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• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN

• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC

• OUTDOOR KITCHENS

 

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS

• HARDWARE & MORE!

Brad and Connie are ready to help you make the kitchen or 
bath of your dreams into a reality! Come visit our kitchen 
and bath showroom where we will work with you to create 
the space you want. We also provide in-home consultations 
which helps in the process of creating the perfect design for 
your space. We’re here for it all!

WE’RE READY
(We know yours are busy.)

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

TO LEND A HAND! 
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Visit us at AddisonCountyFieldDays.com
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Map of fairgrounds .............................................. 12
Friends & family crash together.......................... 20
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Ferrisburgh  |  989-6712 | www.cvfc-vt.com | Find us on  

Climate Smart

Clean Water

Healthy Soil

Champlain Valley Farmer Coalition

All in a day’s work for our farmers.

The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board 
extends a cordial invitation to you, and your friends 
and family to exhibit at this year’s Addison County 
Fair & Field Days on August 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 2024. It 
is our pleasure to present the opportunity for area 

citizens to showcase the quality products which they 
have produced. The guidelines and rules are in this 

booklet for anyone wishing to enter something in 
the competitive exhibit departments. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all who have exhibited in the 
past, and look forward to working with new, as well 

as past exhibitors, during our 2024 fair.
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Message to Superintendents

About this Field Days Program

ADDISON  COUNTY

INDEPENDENT
Vol. 78   No. 28                    

                    
                    

   Middlebury, Vermont        Thursday, July 11, 2024        52 Pages                    
                    

                   $
1.50       

(See By the way, Page 11A)
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Cat Daddy

A well-known pet whisperer came 

to Homeward Bound to share his 

feline lessons. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Sitting pretty

A talented trio proved that three’s 

a charm in the unusual holiday 

outhouse race. See Page 1B.

Our seniors

We become less nimble as we age, 

but we all grow older at different 

rates. See Senior Lifestyles in A+L.

GOP candidates seek state Senate seats

Bristol’s Heffernan vows to 

serve all Vermonters in office
Leicester’s Bienvenue shares 

views on education, housing

Bear sightings on 

rise around county

Vending machines to 

sell overdose meds

Community rallies after racist incident in Ripton

County lands 2 Narcan dispensers

Middlebury town manager 

to step down after 12 years

Advice offered to avoid visits 

(See Narcan, Page 15A)

(See Ramsay, Page 12A)

(See Bears, Page 14A)

(See Bienvenue, Page 11A)

(See Heffernan, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — Middlebury College’s 

104-year-old Bread Loaf campus is a scenic 

bastion of serenity and creativity, a storied 

education hub adorned with a collection 

of yellow-ochre, green-shingled buildings 

nestled among lush trees and deftly 

manicured fields off Route 125 in the town 

of Ripton.
But that Rockwellian portrait was 

momentarily shattered by a senseless act of 

racism at around 7:10 p.m. on Sunday, June 

30.
Louis Smith, a scholar, educator and 

a returnee to the Bread Load School of 

English, was inside the campus apartment 

he’s sharing with his family this summer. 

His spouse, Millie, and their two children 

— ages 3 and 5 — were playing outside. 

Their laughter dissolved into stunned 

incredulity, however, when a young man in 

a dark, old-model pickup truck slowed on 

Route 125 as he neared the mom and two 

children and yelled, “Go home (f-word) 

n****rs,” and sped off.

Others on campus heard the hate speech, 

too. Sadly, all were too stunned to get a 

license plate number. Vermont State Police 

are investigating the incident.

Smith is Black, his wife is white, and their 

children are biracial. He believes he and his 

(See Neighbors, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County is about to become only 

the third county in the state to 

host outdoor vending machines 

dispensing naloxone — a 

medication that rapidly reverses 

the effects of opioid overdose.

Turning Point Center of Addison 

County (TPCAC) has landed an 

approximately $100,000 state 

grant that will enable the nonprofit 

to acquire two such vending 

machines. Though specific spots 

have yet to be finalized, plans 

call for one of the machines for 

Middlebury and the other in 

Vergennes, both by this fall.

Nalaxone is an opioid 

antagonist, which binds with 

opioid receptors in the human 

nervous system to rapidly reverse 

the effects of an overdose. It can 

be administered through injection 

but is most commonly delivered 

through a nasal spray known as 

Narcan, which is the product the 

two Addison County vending 

machines will offer — for free, 

according to TPCAC Executive 

Director Danielle Wallace.

Based in Middlebury, TPCAC 

is one of 12 peer recovery centers 

in Vermont that offer support for 

individuals and their families 

seeking recovery from substance 

use disorder and other addictions.

In addition to dispensing 

Narcan, the climate-controlled 

machines will offer test strips for 

both fentanyl and xylazine; sterile 

water; basic first aid, hygiene and 

wound-care kits; bleach; cotton; 

and tourniquets.

The two machines and the 

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — 

More and more Addison County 

residents are spotting bears on 

their properties, and they’re not 

alone.
A bear expert said county 

residents’ increasing reports of 

bears passing through backyards 

and rummaging in garbage cans 

are on par with what officials 

are hearing from Vermonters in 

other parts of the state. 

Vermont Fish & Wildlife 

Black Bear Project Leader Jaclyn 

Comeau said there are a few 

factors behind the increasingly 

common encounters, notably 

bears more often associating 

homes with food and the state’s 

bear population having bounced 

back in recent decades.

“We’re now getting reports of 

bears in parts of the Champlain 

Valley, so lots of Addison 

County, the Connecticut River 

Valley, and places where 40 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The town 

of Middlebury is in the market for 

a new town manager, following 

Tuesday’s announcement that 

the shire town’s longtime top 

administrator, Kathleen Ramsay, 

will be leaving in early September 

to take a new job with the Vermont 

League of Cities and Towns 

(VLCT).
Ramsay has served as 

Middlebury town manager since 

2012, succeeding Bill Finger. She 

had previously served Middlebury, 

from 2000-2007, as assistant town 

manager.
The 59-year-old has helmed 

Middlebury’s 
municipal 

By MARIN HOWELL 

BRISTOL — Bristol resident 

Steven Heffernan has long been 

committed to helping out his 

neighbors. 
Being good to fellow community 

members is one of several lessons 

he said he learned from his parents 

while growing up on Heffernan’s 

Pine Tree Farm in Bristol. 

Heffernan, 58, is now hoping to 

take his service to Addison County 

residents to the next level by 

representing them in the Vermont 

Statehouse. He’s running for one 

of two seats representing Addison 

County, Huntington, Rochester 

and Buel’s Gore in the state Senate. 

Those seats are held by 

By JOHN FLOWERS

LEICESTER — Leicester 

Republican Lesley Bienvenue 

tried two years ago to compete for 

one of the two state Senate seats 

representing Addison County, 

Rochester, Huntington and Buel’s 

Gore. But her 11th-hour effort, 

through a write-in campaign during 

the 2022 primary, failed to garner 

enough votes to get her name on 

the general election ballot.

She’s better prepared this year, 

and realizes she’ll have her work 

cut out for her. Aug. 13 primaries 

will be needed to whittle both 

three Democrats and the three 

Republicans down to two each, for 

the general election.

Congratulations to newly 

elected officers of the American 

Legion Department of Vermont, 

a list that included some local 

veterans whose positions were 

decided at the Legion’s Annual 

Department Convention held 

June 21 in Colchester. Those local 

elected included Salisbury’s Tom 

Scanlon, the former department 

commander, as National 

Executive Committee member; 

and Orwell resident John Tester, 

Local heroes
MEMBERS OF THE Bristol Fire Department share the love with two boys on the route of Bristol’s fabulous Fourth of July parade last 

Thursday. See more parade photos on Page 9A plus one special observer on Page 5B. Independent photo/Steve James

BASSIST RASHAAN CARTER of Eureka Shoes closely follows his bandmates in a performance 

at Middlebury’s Festival on the Green Monday night. Each evening and afternoon this week a great 

lineup of entertainers has performed. See more photos on Page 13A.
Independent photo/Steve James

Music in the air

MIDDLEBURY RESIDENT MATTHEW Duquette spotted this 

black bear on Danyow Drive this past Sunday. The sighting is 

one of many Addison County residents have reported in recent 

weeks. 
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(See By the way, Page 14A)
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Garden guru
Expert Charlie Nardozzi will make a stop at Bristol’s Rocky Dale Gardens. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

AC starts wellThe county Legion nine were 3-2 after taking on a tough early 
schedule. See Sports, Page 1B.

Good cop
Vergennes officer commended for 
bravery in the face of danger and 
community service. See Page 5B.

Suicide hits homeless community
Outreach workers cite challenges

Take a walk to learn about city’s historyBooklet to guide Vergennes tour

Lincoln musician honored with statewide prize in arts

Lincoln’s past on display this summer

New OSHA rule threatens local fire & rescue groupsWould create new mandates, costs

Starksboro woman tapped for agricultural hall of fame

By MARIN HOWELL LINCOLN — The Lincoln Historical 
Society’s museum has opened for the 
season with a revamped exhibit space and 
two new displays for visitors to explore, 
including one diving into the rich history of 
the town’s seven cemeteries. “The Cemeteries of Lincoln, Vermont” 

is a collaborative project between the 
historical society and the Lincoln Library, 
as well as other organizations in town. It’s 
designed to highlight and generate interest 
in the cemeteries in town and is one of 
several resources community members can 
peruse at the historical society’s museum 
space at 88 Quaker St. “It occurred to me that the cemeteries are 

something that we don’t even really think 
about, we take them sort of for granted, 
and yet they mean a lot to some people, 
and they hold a lot of history and they’re 
beautiful places,” said Lincoln Library 
Director Wendy McIntosh, who came up 
with the idea for the project. The library and historical society often 

collaborate on annual projects exploring 
topics like the history of schools in Lincoln 
or Burnham Hall’s centennial in 2019. 

Projects usually explore some aspect of 
Lincoln’s history that the community has 
shown interest in, or that relate to, things 

LINCOLN HISTORICAL SOCIETY Vice President Lucinda Cockrell stands 

in the museum’s revamped exhibit space, which features one of two new 

displays being shown at the historical society this summer. Independent photo/Marin Howell 

going on in town. “We want to perpetuate the legacy 
of Lincoln, but we also want to 

know what people are interested in,” 
explained Lucinda Cockrell, a member 

(See Lincoln history, Page 14A)

Gov. Phil Scott and the 
state’s congressional delegation 
recently announced $7.9 million 
in Northern Border Regional 
Commission Investments in 
seven Vermont communities — 

(See Vergennes, Page 12A)

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The history of Vergennes dates 

back to September of 1788, when leaders of the 

surrounding towns made final an agreement to carve a 

city out of their lands, basing it around Otter Creek’s 

falls and the river basin below. Vergennes thus became Vermont’s first city and 

just the third in the young nation that called itself the 

United States of America. Vergennes is also unique in the state in another 

way: It is the only Vermont city — as defined as a 

community governed by a mayor and a city council — 

not to have first been established as a town or village.

Now, 236 years later, Vergennes has a new nod to its 

rich past — a Historic Walking Tour.
The tour was also years in the making, according to 

project coordinator Julie Basol, the executive director 

of the Vergennes Partnership. That organization 

promotes the Vergennes area and the economic health 

of its downtown. The tour includes many familiar landmarks, 

including the Bixby Library, the Kennedy Brothers 

building, the Stevens House, the Ryan and Stone 

blocks, all the downtown churches, Vergennes City 

Hall, the Shade Roller building, the Pump House that 

sits astride the Otter Creek falls, the General Strong 

House, plus many lesser known homes uncovered in 

(See Kahler, Page 12A)

(See First responders, Page 8A)

By MARIN HOWELL STARKSBORO — From 
climate change to shifting 
consumer preferences and markets, 
Vermont’s agriculture industry has 
faced obstacles and opportunities 
over the years. Starksboro resident Ellen 

Kahler has spent nearly two 
decades collaborating with other 

Vermonters to address those 
challenges and strengthen the 
state’s food system.  She’s done so largely through 

her role as executive director of the 
Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, 
or VSJF, a nonprofit organization 
with the mission of nurturing the 
sustainable development of the 

(See Chorney, Page 15A)

By MARIN HOWELL LINCOLN — Lincoln 
resident Michael Chorney has 
spent much of his life making 
music. 

It was music that first brought 
Chorney, 63, to the Green 
Mountain State as a teenager 
hoping to start a band. He’s 
remained tethered to Vermont’s 
music scene since then, taking 

on projects as a musician, 
producer and composer; 
dabbling in genres from acid 
jazz to folk, while captivating 
audiences from Burlington to 
Broadway. Chorney was recognized for 

his manifold contributions to the 
state’s arts community this past 
Saturday, when he was awarded 

By JOHN FLOWERSA D D I S O N COUNTY — Newly proposed federal rules aimed at increasing the safety of first responders could ironically cause the death of many firefighting and rescue o r g a n i z a t i o n s in Vermont and throughout the country, according to public safety officials here in Addison County.At issue is the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration’s 
proposed update of its Fire Brigades 
Standard (29 CFR 1910.156) 
that was first published in 1980. 
This proposed rule would expand 
the scope of the OSHA standard 
“from the original, small-scoped 

fire responder rule to standards that apply not just to industrial firefighters, but … also to employees engaged in fire service activities, e m e r g e n c y medical services, and specialized rescue services,” according to the National Volunteer Fire Council, or NVFC, a non-profit representing volunteer fire, 
EMS and rescue services.The bottom line: Firefighters 

and rescue personnel would be 
subject to far greater training, 
planning and equipment/vehicle 
replacement mandates that local 
officials believe will dry up an 
already shallow volunteer pool and 

CHIEF BRETT LAROSE

(See Struggles, Page 11A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Steven 
Parsons had spent his life battling 
demons.

Drugs.
Mental health problems.Isolation.He came to Middlebury from his 

native West Virginia looking for a 
life preserver and a way out.After failing to live by the rules 

at the Charter House Emergency 

Shelter, Parsons took to the 
streets, becoming part of the small 
settlement of houseless folks who 
camp and congregate off Bakery 
Lane and behind the Ilsley Library.

On June 17, Parsons found his 
way out.

He picked a tree along the 
periphery of the Marble Works 
and, tragically, hanged himself 
from it using a webbing strap.He left no note, nor had he 

confided in others his thoughts of 
self-harm.

Tyler Proulx, an outreach worker 
and recovery coach with the 
Turning Point Center of Addison 
County, said Parsons’s suicide 
has had a profound impact on the 
houseless community.“It was really dark,” Proulx said 

of the impact. “People feel it when 
they lose somebody; there are 
always ripple effects from a loss 
like that. They’re a pretty tight-
knit community and it brought the 

mood down for a long while there.”
Proulx is one of several local 

human services workers who 
regularly check on the houseless 
community, offering them access to 
necessities like food and clothing, 
as well as an open door to mental 
health counseling and coaching for 
substance use disorder.Proulx said he knew Parsons, 

though not for very long. 
Everybody’s different, but Proulx 
noted a common lament among 

Grand rideINTREPID CYCLISTS ON their own or in small 

groups braved the rain and sometimes chilly temps 

on Saturday to ride in the 10th Vermont Gran Fondo. 

With a start and finish in Bristol, several hundred 

riders climbed up and over as many as six mountain 

gaps and covered up to 145 miles. At left, Sean 

Sweeney of Leicester leads a peloton approaching 

Bread Loaf. See more photos on Page 10A.Independent photos/Steve James

FIELD DAYS RESULTS
LOOK FOR COVERAGE FROM THIS YEAR’S ADDISON COUNTY 
FAIR & FIELD DAYS IN THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT.  

DON’T MISS IT. SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as 
many Field Days competitions as we can get our hands 
on. Event superintendents should take their results to 
the Field Days office immediately after the events. Field 
Days staff will make copies and the Independent will 
publish the information as quickly as possible.

Thank you!

For many Vermonters, the Addison County Fair & Field Days is a Top 10 summer event 
— and for good reason. Vermont doesn’t just talk about its agricultural roots, it lives them. 
Milking cows, shearing sheep, growing food — those are all things we do day in and day 

out in this part of New England. Agriculture is an integral part of Addison County life and 
economy, and it is also a lot of fun. At Field Days we celebrate that essential part of the 

Vermont character every year.
Tens of thousands of people from the Champlain Valley and beyond come to the fair every year 

to celebrate their agricultural roots — or to get back to those roots.
The best farmers, sugarmakers, cooks, bakers and all kinds of crafters compete for bragging rights — as do those brave 

men and women who get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention the folks who work 
with the powerful draft horses). And don’t forget Wednesday’s skillet toss. More often than not, the winners turn out to be our 
neighbors, or the folks down the road who we see at the grocery store and at our kids’ school concerts.

Children with livestock of all kinds — cows, calves, sheep, lambs, rabbits and many sorts of fowl — work for weeks and 
months leading up to the fair, grooming their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona 
Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters try to earn the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and 
spices from the pantry; then cook them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the 
Food Department.

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the 
ton and plenty of midway rides.

Oh, and don’t miss the armwrestling if you can help it.
This program is designed to serve as a guide to Field Days. A complete schedule of events can be found as well as profiles 

of this year’s entertainers.
There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 6-10. Come and see it all!
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

 YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™ www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Open 7 days

                   30% OFF30% OFF
30% OFF30% OFF
Select Select CARHARTTSCARHARTTS  

for for Kids, InfantsKids, Infants
& Toddlers& Toddlers New Fall

Styles Arriving Daily
SELF-SERVESELF-SERVE
Dog WashDog Wash

OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

Your

Headquarters

                   
30%30%
OFFOFFWhile supplies last. While supplies last. 

A great selection of Jackets, Shirts, A great selection of Jackets, Shirts, 
Pants, Coats, Bibs & more for Men, Pants, Coats, Bibs & more for Men, 

Women & KidsWomen & Kids

**

MUMSMUMS
are coming!are coming!

 Feathered  Feathered 
FriendFriend

Favorite Favorite 

$16.99$16.99
$5 $5 OFF OFF IAMSIAMS

Mature Large Breed, Mature Large Breed, 
Mini Chunks, Large Mini Chunks, Large 

Breed, and LambBreed, and Lamb
Meal & RiceMeal & Rice

While supplies last. While supplies last. 

 Sale ends 8/31/24 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last.  Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer. Sale ends 8/31/24 unless otherwise noted. While supplies last.  Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer.

AllAll
AmericanAmerican

Suet Suet 

Buy 2Buy 2

Shorts & Graphic Shorts & Graphic 
Tees  Men & Tees  Men & 

WomenWomen
50% Off

Select Nursery Select Nursery 
StockStock

30-50% 30-50% 
OFFOFF

While supplies last. While supplies last. 

 Sale ends 8/18/24 Sale ends 8/18/24

get the 3rd freeget the 3rd free
$2.49 each  11 oz$2.49 each  11 oz

Super Sale Super Sale 
on Select Summer Clothingon Select Summer Clothing
In-stock items only. While supplies last. In-stock items only. While supplies last. 

Sale ends 8/18/24*Sale ends 8/18/24*
  

Regular $22.99Regular $22.99

24 pack Niagara24 pack Niagara

Water Water Bottles Bottles $5.49$5.49
Check Check 
out our out our 
selection selection 
of of 
outdoor outdoor 
games games 
and and 
water water 
toystoys

Cutter Cutter 
Backwoods Backwoods 

Insect Insect 
Repellent Repellent 

$4.99 $4.99 

All Glazed Patio All Glazed Patio PotteryPottery
& Birdbaths& Birdbaths

each

Health Health 
ExtensionExtension

original

$69.99$69.99  
reg $74.99 reg $74.99 30lbs

**

30 lb

Mosquito EradicatorsMosquito Eradicators 

$21.99$21.99
 REG REG $29.99$29.99

20lbs
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2024-2025  
Board of Directors

2024 Admission

Your ticket price includes parking, gate 
admission, re-admission, grandstands, all 
Field Days shows & exhibits. Ticket office 
opens at 7:30 a.m.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)
Tuesday – Saturday Daily Admission .................. $15
SEASON PASS ................................................... $60
SENIOR DISCOUNT 
Free on Tuesday with Green Mountain Passport
(Green Mtn Passports can be purchased at your 
local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily Admission ..................................................... $5
SEASON PASS ................................................... $20

CHILDREN (5 years and under)
FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET – Buy a $25 bracelet 
and it is good for rides all day.

PRESIDENT: Cindy Kayhart, 343-3862 
VICE PRESIDENT: Benj Deppman, 734-1381 
SECRETARY: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279

MEMBERS AT LARGE:
William Roleau, 802-453-3713  
Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821; Kenneth Button, 802-989-7055  
Megan Sutton, 802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054 
Bruce Putnam, 802-349-6107; Paul Quesnel, 802-989-0187

BUSINESS MANAGER: Cara Mosier, 802-545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER: Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
ELECTRICIAN: Herb Fisher, 802-353-1516

� Cover photo by Steve James/Addison Independent

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre family since 1943
213 Exchange Street, Middlebury
802-388-9260 • 802-388-3014

More than 80 Years of Service
1943 - 2024

Seymour Street, 
1943

Exchange Street, 

2010

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”
213 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-9260 • 800-735-3530
Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family Since 1943

67 Years of Service
1943-2010
Serving Addison County
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24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Plumbing & Heating • Petroleum EquiPment • Heating oil

Seymour Street, 
1943

Exchange Street, 

2010

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”
213 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-9260 • 800-735-3530
Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family Since 1943

67 Years of Service
1943-2010
Serving Addison County

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Plumbing & Heating • Petroleum EquiPment • Heating oil

Serving Addison County

74 Years of Service
1943-2017

Seymour Street,
1943

Seymour Street, 
1943

Exchange Street, 

2010

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”
213 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-9260 • 800-735-3530
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Tickets available now at: 
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt’s Store in 

Bridport, the Field Days office  
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. 

Beginning Aug. 6th, 
tickets will only be available 

at the Field Days office. 
                   Call 545-2557                          

“The Taste
     of Vermont”

at Addison County Fair & Field Days
Dining Hall • Tuesday, August 6th

Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45
Adults: $15   Children 10 & under: $8

Green Mountain 
Passport Day

Opening Day Parade
6:00PM

Sanctuary Band 
7:00PM

Maple Candy

Deb’s Baked Beans

Pratt’s Store

Roast Pork

Carrot Cake

Host Vendor

Sweet Corn

 
 

             & the MUHS Football Team

Served by participating vendors 

Supplies

Vegetables

Cheddar Cheese

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
Bracelet Rides – ALL DAY for $25

Apple Crisp

Chicken
Cider

Dairy ProductsThe
Dining
Hall

Vegetables

Scalloped Potatoes

Country Classic Ham

Pizza

Tickets 

Sell Out!

2024 Dedication

This year we are pleased to dedicate our fair to sunshine and warm weather! 
After a year of mud and rain, we are enlisting the help of Mother Nature to give 
us warm days, sunshine, and cool breezes!

We thank all the 2023 fair personnel, exhibitors, vendors, volunteers, and fair 
goers for your support during last year’s rainy event.

This year promises to bring all the usual vendors, rides, fair food, exhibits, kids, and 
animals and all their glory!

Although paving the parking lot was not in the cards or the state’s groundwater rules, we have a beautiful 
new livestock barn to house the beef and open dairy cattle.  We hope you will enjoy our green grass and 
improvements to a few really soft areas of the grounds and roads.

See you at Addison County Field Days, Aug. 6 through 10, 2024!
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By SOPHIA  
AFSAR-KESHMIRI

For the second year in a row, 
Jonathan Chamberlin’s daughter, 
Paige, 9, was able to show ani-
mals at the Addison County Field 
Days Fair in 2023 through the 
same 4-H lease program that he 
participated in as a child. 

In this day and age the major-
ity of the 4-H’ers that lead their 
animals around the fairgrounds 
show pen are participating as part 
of this animal leasing program, 
according to Addison County 4-H 
educator Martha Seifert.

The program gives Addison 
County kids who don’t live on 
farms the opportunity to experi-
ence the animal husbandry life-
style. It was initiated 25 to 30 
years ago “because there’s fewer 
and fewer of us that grew up on 
farms,” Seifert said.

“And this gives kids the op-
portunity to work with large ani-
mals,” she said. 

The 75th annual Addison Coun-
ty Fair and Field Days kicked off 
at the county fairgrounds in New 
Haven on Aug. 8, 2023, and ran 
through Saturday evening, which 
capped off with fire-
works.

Rain always seems 
to come to the fair; 
last year it arrived on 
the first day and was 
more plentiful than 
usual. Organizers can-
celed that Tuesday 
evening’s Demolition 
Derby, but scheduled 
to hold it on Wednes-
day evening — there’s ALWAYS 
a demolition derby. 

Due to muddy conditions on 
that Wednesday, Field Days offi-
cials had closed the main public 
parking entrance and welcome 
center located off Route 17 and 
were asking that attendees enter 
the fairgrounds via the farm gate 
on Field Days Road instead. The 
main entrance was expected to re-

open by Wednesday evening. 
Back at the show arena, young-

ster paraded their cows, all much 
bigger than their human-coun-
terpart, around the competition 
pen in surprisingly crisp and un-
stained white uniforms.

The New England-wide 4-H 
animal loaner program is set up 
so that host farms choose whether 
or not families pay a fee for par-
ticipation. 

“Some of them (families) pay 
like $1 for the year, and others, 
there’s no fee,” Seifert said. 

“It teaches some responsibility, 
decision making, critical think-
ing, all those life skills.”

And it doesn’t hurt that the kids 
have fun too. 

Chamberlin, 43, didn’t grow up 
on a farm, and neither do his kids, 
and the program has provided the 
opportunity for himself, Paige 
and his 12-year-old son, Colin, to 
raise animals. 

At the 2023 4-H Field Days 
cow competition, the hard work 
that Paige has been putting in 
since April yielded a blue ribbon 
for her Spring Asher Calf named 
Rain. 

S h e 
showed 
her love 
for the 
animals 
as she 
hopped 
o v e r 
to the 
animals 
a n d 
s n u g -

gled into a perfect Paige-sized-
nook between Rain and another 
calf when asked for a photo. 

She gave an emphatic “Yeah!” 
when asked if she had fun raising 
cows.

And with a huge smile, she said 
she enjoyed the activities of walk-
ing and talking to Rain. 

Paige leased Rain from Blue 

Spruce Farm in Bridport, the 
same farm that Middlebury Union 
High School student Emma Dear-
ing, 17, had been leasing from for 
10 years.

In the 2023 competition, she 
and her red and white Holstein 
named Believe-Alliah were 
awarded Junior Champion in the 
Holstein category. 

When asked what she has most 
enjoyed about the program, she 
said she loves the people she’s 
had the opportunity to meet. 

Blue Spruce Farm owner Eu-
gene Audet, 63, proudly watched 
as the two champions got their 
photo taken. He said his farm has 
been participating as a host for the 
4-H lease program for years. 

He reiterated Seifert’s state-
ment that the program allows 
non-farm kids to see what farm-
life is like. 

Additionally, he said partici-
pants learn to communicate with 
the larger 4-H community that 

they are involved in, whether that 
pre-competition or during days in 
the 4-H barn at Field Days. 

Another Addison County 
farm, Four Hills Farm in Bris-
tol, has been hosting participants 
for many years as well. Sadie 
Moulton, 29, first started leasing 
from the farm 15 years ago, and 
on Tuesday her sister Bella Roell, 
13, and her niece Kylee Shepard, 
12, both showed in Tuesday’s 
Field Day competition and won 
awards for their Four Hills Farm 
calves. 

Moulton said that in total, the 
family had five kids show 11 
calves at this year’s fair.

“We have six kids (at the fair) 
but one technically isn’t old 
enough to bring (a calf) yet but 
helps a lot,” she noted. 

The family said that they were 
grateful for how hands-on, help-
ful and “really generous” Four 
Hills Farm has been throughout 
the process and over the years.

4-H animal lease program creates champions 

PAIGE CHAMBERLIN, 9, snuggles up between two cows in the 
4-H dairy barn at the 75th Addison County Field Days Fair this past 
August. Like her father before her, Paige doesn’t live on a farm so 
she leases a cow from Blue Spruce Farm to raise and show at the 
fair. 

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

“It teaches some 
responsibility, 
decision making, 
critical thinking, all 
those life skills.”
� — Martha Seifert
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How to get to Field Days

To RutlandTo Fair Haven

10 a.m.-10 p.m....................... Children’s Barnyard Open
10 a.m.-10 p.m......................4-H & Youth Building Open
10 a.m.-10 p.m.......... Antique Equipment Building Open
9 a.m.-9 p.m........................... Maple Sugar House Open
10 a.m.-6 p.m.......................Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos
. (Twist O’ Wool Guild tent)
10 a.m.-10 p.m........................... Forest Festival Exhibits
. & Demonstrations (forestry building)
10 a.m.-10 p.m...............Home & Garden Building Open

with continuous craft demos
10 a.m.-10 p.m............ Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building

Open Daily Maple Products Demonstrations
(maple sugar house)

Noon-midnight.................Midway Open (approximately)
1 p.m.-4 p.m.................... Milking Parlor Demonstrations

Please Note: Most exhibits will  be removed 
on  Saturday night at 10:00.

260 Court St. Suite 4 | Middlebury, VT 05753 | 802-388-3559
M-F 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Closed Sunday

middleburysewnvac.com

Sewing Machines

Fabric

Sewing & Vacuum Service

Classes

Vacuum Cleaners

2024 Daily Activities
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 13)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024
Opening Ceremony & Parade, Demo Derby, 
Dinners & Shows
Morning
8:30 a.m.	��������� Western Only 4-H and Open Youth 

Junior Horse Show (horse area)
9 a.m.	�������������� 4-H Dairy Conformation Classes 

(animal show arena)
10:30 a.m.	������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
Afternoon
Noon-6 p.m.	���� Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA 

Food Booth)
Noon	���������������� Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 

FREE
Noon	���������������� Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
12:30 p.m.	������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1 p.m.	�������������� Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all 

day ride bracelets
1 p.m.	�������������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man 

(bandstand)

1 p.m.	�������������� Circus Adventure (entertainment show 
area)

1 p.m.-5 p.m.	��� Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 
area) - FREE

1:30 p.m.	��������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 
equipment area)

1:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 
building)

1:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-
Entertainment

2 p.m.	�������������� Sheep Shearing/Handling 
Demonstration (sheep show tent)

3 p.m.	�������������� Pirate Man Dan (Show tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3 p.m.	�������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
3:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30 p.m.	��������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

RE-ELECT SENATOR CHRIS BRAY
Chris has been growing the economy with new 
jobs and businesses —   
• 6,290 new jobs in food and agriculture
• 314 new businesses in food and agriculture
• $100+ million in economic activity
• 18,800 jobs in clean energy

Chris knows The Vermont Way:  
a strong economy and a healthy environment  
PRIMARY ELECTION ON AUGUST 13 — EARLY VOTING NOW UNDERWAY

PAID FOR BY BRAY FOR VERMONT, KATE SELBY, TREASURER, 1896 QUAKER VILLAGE RD, WEYBRIDGE VT 05753
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For an authentic American dining experience – 
come by the A&W!

Located just south of Middlebury on Route 7   •   Middlebury’s A&W is the last one in Vermont!
RT 7 South • Midd.   •   802-388-2876  •  Open 7 days a week, 11:30 am - 8 pm

A Few Menu Favorites

Bike Night
Monday Night

2 or 3 wheels
FREE RB FLOAT!

PAPA 
BURGER

CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS
Coney Chili Cheese Dog

Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL 
BACON DOUBLE 
CHEESEBURGER

Root Beer
Float

Classic
Sides
Cheddar 

Cheese Curds
Onion Rings

Dinner Specialties
Fried Chicken

Uncle Sal’s Chicken Wings
Fried Shrimp   •   Fried Clams

Classic

Where Quality & Service Come First

GREG’S
Market & Deli

Easy In
Easy Out
Easy on 

your Wallet!

Sh
opp

ing at Greg’s:

Greg’s has the freshest meats for your grill and
all the fixins for your summer barbecue! 

Cooking at home?

Classic Car Night
Tuesday Night

FREE RB FLOAT!
w/classic car

3 Elm Street, Midd., VT (802) 989-7651
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27

26

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion
2. Public Safety Building
3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth
4. 4-H Exhibit Building
5. Youth Food Booth
6. Field Days Main Office
7. Milking Parlor  
	 & Dairy Bar
8. Dairy Palace Arena
9. Bandstand
10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent
11. Pavilion
12. Show Tent
13. Handmowing Area
14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth
16. 4-H Dairy Barn
17. Open Dairy Show Barn
18. Beef Cattle Tent
19. Antique Equipment Buildings
20. Show Area
21. Frances Monroe Home  
	 & Garden Center
22. Sara McCarty Children’s 
	 Barnyard
23. Sheep Tents
24. Pony Rides & Free Youth  
	 Activities
25. Infant Comfort Station
26. Addison County Toy Barn
27. Poultry Tent

Field Days Grounds Map
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Schedule of Events

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)

88 Seymour St., Middlebury
802-388-7000 • 800-639-7051

middlebury@bbinc.us

ATTENTION FARMERS:
We work for your farm business

Your On-Demand Help!
• We deliver animal feeds
• We plant seeds
• We fertilize crops
• We apply crop protection aids
• We draft farm plans
• We map farm sites and fields
• We trouble shoot dairy protection issues

QUALITY - SERVICE - VALUE
“We Care” for your land and animals

show area)
4:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-

Entertainment
5:15	����������������� Vermont Products Dinner-1st Sitting 

(dining hall)
5 p.m.	�������������� Gymkhana (horse area)
5:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
6 p.m.	�������������� Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Sitting 

(dining hall)
6 p.m.	�������������� Circus Adventure (show area)
6:45	����������������� Vermont Products Dinner-3rd Sitting 

(dining hall)
7 p.m.	�������������� Sanctuary Band (bandstand)
7 p.m.	�������������� G. Stone Motors Demo Derby (Tractor 

Pad)
7 p.m.	�������������� Dan LaPointe-Glorybound Country/

Gospel (show tent)

WEDNESDAY
Agricultural Shows & Demos, Caber Toss, 
Karaoke and The Demolition Derby

Morning
8:30 a.m.	��������� English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr. & 

Sr. Horse Show (horse area)
9 a.m.	�������������� Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires, 

Milking Shorthorns
9:30 a.m.	��������� Ox Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10 a.m.-noon	��� Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 

area) - FREE
10:30 a.m.	������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
11 a.m.	������������ Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Afternoon
Noon-6 p.m.	���� Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA 

Food Booth)
Noon	���������������� Midway Opens $25 all day ride 

bracelets
Noon	���������������� Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon	���������������� Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 

FREE

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Where Personalized Service Matters”
Auto  •  Home

Farm  •  Commercial

802- 877-2878
154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
Across from Aubuchon Hardware

www.gainesinsurance.com
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Schedule of Events

The First National Bank of Orwell
100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.

Invested in our neighbors since 1863.
Main Street, Orwell

(802) 948-2811
Route 22A, Shoreham

(802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.
Equal Housing Lender Member FDICwww.fnborwell.com

Noon	���������������� Goat Show (sheep show tent)
Noon	���������������� Men’s Caber Toss (tractor pad)
12:30 p.m.	������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1 p.m.	�������������� Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
1 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-

Entertainment (show tent)
2 p.m.	�������������� Sheep Shearing/Handling 

Demonstration (sheep show tent)
2:30 p.m.	��������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3 p.m.	�������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3 p.m.	�������������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3 p.m.	�������������� Pirate man Dan (Show tent)
3:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
3:30 p.m.	��������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
4:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-

Entertainment (show tent)
5:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
6 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
7 p.m.	�������������� Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda 

Rock (signup at 6:30) (show tent)
7 p.m.	�������������� G. Stone Motors Demolition Derby 

(tractor pad)
7:30 p.m.	��������� Third Shift Band (bandstand)

THURSDAY
Tractor Pulls
Morning
8 a.m.	�������������� Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show 

(horse area)
9 a.m.	�������������� 4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship 

Classes (animal show arena)
9 a.m.	�������������� 4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep 

show tent)
10 a.m.	������������ Hand Mowing Contest (antique 

equipment demo area)
10 a.m.	������������ VTPA Tractor Pulling-Antique & 

Enhanced Antique Tractor Pulls
10:30 a.m.	������� Pony Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10:30 a.m.	������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
11 a.m.	������������ Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups 

at 10 a.m.)
11:30 a.m.	������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
11 a.m.-3 p.m.	� “Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor 

Home Stage in Paquette Bldg.)
Afternoon
Noon-6 p.m.	���� Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of the FFA 

Food Booth)
Noon	���������������� Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all 

day ride bracelets
Noon	���������������� Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 

FREE
12:30 p.m.	������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
1-5 p.m.	����������� Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 

area) - FREE
1 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

Continued on next page
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Schedule of Events

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988

759-2562 
4373 Rt 17 West  
Addison, Vermont

Reed’s EquipmentReed’s Equipment

show area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-

Entertainment (show tent)
1:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
2:30 p.m.	��������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
3 p.m.	�������������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3 p.m.	�������������� Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (children’s 

barnyard area)
3:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
3:30 p.m.	��������� Circus Adventure (show area)
4 p.m.	�������������� Beef Showmanship/Fitting Show 

(Senior, Intermediate, Junior, & Novice) 
& Market Classes (animal show arena)

4:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-
Entertainment (show tent)

5:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
6 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
7 p.m.	�������������� G. Stone Motors Demolition Derby 

(tractor pad)
7 p.m.	�������������� Nickel & Dime (Band Stand)
7:30 p.m.	��������� Animal Costume Class (animal show 

arena)
8 p.m.	�������������� Rehab Roadhouse (Show Tent)

FRIDAY
More Shows, Armwrestling and Pulling 
Competitions
Morning
8:30 a.m.	��������� Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall)
9 a.m.	�������������� Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent)
9:30 a.m.	��������� Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10 a.m.	������������ Working Steer & Ox Show
10 a.m. - Noon	Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 

area) - FREE

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)
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Schedule of Events

Continued on next page

10 a.m.	������������ VTPA- Garden Division- Youth, Adult 
Stock, SportStock, ATV, Super Stock 
Open, Pro Diesel, 4 Cyl Mods (tractor 
pad)

10 a.m.	������������ Horse Pulling (Butterfield Arena)
10:30 p.m.	������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
11 p.m.	������������ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

Afternoon
Noon-6 p.m.	���� Cairo Northern Clowns (front of the FFA 

Food Booth)
Noon	���������������� PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal 

show arena)
Noon	���������������� Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 

FREE
Noon	���������������� Midway Opens $25 all day ride 

bracelets
Noon	���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Noon	���������������� PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal 

show arena)

12:15	��������������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of 
Entertainment (Show Tent)

1 p.m.	�������������� Tom Joyce, Magician (bandstand)
1 p.m.	�������������� 4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)
1 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
2 p.m.	�������������� Magic Workshop w/Silver Circus 

(entertainment show area)
2 p.m.-5 p.m.	��� Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 

area) - FREE
2:45	����������������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of 

Entertainment (Show Tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� Future Showmanship/Fitting Class & 

Beef Conformation & Group Classes 
(animal show arena)
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Schedule of Events

Proudly Serving Addison County
Farmers for over 6 Decades!

“Family owned and operated” 
Weekly Monday & Thursday Livestock Auctions

Specializing in dairy replacement & herd dispersals

802-388-2661, VT Toll Free 800-339-COWS or 802-989-1507
Rt. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740 • www.accscattle.com

ADDISON COUNTY
COMMISSION SALES

Sales Manager/Owner T.G. Wisnowski & Son

2001 Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, VT | www.blueledgefarm.com

Enjoy the Fair!
Find us in the Sheep & Goat tent

3 p.m.	�������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3 p.m.	�������������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
3:30 p.m.	��������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
4 p.m.	�������������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
5 p.m.	�������������� Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under (sign up 

at 4 p.m.)(show tent)
5:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30 p.m.	��������� Miniature Horse Team Hitching 

Demonstration (children’s barnyard 
area)

6 p.m.	�������������� Circus Adventure (show area)
6 p.m.	�������������� VTPA- Truck Division- Stock St. Legal, 

Mod St. Legal, Work Stock Diesel, 2.5 
Diesel, 2.6/3.0 Pro Diesel, 2WD Mini, 
VT V8 Minis (tractor pad)

7 p.m.	�������������� Armwrestling-Adults (weigh-ins 5 p.m.)
(show tent)

7 p.m.	�������������� Blues and Beyond Band (bandstand)
7 p.m.	�������������� NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & 

Limited Pro Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)

SATURDAY
Dairy Show, Pulling Competitions & Firworks!
Morning
9 a.m.	�������������� Open Dairy Show-Jersey, Brown Swiss 

& Guernsey
9:30 p.m.	��������� Draft Horse Show (horse area)
10 a.m.	������������ Wanda Goodyear Memorial Baked Bean 

Contest (picnic pavilion)
10 a.m.	������������ VTPA-Farmstock, Open 4WD, Hot 

Farm, Super stock 4x4, Altered Farm, 
Street Legal Semi, Single Engine Mod 
Pulls (tractor pad)

10 a.m. - Noon	Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 
area) - FREE

10:30 p.m.	������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 
equipment area)

10:30 p.m.	������� Youth Sheep Blocking and Fitting 
Contest (sheep tent)

Afternoon
Noon-6 p.m.	���� Northern Cairo Clowns (front of FFA 

food booth)
Noon	���������������� Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Noon	���������������� Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all 

day ride bracelets
Noon	���������������� Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 

FREE
Noon	���������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
12:30 p.m.	������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)
1 p.m.	�������������� Rack ‘N Reel’s Sling Shot Competition 

(sign up at noon) (Butterfield Arena)
1 p.m.	�������������� Six Horse Hitch, North American Classic 

Six Qualifier (horse area)
1 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 

show area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
1:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)
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Schedule of Events
1:30 p.m.	��������� Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-

Entertainment (Show Tent)
2:30 p.m.	��������� Turkey Calling Contest (Butterfeld 

Arena)
3 p.m.	�������������� 4H & Youth Poultry Show (Bandstand)
3 p.m.	�������������� Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� Antique Equipment Demos (antique 

equipment area)
3 p.m.	�������������� Sheep & Wool Garment Lead Line 

Class (sheep show tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� Sheep Shearing/Handling 

Demonstration (sheep tent)
3 p.m.	�������������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
3:30 p.m.	��������� Duck & Goose Calling Contest (sign up 

at 2:30)(Butterfeld Arena)
3:30 p.m.	��������� 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit 

building)
3:30 p.m.	��������� Circus Adventure (Show Tent)
3:30 p.m.	��������� Tom Joyce, The Magic Man 

(bandstand)
4 p.m.	�������������� 4H & Open Youth Rabbit Show (animal 

show arena)
5 p.m.	�������������� Home & Garden Awards & Leona 

Thompson Bowl Presentation (home & 
garden bldg)

5:30 p.m.	��������� “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
5:30 p.m.	��������� Miniature Horse Team Hitching 

Demonstration (children’s barnyard 
area)

6 p.m.	�������������� The Silver Circus Show (entertainment 
show area)

6 p.m.	�������������� VTPA-VT V8 Minis, Altered Farm, 
Street Legal Semis, S.S. 4x4 Pickups, 
Hot farm, Pro Stock, Single Engine Mod 
Pulls(tractor pad)

7 p.m.	�������������� Rust & Ruin (bandstand)
7 p.m.	�������������� Dance Party w/DJ Tony Lamoureux 

(Show Tent)
7 p.m.	�������������� NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & 

Limited Pro Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)
9:15 p.m.	��������� Farm Credit East Closing Fireworks 

Display (set of east of horse area)

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?   at your business?  
Call Us at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.Call Us at 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 50+ locations for your copy of Addison County’s 
award-winning community newspaper!

ADDISON:
West Addison General Store

BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount    
 Beverage
Champlain Farms
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Morningside Bakery
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
BRIDPORT:
Broughton’s Big Country 

Hardware
Pratt’s Store
BRISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount Beverage
Champlain Farms

Maplefields
Shaw’s
Walgreen’s

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Jiffy Mart
Maplefields
Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
LINCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addy Indy Office
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Hare and The Dog
Kinney Drugs
Maplefields

Middlebury Discount Beverage
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop
Otter Creek Bakery
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
Vermont’s Own
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
NEW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart
Village Green Market
N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:
Buxton’s Store
RIPTON:
Ripton Country Store

SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 (seasonal)
SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service Center
STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners Store
VERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Community Market
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefields Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
PAPERS ALSO
AVAILABLE AT:
Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

ADDISON  COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

Vol. 78   No. 5                  
                  

                  
         Middlebury, Vermont        Thursday, February 1, 2024        48 Pages                  

                  
                  

     $1.50       

(See By the way, Page 16A)

Index
Obituaries .................

.......6A-7A

Classifieds .................
.. 10B-11B

Service Directory ............8B-9B

Entertainment ..... Arts + Leisure

Community Calendar ............6B

Arts Calendar ..... Arts + Leisure

Sports .................
.............1B-5B

New new year

Celebrate Lunar New Year with a 

variety of activities and food from 

East Asia. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Mixed results

Both Tiger hockey teams posted 

a win, but also came up short in 

recent play. See Sports, Page 1B.

Healthcare

A local member of the Green 

Mountain Care Board reflects on 

Vt. hospitals. See Page 2A.

New comedy 

podcast tackles 

serious subjects

Interviewees talk farming, 

address global warming

On the ballot

Ferrisburgh has race;

city sees status quo

Bristol, Lincoln have 

newcomers on ballot

Nine running for 3 seats in Addison

Three to vie for 

two Midd seats

Selectboard opening draws interest

Look to fill school, selectboard seats State’s attorney cited for drunken driving

ACSD sets
budget ask 
at $50.6M
Reflects 6.5% bump, 

but big tax hikes loom

Farmers and

researchers 

mull climate 

change in Vt.

(See Podcast, Page 18A)

(See Vekos, Page 17A)

(See ACSD budget, Page 11A)

(See Farmers, Page 16A)

(See Newcomers, Page 17A)

(See Addison, Page 17A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 17A)

(See Middlebury, Page 11A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Bill Vitek and Doyle Dean 

know that talking about the climate crisis, social 

injustice and other pressing issues facing the world 

today can be challenging.

That’s why the pair has teamed up on a new 

podcast that uses comedy as a vehicle to start those 

conversations and make them more approachable. 

“It’s a little break from the tone, from the endless 

statistics and the endless blaming of another group 

that’s not you that’s causing all of the problems,” 

Vitek explained. “We spend so much time being on 

a side, being angry and blaming others. I feel that 

there’s another way to do it, or to be relieved from it 

for a little bit.” 

The show is called “Baby Carl’s Happy Apocalypse” 

and is a production of the New Perennials project at 

BABY CARL, VOICED by Doyle Dean, right, talks with Sister Gail Worcelo of the Green Mountain Monastery about her 

community’s efforts to care for the planet and its inhabitants. Worcelo is one of several Vermonters interviewed in the new 

Baby Carl’s Happy Apocalypse podcast, a production of the New Perennials Project at Middlebury College.  
Photo courtesy of Bill Vitek

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — On 

Town Meeting Day, voters in 

Bristol and Lincoln will weigh 

in on contested races for open 

seats on their respective town’s 

selectboard. 

5-town area school boards 

will also welcome new faces this 

spring. In Lincoln, two residents 

are running unopposed for two 

seats being vacated by incumbent 

school board directors. 

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District board will also see 

some turnover, as three longtime 

board members have decided 

to take a pass on reelection this 

March. A New Haven resident is 

running unopposed for her town’s 

open spot on the board, though two 

open seats in Bristol two open seats 

have yet to draw any candidates.   

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Barring 

stunning write-in results, the status 

quo will rule on the Vergennes City 

Council after Town Meeting Day, 

but the Ferrisburgh selectboard 

will have a new member after 

March 5 voting.

In Addison, three incumbents 

face challengers for their 

selectboard seats (See story on 

page 1A).
Meanwhile in Panton, only 

incumbent selectboard member 

Teresa Boucher is on the ballot. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON — Three incumbents 

on the Addison selectboard face 

challengers for their selectboard 

seats in Town Meeting Day voting.

One race on the March 5 ballot 

will offer five names to choose from.

Of the three multi-term 

selectboard incumbents running, 

Chairman Roger Waterman drew 

four opponents for a two-year term: 

retiree Elizabeth Armstrong, pig 

farmer and wood mill owner Ethan 

Gevry, Agency of Transportation 

worker Geoffrey Grant, and Michael 

Hollis, reportedly a former Apple 

employee.
Former board Chair Jeffrey 

Kauffman has one opponent for 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — 2023 

produced more than its fair share 

of weather-related challenges 

for Vermont farmers. Following 

summer floods and a damaging 

spring frost, growers around the 

state saw their crops devastated, 

feed stores depleted, and faced a 

variety of other obstacles posed by 

this year’s extreme weather. 

This past Thursday, two 

panel discussions hosted by 

the Champlain Valley Farmer 

Coalition (CVFC) focused in part 

on the effects of this past year’s 

severe weather and how to help 

In wake of the catastrophic 

severe weather and flooding in 

2023 that caused widespread 

damage along Vermont 

waterways, several business and 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

voters on March 5 will decide a 

three-person race for two seats on 

their selectboard, a contest that’ll 

involve an incumbent, a former 

selectman, and the community’s 

former longtime town planner.

It’ll be the only contested 

election on Middlebury’s 2024 

Town Meeting Day ballot, as other 

candidates are running unopposed 

for slots on the Addison Central 

School District (see story on Page 

15A) and Ilsley Public Library 

boards, and for town moderator 

and town clerk.

The three candidates for 

selectboard are, in alphabetical 

order, Fred Dunnington, Travis 

Forbes and Farhad Khan.

Each of the three men has plenty 

of knowledge about Middlebury’s 

inner workings.

Dunnington, a University of 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board has 

agreed to present voters with a 

fiscal year 2025 preK-12 budget of 

$50.6 million, representing a 6.5% 

increase in total spending. 

Given the implications of a new 

state funding law and common level 

of appraisal (CLA) adjustments, 

this level of spending could drive 

homestead education property tax 

rate increases of 13% to 27% in the 

ACSD’s seven member towns.

The ACSD delivers preK-

12 public education to around 

Piece by piece
MIDDLEBURY SELECTMAN ANDY Hooper, right, takes his civic duty seriously by chairing the 

team “The Missing Piece” at Ilsley Library’s Great Puzzle Challenge this past Saturday morning. 

His teammates are daughter Bea Hooper, an MUHS junior, and stepson Cullen Myers, a freshman 

at the high school. See more photos on Pages 4A and 12A. Independent photo/Steve James

By MIKE DONOGHUE

Vermont News First

BRIDPORT — Addison 

County’s top prosecutor was 

arrested for suspicion of driving 

while under the influence on 

Thursday, Jan. 25, after she 

showed up at the scene of a 

suspicious death in Bridport.

State police at the scene this 

past Thursday evening asked 

State’s Attorney Eva Vekos if she 

wanted to take a walk through 

the crime scene on Swinton Road 

where a 44-year-old man was 

found dead the previous day. State 

Police Crime Scene Search Team 

members were wrapping up their 

site work, and police normally 

ask the local prosecutor if they 

want to observe the scene in case 

there are decisions to be made, 

including criminal charges.

Vekos, 54, of Middlebury 

arrived about 8:50 p.m. Thursday, 

and troopers detected the odor of 

intoxicants and saw indicators 

of impairment such as slurred 

speech, Patrol Sgt. Eden Neary 

reported.
Vekos refused to undergo 

standardized field sobriety tests 

at the scene and troopers placed 

her under arrest for DUI – refusal, 

Neary said.

Troopers took Vekos to the 

state police barracks in New 

Haven, where she was processed 

and later released to a friend, 

police said. Police said they 

issued Vekos a citation ordering 

her to appear for arraignment in 

Vermont Superior Court, criminal 

THT will celebrate Lunar New 

Year, honored by a billion-plus 

worldwide. See Arts + Leisure.

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — If you 
find yourself on Middlebury’s 
Seminary Street, you can’t help but 
see a big yellow farmhouse shining 
like a beacon.You can’t miss it, and its 

inhabitants don’t want you to.It’s simply called the “Yellow 
House Community,” but its mission 
is important and far from simple: 
To provide adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 

with safe, residential family 
households, meaningful vocation 
and the support to continue 
developing skills, interests and 
relationships.The Yellow House Community, 

or YHC for short, enters its fourth 
year with five residents — referred 
to as “friends” — with plans to 
add to their ranks. Growth is being 
made possible through the recent 
renovation of an onsite carriage 
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Beauty + heartAn Orwell woman uses her title 
as Miss VT Earth to empower 
children. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

VUHS sweepsA huge quarter propelled the 
Commodores to a second winter 
win over MUHS. See Page 1B.

Valentine’s
See ‘What is Love’ photo contest 
winners and other Valentine’s 
Day sentiments, Pages 12A-15A.

Tower of ice grows in Panton..But why?

River Watch will plant to boost stream health Seedlings added to ground in spring

Quilts soothe children dealing with trauma

Locals put craft skills to good use

‘Yellow House’ develops strong culture of caring Program helps adults with disabilities

Two seek open seat on Ferrisburgh board

Prof. Dickerson creates stories inside & outside the classroom

Prosecutor under fire for email to cops

(See Yellow House, Page 11A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 12A)

(See Quilts, Page 19A)

(See Vekos email, Page 16A)

(See Dickerson, Page 16A)

By ANDY KIRKALDYPANTON — Back in the 
pandemic winter of 2020-2021 
Panton’s David Clevenstine 
was looking to cool off from a 
case of cabin fever — not the 
COVID kind, but the variety 
resulting from being cooped up 
too long. 

That’s when the electrical 
engineer, an employee at 
Collins Aerospace in Vergennes 
since 2016, remembered a 
story a former boss had told 
him a couple decades before, 
back when he was working a 

DAVID CLEVENSTINE MOVES the tripod, which he calls his “giraffe,” into place next to the ice tower 

in his Panton front yard. The giraffe, which can be extended to 20 feet tall, holds a hose with a spray 

nozzle that he has used to create a frozen pillar three of the past four winters.
Independent photo/Steve James

(See Ice tower, Page 20A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — In traditional 
Zen, a newly minted monastic 
follower or a priest must sew their 
own robes by hand, noted Joshin 
Byrnes, a Zen priest and teacher at 
Cornwall’s Bread Loaf Mountain 
Zen Community.“It’s thousands of stitches,” said 

Byrnes, who’s been through the 
painstaking process himself.In ancient times, these robes 

were essentially a patchwork of 
discarded pieces of cloth retrieved 
from waste heaps, having been 
burned by fire, chewed by oxen, 
gnawed by mice, or even worn by 
the dead.

“We maintain something of 
that in our own practice,” Byrnes 
said of his Zen community. “We 
collect cloth that’s been discarded 
or given to us by others, and we 
sew them together into our temple 
robes.”

A UKRAINIAN INFANT enjoys a quilt generated by volunteers involved in the Peacemaker Quilt Project. 

The project provides homemade quilts to children going through difficult times, ranging from war to 

foster care.

Photo courtesy of Joshin Byrnes

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison 
County State’s Attorney Eva 
Vekos — who on Jan. 25 was cited 
for suspicion of driving under the 
influence — once again found 
herself in the spotlight last week, 

By MARIN HOWELL BRISTOL — There aren’t a lot 
of similarities between Matthew 
Dickerson’s work as a computer 
science professor at Middlebury 
College and his literary endeavors 
as a published author. Though, the Bristol resident 

Please be advised that Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice 
reports that people in the 
community are receiving calls 
with their agency’s telephone 
numbers displayed on caller ID. 
The caller is falsely informing 

(See Rivers, Page 13A)

By ANDY KIRKALDYFERRISBURGH — The 
decision of longtime Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Member Red Muir not 
to seek re-election this March has 
resulted in a two-person contest for 
his seat that’s the only matchup on 
Ferrisburgh’s Town Meeting Day 
ballot. 

Seeking to replace Muir are 
Susan Oliveira, a veteran guidance 
counselor at Vergennes Union High 

School, and Stephen Fleming, 
a longtime former member and 
past president of the Vergennes 
Area Rescue Squad who’s a 
retired four-decade employee of 
several aerospace firms that have 
done business on Panton Road 
in Vergennes, now called Collins 
Aerospace. The Independent posed 

a series of prompts to each 

By MARIN HOWELL A D D I S O N COUNTY — After measuring and reporting on the health of local rivers, the Addison County River Watch Collaborative this spring and summer plans to expand its work beyond water sampling. The collaborative will tackle some of the water quality concerns reflected in their monitoring results by planting trees and other 
vegetation along local rivers. “We’ve been monitoring rivers 

in the county for over 25 years, and it’s a really great pool of data and it tells us a lot about where issues might be and where more work needs to be done,” said Matt Witten, director of the collaborative. “We started feeling like ‘OK, we know where the problems are, can we start to do more about it.’”
To compile 2023’s data, an estimated 40 volunteers collected samples 

from eight county rivers. Witten 
said this year’s results included 

“We’ve been seeing chloride levels that stay high in June, July and August, so that means that groundwater and/or the soil is retaining it. There’s so much salt in the system that it’s just retaining it.”— Matt Whitten

Woot! Woot!THE TRADITION OF Middlebury College February graduates skiing at the Snow Bowl in caps and gowns returned this weekend after 

a three-year hiatus. Cornwall native Faith Isham shows her pride in the Class of 2023.5 by giving a cheer as she ascends the mountain 

on Saturday with many of her classmates. She descended the ski slope elegantly on a snowboard with cap in hand. See more photos 

on Pages 4A and 10A.

Independent photo/Steven James
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New new year
Celebrate Lunar New Year with a 

variety of activities and food from 

East Asia. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Mixed results
Both Tiger hockey teams posted 

a win, but also came up short in 

recent play. See Sports, Page 1B.

Healthcare
A local member of the Green 

Mountain Care Board reflects on 

Vt. hospitals. See Page 2A.

New comedy 
podcast tackles 
serious subjects
Interviewees talk farming, 

address global warming

On the ballot

Ferrisburgh has race;

city sees status quo

Bristol, Lincoln have 

newcomers on ballot

Nine running for 3 seats in Addison

Three to vie for 
two Midd seats

Selectboard opening draws interest

Look to fill school, selectboard seats State’s attorney cited for drunken driving

ACSD sets
budget ask 
at $50.6M
Reflects 6.5% bump, 
but big tax hikes loom

Farmers and
researchers 
mull climate 
change in Vt.

(See Podcast, Page 18A)

(See Vekos, Page 17A)

(See ACSD budget, Page 11A)

(See Farmers, Page 16A)

(See Newcomers, Page 17A)

(See Addison, Page 17A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 17A)

(See Middlebury, Page 11A)

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — Bill Vitek and Doyle Dean 

know that talking about the climate crisis, social 

injustice and other pressing issues facing the world 

today can be challenging.

That’s why the pair has teamed up on a new 

podcast that uses comedy as a vehicle to start those 

conversations and make them more approachable. 

“It’s a little break from the tone, from the endless 

statistics and the endless blaming of another group 

that’s not you that’s causing all of the problems,” 

Vitek explained. “We spend so much time being on 

a side, being angry and blaming others. I feel that 

there’s another way to do it, or to be relieved from it 

for a little bit.” 
The show is called “Baby Carl’s Happy Apocalypse” 

and is a production of the New Perennials project at 

BABY CARL, VOICED by Doyle Dean, right, talks with Sister Gail Worcelo of the Green Mountain Monastery about her 

community’s efforts to care for the planet and its inhabitants. Worcelo is one of several Vermonters interviewed in the new 

Baby Carl’s Happy Apocalypse podcast, a production of the New Perennials Project at Middlebury College.  
Photo courtesy of Bill Vitek

By MARIN HOWELL 

ADDISON COUNTY — On 

Town Meeting Day, voters in 

Bristol and Lincoln will weigh 

in on contested races for open 

seats on their respective town’s 

selectboard. 
5-town area school boards 

will also welcome new faces this 

spring. In Lincoln, two residents 

are running unopposed for two 

seats being vacated by incumbent 

school board directors. 

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District board will also see 

some turnover, as three longtime 

board members have decided 

to take a pass on reelection this 

March. A New Haven resident is 

running unopposed for her town’s 

open spot on the board, though two 

open seats in Bristol two open seats 

have yet to draw any candidates.   

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Barring 

stunning write-in results, the status 

quo will rule on the Vergennes City 

Council after Town Meeting Day, 

but the Ferrisburgh selectboard 

will have a new member after 

March 5 voting.

In Addison, three incumbents 

face challengers for their 

selectboard seats (See story on 

page 1A).
Meanwhile in Panton, only 

incumbent selectboard member 

Teresa Boucher is on the ballot. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON — Three incumbents 

on the Addison selectboard face 

challengers for their selectboard 

seats in Town Meeting Day voting.

One race on the March 5 ballot 

will offer five names to choose from.

Of the three multi-term 

selectboard incumbents running, 

Chairman Roger Waterman drew 

four opponents for a two-year term: 

retiree Elizabeth Armstrong, pig 

farmer and wood mill owner Ethan 

Gevry, Agency of Transportation 

worker Geoffrey Grant, and Michael 

Hollis, reportedly a former Apple 

employee.
Former board Chair Jeffrey 

Kauffman has one opponent for 

By MARIN HOWELL 

MIDDLEBURY — 2023 

produced more than its fair share 

of weather-related challenges 

for Vermont farmers. Following 

summer floods and a damaging 

spring frost, growers around the 

state saw their crops devastated, 

feed stores depleted, and faced a 

variety of other obstacles posed by 

this year’s extreme weather. 

This past Thursday, two 

panel discussions hosted by 

the Champlain Valley Farmer 

Coalition (CVFC) focused in part 

on the effects of this past year’s 

severe weather and how to help 

In wake of the catastrophic 

severe weather and flooding in 

2023 that caused widespread 

damage along Vermont 

waterways, several business and 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

voters on March 5 will decide a 

three-person race for two seats on 

their selectboard, a contest that’ll 

involve an incumbent, a former 

selectman, and the community’s 

former longtime town planner.

It’ll be the only contested 

election on Middlebury’s 2024 

Town Meeting Day ballot, as other 

candidates are running unopposed 

for slots on the Addison Central 

School District (see story on Page 

15A) and Ilsley Public Library 

boards, and for town moderator 

and town clerk.
The three candidates for 

selectboard are, in alphabetical 

order, Fred Dunnington, Travis 

Forbes and Farhad Khan.

Each of the three men has plenty 

of knowledge about Middlebury’s 

inner workings.
Dunnington, a University of 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board has 

agreed to present voters with a 

fiscal year 2025 preK-12 budget of 

$50.6 million, representing a 6.5% 

increase in total spending. 

Given the implications of a new 

state funding law and common level 

of appraisal (CLA) adjustments, 

this level of spending could drive 

homestead education property tax 

rate increases of 13% to 27% in the 

ACSD’s seven member towns.

The ACSD delivers preK-

12 public education to around 

Piece by piece
MIDDLEBURY SELECTMAN ANDY Hooper, right, takes his civic duty seriously by chairing the 

team “The Missing Piece” at Ilsley Library’s Great Puzzle Challenge this past Saturday morning. 

His teammates are daughter Bea Hooper, an MUHS junior, and stepson Cullen Myers, a freshman 

at the high school. See more photos on Pages 4A and 12A. Independent photo/Steve James

By MIKE DONOGHUE

Vermont News First

BRIDPORT — Addison 

County’s top prosecutor was 

arrested for suspicion of driving 

while under the influence on 

Thursday, Jan. 25, after she 

showed up at the scene of a 

suspicious death in Bridport.

State police at the scene this 

past Thursday evening asked 

State’s Attorney Eva Vekos if she 

wanted to take a walk through 

the crime scene on Swinton Road 

where a 44-year-old man was 

found dead the previous day. State 

Police Crime Scene Search Team 

members were wrapping up their 

site work, and police normally 

ask the local prosecutor if they 

want to observe the scene in case 

there are decisions to be made, 

including criminal charges.

Vekos, 54, of Middlebury 

arrived about 8:50 p.m. Thursday, 

and troopers detected the odor of 

intoxicants and saw indicators 

of impairment such as slurred 

speech, Patrol Sgt. Eden Neary 

reported.
Vekos refused to undergo 

standardized field sobriety tests 

at the scene and troopers placed 

her under arrest for DUI – refusal, 

Neary said.
Troopers took Vekos to the 

state police barracks in New 

Haven, where she was processed 

and later released to a friend, 

police said. Police said they 

issued Vekos a citation ordering 

her to appear for arraignment in 

Vermont Superior Court, criminal 

THT will celebrate Lunar New 

Year, honored by a billion-plus 

worldwide. See Arts + Leisure.
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HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO • FARM
Middlebury, Vermont • 802-388-7917 • co-opinsurance.com • 

MEMBER OWNED. MEMBER COMMITTED.

Be a MEMBER, not just a NUMBER.
Insuring you and your neighbor. 
At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. Since 1915, we’ve been providing protection 
for individuals, farms, and businesses with a large network of local agents, fast and fair claims service, 
loss prevention expertise, and affordable rates. At the Co-op, you’re a member, not just a number. 

Proud Supporter of 
Addison County Fair 

and Field Days! 
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NEWBIE TRAINS TO DO THE 
OPPOSITE OF WHAT SHE 
WOULD DO ON THE ROAD

By SOPHIA AFSAR-KESHMIRI
After motor enthusiasts waited 

an extra day for the popular G. 
Stone Motors Demolition Derby 
at the 2023 Field Days, which 
was postponed a day due to rain, 
Moriah Sullivan Hebert opened 
the event by singing the National 
Anthem for the fifth year.

Unlike the previous four times, 
after she hit her last note, the 
23-year-old scurried down the 
steep stairs from the announcer’s 
box, through the spectator stands, 
across the muddy grounds and 
hopped into a rare spot of bright 
pink in a row of automotive lem-
ons adorned with less eccentric 
hues. 

Then she competed in the 

first heat. 
Hebert Sullivan and the other 

drivers ran in a 2023 demo derby 
that may have appeared violent, 
but was no exception to the fami-
ly-friendly spirit Addison County 
Fair and Field Days is known for. 
In the moments leading up to the 
first round of smashing, crashing, 
chasing and clanging, love per-
vaded the pit. 

Friends chatted and brothers 
joked. While Hebert Sullivan 
was getting ready to sing, her 
husband, Tyler Hebert, 26, was 
enjoying some pre-competition 
camaraderie. 

Hebert Sullivan’s pink car, 
which had “Flower Power,” 
scrawled on its side, sported a 
drawing of its namesake attached 
to the roof. 

Meanwhile, although this was 
Hebert Sullivan’s debut derby, it 

wasn’t her car’s: It had run in a 
previous demolition derby.

Getting ready for this new 
driving experience was easy for 
novice demo derby competitor. 
She said her derby prep included 
“thinking to myself do the oppo-
site of what you ever want to do 
on the road.”

Although she was knocked out 
early in the first heat, her car, so 
smashed that it looked like the 
back half had been removed, 
never lost its rooftop decoration, 
which poked through the cloud of 
dust stirred up by her fellow par-
ticipants.

Sullivan Hebert summed up her 
inaugural ride: 

“Love the experience, a little 
sad at myself because I felt like I 
should have been in there longer. 
I had a lot more to give, but my 
car didn’t. 

Then she echoed the words of 
many demo derby drivers:

“But next year, I feel like I’ll be 
back and better than ever.” 

Actually, when she laid eyes 

on what would become her first 
demo derby car, Sullivan Hebert 
was not so enthusiastic, according 
to her husband.

“That car came about, and she 
was mad at me for buying more 
cars,” Hebert said. “And I some-
how talked her into running it, and 
she loved it. She wants more.” 

Now she’s hooked, he said.
“She wants to get another car 

for next year. So that’s a win,”  
Hebert said.

And that wasn’t Hebert’s only 
success of the night; he placed 
second in the 6-cylinder feature. 

While it was his wife’s debut 
derby, Hebert’s came when he 
was only 16; the minimum age to 
participate. 

“This is definitely one of the 
things he’s passionate about,” He-
bert Sullivan said of her husband.  

When asked what he enjoys 
about the event, Hebert said, “The 
adrenaline … that’s the majority 
of it.” 

Friends & family crash together at the Demo Derby

MORIAH SULLIVAN HEBERT and husband Tyler Hebert support 
each other after Sullivan Hebert’s first run in the Field Days Demo-
lition Derby this past August. Sullivan Hebert’s Flower Power car 
was knocked out in the first heat, but Hebert raced to second place 
in the 6-cylinder feature. 

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

CODY CURTIS OF Vergennes was back at the Field Days 
Demolition Derby last year to compete for a second time. Curtis 
first decided to participate in 2022 after being diagnosed with 
brain cancer two years ago. Before last year’s contest he said, “I’m 
gonna give it all. I’m gonna try to bring a trophy.” Then, just a day 
before his 33rd birthday, Curtis won his heat in the derby, with “my 
frog (decoration) in my passenger seat.” 

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri
Continued on next page
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“And, however, watching ev-
erybody come around, helping 
everybody else out,” he added. 

The couple, who live in Bristol 
and recently used the fairgrounds 
for a second celebration of their 
union, wasn’t the only family 
competing. 

Brothers Caleb and Isaac Whit-
ney from Brandon, who are 18 
and 16 years old, respectively, 
both had cars in the pit, along 
with five other family members: 
two other brothers, their cousin 
and their aunt. 

It was Isaac’s first time compet-
ing.  

“We’ve watched it our entire 
lives,” said Caleb, who signed up 
for the first time last year. 

It was Caleb’s older brother 
Greg who cost him first place in 
his first derby: “Lost to my older 
brother, who got first all because 
my car caught on fire.”

“We brought 11 cars to the 
demo,” according to their aunt 
Marci Whitney, 42, of Cornwall, 
who also competed for the first 
time this year.

“Figuring one of us should 
at least be able to place,” Caleb 

quipped. 
His prediction came true. His 

uncle, Marci’s husband Timothy 
Whitney Sr., and their son, Timo-
thy Whitney Jr., both placed; they 
drove to second in the mini-van 
feature and first in the 6-cylinder 
feature, respectively. 

Tim Sr.  inspired Marci to give 
the derby a try as a driver. 

“I have watched my husband 
Demo for over 20 years,” she ex-
plained when asked what made 
her decide to compete. 

However, the 2023 derby 
marked both her debut in and re-
tirement from the sport. She says 
she will not drive again. 

“I didn’t finish great but I ac-
complished what I went for. I hit 
hard, and I can check it off my 
bucket list,” she said. “The fam-
ily is what makes it so much fun. 
We are very close family, and this 
gives us another reason to get to-
gether.”]

In 2024 the G. Stone Motors 
Demo Derby has been expanded 
to run three evenings! Look for 
it on the Tractor Pad at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day.

THE WHITNEY FAMILY made a big dent at last year’s Field Days 
Demolition Derby with seven members rumbling through the com-
petitions. Timothy Whitney Jr. won the 6-cylinder feature and his 
dad, Timothy Sr., was second in the minivan bout. Shown from 
left, the Whitneys are Daniel, Timothy Jr., Timothy Sr., Marci, Greg, 
Isaac and Caleb.

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

The 2024 Garden 
Game Is Here!

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present 
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in 

each of the fruit and veggie categories below:
Asparagus (length x circumference) 
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens (length x                 

width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x                        

circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)
Melon (circumference)

Onion (circumference)
Parsnip (circumference)
Pepper (circumference x                            

circumference)
Potato (length x circumference)
Pumpkin (circumference x                          

circumference)
Radish (circumference)
Rhubarb (length)
Rutabaga (circumference)
Summer Squash (length x                        

circumference)
Sunflower (diameter)
Tomato (circumference)
Turnip (circumference)
Winter Squash (length x circumference)
Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game? 
Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple 

Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will 
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One 
prize per person. Winners will be announced after the first local frost. 

Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
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Flat of 20 Super Jumbo  $6.75
18 Pack Large  ................. $4.75
Pullets flat of 30 ............. $2.25
Jumbo dozen .................... $3.75
Cage Free XL dozen ........ $3.75 
X-Large dozen .................. $3.50 
Large dozen ...................... $3.25 
Medium dozen ................. $2.25

All Natural Cage-Free Eggs Available

PLUS!  Milk, 
Cheese, 

Butter,  OJ, 
Maple Syrup 

& More!

Cage Free Large dozen .. $3.50
Our famous 
Hairline Crax ................. $1.50

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

Maple Meadow FarmMaple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com802-352-4241 • www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  • (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)

Meet VGS’s 
Heat Pump Trio

Duct-Ed or Duct-Less; we have it all!
Now you can heat and cool your home, 

or heat your hot water with lease and 
purchase options from VGS.

By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD
Amidst all of the excitement 

of the annual Addison County 
Fair and Field Days, the Paquette 
Building hosts a variety of differ-
ent local Vermont organizations 
and businesses.

Though firearms are not physi-
cally allowed into the fair, during 
Field Days last summer groups 
were allowed to hold gun raffles 
open to everyone in attendance. 
Two groups in particular hosted 
in the building held such gun raf-
fles: the Vermont Traditions Co-
alition (VTC) and the Vermont 
Trappers Association (VTA). 

VTC had three gun raffles go-
ing and one large raffle selling 
at $100 a ticket for an ATV. The 
gun raffle was open to anyone 
at the fair who was interested 
and eligible to own a gun. They 
didn’t verify eligibility or run a 
background check themselves as 
they sold each ticket. According 

to VTC Treasurer Michael Bard, 
“When they win the raffle, the 
transfer will go directly through 
a firearms dealer, and they do all 
the background checks.” 

The Vermont Traditions Coali-
tion is primarily a volunteer coali-
tion made up of different Vermont 
organizations that align with each 
other’s goals. As their website 
states they’re a group “working 
to protect their cultural heritage.” 

“We work in the legisla-
tive and regulatory processes,” 
Mike Covey, the group’s execu-
tive director, said, “advocating 
for hunting, fishing, trapping, 
snowmobiling, forestry, public 
land access, public land manage-
ment. All the things that kind of 
connect Vermonters to the land-
scape.” 

VTC Treasurer Bard explained 
that the organization’s goals at 
the fair were to fundraise and 
also to let people know what 

they’re about. For Bard, the abil-
ity to talk with people at Field 
Days was the most significant 
incentive for being there. 

“If we didn’t sell a single raffle 
ticket but we spoke to a lot of 
people, we’d have done a good 
job,” he said.

VERMONT TRADITIONS COALITION Treasurer Mike Bard, left, 
and Executive Director Mike Covey were happy to talk to folks at 
Field Days about their organization, but they also were raffling off 
guns to get people to stop at their booth.

Independent file photo/Steve James

Firearm raffles allowed
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GENEROSITY

Set up your regular donation and help  
sustain & grow award-winning local 

journalism in our community.

THANK YOU! GIVE
YEARLY

GIVE 
WEEKLY

GIVE 
MONTHLY

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/ALL-STARS

IT’S TIME TO SOW
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By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD
Each year, families flood into 

the show tent at the Addison 
County Fair and Field Days, and 
sit on the edge of their seats in 
anticipation of the beloved enter-
tainer known as Pirate Man Dan.

Pirate Man Dan (offstage he’s 
called Daniel Jolley) has been 
performing at the New Haven 
fairgrounds for almost a decade. 
He began his first show of last 
year’s fair on Tuesday, with a 
question for the audience: 

“Who here’s seen my show be-
fore?”

Every hand in the tent shot 
straight into the air, to which he 
remarked that this was the only 
place where everyone’s seen it 
before. 

Elizabeth Curran from Whiting 
attended the show with her hus-
band, son and visiting grandchil-
dren. Curran and her family have 
been attending the pirate’s shows 
for years. 

“We really enjoy his perfor-
mance, we come to every one,” 
she said. “We really like how 
much he interacts with the au-
dience. We truly go to every 
show…. There are 10 of them this 
week, we’ll be at all of them.”

Jolley’s family-friendly perfor-
mance mixes comedy with thrill, 
keeping audiences coming back 
for more. 

Before he was Pirate Man Dan, 
Jolley was a professional clown. 

“My parents were professional 
part-time clowns,” he told the Ad-
dison Independent. “I was home-
schooled. A lot of kids learned 
sports and they got really good at 
basketball or whatever. And I got 
good at unicycling, twisting bal-
loons and juggling, and I just kind 
of grew up with it.”

He’s been performing profes-
sionally at fairs all over the North-
east and the South for a dozen 
years now. It was in 2016 that he 
made the switch to his Pirate Man 
Dan persona. 

“I was looking to build a mo-
bile platform that I could do 
shows off of,” he said. “And the 
only thing I could think of that 
was flat at its base was a boat. 
And I literally built the entire 
character off of that. At the same 
time, the clown scare happened 
and I had this in the works. That 
year I had 21 fairs and the next 
year I had 23 fairs and 21 of them 
went with the pirate.”	

Though he performs in many 

fairs across the country, Addison 
County Field Days feels particu-
larly special for Jolley having 
grown up in Groton, Vt., himself. 

“This fair was the fair my par-
ents took me to growing up,” he 
said. “I’m probably in the top 20 
of performers countrywide in the 
fair industry. That all basically 
started with this little Vermont 
boy because of this fair.”

He explained that the Addison 
County Fair and Field Days is 
one of the few places he doesn’t 
need large backdrops and signs 
to pull people in. He knows that 
here, perhaps because it’s where 
he’s grown up, that folks get his 
humor and will always fill the 
tent.

“Performing here feels like this 
is where my roots came from.”

Arrrgh you ready for Pirate Man Dan?

Fancy fried foods featured at Field Days

PIRATE MAN DAN, a.k.a. Dan Jolley, rides his unicycle at a Field 
Days show in 2023, getting the crowd energized as he’s about to 
create a balloon animal behind his back.

Independent file photo/Steve James

By SOPHIA  
AFSAR-KESHMIRI

Tammy Shattuck, 50, intro-
duced Field Days fairgoers to her 
fried pies at her treat’s debut event 
in 2023. 

The Rutland County resident 
transformed this classic fork-and-
knife-dessert into a mobile hand-
held, with all of the wonderful pie 
parts intact, but contained within 
a more petite semicircle pie-crust 
package. 

It was perfect for strolling the 
muddier-than-usual fairgrounds, 

peering over fences at animals or 
watching the demolition derby. 

Shattuck’s mobile alternative 
for a sweet fair snack beats the 
classic and challenging-to-eat 
fried dough in the convenience 
category. After receiving the treat 
in its parchment paper sleeve, 
I was thankful I wasn’t experi-
menting with tactics to eat the 
sweet and sugary circle pizza 
sans slices. I watched one fairgoer 
employ the “hold-the-parallel-
plate-edges-and-nibble-the-front” 
technique, only to eventually be 

forced to slide the snack forward.    
Shattuck was inspired to sell 

these handheld fried halfmoons, 
filled with your choice of apple, 
caramel apple, cherry, strawberry 
rhubarb, apricot raspberry, black-
berry, blueberry, raspberry or 
peach, after her brother revealed 
the pie-cooking tactic he saw, 
“they did out west,” she said.  

Shattuck assured a tentative 
customer that they are “absolute-
ly” tastier than your average pie. 

On the first day of Field Days 
in 2023, which was kind of rainy 

(what a surprise), she wasn’t sure 
if she’d be taking her stand to any 
more events. But by the following 
evening, about midway through 
the G. Stone Motors Demolition 
Derby, business was booming and 
it was looking like her fried pies 
have a bright future at other fairs. 

Amongst the food booths an-
other featured fried snack was 
also inspired by the west. 

Cassandra Wagner, 28, from 
Richmond, was selling fried 

See Foods on page 25
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2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734
802-758-6888

www.valleywidevets.com

Good Luck to all Participants!
David Rockwell DVM, Elizabeth Martens DVM, 
Stephanie Bandoski DVM, Emma Cijka, DVM

Office: Krystal Ingwersen 

Providing medical and 
surgical services to food 
animals in Addison and 

northern Rutland Counties 
since 1995.

(Continued from, Page 24)
FoodsArt exhibits showcase innovation

By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD
The Home and Garden Build-

ing on the Addison County fair-
grounds exhibited 203 pieces of 
art submitted by folks from “all 
around the county and beyond” 
during Field Days last year, as 
Handicrafts Superintendent Lee 
Greenwalt describes it.

Each year, the day before the 
fair opens, a contest is hosted in 
which exhibitors can come with 
their handicrafts, which are then 
judged and may be selected for a 
wide array of ribbons and prizes. 
Then, the exhibits are displayed 
for Field Days fairgoers to ob-
serve and enjoy. 

In 2023 the fair accepted en-
tries from 69 exhibitors, 19 of 
them being youth exhibitors 
(ages 5-18) and four being golden 
years exhibitors (age 80+). 

“The most interesting thing for 
me,” Greenwalt said, “is seeing 
how innovative people are. Peo-
ple have just wild ideas and new 
crafts. Every year I see something 
new here. People put their heart 
and soul into it and they love get-
ting their ribbons and prizes.”

Last year you could swing by 
the Home and Garden Building 
to see a wide variety of eclec-
tic crafts, from hexagonal hats, 
to bouquets made of buttons, to 
elaborate dollhouses and more. 
There will surely be an eclectic 
collection of fantastic crafts this 
year, too — go check ’em out!

Every year, the Home and 
Garden Departments at Addison 
County Fair and Field Days host 
amateur competitions in five ar-
eas in the Frances Monroe Build-
ing. The competition in 2023 had 
more entries in almost every de-
partment than it has had for years. 
The Monroe Building was filled 
with many beautiful exhibits. 

In addition to prizes offered by 
local businesses and individuals, 
two special awards are granted 
annually. Since 1974, the best 
all-around adult participant in the 
Foods and Handicrafts Depart-
ments is awarded with the Leona 

Thompson Award, named for 
long-time Extension Agent Leo-
na Thompson. Last year’s winner 
was Mary Howard. 

Starting in 2012, the Home 
and Garden Departments began 
honoring former Director Fran-
ces Monroe with an award in her 
name for a youth 18 and under 
who has submitted outstanding 
entries in at least two depart-
ments. The 2023 winner was 
Normandie Cesario.

Congratulations to these two 
talented people. 

Who will win in 2024?

HANDCRAFTS SUPERINTENDENT LEE Greenwalt describes 
some of the Addison County-made art on display in the Home and 
Garden Building on the fairgrounds during the 2023 Field Days.

Independent file photo/Amelia Seepersaud 

cheese curds with just one more 
Field Days under her belt than 
Shattuck. She sells at Vermont 
events similar to Field Days. 

“I’m from Wisconsin original-
ly. And so (fried cheese curds) 
was a huge part of my child-
hood,” Wagner said. 

At Wagner’s stand, a rectan-
gular chalkboard adorning her 
businesses name, The Curdeous 
Cow, listed the various dipping 
sauces she offered: marinara, 
maple syrup, homemade ranch, 
homemade spicy ranch or home-
made creamy horseradish. 

She said kids usually opt for 
the maple syrup option. 

These beer-battered fried nug-
gets have their origins at Rodg-
ers Farmstead in Berlin. Wagner 
noted that this was where she 
sources her curds, and wanted 
to ensure that their origins got a 
shoutout. 

TAMMY SHATTUCK, LEFT, 
and her assistant, Jennafyr, are 
ready to hand out more fried 
food at their booth on the first 
day of Field Days in 2023. 

Independent photo/ 
Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

802-388-8999 • John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service • Data Cabling 
Wireless • Fiber Optics • Security Surveillance Systems

Serving the Addison County Business Community

Visit our new website! bts-vt.com
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FIELD DAYSENTERTAINMENT
Strolling among the exhibits, checking out a ride in the midway, 

eating lots of “good” food — all that is standard fair fare. One thing 
that is always fresh is the live entertainment at Field Day, and the 
2024 edition of the country fair will have a lot of live acts. Some of 
them are old favorites, but there is plenty that is new, as well.

One new act that you should make time to see is the Silver Circus, 
staring variety artist Andrew Silver. The act features a unique blend 
of magic, juggling and physical comedy. You’ll be delighted by his 
humorous, high-spirited showmanship, mystified by his astonishing 
magic, and his dexterity is guaranteed to take your breath away. He’s 
doing 11 shows during the week, including juggling, clowning and 
magic workshops on three afternoons. Check out the schedule for 
the performances in the entertainment show area.

On the musical front, Field Days will feature six local bands, and 
three of those are new to the fair.

The first of the newbies is Third Shift, which will play on 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the Bandstand. This five-piece dance 
band from South Burlington features the dynamic vocals of Colleen 
McLaughlin and a range of styles from jazz and contemporary pop 
to classic rock, soul, and R&B.

You’ll enjoy another band new to Field Days if you go to Band-
stand on Friday at 7 p.m. when Blues and Beyond takes the stage. 
Led by Danny Roda in South Royalton, Blues and Beyond brings 
positive energy and great songs to the stage, infusing blues, jazz, 
soul, and dance rock favorites.

If you like acoustic, American and country rock, then go see the 
third new band — Rust & Rain — on Friday at 7 p.m. at the Band-
stand. This band is husband and wife, Josh and Beth Adams, with 
bassist Tom MacMillan, and they feature amazing vocal harmonies 

and fancy fretwork.  This 
trio hails from Chester in 
Central Vermont.

If that’s not your kind of 
thing, at the same time on 
Friday in the Show Tent 
you can go hear DJ Tony 
Lamoureux do his Dance 
Party. He will take musical 
requests from fairgoers.

Not new to Field Days, 
but singer Lori Towle will 
return to the Bandstand on 
Tuesday night at 7 p.m. with 
the band Sanctuary. Look 
and listen for rock from the 
’80s and more danceable 
covers from Towle, Tom 
Lawson, Justin Brault, John 
Wallace and Jerry Cloutier.

Two other familiar bands 
you can enjoy again are 

Nickel & Dime (an Addison County dance cover band featuring 
your favorite songs from the ’70s and beyond) at 7 p.m. on Thursday 
at the Bandstand and Rehab Roadhouse (a four-piece ensemble that 
specializes in the intersect between B-side ’70s classic blues and 
more modern jam) the same night at 8 p.m. at the Show Tent.

But entertainment at Field Days goes way beyond musical per-
formances.

Just about everywhere you turn there will be some sort of enter-
tainment act going on.

Here are some special things to look for:
•	 The Field Days Opening Parade steps off from near the tractor 

FEATURING
ANDREW SILVER OF THE SILVER CIRCUS

THIRD SHIFT

TOM JOYCE, THE MAGIC MAN

SANCTUARY

RUST & RAIN

PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

SKILLET TOSS

PIRATE MAN DAN

SKILLET TOSS

PEDAL TRACTOR (See Entertainment on page 28)
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pad at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. This year’s theme sounds fun; it’s “Ad-
dison in Wonderland.” All entrants are asked to assemble 45 minutes 
before the parade start time on the east side of the tractor pad on the 
road to the north of the parking area. There will be prizes for the 
winning entries. Contact Benj Deppman at 724-1381or any Field 
Days director if you plan to participate.

•	 Head to the Show Tent on Wednesday at 7 p.m. when Addison 
County DJ Amanda Rock will lead the ever-popular Karaoke Tal-
ent Night. Amanda will help get the energy flowing so you all can 
let your inner performer come out on stage. Sign up for a spot in the 
show beginning at 6:30 p.m. You will probably find a few diamonds 
in the rough among your Addison County neighbors when it comes 
to singing. 

• If you like the thrill of motorsport competition there will be more 
of it for you this year as the G. Stone Demolition Derby is expanding 
from two days to three. Look for it at the Tractor pad on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.

But not everything is new. On Thursday at 11 a.m. head to the 
Show Tent, where girls and boys ages 4-10 will compete in the Ped-
al Tractor Pull. This is the youngsters’ version of the real thing. 
Come on down and watch the fun and cheer for your favorite puller. 

TOM JOYCE THE MAGIC MAN

THIRD SHIFT
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Pulling tractor and sled is provided by Field Days. Sign-ups start at 
10.

Another old favorite comes along at 9:15 p.m. on Saturday eve-
ning when Field Days entertainment draws to a close with a classic 
— the Champlain Valley Equipment Closing Fireworks Display, 
which will be set off east of the horse area but viewable throughout 
the grounds.
APPEARING REGULARLY

In addition to all of the special performances above, the fair offers 
a full slate of daytime entertainment, with some performers appear-
ing each day, often several times. Here is a look at those:

• A popular performer returning this year is Pirate Man Dan, who 
will be offering his “Pirate Adventure Experience” twice a day at the 
Show Tent. Dan Jolley of Groton, an experienced clown, will offer 
a fun show for all ages — he says, “even teenagers.” The friendly 
pirate’s act includes balloons, magic, unicycling, stilts and bubbles. 
One reviewer said Pirate Man Dan “put on a great show. Not only did 
all the kids in the room enjoy him, but he had the adults all laughing 
at his jokes.”

•	 Cairo Northern Clowns are scheduled to walk the grounds 
daily to provide a smile and a laugh when you least expect it.

•	 Look for Buffalo Barfield’s “Unherd of Entertainment” to 
tickle your funny bone in the show tent at various times. Gregg 
“Buffalo” Barfield and his wife, Michele, have created a unique and 
entertaining comedy and variety music show. The South Carolina-
based act’s unique blend of music and comedy has been described 
as “Jeff Foxworthy meets Jimmy Buffett.” The show is a blend of 
Americana, country, blues and oldies rock ’n’ roll music with a touch 
of down home “clean” comedy. This one is good for the young kids.

•	 Tom Joyce, the Magic Man, will appear twice a day at the 
bandstand. Check the schedule to see when he is performing. He’s 
absolutely fabulous with the kids, but grown-ups will enjoy the show, 
too. He’s funny, but his magic is actually mysterious — it’s the best 
of both worlds

•	 Robinson’s Racing Pigs will run their hilarious competition 
several times a day near the dairy area. It combines the livestock 
portion of Field Days with the levity of an entertaining show.

• Also in the audience participation category, are two events at 
mid-day on Wednesday: the Men’s Caber Toss at noon (men toss a 
telephone pole (caber) end over end) and the Ladies’ Cast Iron Skil-
let Toss at 1 p.m. (ladies throw skillets for distance and accuracy). 
Head to the tractor pad for this fun.

• Another contest of brute strength that is also a lot of fun to watch 
is the armwrestling competition at the Show Tent on Friday eve-
ning. The kiddos will start it off with youths 16 and younger squaring 
off in real, head-to-head competitions at 5 p.m. (get on the sign-up 
sheet at 4 p.m.). After the learners have warmed up the audience, the 
big boys and girls take their turn facing off against competitors in 
their weight classes. Adult Armwrestling starts at 7 p.m. (weigh-ins 
at 5 p.m.) with bouts in left- and right-hand.

SILVER CIRCUS

SANCTUARY
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By SOPHIA AFSAR-KESH-
MIRI

One day at last year’s fair, Verd 
Mont Button Club member Sheri 
Ross, 73, enthusiastically showed 
off a collection of small, big and 
beautiful buttons displayed on 
pillows that the Verd Mont But-
ton Club stand in the Home and 
Garden Barn at Addison County 
Fair & Field Days. 

Button collectors and enthu-
siasts from across the state have 
been connecting through the 
club, which has been dedicated to 
the niche hobby since 1979. 

From March to November, 
members gather monthly to com-
pare notes — and of course but-
tons. 

“The Verd Mont Button Club 
was founded … in order to bring 
into a relation of mutual helpful-
ness and cooperation, organiza-
tions and persons who pursue the 
hobby of collecting buttons, to 

promote educational exhibitions, 
to encourage research, to pub-
lish and disseminate information 
among its members, and to pre-
serve for the future generations 
all that is beautiful and historical 
in buttons,” explains a club pam-
phlet. 

Things can even get competi-
tive. 

“Club members participate 
in national and regional button 
shows and conventions spon-
sored by the Northeast Regional 
Button Association and the Na-
tional Button Society,” the pam-
phlet reads. 

Ross, who still has a hint of a 
Southern accent, said she began 
collecting when she was 19 years 
old. 

“I just went to the flea market 
in Nashville a lot and yard sales. 
I went to auctions every Saturday 
with my mom. And I just loved 
them,” she said. 

By AMELIA SEEPERSAUD 
The Antique Equipment Build-

ing at the Addison County Fair & 
Field Days fairgrounds is home to 
a wide range of antique farming 
and household equipment. The 
2023 fair was no exception. 

On display was an array of 
farming tools, a skein winder, a 
buggy jack, a 1920s stove and 
more. Some of the equipment 
dates back to the 19th century. 

Occupying a central spot in 
the room was a large barn frame 
loom dated to the 1870s. 

“Every year we make a warp 
(a set of yarns stretched in place 
on a loom), we bring it here, and 
we dress the loom and a variety of 
people weave on it, and that’s part 
of the excitement,” crafter Laus-
anne Allen told us last year. 

“We made that in April,” she 

c o n t i n u e d . 
“It’s eight 
yards long and 
we hope to fin-
ish weaving it 
this week.”

“We will,” 
volunteer Can-
dace Polzella 
piped in.

P o l z e l l a 
talked about 
the new addi-
tions they had 
to the build-
ing’s equip-
ment last year.

“What we’re doing different 
this year is we have these two 
spinning wheels that have been 
donated,” she said.

As they spoke, they were in 
the process of wrapping cot-

ton threads 
around the 
wheel’s bob-
bin (the part 
of the spin-
ning wheel 
the thread 
is wound 
around). 

“The fun 
part is that 
anyone in-
volved in 
h o m e s t e a d 
arts has to be 
able to solve 
problems with 

what they have at hand,” Allen 
said. “It’s the Yankee ingenuity 
of us. And so here we are, we’d 
like some waxed-linen to do this 
with, but we have some schleppy-
cotton that would break if we 

sneezed on it. But we’re actually 
going to make sure it does the 
job.”

They described the loom as 
having initially been “askew.” It’s 
been a group effort to maintain 
the loom and to keep it in work-
ing condition. 

Allen described the fair as a 
village coming together as it al-
ways has.

“Yesterday and the day before, 
the village was waking up,” she 
said. “You saw people coming in 
and spending hours making the 
village happen. And it just makes 
you realize that when farmers 
would come to the aid of each 
other, there was that spirit of 
‘we’re all in this together.’ And 
that’s true of the fair too, you see 
people who come out year after 
year to help make things work.”

Verd Mont Button Club unites enthusiasts

VERD MONT BUTTON Club members Sheri Ross, left and Lynn 
Bladgen staff the club’s table at the Addison County Fair and Field 
Days in 2023, where they shared their interesting hobby with fair-
goers.

Independent photo/Sophia Afsar-Keshmiri

Ross pointed out pillows fes-
tooned with two types of “real-
istic” glass buttons, of which she 

said her personal favorite resem-
bles the same creature printed all 
across her shirt — frogs.

See a barn frame loom in action at Field Days 
“Every year we make 
a warp (a set of 
yarns stretched in 
place on a loom), we 
bring it here, and we 
dress the loom and 
a variety of people 
weave on it, and 
that’s part of the 
excitement.”

— crafter Lausanne Allen
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28 Willow Dr.
Middlebury, VT 05753
Phone: (802) 388-4053

92 Hunt Road
New Haven, VT 05472
Phone: (802) 453-2106

348 Boyer Circle
Williston, VT 05495
Phone: (802) 651-0841

122 Gallison Rd
Montpelier, VT 05602
Phone: (802) 839-1924

62 Randbury Rd
Rutland, VT 05701
Phone: (802) 747-0752

We carry a full line of the best tire brands to fit all your equipment needs. Whether you 
require tires for a large front end loader, haul truck, skidder or forwarder, large or compact 
tractor, skid steer, or lawn tractor we have the inventory on hand to meet your needs.

We can also handle your passenger and light truck vehicle needs. Visit PetesTire.com 
to find the most convenient of our 22 locations serving New England and call to speak 
to a tire segment specialist to determine the right tire for your needs.

Pete’s Tire Barns
Specializing in Farm, Forestry & Off Road Tires

1341 Route 14
White River Junction, VT 05001
Phone: (802) 291-9216



We’ll be at the fair! Swing by our booth if you’ll be there too!

Thank you Addison County  for your continued support 
And for making us your preferred  solar and heat pump installation team.

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

When you’re ready for solar or heat pump
installation we are here for you!

In 1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street storefront. 
Today, Bristol Electronics is a four generation 

installation business celebrating 52 years!

We’re  proud to be close to completion of a new
solar pavilion at Elderly Services in Middlebury!
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