PROPOSED STATE RULES

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in
newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible.

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain
copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s),
please call or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit
comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State
House, Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Reach First Rules.

Vermont Proposed Rule: 24P008

AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Reach First program provides cash assistance
for up to four months to families experiencing a short-term crisis. The Reach
First rules govern the eligibility criteria for the Reach First program. A family
that meets eligibility criteria for Reach Up financial assistance (Vermont's
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program) and has needs that can be
fully addressed by Reach First payments and support services may be eligible
for Reach First. The proposed rule reorganizes and renumbers the rules to
conform to a standard outline format, updates terminology, updates statutory
references, and replaces deficit-based language with strengths-based language
(for example, using the term “engagement” instead of “compliance”). To conform
to Act 133 of 2022, the proposed rule replaces references to the “Reach Up
work requirement” with “federal work requirement” and eliminates provisions
regarding work-requirement based referrals to other programs and mandatory
participation in Reach First.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Agency of Human
Services, Department for Children and Families, 280 State Drive, NOB 1 North,
Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-595-9639 Email: heidi.moreau@vermont.gov
URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/esd/laws-rules/proposed.

FOR COPIES: Amanda Beliveau, Agency of Human Services, Department for
Children and Families, 280 State Drive, HC 1 South, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel:
802-241-0641 Email: amanda.beliveau@vermont.gov.

Reach Up Services Rules.

Vermont Proposed Rule: 24P009

AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Reach Up program provides cash assistance and
support services to low-income families. The Reach Up Services rules govern
participation requirements for families receiving Reach Up financial assistance.
Act 133 of 2022 substantially changed the Reach Up program by replacing the
requirement for participants to engage in designated work activities for a set
number of hours based on the family’s composition with participant requirements
that employ a universal engagement model that identifies participants’ strengths
and needs and develops individualized plans, considering their unique
circumstances to help them move toward their goals. This rule implements these
changes by removing all references to the work requirement, work requirement
hours, and related criteria and replacing the work requirement structure with
“Reach Up participant requirements” that includes the list of activities outlined
in Act 133 and updates language to reflect the universal engagement model.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Agency of Human
Services, Department for Children and Families, 280 State Drive, NOB 1 North,
Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-595-9639 Email: heidi.moreau@vermont.gov
URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/esd/laws-rules/proposed.

FOR COPIES: Amanda Beliveau, Agency of Human Services, Department for
Children and Families, 280 State Drive, HC 1 South, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel:
802-241-0641 Email: amanda.beliveau@vermont.gov.

Reach Up Eligibility Rules.

Vermont Proposed Rule: 24P010

AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Reach Up program provides cash assistance and
support services to low- income families. The Reach Up Eligibility rules govern
the eligibility criteria for the Reach Up program. The proposed rule implements
changes to Reach Up eligibility criteria required by Act 133 of 2022, including
increasing the age of an eligible child attending school from 19 to 22; increasing
the child support pass through amount from $50 to $100, and increasing the
earned income disregard from $250 to $350. The proposed rule also updates
outstanding uses of terms such as “failure” and “compliance” that were not
updated in the previous cycle of rulemaking; adds language to rule 2253(10)
clarifying that financial assistance from poverty reduction programs is excluded;
and inserts language regarding the proration of benefit payments that was
inadvertently stricken from the rule in the previous cycle of rulemaking.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Agency of Human
Services, Department for Children and Families, 280 State Drive, NOB 1 North,
Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-595-9639 Email: heidi.moreau@vermont.gov
URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/esd/laws-rules/proposed.

FOR COPIES: Amanda Beliveau, Agency of Human Services, Department for
Children and Families, 280 State Drive, HC 1 South, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel:
802-241-0641 Email: amanda.beliveau@vermont.gov.

Postsecondary Education Program Rules.

Vermont Proposed Rule: 24P011

AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Postsecondary Education (PSE) program provides
financial assistance, case management, and support services to assist parents
in eligible low-income families to obtain two- or four-year postsecondary
undergraduate degrees. The proposed rule reorganizes and renumbers the
rules to conform to a standard outline format, updates terminology, updates
statutory references, and replaces deficit-based language with strengths-based
language (for example, using the term “engagement” instead of “compliance”).
The proposed rule also includes amendments to align with changes to the
PSE program made by Act 133 of 2022, such as updating the definition of
“dependent child,” allowing two parents to participate in the PSE program at the
same time, and replacing references to the Reach Up work requirement with
federal work requirement.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Agency of Human
Services, Department for Children and Families, 280 State Drive, NOB 1 North,
Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel: 802-595-9639 Email: heidi.moreau@vermont.gov
URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/esd/laws-rules/proposed.

FOR COPIES: Amanda Beliveau, Agency of Human Services, Department for
Children and Families, 280 State Drive, HC 1 South, Waterbury, VT 05671 Tel:
802-241-0641 Email: amanda.beliveau@vermont.gov.




