO�6HUYLFHV�

:DOWHU�'XFKDUPH���2ZQHU

2005
Since

����4��.BJO�4U�
�.JEEMFCVSZ�r���������

6DQGHUVRQ�'XFKDUPH
)XQHUDO�6HUYLFHV

Est. in the 1800s as Waite & Co.
In 1990, we became Sanderson

Funeral Home and in 2005 
6DQGHUVRQ�'XFKDUPH�)XQHUDO�6HUYLFHV�

:DOWHU�'XFKDUPH���2ZQHU

(August from Page 13A)
cost $500,000 to repair, a town 
RI¿FLDO� HVWLPDWHG�� :DWHU� LQ� WKH�
SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�SURPSWHG�RI¿FHUV�WR�
HYDFXDWH��
1RW� MXVW� 0LGGOHEXU\�� EXW� DOVR�

5LSWRQ�� /LQFROQ� DQG� 6DOLVEXU\�
VDZ� PDMRU� GDPDJH� WR� URDGV� DQG�
FXOYHUWV�� VLQNKROHV� DSSHDUHG�� DQG�
ODQGVOLGHV� VWXFN� LQ� VHYHUDO� SODFHV��
/RZHU�1RWFK�5RDG� LQ�%ULVWRO�ZDV�
FORVHG�� )ORZLQJ� ZDWHU� GHFLPDWHG�
WKH� /LQFROQ� /LEUDU\� GULYHZD\��
7KHUH�ZHUH�SRZHU�RXWDJHV�LQ�PDQ\�
SODFHV�� DQG� IRONV� WUDSSHG� E\� WKH�
ZDWHU�KDG�WR�EH�UHVFXHG��
'HVSLWH� WKH� UDLQV�� $GGLVRQ�

&RXQW\� )DLU� DQG� )LHOG� 'D\V� VWLOO�
FDPH� RII� DV� SODQQHG�� &RZV� ZHUH�
VKRZQ��FDUV�ZHUH�FUDVKHG�LQWR�HDFK�
RWKHU��FKLOGUHQ�ODXJKHG��SLJV�UDFHG��
DQG�DOPRVW�HYHU\RQH�DWH�DW� OHDVW�D�
OLWWOH�ELW�RI�MXQN�IRRG��
$P\�DQG�-DPHV�0XLU�ERWK�KDYH�

MREV�� \HW� IRU� WKH� SDVW� VL[� \HDUV��
WKH\¶YH� EHHQ� XQVXFFHVVIXO� LQ�
¿QGLQJ� SHUPDQHQW� KRXVLQJ� ZKLOH�
OLYLQJ�ZLWK� WKHLU� WZR�FKLOGUHQ� LQ�D�
WUDQVLWLRQDO�DSDUWPHQW�SURYLGHG�E\�
-RKQ�*UDKDP�6KHOWHU�LQ�9HUJHQQHV��
7KHQ�WKHLU�IRUWXQHV�FKDQJHG�ZKHQ�
+DELWDW� IRU� +XPDQLW\� DSSURYHG�
WKHLU� DSSOLFDWLRQ� IRU� D� KRXVH�
EHLQJ� EXLOW� LQ� WKH� 9HUJHQQHV�
QHLJKERUKRRG� %RRWK� :RRGV�� ,Q�
$XJXVW�WKH\�WROG�XV�KRZ�PXFK�WKLV�
PHDQW�WR�WKHP�
$ERXW� D� PRQWK� EHIRUH� VWXGHQWV�

ZHUH� VFKHGXOHG� WR� UHWXUQ� WR�
0LGGOHEXU\�&ROOHJH�FDPSXV�IRU�WKH�
VWDUW�RI�WKH�����������VFKRRO�\HDU��
FROOHJH� RI¿FLDOV� RIIHUHG� VRPH� RI�
WKHP�D�ELJ�LQFHQWLYH�WR�VWD\�DZD\��
$W�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�PRQWK��WKH�
FROOHJH�VHQW�HPDLOV�WR�ULVLQJ�MXQLRUV�
DQG� VHQLRUV� RIIHULQJ� D� ��������
VWLSHQG�WR�WKH�¿UVW����VWXGHQWV�ZKR�
RSWHG� WR� WDNH�D�YROXQWDU\� OHDYH�RI�
DEVHQFH�IRU�WKH�IDOO�DQG�ZLQWHU��7KH�
UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�LQFHQWLYH��WKH�FROOHJH�
ZDV� RYHU�HQUROOHG� DIWHU� VRPH�
DFFHSWHG� VWXGHQWV� SXW� RII� VWDUWLQJ�
VFKRRO� GXULQJ� WKH� &29,'����
SDQGHPLF�� DQG� QRZ� 0LGGOHEXU\�
GLGQ¶W�KDYH�URRP�WR�KRXVH�WKHP�DOO�
3RUWHU� 0HGLFDO� &HQWHU� RI¿FLDOV�

LQ� $XJXVW� VDLG� WKH\� DUH� VHHNLQJ�
VWDWH�DSSURYDO�RI�D�¿VFDO�\HDU������
EXGJHW�WKDW�SURMHFWV������PLOOLRQ�LQ�
H[SHQVHV�� UHÀHFWLQJ� D� ����PLOOLRQ�
LQFUHDVH� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� FXUUHQW�
\HDU�� 7KH\� DWWULEXWHG� WKH� LQFUHDVH�
WR�WKH�FRVW�RI�KLULQJ�YLVLWLQJ�QXUVHV�
DQG�LQÀDWLRQ�LQ�JHQHUDO�
$IWHU�7RZQ�+DOO�7KHDWHU�WKDQNHG�

6WHYH� DQG� %HWK� 'RZ� IRU� WKHLU�
\HDUV� IHHGLQJ� 0LGGOHEXU\� DW� 7KH�
'LQHU�� D�GHPROLWLRQ�FUHZ�NQRFNHG�
GRZQ�WKH� WKUHH�URRP�IRUPHU�GLQHU�
RQ�0HUFKDQWV�5RZ� LQ� D�PDWWHU� RI�
KRXUV�� 7RZQ� +DOO� 7KHDWHU�� ZKLFK�
KDV� RZQHG� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� VLQFH�
������ FOHDUHG� WKH� VLWH� LQ� RUGHU� WR�
H[SDQG�WKH�WKHDWHU�WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�
PRUH� UHKHDUVDO� DQG� VWRUDJH� VSDFH�
WKDW�ZLOO�HQDEOH�7+7� WR�EHFRPH�D�
UHJLRQDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�KXE��
/DWHU� LQ� WKH� PRQWK�� WKH� 7+7�

DQQRXQFHG� WKDW� 0LGGOHEXU\�
&ROOHJH� KDG� GRQDWHG� ��� PLOOLRQ�

WR� LW¶V� ����� PLOOLRQ� GULYH� WR� UDLVH�
IXQGV�IRU�WKH�QHZ�WKHDWHU�DQG�DUWV�
KXE�
7KH� QHZHVW� 9HUJHQQHV� &LW\�

&RXQFLO� PHPEHU� ZDV� DSSRLQWHG�
LQ�HDUO\�$XJXVW��(PLO\�5RVVLHU��DQ�
HGXFDWRU�ZKR�DOVR�KDV�H[SHULHQFH�
ZRUNLQJ� LQ� FLW\� JRYHUQPHQW��
UHSODFHG�=RH�.DVORZ��ZKR�VWHSSHG�
DZD\� IURP� WKH� ERDUG� WR� SXUVXH�
D� JUDGXDWH� GHJUHH� RXW� RI� VWDWH��
5RVVLHU������ZLOO�VHUYH�XQWLO�7RZQ�
0HHWLQJ�'D\�LQ�0DUFK�
7KH�*XLOEHDX� IDPLO\�RI�$XVWLQ��

7H[DV�� ZDV� DPRQJ� WKRVH� VHHNLQJ�
WR�OD\�GRZQ�QHZ�URRWV�LQ�$GGLVRQ�
&RXQW\� EXW� WKH\� FRXOGQ¶W� ¿QG� D�
FRQYHQWLRQDO�KRPH�WR�EX\��6R�WKH\�
ERXJKW�WKH�&KLSPDQ�,QQ�LQ�5LSWRQ�
LQVWHDG� DQG� QRZ� DUH� UXQQLQJ� D�
KRWHO�EXVLQHVV� LQ� WKH�����\HDU�ROG�
VWUXFWXUH�WKH\�DOVR�FDOO�KRPH�
0LGGOHEXU\� 8QLRQ� 0LGGOH�

6FKRRO¶V�¿UVW�HYHU�GHDQ�RI�FOLPDWH�
DQG� FXOWXUH� UHVLJQHG� IURP� KHU�
MRE� DIWHU� RQO\� RQH� \HDU�� (VWKHU�
&KDUOHVWLQ�� ZKR� LV� %ODFN�� FLWHG�
WZR� DOOHJHG�� UDFLDOO\�FKDUJHG�
LQFLGHQWV�²� DQG� ZKDW� VKH� FDOOHG�
DQ� ³XQGHUZKHOPLQJ´� UHVSRQVH�
WR� WKRVH� LQFLGHQWV� IURP� $GGLVRQ�
&HQWUDO� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� ²� DV�
UHDVRQV�IRU�KHU�GHSDUWXUH��
7KH� QLQWK� DQQXDO� 0LGGOHEXU\�

1HZ� )LOPPDNHUV� )HVWLYDO�
�01))���KRVWHG�D�UHFRUG�QXPEHU�
RI� PRYLH� PDNHUV� GXULQJ� LWV�$XJ��
������ UXQ��7KLV�\HDU¶V� FURS�RI����
YLVLWLQJ� ¿OPPDNHUV� KDLOHG� IURP�
DV� IDU� DZD\� DV� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG� DV�
QHDU� DV�KHUH� LQ�9HUPRQW�²�KRPH�
WR� 0RXQW� $EUDKDP� 8QLRQ� +LJK�
6FKRRO� JUDG� 6LHUUD� 8ULFK�� ZKRVH�
GRFXPHQWDU\� ³-RRQDP´� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� KLJKO\� DQWLFLSDWHG�

RIIHULQJV� DW� 01))��� 'RZQWRZQ�
0LGGOHEXU\�� RQ� D� VPDOO� VFDOH��
SOD\HG� LWV� DQQXDO�� ODWH�� VXPPHU�
UROH� RI� ³+ROO\ZRRG� (DVW´� IRU�
DQ� HFOHFWLF� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� QHZO\�
PLQWHG� ¿OPPDNHUV�� HVWDEOLVKHG�
VWDUV�DQG�PRYLH�IDQV��$Q�DPD]LQJ�
����¿OPV�²�D�PL[WXUH�RI�IHDWXUHV�
DQG�VKRUWV�²�ZHUH�VFUHHQHG�DW�VL[�
0LGGOHEXU\�YHQXHV
6KRUWO\� DIWHU� WKH� ¿OP� IHVW� ZH�

UHSRUWHG� WKDW� 01))�� EURNH� DOO�
SUHYLRXV� UHFRUGV� IRU� DWWHQGDQFH�
DQG� UHFHLSWV�� 2UJDQL]HUV� VROG� ����
IHVWLYDO�SDVVHV��XS�����IURP�WKH�����
SDVVHV�VROG�IRU�01))���WKH�ELJJHVW�
IHVWLYDO�EHIRUH�WKH�SDQGHPLF���3OXV�
DQRWKHU� ����SOXV� SDVVHV� ZHUH�
JLYHQ�WR�YLVLWLQJ�GLUHFWRUV��IHVWLYDO�
KRQRUHHV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV��ZKLFK�LQ�
WXUQ� ERRVWHG� WUDI¿F� DW� DOO� WKH� ¿OP�
YHQXHV��)HVWLYDO�SDVV�UHYHQXH�ZDV�
XS�����IURP������� LQ�SDUW�GXH�WR�
D� EXPS� LQ� WKH� SULFH� RI� WKH� SDVV��
7KLV� \HDU¶V� SDVV� UHFHLSWV�ZHUH� XS�
�����FRPSDUHG�WR�������KHOG�ZLWK�
ULJRURXV� SDQGHPLF� UHVWULFWLRQV��
$WWHQGDQFH�²�PHDVXUHG�E\�SHRSOH�
LQ� VHDWV�� ZLWK� RI� FRXUVH� VRPH�
SHRSOH� VHHLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� RQH�¿OP�
GXULQJ� WKH� ¿YH�GD\� HYHQW�²� ZDV�
�������ZKLFK�ZDV�XS�URXJKO\�����
IURP� ODVW� \HDU�� ZKHQ� ������ VHDWV�
ZHUH�¿OOHG�GXULQJ�01))��
5LSWRQ¶V� %D[WHU� +DUULQJWRQ�

KDG�VRPH�LPSUHVVLYH�UHVXOWV�DV�KH�
UHSUHVHQWHG� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� DW�
WKH������:RUOG�-XQLRU�6N\UXQQLQJ�
&KDPSLRQVKLSV� LQ� ,WDO\�� $� ULVLQJ�
VHQLRU� DW�0LGGOHEXU\�8QLRQ�+LJK�
6FKRRO��+DUULQJWRQ�� ���� FRPSHWHG�
DPRQJ� ���� DWKOHWHV� IURP� ���
FRXQWULHV� LQ� UDFHV� WKDW� VWUHWFKHG�

RYHU�UXJJHG�PRXQWDLQV��+DUULQJWRQ�
¿QLVKHG� ��WK� LQ� WKH� 9HUWLFDO�
.LORPHWHU� ��.� ZLWK� ������ PHWHUV�
RI� YHUWLFDO� FOLPE�� DQG� ��WK� LQ� WKH�
6N\UDFH����.�ZLWK�������PHWHUV�RI�
YHUWLFDO�FOLPE���2K�P\��

September

August 24
MIDDLEBURY FIRE CHIEF David Shaw poses with one of the town’s two Technical Rescue Team boats, 

which have seen extensive use this summer and were originally purchased with grant funding, as has 
been related equipment. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

September 21
ACORN’S TOUR DE FARMS, one of Vermont’s oldest cycling farm 

tours, returned to Shoreham and Orwell for its 15th year of celebrating 
local food. At the Golden Russet Farm Will Stevens shows off garlic 
drying in the rafters.

Photo by Lee Krohn Photography

September 14
PUPS OF ALL ages and sizes had a blast this past Sunday, Sept. 10, 

at “Woofstock,” a major fundraiser for Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s Humane Society. A total of 72 dogs and 168 humans 
participated in the event, which included the ever-popular pool party 
for pooches at the Middlebury town pool. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV (See September, Page 15A)

2XU� 6DOXWH� WR� 5HVFXH� :RUNHUV�
LQ� 6HSWHPEHU� VKRZHG� KRZ� JLYLQJ�
VHUYLFH� WR� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� FDQ�
EH� D� IDPLO\� DIIDLU�� ,Q� 6SUDJXH�
+XQWLQJWRQ¶V� IDPLO\� RI� IRXU�
LQ� 6WDUNVERUR�� WKHUH¶V� D� ����
FKDQFH� \RX¶OO� FRPH� DFURVV� DQ�
(PHUJHQF\� 0HGLFDO� 7HFKQLFLDQ��
+XQWLQJWRQ� KHUVHOI� LV� D� PHPEHU�
RI� WKH� 6WDUNVERUR� DQG� %ULVWRO�
UHVFXH� VTXDGV��+HU� VRQV��*UDKDP��
���� DQG� /HR�� ���� DUH� DOVR� ERWK�
(07V��/LNH�6SUDJXH�DQG�KHU�VRQV��
&RUQZDOO¶V� )UDQNRYLF� IDPLO\� RI�
WKUHH� LV� DOVR� HQWUHQFKHG� LQ� WKH�
9HUPRQW� YROXQWHHU� ¿UVW� UHVSRQGHU�
VFHQH�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKH� IDPLO\� LV������
¿UVW� UHVSRQGHUV�� $YHQ� )UDQNRYLF�
DQG�KHU�IDWKHU��7RPP\��ERWK�VHUYH�
RQ� WKH� ¿UH� GHSDUWPHQW��+HU�PRP��
0HJDQ�� LV� DQ�(07�ZLWK�&RUQZDOO�
)LUVW� 5HVSRQVH�� ,Q� IDFW�� 0HJDQ¶V�
JUDQGIDWKHU�ZDV�D�GULYHU�IRU�2UZHOO�
)LUVW�5HVSRQVH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�GD\�
6SHDNLQJ�RI�¿UVW�UHVSRQVH��ZRUG�

FDPH� LQ� WKDW� WKH� %ULVWRO� 5HVFXH�
6TXDG� ZDV� FRPLQJ� RII� D� EXV\�
PRQWK�� ,Q� $XJXVW�� WKH� DJHQF\�
UHVSRQGHG�WR�DURXQG�����FDOOV��WKH�
KLJKHVW�PRQWKO\�WRWDO�LQ�LWV�KLVWRU\��
$QG� WKLV� UHÀHFWV� D� ODUJHU� WUHQG�
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Chronology 2023
A Year In Review

2006
Since

21 Prince Lane (next to Shaws) 
#SJTUPM
�75��t��������������

(802) 877-3534
106 Main St., Vergennes

2006
Since

David E.
Congalton,

DDS

2007
Since

middstatetowing.com

Premier Recovery 
and Hauling Professionals.

2007
Since

…and going strong!
���¤����ÛÝÛ~�~8ÛDYafÛJl��ÛM]j_�

ooo�ko]]l[`Yjalqnl�[ge

68 S Pleasant St., Middlebury
382-9222 • www.townhalltheater.org

2008
16th Season!

2009
Since

acornvt.org

Promoting the growth and health
of Champlain Valley’s local

 food and agriculture

2009
Since

2 South St., Bristol, VT • (802) 453-6054

Carter
Insurance

Agency LLC

2009
Founded

stoneleaftea.com

2011
Since

We love what we do!
802-388-2800

middlebury!oralandgifts.com

2010
Since

465-4688
Rt. 7, Leicester at the Big Barn

In the Marble Works since

2011
Middlebury 

802-388-3241

P.O. Box 862 - Middlebury, VT - 989-7249
www.vermontintegratedarchitecture.com

Committed to the design of beautiful,
healthy, and resilient buildings.

2011
Since

parksqueeze.com
877-9962

161 Main St., Vergennes

2012
Since

2008
Since

Providing quality home care
for seniors with Trust, Respect

and Compassion

173 Court St., Middlebury, VT 05753
XXX�BUIPNFTFOJPST�OFU�t���������

2011
37 Center Street, Brandon, VT

(802) 465-8347

Center Street Bar puts
!ìīĖ˥��ƃŠƳĖŖĉĖ�ǠìĶƃ�ŠŖ�Ĉìƃ�īŠŠď

ƴĲĶŎĖ�ƊƓĶŎŎ�ŕìĶŖƓìĶŖĶŖĬ�ĶƓƊ�ŎŠĉìŎ�ƃŠŠƓƊ

Marble Trail
A D V I S O R SM
Since

2010
(802) 388-6300

www.marbletrail.com

within the organization, which has 
seen its annual call volume increase 
in recent years.

In the absence of federal relief, 
the United Way of Addison County 
established an “Addison County 
Responds: Flood Relief Fund” to 
support Addison County residents 
who’ve experienced home and/
or property damage from this 
VXPPHU¶V�UDLQIDOO�DQG�QHHG�¿QDQFLDO�
assistance. This fund allowed 
individual households to apply for 
up to $1,500, though a steering 
committee has the discretion to 
make larger grants.

Not enough people know that 
famed abolitionist, orator, journalist 
and founder of the U.S. Civil Rights 
movement Frederick Douglass 
brought his anti-slavery message 
to Middlebury during the summer 
RI� ������ ,W� ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� VWRS� LQ�
the New England Anti-Slavery 
Society’s “100 Conventions” tour, 
a multi-state odyssey aimed at 
sowing abolitionist leanings within 
communities deemed receptive to 
such a message. Douglass returned 
to Middlebury in September, if 
only in spirit, when dignitaries 
unveiled a plaque in Court Square 
commemorating Douglass’s 
Middlebury visit of 180 years ago.

The plaque unveiling coincided 
with Middlebury College’s 
“Clifford/Twilight Symposium,” 
which commemorated the 200th 
anniversary of Alexander Twilight’s 

(September from Page 14A)

October 5
KINDERGARTNER ELIZABETH HECK clearly loves smashing a paper plate of whipped cream in the 

face of Bristol Elementary School Principal Aaron Boynton in front of a whole school assembly this past 
Thursday. She was one of 15 students who got to pie the principal and two assistants as a reward for 
gaining the most points for good behavior and other positive things at the school. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

October 19
THE CENTER OF Middlebury became a parking lot on Sunday as 3,000 auto enthusiasts came to view scores of vintage vehicles on display 

at the Better Middlebury Partnership and the Addison County Chamber of Commerce’s second annual Middlebury Car Show & Fall Festival. 
90-year-old Bill Mraz of Middlebury gives his dog Edi a ride in his 1933 Dodge Coupe that boasts only 80,000 miles on its odometer (less than 
1,000 miles a year).

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

graduation from Middlebury 
College in 1823. Twilight is 
FUHGLWHG�ZLWK�EHLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�SHUVRQ�
of color to graduate from an 
American college. 

Five years and several setbacks 
DIWHU�¿UVW�ODXQFKLQJ�WKHLU�SODQV�IRU�
a major expansion and renovation 
of Vergennes Residential Care, a 
home for seniors just off the city 
green, Charlotte residents Dan 
DQG� 5HEHFFD� +DVVDQ� ¿QDOO\� OLQHG�
XS� WKH� ¿QDQFLQJ� IRU� ZKDW� LV� QRZ�
a $25 million project. The couple 
announced in September that they 
will start transforming the existing 
18-bed senior housing facility, 
a 200-year-old property at 34 
North St., into an interconnected 
53-room, four-building care home 
capable of accommodating up to 82 
seniors with modest means. It will 
also triple the business’s employee 
count from 18 to an estimated 48. 

Tom Thompson, who has been 
leading Porter Medical Center for 
around three years, said he would 
step away from his role as president 
DQG� FKLHI� RSHUDWLQJ� RI¿FHU� RI� WKH�
Middlebury health care hub as of 
Sep. 18. He will focus his time and 
energy on a pressing family health 
matter. UVM Health Network’s 
Bob Ortmyer stepped in on an 
interim basis.

The departure of another 
local leader, Middlebury Police 
Chief Tom Hanley, had been 
long expected. This month 
the Middlebury selectboard 
unanimously selected Sgt. Jason 
Covey to be the new police chief. 
Covey joined the MPD 23 years 
DJR� DV� D� SDWUROPDQ� DQG� RI¿FLDOO\�
began his new duties on Sept. 18. 

Around that same time the town 
RI�6DOLVEXU\�RI¿FLDOO\�ZHOFRPHG�D�
new interim town clerk — longtime 
resident Allen Hathaway, who 
succeeded Sue Scott. Recently 
retired from Autumn Harp, 
Hathaway agreed to run for a term 

of his own when the town clerk’s 
job comes on the ballot next March.

Tragedy struck at mid-month 
when news circulated that a 
pre-teen youth had shot and 
killed a Waltham woman during 
D� ¿JKW�� 7KH� MXYHQLOH� ZDWFKLQJ� D�
VFXIÀH� LQYROYLQJ� WZR� ZRPHQ� LQ�
a Waltham home on the evening 
of Sept. 15, picked up a gun that 
was apparently dropped by one of 
the women and shot her multiple 
times, Vermont State Police report. 
Michelle Kilbreth, 48, was killed 
by gunshots to her torso. Addison 
County State’s Attorney Eva Vekos 
has not yet charged the youth with 
a crime.

Middlebury Regional Emergency 
Medical Services said it wants to 
eliminate its annual Town Meeting 
Day funding requests in the 10 
communities it serves. MREMS, 
as the county’s largest ambulance 
service is known, would replace 
that funding with multi-year 
contracts that will, in the short 
WHUP�� UHÀHFW� VRPH� VL]DEOH� SHU�
capita rate increases. This would 
DOORZ� WKH� QRQSUR¿W� WR� UHFUXLW� DQG�
retain rescue personnel as well as 
more promptly replace ambulances 
and equipment when they become 
outdated. It won’t be clear how 
towns will respond to the change 
until selectboards prepare their 
budgets for the coming year.

The inventive minds of Addison 
County in September got another 
place in the community in which 
to unleash their creativity. The 
Makerspace at Middlebury College 
reopened in its new home within 
the Johnson Memorial Building, 
and members of both the college 
and broader town community are 

(See September, Page 16A)

October 12
A WOMAN KICKS back on a bench in Bristol village on Monday 

afternoon and soaks up the beautiful fall foliage.
,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV�

2010
Since

In the Kennedy Bros. Building
803-388-6888  • vermontsun.com

in Middlebury since 1985

IN VERGENNES
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2017
Since

3958 Route 30, Cornwall
info@breadloafmountainzen.org

breadloafmountainzen.org

2014
Since

453-5611

Acorn
Painting

70 Court St, Middlebury
802-989-7522

Since

2016

2014
Since

802-482-7334
90 Mechanicsville Rd., Hinesburg

ElementNailSalonVT.cm

2015
Since

173 Court St., Midd. VT 05753
802-388-4440 • Emilovtrealestate.com

Let Us Sell or Find Your Roost!

Founded

2014
372 Rockydale Rd • Bristol, VT  

802-643-2304

Local Supporting Local

2017
Since

Nop Brothers
& Sons 

Angus
Beef

Salisbury, VT
nopbrothersandsonsfarmfreshbeef.com

2018
18 Creek Rd, Middlebury VT

802-458-8999
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

Kitchen and bath specialists
in Addison County since

2017
Since

Founded 1966
www.vgsvt.com

 ƃĶŖĬĶŖĬ�ƊìīĖɑ�ĉŎĖìŖɑ�ìǛŠƃďìĈŎĖ�ìŖď�
ƃĖŎĶìĈŎĖ�ĖŖĖƃĬƺ�ĉĲŠĶĉĖƊ�ƓŠ��ďďĶƊŠŖ�!ŠƙŖƓƺ

2020
Main Street, Vergennes • 802.870.7388

alphabysc.com 

since

2019
since

Bristol Park
Dental

Outstanding Family Dentistry

6 Park Place • Bristol, VT • 802-453-7700 
BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

Since

2019
3255 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT

802-388-0209

Kitchen, Bath & Flooring

2018
Since

1193 Ethan Allen Hwy, Salisbury, VT 05769 
802-352-6650

www.interiorhomesolutionsvt.com

Locally Made Custom Furniture 

2018
Since

Nino’s Pizza serving 
delicious slices & 
whole pies, wings, 
salads, and more!

21 Macintyre Lane, Middlebury, VT
(802) 388-7755  / ninosmiddlebury.com

2020
Since

30 MOUNTAIN ST., BRISTOL, VT 05443
(802) 453-4696 • FIDDLEHEADMD.COM

MARIAN BOUCHARD M.D.

FIDDLEHEAD FAMILY
HEALTH CARE

2020
Since

Jeanne Miller (802)349-8483
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Hwy., New Haven

Your LOCAL vehicle registration resource.

Road Ready
Service LLC

Stone Mill

invited to use the space and the 
tools it offers to pursue projects 
they’re passionate about. 

Like most things, the future of 
agriculture in Vermont lies in the 
hands of younger generations. 
Today, many of those young 
Vermonters are leaving the state 
and pursuing careers outside 
of farming. With this in mind, 
the Champlain Valley Farmer 
Coalition is exploring ways to 
get more local youth engaged in 
various aspects of agriculture. 
The coalition is increasing its 
workforce development initiatives 
and recently launched the Lake 
Champlain Sustainable Agriculture 
Education Program, which will pair 
high school students in Addison 
County with a local farm for a two-
month internship. 
7KH� VKXIÀH� FRQWLQXHG� RQ� WKH�

Vergennes City Council. For the 
second time in two months the 
Vergennes City Council got a new 
face in September and planned for 
another new member in the near 
future. Former Vergennes City 
Councilor Mark Koenig returned 
to that body after other council 
members picked him from among 
four applicants to replace the 
recently resigned Ian Huizenga. 
At the same meeting councilors 
OHDUQHG�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EDFN¿OO�
another vacancy when the board’s 
newest member, Emily Rossier, 
said she was stepping down. 
Rossier’s resignation marked the 
council’s third since June, when 
Zoe Kaslow resigned to attend 
graduate school out of state. In 
August, the council appointed 
Rossier, the only candidate to step 
forward, to replace Kaslow. 

(September from Page 15A)

November 23
ON SUNDAY THE Addison Volunteer Fire Department held its sixth all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast 

IRU������LQ�WKH�¿UH�VWDWLRQ�DW�$GGLVRQ�)RXU�&RUQHUV��6KRZQ�KHUH��VHQLRU�¿UH¿JKWHU�%XVWHU�*UDQW�ÀLSV�
VRPH�EOXHEHUU\�SDQFDNHV�
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(See October, Page 17A)

It wasn’t our imagination. 
Information released by local and 
state mosquito experts showed the 
bloodsucking pests were in fact 
much worse than usual in 2023 
after all the warm-weather rain 
DQG� ÀRRGLQJ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH�
Lemon Fair Insect Control District 
reported the number of mosquitoes 
it had caught by early September 
in its eight traps was on track to 
reach 105,000. The previous high 
count for a year came in 2021: That 
number was 64,827 of the bugs.

There was happier news on two 
housing fronts, not usually a source 
of comforting information. In 
Vergennes a planning commission 
proposal to change the city plan 
to ease zoning restrictions in the 
district that runs along Main Street 
in the city’s northeast quadrant 
received a warm reception at a 
city council meeting.  The simple 
change proposed would allow 
considerably more housing units on 
one particular parcel once zoning 
ODZV�FRXOG�EH�DOWHUHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�
change. A developer announced 
he was prepared to build 130 
units of workforce housing when 
that change became law. Later 
in the year, the council agreed to 
ease zoning even further to allow 
a couple more properties to be 
developed into residential units 

to help relieve the city’s housing 
crunch.

Middlebury was also in line 
for more housing: The 208-year-
old, 9-bedroom Means Mansion 
at 51 Seminary St. found new 
owners ready to redevelop the 
once-opulent, but now decaying, 
home into two high-end condos. 
The owners also plan to add more 
units in new barn-style buildings 
that will replicate the former 
outbuildings that once dotted the 
property’s 3.08 acres.

Meanwhile, a lack of housing for 
the less fortunate combined with a 
related crime and vandalism spree 
tested downtown Middlebury 
throughout the summer. Those 
issues came to a head in October, 
when new steps arrived to try to 
VROYH�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�SUREOHPV��6RPH�
members of a homeless community 
living near the west end of Cross 
Street Bridge were alleged to have 
smashed business and car windows 
and doors, entered vehicles and 
stolen cash and items, trespassed, 
threatened and harassed residents 

and visitors, and committed 
other offenses. Some business 
owners complained and sought 
more effective law enforcement, 
and many citizens and agencies 
organized to do their best to help 
those in need. A task force was 
formed to help resolve the issues.

It was a sad day on Oct. 5. 
Former Middlebury College 
professor, author and Middlebury 
selectboard member Victor Nuovo 
passed away. The highly respected 
member of the Middlebury 
community had lost his wife of 
70 years, Betty Nuovo, 90, an 
equally respected member of the 
community, on July 13. 

Bristol and its Stoney Hill 
business park got a shot in the arm 
in October. Williston’s AllEarth 
Renewables, which makes solar 
trackers and other green energy 
components, announced it would 
be moving to the West Street 
site when construction on a 
25,000-square-foot building was 
completed, probably in early 2024. 
Around 20 employees will come 

along, according to owner David 
Blittersdorf. 

While the Stoney Hill business 
park nears completion on Bristol’s 
Firehouse Drive, community 
members are celebrating the 
opening of a new affordable 
housing development across the 
VWUHHW�� $Q� RI¿FLDO� JUDQG� RSHQLQJ�
of the Firehouse Apartments 
was held in October. The new 
housing development is the result 
of a partnership between the town 
of Bristol, private developers 
DQG� KRXVLQJ� QRQSUR¿WV� $GGLVRQ�
Housing Works and Evernorth. 
3DUWQHUV�KDYH�¿QDQFHG� WKH�SURMHFW�
with $8,649,000 from a mix of 
private and public funding sources, 
including the American Rescue 
Plan Act, the Vermont Housing 
& Conservation Board and the 
Vermont Community Development 
Program. The Firehouse 
Apartments complex consists of 20 
mixed-income units just east of the 
WRZQ¶V� ¿UH� VWDWLRQ�²� VSHFL¿FDOO\��
two duplexes and a block of town 
homes with one- and two-bedroom 
units.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency announced 
in October a new major disaster 
declaration related to the severe 
VWRUPV� DQG� ÀRRGLQJ� WKDW� VWUXFN�
Addison County from Aug. 3-5. 
,Q� WKDW� URXQG� RI� ÀRRGLQJ�� ZKLFK�
followed others in July, Middlebury 
received more than six inches of 
rain, and the adjacent towns of 
Ripton and East Middlebury more 
than three inches. The declaration 
¿QDOO\� PDGH� )(0$� 3XEOLF�
Assistance funds available to local 
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� WR� SD\� IRU� ÀRRG�
damage repairs.

Porter Medical Center struck a 
new three-year labor agreement 
with its nurses, a deal that provides 
raises of 10% in year one, 5.5% in 
year two and 4.5% in year three.

Vermonters are accustomed to 
witnessing spectacular fall foliage. 
Each year, trees bathed in vibrant 
shades of red, orange and yellow 
become a familiar backdrop to 
autumnal scenes throughout the 
state. This fall, however, the 
Vermont landscape has looked 
slightly less colorful. While there 
is still some beautiful foliage, 
many leaves are dawning muted, 
brownish hues or have yet to 
change color at all. Some blamed 
this year’s lackluster fall foliage 
display on the wet weather we had 
this summer.

A spate of teacher illnesses 
and a persistent lack of substitute 
educators and paraprofessionals 
prompted Mary Hogan Elementary 
School in October to ask the 
Addison Central School District 
FHQWUDO� RI¿FH� DQG� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�
at large to help solve its workforce 
dilemma. Mary Hogan Principal 
Jen Kravitz said the majority of 
students were thriving due to 
the care and dedication of the 
adults around them, but several 
classrooms were struggling with 
VLJQL¿FDQW� VRFLDO�� HPRWLRQDO� DQG�
behavioral needs.

It was the kind of story you 
hate to hear about: A southbound 
Amtrak train struck a car at a Route 
7 railroad crossing in Ferrisburgh 
on Oct. 10. Fortunately, troopers 
reported that no one was seriously 
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November

December

December 14
THEATRE GROUP LTD will perform “Night Fires,” a winter solstice 

dream play directed by Marianne Lust, at Middlebury’s Town Hall 
Theater this Friday through Sunday. Shown in a Tuesday rehearsal 
Ellie Sachs-Wilkinson going full-on hummingbird.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

December 7
WILLIAM WERNER FASTENS a tree onto a customer’s car at Werner Tree Farm last week. The 

0LGGOHEXU\�WUHH�IDUP�ORVW�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�SRUWLRQ�RI�LWV�FURS�GXH�WR�KHDY\�UDLQV�WKLV�VXPPHU��WKRXJK�RWKHU�
county tree farms were less affected by the extreme weather.

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

December 14
72:1� +$//� 7+($7(5� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU� /LVD� 0LWFKHOO� DQG�

Middlebury College President Laurie Patton mark the symbolic start 
to the next phase of the Middlebury arts institution’s growth, as they 
take part in a THT addition groundbreaking on Tuesday. 

,QGHSHQGHQW�¿OH�SKRWR�6WHYH�-DPHV

injured during the accident, 
which closed Route7 for about 45 
minutes.

That same week, we heard about 
a tragedy that sadly claimed the 
life of a former Addison County 
resident. Honoree Fleming, a 
former Middlebury resident who 
raised her family here before 
moving to Castleton to teach at 
the state college there, was killed 
while walking on a rail trail in the 
Rutland County town. Authorities 
are still looking for her killer.

With affordable and workplace 
housing a critical need for Addison 
County and Vermont as a whole, 
some advocates are working 
on a plan to expand housing in 
town centers in a way they say is 
“gentle.” An Oct. 20, presentation 
E\� VWDWH�RI¿FLDOV� DQG� DUFKLWHFWV� LQ�
Vergennes and a following tour 
through city neighborhoods offered 
one possible path forward, both 
in the city and statewide — the 
“Homes For All” project. It would 
WDNH� D� ³JHQWOH� LQ¿OO´� DSSURDFK� WR�
building more housing in existing 
neighborhoods.

The same edition had stories 
about how John Graham Housing 
& Services was seeing demand for 
its services go up, while the Charter 
House Coalition was putting limits 
on the length of stays of people 
who weren’t actively improving 
their houseless situations.

“Teen charged in fatal shooting” 
is not a headline we ever want 
to write, but there it was in 
our Nov. 2 edition. Earlier that 
week a 14-year-old Burlington 

youth shot and killed, apparently 
inadvertently, a Shelburne youth 
while they were both in a car 
parked outside a Bristol home. The 
youth pled not guilty to second-
degree murder, manslaughter and 
aggravated assault, and the case 
began its journey through the court 
system.

In better news, the Independent 
published details on two major 
childcare projects that will 
add about 100 new slots in the 
Middlebury area. On Weybridge 
Street an expansion of the Otter 
Creek Child Center will boost 
its service capacity by 77 to 139 
youngsters, and by January the 
shire town’s Congregational 
Church plans to open its Red 
Clover Child Center and serve two 
dozen children. 

Bristol’s Hannah Zeno went on 
TV’s “Wheel of Fortune” in early 
November. When Zeno spoke to us 
she couldn’t reveal how well she 
did. Spoiler Alert: She romped. 

Middlebury College went into 
the public phase of a $600 million 
fundraising campaign, which 
it labeled “For Every Future.” 
&ROOHJH� RI¿FLDOV� VDLG� WKH� PRQH\�
would be used to enrich students’ 
experiences at the college and 
prepare them for their futures, 
LQFOXGLQJ� E\� LQFUHDVLQJ� ¿QDQFLDO�
aid, internships and “experiential 
learning.”

The Vergennes City Council 
rescheduled a bond vote for new 
¿UH� WUXFNV� DQG� VFDOHG� EDFN� LWV�
amount. Instead of voting on Dec. 
5 on $2.35 million for two new 
trucks, residents were set to vote on 
Dec. 19 on a $1.75 million bond on 
one new and one used truck.

Middlebury edged closer to a 
major Ilsley Library renovation 
bond. Library leaders told the town 
selectboard they had settled on a 
two-story makeover of the building 
with a possible vote in May. The 
full price tag could approach $15 
million, they said, but library 
RI¿FLDOV�VDLG�WKH\�KRSH�JUDQWV�DQG�
government funding will lower the 
cost to taxpayers.

Chris Sabick joined the Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum as 
an intern in 2023. In November, 
Sabick was appointed as the 
LCMM’s executive director after 

a widespread search eventually 
looked inside.

Fire made sad news in Monkton: 
A pre-dawn blaze at Queen Bee’s 
Snack Bar destroyed the popular 
local eatery and left the owners’ 
scrambling to recover.

Meanwhile, the Bristol Fire 
Department announced plans to 
help it and other local agencies 
better respond to such incidents. 
The department will build an onsite 
training structure consisting of four 
40-foot-long Conex containers 
(think shipping containers), with 
the fourth resting on top of the other 
WKUHH�� )LUH¿JKWHUV� FDQ� WKXV� JDLQ�
invaluable hands-on experience, 
department leaders said. 

The new Lincoln School District 
KLUHG�LWV�¿UVW�VXSHULQWHQGHQW��$P\�
Cole, who has extensive experience 
in Vermont and elsewhere, but 
comes to the Green Mountain 
town directly from Hawaii, where 
she was an educator at a private 
school.

Teams that win three straight 
championships are said to have 
accomplished a three-peat. What is 
it when a team wins six straight? 
A sixpack? Call it what you will, 
EXW� WKH� 0LGGOHEXU\� &ROOHJH� ¿HOG�
hockey team made it six straight 
NCAA Division III championships 
(and six consecutive NESCAC 
titles) in November. 

The Independent has been 
tracking local deer harvests for 
more than 20 years. In 2005, the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
banned shooting bucks with fewer 
than two antler points; after a rules 
change that limitation still applies 
LQ� PRVW� DUHDV�� 7KLV� ULÀH� VHDVRQ�
hunters weighed more bucks in 
Addison County — 676 — than in 
any year since then. The previous 
record was 647. That’s a lot of 
venison. 

After a secretive search that 
SURGXFHG� WKUHH� ¿QDOLVWV�� WZR� RI�
whom remain anonymous, late 
in the month the Addison Central 
School District board hired Wendy 
Baker to be the new ACSD 
superintendent. Currently a grant 
writer and business owner, she 
has experience leading schools 
in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
New York. Baker is set to begin 
her new job in July.

Yes, Virginia, and Vermont, there 
is a Santa Claus, and he is truly 
magical. So magical that the Jolly 
Old Elf appeared simultaneously 
in Vergennes and Middlebury on 
Dec. 2 to kick off annual holiday 
season events in both communities. 

Meanwhile Christmas tree 
farms were mostly doing well 
GHVSLWH� ����¶V� GLI¿FXOW� FOLPDWH�
challenges, notably a late frost and 
WKHQ�VXPPHU�ÀRRGLQJ��6RPH�IDUPV�
were dealing with damaged crops, 
but prices were stable, and there 
appeared to be enough inventory 
for all who celebrate the holiday. 

Some in local communities 
were questioning whether youths 
accused of serious crimes should 
be welcomed in towns’ schools. 
Administrators said yes, they 
should, and plans were in place to 
support the students and ensure the 
safety of all. It also turned out state 
law was not only on the schools’ 
side, but also required schools to 
educate the youths in question.

The Middlebury Snowbowl 
created plenty of buzz among 
DUHD� VNLHUV� ZLWK� VLJQL¿FDQW�
improvements, most notably 
lighted trails to allow night skiing 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��(QWKXVLDVWV�ZHUH�
quick to take advantage of the new 
amenities. 

School boards around the 
county were hard at work crafting 
budgets under new sets of funding 
laws that included complex new 
pupil weighting systems and 
different levels of cap increases, 
DOO�ZKLOH�VWDWH�RI¿FLDOV�ZDUQHG�WKDW�
spending statewide and low town 
property assessments could spike 
residential taxes up by an average 
of around 18%. Early indications 
were that local rates wouldn’t rise 
by that much, but administrators 
and board members were working 
hard on spending plans. 

Vergennes voters on Dec. 19 by 
a count of 90-64 backed a bond 
of up to $1.75 million to buy two 
¿UH�WUXFNV��RQH�D�XVHG�ODWWHU� WUXFN�
and the other a heavy rescue unit 
that could double as a pumper 
XQLW��ZKLFK�RI¿FLDOV�VDLG�PLJKW�EH�
ERXJKW�QHZ�RU�XVHG��&LW\�RI¿FLDOV�
estimated the bond at most could 
add a little more than a penny to the 
tax rate, but that estimate assumed 
all the towns the city department 
VHUYHV�DV�D�¿UVW�UHVSRQGHU�FKLSSHG�
in as they have historically.

And as of the vote date the 
Vergennes City Council and the 
Ferrisburgh selectboard were still 
struggling to agree on what the 
town should pay the city to be the 
¿UVW�UHVSRQGHU�IRU�:HVW�)HUULVEXUJK�
and some of the rest of the southern 
half of the town. On Dec. 19 the 
Ferrisburgh selectboard agreed to a 
city council proposal to enter into 
mediation to help bridge a gap of 
more than $44,000.
$W� WKH� FRXQFLO¶V� ¿UVW� PHHWLQJ�

in December it also welcomed its 
newest member after a summer and 
fall of a series of resignations due 
to family, educational and work 
reasons. The council appointed 
military veteran, current Army 
National Guard instructor, and 
experienced aviation technician 
-RKQ� 0RQWJRPHU\�� ���� WR� ¿OO� WKH�
latest vacancy. Montgomery is 
currently working for Tri-Valley 
Transit as well as the National 
Guard.

In Middlebury, one selectboard 
veteran, Lindsey Fuentes-George, 
said she would not run again in 
March after two terms on the 
board, saying she wanted to make 
way for new blood on the panel. 
But another board veteran, Farhad 
Khan, said he would seek re-
election. 

The long-running Legislative 
Breakfast series got a new 
coordinator: Beth Morse, daughter 
of recently deceased longtime host 
Jim Morse, agreed to take the reins 
of the Monday morning winter 
gatherings that bring the county’s 
state representatives together over 
coffee and pancakes. 

On Dec. 15 and 16 more than 
two inches of rain hit the county 
— and more than three inches 
came down in some locations 
elsewhere in Vermont — causing 
ÀRRGLQJ�LQ�VRPH�DUHDV��0HUFLIXOO\�
the damage was not as bad as in the 
VXPPHU�ÀRRGV��EXW�PDQ\�VFKRROV��
including in Addison County, 
either closed on Dec. 17 or opened 
ODWH��DQG�RI¿FLDOV�DOVR�FORVHG�PDQ\�
roads around the state. 

Another incident of racism 
at a county school — a Bristol 
Elementary School student 
used the N-Word in speaking to 
another — caused soul-searching 
DPRQJ� VFKRRO� RI¿FLDOV� DQG� OHG� WR�
many residents meeting with the 
MAUSD board to seek more robust 
anti-racist educational efforts 
within the district. The board 
listened carefully.

In a neighboring school district, 
a new superintendent was ready to 
take charge: The Lincoln School 
District hired Amy Cole, 57, to 
take over the district reins as of 
Jan. 1. Cole comes to Lincoln 
from Hawaii, but has extensive 
leadership experience in New 
England, including 18 years in 
Vermont school systems. 

Who was that Brit with spiky 
KDLU�DQG� OHDWKHU�SDQWV�VSRWWHG�¿UVW�
in Vergennes thrift shops and in 
eatery 3Squares, and then at the 
Middlebury Snowbowl? Many 
were convinced it was veteran 
rocker Rod Stewart and his wife. 
Another publication reported it was, 
with the singer allegedly seeking a 
New England White Christmas. 
That report even reached at least 
one English tabloid. But alas, no, it 
wasn’t Stewart, who was on tour in 
Europe. 

As far as not Rod, we wish we’d 
never seen your face. You made a 
¿UVW�FODVV� IRRO�RXW�RI�XV�� �2.��ZH�
kid — we don’t feel the same about 
you as you sang about Maggie 
May, and hope you enjoyed your 
visit.) 

About a year ago a group of 
county residents, following a 
WHPSODWH�FUHDWHG�¿UVW�LQ�0LFKLJDQ��
established 100+ Women Who 
Care Addison County. Their plan 
called for members to donate $100 
every three months and then to meet 
quarterly and decide collectively 

WR� ZKLFK� UHJLVWHUHG� QRQSUR¿W�
the money should go. How did 
it work? The new organization, 
with support from a foundation, 
contributed $97,200 to a dozen 
QRQSUR¿WV��:HOO�GRQH��
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