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BRAD AND CONNIE ARE READY TO HELP YOU MAKE THE KITCHEN
OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS INTO A REALITY! COME VISIT OUR
KITCHEN AND BATH SHOWROOM WHERE WE WILL WORK WITH YOU

TO CREATE THE SPACE YOU WANT. WE ALSO PROVIDE IN-HOME
CONSULTATIONS WHICH HELPS IN THE PROCESS OF CREATING THE
PERFECT DESIGN FOR YOUR SPACE. WE'RE HERE FOR IT ALL!

1%

ﬁf /
o KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN o OUTDOOR KITCHENS o CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS

¢ TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC  HARDWARE & MORE! ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com




Field Days ¢ Official Program ¢ The Addison Independent « Aug. 3, 2023 X Page 3

The Addison County Fair & Field Days Board ex-
tends a cordial invitation to you, and your friends
and family to this year's Addison County Fair &
Field Days on Aug. 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. It is our
pleasure to have you, our guests to the annual
county fair, here enjoying a good time. And it is a
pleasure, too, to give area citizens the opportunity
to showcase the quality products which they have
produced. We extend our sincere appreciation to
all who have exhibited in the past, and look for-
ward to working with new, as well as past exhibi-
tors, during our fair. And we thank all our visitors
who make the fair complete.

Now, go have some fun!

Addison County Fair & Field Days, Inc.
New Haven,VT 05742
802-545-2557 (Phone) 802-329-2113 (Fax)

Visit us at

Admissions INfO ..o 6
Board of DIireCtors .......cccceeeeeeeeiiiieeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 6
Dedication ...........eueiiiiiiiiee e 7
Wool at the Fair ........coooiiiiiiicccceeee e, 8
Daily Activities at Field Days .......ccccceeeeeeiniiciiinneeeeenn. 9
How to get to the Fair ..., 9
Schedule of Events ...........ccccceeeeeeeeeeee. 10, 13-14, 16-18
Field Days Grounds Map ........cccccoeeemeieienneneeeeneeens 12
Field Days through the Ages, 75th Anniversary ... 19-22
Trappers Association Feature .............cccccceeeeeeeeennnnen. 15
Bike Stunt Feature ..., 24
4-H Animal Art Feature .........ccoccceeeeeieeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeees 25
Blacksmithing............coooiiiiiiii e 26
Demo Derby Feature ...........cccccviieeeiiiiiiiiiies 28-29
Entertainment ..........ccccoooeiiiiii, 31-34
Racing Pigs Feature ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiee s 35
Field Days Gala/Raffle Supporters ..........cccceeeuunnnee 36
Tarry Ho Miniature Horses Feature .......................... 38
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An agricultural fair like the Addison County Fair & Field Days looks to the past and this
area'’s roots in the soil — literally and figuratively. We don't just talk about our agricultural
roots, we live them. Growing food, shearing sheep, milking cows — those are all things we
do day in and day out in this part of New England. Agriculture is an integral part of Addison
County life and economy, and it is also a lot of fun.

At Field Days we celebrate that essential part of the Vermont character every year. Tens of
thousands of people from the Champlain Valley and beyond come to the fair every year to celebrate
their agricultural roots — or to get back to those roots.

The best farmers, sugarmakers, cooks, bakers and all kinds of craftmakers compete for bragging rights — as do those
brave men and women who get behind the wheel in the demolition derby and the tractor pull (not to mention the folks who
work with the powerful draft horses). And don't forget Wednesday's skillet toss. More often than not, the winners turn out to be
our neighbors, or the folks down the road who we see at the grocery store and at our kids' school concerts.

Children with livestock of all kinds — cows, calves, sheep, lambs, rabbits and many sorts of fowl — work for weeks and
months leading up to the fair, grooming their animals for show-ring competition. Adults compete for the coveted Leona
Thompson Bowl. Younger crafters try to earn the Frances Monroe Youth Award.

Contestants young and old — and every age between — gather fruits and vegetables from the garden and sugar and spices
from the pantry; then cook them up into a smorgasbord of jams, pickles, cakes and cookies for competitions in the Food
Department.

There are exhibits, pulls (tractor, truck, horse, oxen and pedal-tractor), animal judging, horse shows, carnival food by the
ton and plenty of midway rides.

Oh, and don’t miss the armwrestling if you can help it. This booklet is designed to serve as a guide to Field Days. A complete
schedule of events can be found as well as profiles of this year’s entertainers.

There is plenty to see and do over the five days of the fair — Aug. 8-12. See it all!

e to Superintendents

The Addison Independent will publish the results of as many
Field Days competitions as we can get our hands on. Event su-
perintendents should take their results to the Field Days office
immediately after the events. Field Days staff will make copies
and the Independent will publish the information as quickly as
possible.

Thank you!

ADDISON COUNTY
FAIR & FIELD DAYS ADDISON INDEPENDENT.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
|
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2023-2024

Board of Directors

PRESIDENT: Diane Norris, 802-897-7014

VICE PRESIDENT: Benj Deppman, 802-734-1381
SECRETARY: Kathy Nisun, 802-352-6630
TREASURER: Brenda Deering, 802-545-2279

MEMBERS AT LARGE:

William Roleau, 802-453-3713; Tricia Foster, 802-233-2821;
Kenneth Button, 802-989-7055; Megan Sutton,
802-545-2475; Mike Reed, 802-759-2054; Bruce Putnam,
802-349-6107; Cindy Kayhart, 802-343-3862;

Chris Acker, 802-349-2342

BUSINESS MANAGER: Cara Mosier, 802-545-2557
GROUNDS MANAGER: Leonard Barrett, 802-349-4179
ELECTRICIAN:

Herb Fisher, 802-247-6390 or 802-247-6596

Cover photo by Steve James/Addison Independent

2023 Admission

Your ticket price includes parking, gate admission, re-
admission, grandstands, all Field Days shows & exhibits.
Ticket office opens at 7:30 a.m.

ADULTS (ages 12 and over)

Tuesday — Saturday Daily Admission ....................... $13
SEASON PASS ...ttt $45
SENIOR DISCOUNT .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeees Free on Tuesday

with Green Mountain Passport. (Green Mtn Passports can
be purchased at your local Town Clerk’s office)

CHILDREN (ages 6-11)
Daily ADMISSION ....cvvvieieeeeiiiciiiieeie e $5
SEASON PASS ... $15

CHILDREN (5 years and under).......... FREE all days

RIDE BRACELET - Pay one price for all the rides
The Dreamland Amusements midway is open every day

of Field Days from noon to midnight. Buy a $25 bracelet

and it is good for rides all day. Otherwise there is a price
for each individual ride.

0?0 FARM CREDIT EAST

%

Farm Credit East is deeply rooted in our customers’
success — and Northeast agriculture. In fact, no
one knows ag quite as well as Farm Credit East.
So if you're looking for financing or business
services for your agricultural operation -

of any size or type — look to Farm Credit East.
Our mission is to grow your success.

FARMCREDITEAST.COM
800.562.2235

Loans and Leases © Tax Services ¢ Payroll Services

Business Consulting * Record-keeping  Country Home Loans

Crop Insurance * FarmStart for New Businesses

Real Estate and Equipment Appraisals

LENDER
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2023 Dedication

This year is the 75th anniversary of Addison County Fair and Field Days. For our
anniversary year dedication, we are dedicating this year’s fair to you, our fair goers!
Field Days wouldn't be what it is if you didn’t attend. Whether you go to the fair to
watch someone in one of the many events, to get your favorite fair foods, or to see
your friends and neighbors, you have a part in making Field Days the fun event that
it is. Without you, our 4-H'ers have no one to show their hard work, our pullers and
demo drivers have no crowd to cheer them on, our commercial vendors have no one
to show their latest products, and our farmers have no one to share their best animals
and biggest and best crops.

What would the midway be without kids, old and young, to ride the rides and play the games? What would
the Children’s Barnyard be without children to enjoy the animals? Who would listen to the bands or watch the
entertainers if you didn’t come to the fair? Who would appreciate the hard work knitting, sewing, gardening,
crafting, baking and creating works of art and photography? Who would the antique enthusiasts tell the story
of how it was done years ago?

You visit Field Days in sunny weather and rain. Not much can keep you away, and we love it! The more
people visit, the better fair we can put on. We, the board of directors, our business manager, and grounds
keeper, and many, many volunteers and financial supporters put on Addison County Fair and Field Days for
you to enjoy! We appreciate you and dedicate this 75th fair to you! Come out and enjoy!

COLOR

YOURSELF INSPIRED

A

Benjamin Moore’

We've Got You Covered!

Paint ¢ Flooring ® Window Treatments &
Everything You Need for any Project

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054
M-F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com
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Wonderful wool at the fair

By KATIE FUTTERMAN

The Twist O° Wool Guild,
which debuted its first joint
project at the Addison County
Fair and Field Days in 1979,
will be back again this year
to display members’ colorful
work, equipment and their raw
material.

Much to the dismay of those
who passed by the tent last
year and caught a glimpse of
the colorful sweaters, shawls,
baskets and more on display,
the guild was not there to sell
work. Instead, Christine Homer
and other members were there to
educate people on how wool gets
processed.

One thing that was for sale,
however, was an afghan, for
which they sold raffle tickets at
one dollar per ticket, and five
dollars for six tickets.

“I mean, what a deal!” Homer
said. “I can’t imagine how many
hundreds of hours are in this. It’s
a real work of love.”

The members had divided
the work of the afghan into
little sections on which they
each worked. The money raised
from raffle tickets went toward
educational programs.

Homer had previously
spun and wove on traditional
equipment while working at a
living history farm. When she
moved to Vermont in 1980 and
saw people spinning at the fair,
she said, “Oh, this is where I
belong!”

“] can’t imagine
how many hundreds
of hours are in this.
It’s a real work of
love.”

— Christine Homer

The guild had been organized
just one year earlier by Eleanor
Boutcher of Shoreham, Ellen
Leone of Bristol, and Shelagh
Smith of Monkton in May of
1979, according to the guild’s
website.

In 2022, the guild honored
Smith by asking members to
make a knitted piece to display
using one of the many patterns
she designed. The items were
displayed at the fair.

“All  the guild members
sincerely appreciate her
inspiration and  mentorship
over the years, Homer told the
Independent.

Now, the guild has about 40
or 50 members, who range in
involvement level, and meet
regularly at the American Legion
in Middlebury as well as connect
through a member Facebook
page. They also try to hold at
least a couple workshops a year.

“It’s a great group of people.
Everybody is very friendly and
encouraging of each other. We
inspire each other to do more,”
Homer said.

Homer’s
spinning.

“I like watching the colors if
you get a roving that’s got lots
of colors, I love watching it
twist together and feed into the
spinning wheel,” she said.

At the fair last year, Homer
was also sorting through wool,
along with members Kat Cyr and
Katherine Knox.

The Vermont Sheep and
Wool  Association  provides
information on many of the
sheep breeders and raisers in
Vermont, and people can look
it up and visit farms to get wool
or attend spinning conferences.
Homer looks forward to the
Vermont Sheep and Wool
Festival in Tunbridge in October.

When the Twist O’ Wool Guild
first started, the only way to
obtain wool was to buy a fleece,

favorite part is

AT THEIR FIELD Days exhibit in 2022, Twist O’ Wool guild mem-
bers Christine Homer, left, and Katherine Knox gather up raw wool
that the guild procured through the Vermont Sheep Association.
Sorting through it is the hardest part, before they get to move to
knitting and spinning into beautiful pieces.

Independent photo/Katie Futterman

hopefully one that was cared for
and clean.

Then the craftswomen would
wash, dry and card the wool.
At that time, they didn’t have
the drum carders that they do
now, so they had to hand card
everything with hand combs to
straighten and clean the wool.
As the years went by, the guild
offered lots of workshops and

members learned new skills.

Homer highlighted the ease of
getting involved. The guild has
equipment, books and videos.
People can borrow equipment,
and they don’t have to invest in
all of the paraphernalia before
they start.

To find out more about
the guild, head online to
twistowoolguild.weebly.com.
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2023 Daily Activities How to get to Field Days

Please Note: Most exhibits will be removed on

Saturday night at 10 p.m.
Children’s Barnyard Open ...........ccccueeeeee. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
4-H & Youth Building Open.............ccuuee. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Antique Equipment Building Open.......... 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Maple Sugar House Open ...........ccceeeeeeeeees 9a.m.-9 p.m.
Twist O’ Wool Guild Demos (Twist O’ Wool Guild tent).....
...................................................................... 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Forest Festival Exhibits & Demonstrations
(forestry building) ........cceevveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneen, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Home & Garden Building Open with continuous craft
JEMOS...ciiiiiiiiiie i 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Lucien Paquette Exhibit Building Open... 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Maple Products Demonstrations (maple sugar house) ....

................................................................................... Daily
Midway Open (approximately)................... Noon-midnight
Milking Parlor Demonstrations .................... 1p.m.-4p.m. To Fair Haven To Rutland

“The Taste .

” ivet/bypg,ﬁclblmlgp )
of Vermont
ot g,
at Addison County Fair & Field Days Vesous.
Dining Hall » Tuesday, August 8" Pratt Sorey 7 Cy Country Ol g
Sittings at 5:15, 6:00 and 6:45 D<b' B oy The Daiy Progy
Adults: $15 Children 10 & under: $8 Clark Famjy Dining ==
Sweet Cory ! Hall wEB URY IN
Tickets available now at: Hos Vendor Vegetables Scalloed o
Middlebury Inn in Middlebury, Pratt's Store in
Bridport, the Field Days office Carrot Cake
or at fielddays@gmavt.net. Supplies
Beginning Aug. 6th, Chicken i
tickets will only be available %
. X Oast p,
at the Field Days office. ok N
Ca” 545'2557 “ Apple Crigp Cheddar Cheese
Green Mountain Opening Day Parade Whiskey & Wine Bracelet Rides — ALL DAY for $25

Passport Day 6:00PM Band 7:00PM

Rides and Midway by Dreamland Amusements
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Schedule of Events

Tuesday, August 8, 2023 1:30 p.m. .. Antique Equipment Demos (antique
Opening Ceremony & Parade, Demo Derby, Dinners & Shows equipment area)
1-5p.m....... Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard
MORNING area) - FREE
8:30 a.m............. Western Only 4-H and Open Youth Junior 1:30 p.m. ............ 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
Horse Show (horse area) building)
9am. oo, 4-H Dairy Conformation Classes (animal 1:30 p.m. ............ Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment
show arena) (show tent)
10:30 a.m. .......... Antique Equipment Demos (antique 2P.M. i, Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration
equipment area) (sheep tent)
1lam. ... Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) 3P.M e, Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
11 a.m.-3 p.m....."Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor Home 3P.M i, Antique Equipment Demos (antique
Stage in Paquette BIdg.) equipment area)
I3 o J 1 | “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
AFTERNOON 3:30 p.m. ............ 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
Noon-6 p.m. ....... Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food building)
Booth) 3:30 p.M. .eeennnn. Cirque Adventure (show area)
Noon................... Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) - 4:30 p.m. ..eeennnn. Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
FREE 5pm. . Gymkhana (horse area)
Noon.................. Pirate Man Dan (show tent) 5:15 p.m. ............ Vermont Products Dinner-1st Sitting (dining
12:30 p.m. .......... “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area) hall)
1pMm. ., Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day 5:30 p.M. ..o “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
ride bracelets BP.M. e, Vermont Products Dinner-2nd Sitting (dining
lpm.............. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand) hall)
lpm................ Cirque Adventure (show area) (See Schedule of Events on page 13)

Sewing Machines

Fabric

Machine Service

Classes

Workshops

260 Court St. Suite 4 | Middlebury, VT 05753 | 802-388-3559

M-F 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Closed Sunday
middleburysewnvac.com
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Farm and Forestry Tires at Pete’s Tire Barns. we carry a full line of tires for all types of equipment and for a
variety of applications. This includes both bias ply and radial tires, as well both tube type and tubeless tires. At Pete’s we carry the
best brands in the farm and forestry tire business including BKT, Carlisle, Firestone, Nokian and Michelin. We also carry farm tire
tubes from Alliance, Firestone, Galaxy, Nexen, Nokian, Michelin and more. Pete’s Tire Barns stocks farm tires and forestry tires that
many other dealers don't or won’t carry. With over 30 million dollars in inventory we have a great selection of tires to fit all brands
and models of farm equipment. Whether you need implement tires, compact tractor tires, narrow drive tires for row crops, the huge
flotation tires for choppers and combines, skidder or forwarder tires or anything in-between, call one of the AG-Tire specialists at
Pete’s Tire Barns. With 22 locations throughout New England, there is sure to be a Pete’s Tire Barns location near you.

In addition to agricultural tires, Pete’s Tire Barns carries and fully services earthmover equipment small and large, medium
and heavy truck, lawn and garden, material handling, as well as passenger car and light truck. Pete’s Tire Barns offers 24/7-
365 emergency service out of each and every location.

Mission Statement: “To provide quality tires and related service while maintaining a commitment to excellence with
100% customer satisfaction and unquestionable integrity. To be environmentally conscious, and to support our local
communities.”

28 Willow Dr. 92 Hunt Road 348 Boyer Circle
Middlebury, VT 05753 New Haven, VT 05472 Williston, VT 05495
Phone: (802) 388-4053 Phone: (802) 4563-2106 Phone: (802) 651-0841
122 Gallison Rd 1341 Route 14

Montpelier, VT 05602 White River Junction, VT 05001

Phone: (802) 839-1924 Phone: (802) 291-9216
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Field Days Grounds Map

1. Kelly James Natural Resources Pavilion
2. Public Safety Building

3. Dusty Chuck 4-H Food Booth

4. 4-H Exhibit Building

5. Youth Food Booth

6. Field Days Main Office

7. Milking Parlor
& Dairy Bar

8. Dairy Palace Arena

9. Bandstand

10. Twist O’ Wool Guild Tent

11. Pavilion

12. Show Tent

13. Handmowing Area

14. Lucien D. Paquette Exhibit Building
15. Horse Area Manager’s Booth

16. 4-H Dairy Barn

17. Open Dairy Show Barn

18. Beef Cattle Tent 26
19. Antique Equipment Buildings

20. Show Area

21. Frances Monroe Home
& Garden Center

22. Sara McCarty Children’s
Barnyard

23. Sheep Tents

24. Pony Rides & Free Youth
Activities

25. Infant Comfort Station

26. Addison County Toy Barn

27. Poultry Tent

27
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BP.M. i, Cirque Adventure (show area)

(S3 o 1 P Field Days Opening Parade - “75 years of
memories & nostalgial”

(SHC] 0 BINGO! with American Legion (show tent)

6:45 p.m. ............ Vermont Products Dinner-3rd Sitting (dining
hall)

4 o1 11 PO Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)

7PM. i, G. Stone Motors Demo Derby (Tractor Pad)

7PM. i, Whiskey & Wine Band (Bandstand)

Wednesday, August 9, 2023

Agricultural Shows & Demos, Caber Toss, Karaoke and The
Demolition Derby

MORNING

8:30 a.m. ............ English Only 4-H and Open Youth Jr. & Sr.
Horse Show (horse area)

9am. ..o Open Dairy Show-Holsteins, Ayrshires,
Milking Shorthorns

9:30 a.m. ............ Ox Pulling (Butterfield Arena)

10 a.m.-noon...... Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard
area) - FREE

10:30 a.m. .......... Antique Equipment Demos (antique

80 Years of Service
1943 - 2023

Serving Addison County

Seymour Street,

1943

Exchange Street,
2023

FAMILY OWNED: 1943 - 2023

MAKING FRIENDS WARM IS OUR BUSINESS - FOR 30 YEARS!

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury
802-388-9260 » 802-388-3014

11a.m.-3p.m.....
1lam..cnnnnn.

AFTERNOON
Noon-6 p.m. .......

1pmo.
1:30 p.m. ............

1:30 p.m. ............

1:30 p.m. ............
2P.M. i,

equipment area)

“Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor Home
Stage in Paquette Bldg.)

Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of FFA Food
Booth)
Midway Opens $25 all day ride bracelets
Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) -
FREE
Goat Show (sheep show tent)
Men’'s Caber Toss (tractor pad)
“Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Ladies Iron Skillet Toss (tractor pad)
Cirque Adventure (show area)
Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)
4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)
Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
Sheep Shearing/Handling Demonstration
(sheep show tent)

(See Schedule of Events on page 14)
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2:30 p.m. ...ouuee.e. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

I3 o 1 | P “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

3p.M. i, Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

I o 11 ¢ PO Pirate man Dan (Show tent)

3:30 p.m. ... 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

3:30 p.m. ...ouueeeee. Cirque Adventure (show area)

4pm. .o, 4-H & Other Youth Rabbit Showmanship
(Children’s Barnyard)

4:30 p.m. ............ Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
(show tent)

5:30 p.m............. “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

5:30 p.m. ........... Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)

BP.M. i, Cirque Adventure (show area)

7PM. i, Karaoke Talent Night with DJ Amanda Rock
(signup at 6:30 p.m.) (show tent)

4 o1 1 1 G. Stone Motors Demolition Derby (tractor
pad)

7:30 p.M. .oovvrnnen. 50 cal band (bandstand)

Thursday, August 10, 2023

Tractor Pulls

MORNING

8am...coooeeeennnnn. Annual ACFFD Open Horse Show (horse
area)

9am. . ..ccccevvrnnnnn 4-H Dairy Fitting & Showmanship Classes
(animal show arena)

9am. . ..ccccevnrnnnn. 4-H & Other Youth Sheep Show (sheep
show tent)

10am................ Hand Mowing Contest (antique equipment
demo area)

10am............... VTPA Tractor Pulling-Antique & Enhanced
Antique Tractor Pulls

10:30 a.m. .......... Pony Pulling (Butterfield Arena)

10:30 a.m. .......... Antigue Equipment Demos (antique

equipment area)

Enjoy the Fair!

2001 Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, VT | www.blueledgefarm.com f @

1lam............ Pedal Tractor Pull (show tent) (sign-ups at
10 a.m.)
11:30 a.m............ Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

11 a.m.-3 p.m.....“Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor Home
Stage in Paquette Bldg.)

AFTERNOON

Noon-6 p.m. ....... Cairo Northern Clowns (Front of the FFA
Food Booth)

NOON....covvveeeennn. Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day
ride bracelets

NooN.......ccceeenenee. Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) -
FREE

12:30 p.m. .......... “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

1-5p.m............ Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard
area) - FREE

1pMo..... Cirque Adventure (show area)

1:30 p.m. . Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

1:30 p.m. ..., Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
(show tent)”

1:30 p.m. ............ 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

2:30 p.m. ...uuveee. Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

I3 o1 1 P Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

I o 11 ¢ PO, Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)

I o 11 ¢ PO “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (children’s
barnyard area)

3:30 p.m. ... 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

3:30 p.M. ...ouveeeee. Cirque Adventure (show area)

Z70 o o T Beef Showmanship/Fitting Show (Senior,

Intermediate, Junior, & Novice) & Market
Classes (animal show arena)

4:30 p.m. ............ Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-Entertainment
(show tent)
5:30 p.m............. “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

(See Schedule of Events on page 16)

VERMONT HARDWOODS Friendly & Professional Service

i d d
MAPLE - OAK - BIRCH - CHERRY - ASH S rooce

Perfect for Manufacturing Cabinets, Cash & Volume Discounts
Furniture, Repairs & Remodeling CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY

Superior Quality and Great Prices! 802'453'4884

106 Andrew Johnson Dr. Bristol, VT « www.vermontlumber.com

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Closed Noon - 12:30)
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Trappers: the furriest table at the fair

By KATIE FUTTERMAN

The Vermont Trappers’ Asso-
ciation brought its finest furs to
the county fair this past August.
Though some were for sale, the
main goal was education, accord-
ing to Pete Lossmann, secretary
of the association.

“We have so many people who
are removed from nature, basi-
cally, and they come through here
and they have no idea what this
stuff is. Or they come through and
they say, ‘Oh, I saw something run
across the road,” and by process
of elimination we can show them
what it probably was,” he said.

The table displayed a wide-
range of fur-bearers, all of which
were native to Vermont. The eyes
of such animals poked out on the
ends, seemingly making eye con-
tact with everyone who walked by.

Lossmann, who resides in
Bristol, has been a member of

PETE LOSSMAN HAS been a member of the Vermont Trappers’
Association for 35 years, and as of last year’s fair he was the orga-
nization’s secretary. He brought some furs of Vermont wild game
to Addison County Fair and Field Days last August to educate Ad-
dison County residents. Independent file photo/Katie Futterman

*We deliver animal feed
*We plantseeds

«We draft farm plans

«Wetrouble shoot dairy

ATTENTION FARMERS:

We work for your farm business
Your On-Demand Help!

« We fertilize crops - by land or air
»We apply crop protection aids

«We map farmssites and fields

Quality - Service - Value
“We Care” for your land and animals

802-388-7000 - 800-639-7051

the association for 35 years. The
group describes itself as a “sports
group,” and is one of the stron-
gest in the state when it comes
to numbers, with more than 600
members.

Of course, not everyone is a fan
of trapping. But Lossmann is ada-
mant about its benefits.

“The benefits of trapping are
kind of far-reaching. There’s pop-
ulation control, there’s damage
control,” he said.

The association’s website also
publishes information about the
perceived benefits of trapping.

“Traps are simply needed in
North America to protect, main-
tain and restore appropriate bal-
ances between the needs of wild-
life and man,” reads their website.

There is also helpful regulation,
such as the licensing of trappers, es-
tablishing harvest seasons and rules

(See Trappers on Page 25)

S

protectionissues

88 Seymour St., Middlebury

middlebury @ bhinc.us

GAINES INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“We Make House Calls.”

Auto ¢ Home
Farm o Commercial

802-877-2878
154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
Across from Aubuchon Hardware
www.gainesinsurance.com
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5:30 p.m............. Miniature Horse Team Hitching equipment area)
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area) 1lam............. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)
BP.M. i, Cirque Adventure (show area) 11 a.m.-3 p.m.....“Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor Home
7PM. i, Motorsports Rodeo- ATV & Side-by-Side Stage in Paquette Bldg.)
Drag Races (tractor pad)
7PMe i, Nickel & Dime (Band Stand) AFTERNOON
730 p.m. .. Animal Costume Class (animal show arena)  Noon-6 p.m. ....... Cairo Northern Clowns (front of the FFA
8p.M. i, Rehab Roadhouse (Show Tent) Food Booth)
. Noon........ccceee. Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) -
Friday, August 11, 2023 FREE
More Shows, Armwrestling and Pulling Competitions Noon........ccceee. Midway Opens $25 all day ride bracelets
Noon.........cceee. “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
MORNING NOON.....cvveevereenen. PeeWee Dairy Showmanship (animal show
8:30 a.m............. Exhibitors’ Breakfast (dining hall) arena)
9am. . ..cccccvernnnnn Open Sheep Show (sheep show tent) 12:15 p.m. .......... Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment
9:30 a.m. ............ Draft Horse Show (horse area) (Show Tent)
10 a.m.- 2 p.m....Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard 1pM.o..... Tom Joyce, Magician (bandstand)
area) - FREE 1pm.... 4 Abreast, Show Division (horse area)
10am............... VTPA Tractor Pulling, Garden Division- 1pMmo.. Cirque Adventure (show area)
Youth, Adult Stock, Sport Stock, ATVs, 1:30 p.m. ............ Antique Equipment Demos (antique
SuperStock Open, Pro Diesel, 4 Cyl Mod equipment area)
(tractor pad) 1:30 p.m. ............ 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
10am. ..o, Horse Pulling (Butterfield Arena) building)
10:30 a.m. .......... Antique Equipment Demos (antique Continued on next page

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1950

PROUD

Ready Mix Concrete
PreCast/Prestressed Concretfe
Sand & Stone
Concrete Pumping
Concrete & Masonry Supply

2464 Case St » Middlebury, VT
IPCARRARA.COM
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1:30 p.m. ............ Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

2-5p.M. .. Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard
area) — FREE

2:45 p.m. .eeeenenn. Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of Entertainment
(Show Tent)

3PM. i, Future Showmanship/Fitting Class & Beef

Conformation & Group Classes (animal
show arena)

3P.M. i, “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

3P.M. i, Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

3:30 p.m............. 4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

3:30 p.M. .evveennn, Cirque Adventure (show area)

4p.M. i, Tom Joyce, The Magic Man (bandstand)

5p.M. i, Armwrestling-Kids 16 & under (sign up at 4
p.m.) (show tent)

5:30 p.m. ............ “Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)

5:30 p.m. ...eeeennnn. Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard area)

BP.M. i, Cirque Adventure (show area)

BP.M. i, VTPA Tractor Pulling, Truck Division - Stock

Street Legal, Mod Street Legal, Work Stock
Legal, 2.6/3.0 Pro Diesel, VT V8 Minis,
2WD Minis Pulls (tractor pad)

7PM i, Armwrestling-Adults (weigh-ins 5 p.m.)
(show tent)

7P.Me i, Blues without Borders Band (bandstand)

7PMe i, NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm & Limited

Pro Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)

Saturday, August 12, 2023

Dairy Show, Pulling Competitions & Fireworks!

MORNING

9am. .o, Open Dairy Show-Jersey, Brown Swiss &
Guernsey

9a.m. .o, Draft Horse Show (horse area)

10 a.m.- noon.....Children’s Activities (children’s barnyard

Serving the Addison County
Business Community

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

802-388-8999 | John and Jim Fitzgerald

area) - FREE
10am. ... Wanda Goodyear Memorial Baked Bean
Contest (picnic pavilion)
10a.m................ VTPA Tractor Pulling-Farmstock, Open

4WD, Hot Farm, Super stock 4x4, Altered
Farm, Street Legal Semi, Single Engine
Mod Pulls (tractor pad)

10:30 a.m. .......... Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)
10:30 a.m. .......... Youth Sheep Blocking and Fitting Contest

(sheep tent)
11 a.m.-3 p.m....."Sparky’s Lovebug Love!” (Connor Home
Stage in Paquette Bldg.)

AFTERNOON

Noon-6 p.m. ....... Northern Cairo Clowns (front of FFA food
booth)

NOON.....ccervvrnnnn. Pirate Man Dan (show tent)

NoON......cceevinne Midway Opens (approximately) $25 all day
ride bracelets

Noon................... Dig For Treasure! (youth activity area) -

(See Schedule of Events on page 18)

—Proudly Serving Addison County
Farmers for over 6 Decades!

“Family owned and operated”

Weekly Mon. - Thurs. Livestock Auctions
Trucking rates available
Specializing in dairy replacement & herd dispersals

Addison County Commission Sales
Sales Manager/Owner: T. G. Wisnowski & Son
802-388-2661, VT Toll Free 800-339-COWS
or 802-989-1507
RT. 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740
\_ www.accscattle.com Y,
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Asparagus (length x circumference)
Beet (circumference)
Broccoli (diameter)
Cabbage (circumference)
Cantaloupe (circumference)
Carrot (length x circumference)
Cauliflower (diameter)
Corn (length x circumference)
Cucumber (length x circumference)
Edible Leafy Greens (length x
width - leaf only)
Eggplant (circumference x
circumference)
Fennel (length x circumference)
Green Bean (length)
Kohlrabi (circumference)
Leek (length x circumference)
Melon (circumference)

ADDISON COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

The 2023 Garden
Game [s Here!

Each summer the Addy Indy and Agway partner to present
the Garden Game, awarding prizes for the largest entries in
each of the fruit and veggie categories helow:

Onion (circumference)

Parsnip (circumference)

Pepper (circumference x
circumference)

Potato (length x circumference)

Pumpkin (circumference x
circumference)

Radish (circumference)

Rhubarb (length)

Rutabaga (circumference)

Summer Squash (length x
circumference)

Sunflower (diameter)

Tomato (circumference)

Turnip (circumference)

Winter Squash (length x circumference)

Zucchini (length x circumference)

How do you play the Garden Game?

Just bring in any of the above fruits/veggies to our office at 58 Maple
Street, Middlebury to be officially measured. Weekly front runners will
be posted online and listed in the newspaper. Entries must be home-

grown in the greater Addison County area. One winner per category. One
prize per person. Winners will be announced at the first sign of frost.
Visit addisonindependent.com/contests
for more info.

2:30 p.m.............

3PpM. i,
3p.M. i,

S o 1 1 ¢ PR

5:30 p.m. ..
5:30 p.m.............

BP.M. .
(G310 11 1 | NP

TPM. e,
TPM. i,

7TPM. i,

9:15 p.m.............

FREE

“Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Tom Joyce, The Magic Man
(bandstand)

Rack ‘N Reel's Sling Shot Competition
(sign up at noon) (Butterfield Arena)
Six Horse Hitch, North American
Classic Six Qualifier (horse area)
Cirque Adventure (show area)

Antique Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

4-H Hands on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

Buffalo Barfield Unherd-of-
Entertainment (Show Tent)

Turkey Calling Contest (Butterfield
Arena)

Pirate Man Dan (Show Tent)

Antigue Equipment Demos (antique
equipment area)

Sheep & Wool Garment Lead Line
Class (sheep show tent)

Sheep Shearing/Handling
Demonstration (sheep tent)
“Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Duck & Goose Calling Contest (sign up
at 2:30 p.m.) (Butterfield Arena)

4-H Hands-on Workshop (4-H exhibit
building)

Cirque Adventure (Show Tent)

Tom Joyce, The Magic Man
(bandstand)

4-H & Open Youth Rabbit Show (animal
show arena)

Home & Garden Awards & Leona
Thompson Bowl Presentation (Home &
Garden Bldg.)

“Robinson’s Racing Pigs” (dairy area)
Miniature Horse Team Hitching
Demonstration (children’s barnyard
area)

Cirgue Adventure (show area)

VTPA Tractor Pulling-VT V8 Minis,
Altered Farm, Street Legal Semis,
S.S. 4x4 Pickups, Hot farm, Pro Stock,
Single Engine Mod Pulls (tractor pad)
Sanctuary (bandstand)

75th Anniversary Square Dance (Show
Tent)

NYTPA - Sanctioned Super Farm &
Limited Pro Tractor Pulls (tractor pad)
Champlain Valley Equipment Closing
Fireworks Display (set off east of horse
area)
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Route 7 South ¢ Middlebury, VT ¢ 802-388-6297
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Bike stunt show
wows crowd

By KATIE FUTTERMAN

Craig Wright got his wheels
turning during his bike stunt
show during the 2022 Addison
County Fair and Field Days.
He accompanied well practiced
stunts with jokes, as well as a
little audience involvement.

“I was last here in 2019,” he
told the crowd. “Anyone see
it?” When no one in the crowd
perked up, he said, “Well, that’s
good, because [ was better then!”

Despite  Wright’s modesty,
seemed impossible that he could
ever have been better. He start-
ed with the “rock walk,” which
was somewhat of a 180 degree
turn and jump in one. As did his
tricks, he explained to the crowd,
through his heavy breaths into
the mic, what he was doing, and
how difficult it was.

For instance, he explained that
the “track stand,” which looked
simple, was the most important
thing he had learned, as he need-

CRAIG WRIGHT HAS been
performing bike stunt shows
since 2010. In one of his final
tricks in a show at Addison
County Fair and Field Days last
year, he hops up steps onto the
top of his trailer without ever
stepping off his bike.

ed to balance in between every
single trick.

Wright continued to up the
ante, hopping up on blocks and
down ramps. In a feat no one
thought possible, Wright even
hopped all the way up to the
top of his trailer on his bike,
mounting one step at a time
— always standing on his bike
pedals, feet never touching the
ground. In fact, even Wright
didn’t think it would be possi-
ble, telling the crowd he rarely
gets up there.

“Don’t go home and ride your
bike on the trailer,” he told the
crowd once he got up there. “Do
it at your friend’s house!”

From there, he moved to what
he called “the red beam of death”
because, he joked, the beam was
36 inches off the ground, and his
inseam was only 32 inches.

“It’s a whole different kind of
scary,” he said.

For Wright’s finale, he warned
the crowd, “This is the sketchi-
est thing I do. So no matter how
many pieces I come down in,
clap a lot.”

Wright kept the audience en-
gaged throughout the show, be-
ginning with jokes such as: “You
wanna know why bikes are lazier
than unicycles? Because they’re
two tired,” as well as teaching
Vermonters how to clap properly.

He even invited up two brave
kids, who helped him hold a pole
for him to jump over, as well
as a grown adult, who lay on
the ground nervously as Wright
jumped over him.

And he certainly did not fail
to get the crowd excited. After
the show, kids and adults alike
ran up to talk to him and see his
special trick bike with no seat.
They also got the chance to buy
his merchandise, which included
miniature bikes that kids could

AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT IS critical to Craig Wright's shows.
During a performance at Field Days last year, he invited a man
from the audience to lay on the ground in front of the viewing
stand and then hopped over the guy — twice.

play with with their hands.

Wright himself started biking
as a kid.

“I started biking just because I
was a kid with a bicycle in a ru-
ral area, and nothing else to do,”
he said.

Wright grew up in New Hamp-
shire, and taught himself most of
what he learned. Eventually, he
started going on YouTube and
watching tutorials there.

In 2010, Wright began doing
shows with churches, and he
eventually left his job in 2014 to
pursue it full-time. Wright per-
formed in around 10 fairs a year,
in addition to school assemblies
and smaller festivals, as well.

Then, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic shut down the event industry.
By the summer of 2021, Wright
had gotten rid of all his stuff,
when he got a call from three
fairs who had just gotten permis-
sion to do their fair last minute.
He bought the stunt bike rig from

Independent file photo/Katie Futterman

his friend, drove to Alabama and
did a few shows without really
practicing.

He scheduled three fairs last
summer and rides his bike about
once a week to practice. During
last year’s show, Wright told the
crowd that his practice technique
was to find piles of rocks and
jump from one to another.

“I’'m not getting to be a better
rider, I’m just kind of maintain-
ing. But I have another job, I
have kids, it’s just kind of what
it is,” he said.

The hardest part is traveling
and being away from home, as
well as doing the show in all
sorts of weather.

But still, Wright loves what he
does.

“I really like putting together
the storytelling of the show, how
you’re building up the act and
trying to get people engaged and
have fun and have them connect
with the show.”
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4-H displays animal art & more

By KATIE FUTTERMAN

Each year at Field Days, mem-
bers of Addison County 4-H clubs
exhibit projects they have com-
pleted in the previous 12 months.
The show of 4-H crafts and other
goods at the Youth Hall on the fair-
grounds were impressive to behold
at the 2022 Field Days.

Among the exhibiting clubs was
the oldest one in the county, the
Weybridge Willing Workers 4-H
Club, chartered in 1920. Louise
Bowdish, a co-organization leader
of the club, also serves as superin-
tendent of the building in which
the 4-H clubs displayed their work.

The work, just like the 4-H
clubs, explored a wide range of
realms. Of course, much of it was
animal focused. There was a poster
on the world of foxes, how a chick
hatches, bee education, sheep
shearing and paintings of cows.
As viewers walked through plants
growing from every direction, they
could also see other sights, such as
a homemade pasta poster and min-
iature farm replicas.

“Whatever a child is interested
in, we will fit it into a project,”
Bowdish said.

Bowdish was in charge of find-
ing willing volunteers to judge
such crafts on a blue, red and
yellow ribbon basis, a process
that can take up to four hours.
Although the “clover buds,” ages
five to seven, participate in the
activities, they aren’t judged as
harshly and are awarded only
a rainbow participation ribbon.
However, the older kids have the
opportunity to move on to the
regional and even national level,
where they can be awarded trips,
according to Bowdish.

The 4-H clubs are run through
the UVM Extension networks as
summer programs or school-led
and full-year programs. Chil-
dren run the meetings and elect
their own leaders, according to
Bowdish. Many parents help and
volunteer.

Bowdish listed almost every ac-
tivity one can think of. 4-H clubs
cover everything from engineering
and other STEM programs to gar-
dening, foods, crafts, sewing, tex-
tiles, computerized programming,
robotics, photography and more.

Look out for their excellent
work at the fair!

Trappers

(Continued from Page 15)

on the use of trap varieties and trap-
ping methods. This regulated trap-
ping helps create a balanced and
healthy environment, advocates
said. Without it, threatened and
endangered species protected from
excessive predation by trapping
programs would become extinct,
all according to the website.

Then, of course, there is the ed-
ible component.

“If you like roast beef, you’re
gonna love beaver,” Lossmann
promised.

People can also eat raccoons, and
bobcats have an “amazing, sweet

flavor,” according to Lossmann.

Thus, nothing is wasted in the
production of a wild fur garment,
whereas synthetic materials ex-
haust non-renewable resources,
according to the association’s
website.

The fur market at the time of
last year’s Field Days was a bit
depressed, Lossmann said, but in
general, people can sell furs —
which, of course, is how trapping
first started with beavers, many
moons ago.

Whether you need a new fur
coat for Vermont’s cold winter
or a new food idea, the Vermont
Trappers’ Association’s table is a
potential stop at the fair.

Sourcing and Adding Local
Products all the Time

Gall for Monthly

3 Elm. St., Middlebury
(802) 989-7651 | Gregsmarketvt.com

For an authentic American
dining experience -
come by the AQW!

RT 7 South, Middlebury
802-388-2876

Open 7 days a week, 11:30 am - 8 pm

BIG
. BURGER

*CLASSIC GRILLED DOGS -«
« Coney Chili

« Cheese Dog

E Michigan Dog

ORIGINAL .
BACON
DOUBLE

CHEESEBURGER

Middlebury’s A&W is
the last one in Vermont!

MENU FAVES

Big Burgers, Classic
Grilled Dogs, Root Beer
Floats, Cheddar Cheese

Curds, Onion Rings,

Fried Chicken
Shrimp/Clams

Classic

Root Beer Float
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Living and working with metal

By KATIE FUTTERMAN

Scott Hawley ironed out
his 10th year at the Addison
County Fair and Field Days in
2022. Families eagerly gathered
around the blacksmith’s shop
on the fairgrounds to watch
him craft stocking hangers out
of metal. It was nothing short
of fate that drew Hawley into
iron work. His work with metal
started early on, while Hawley
was growing up, his father was
a machinist.

“We always had metal doing
something,” he said.

Hawley started his own fur-
niture business, Hawley’s Fine
Woodworking, in 1990. As time
went on, customers asked him to
put iron cornerbacks on tables
and later make things like po-
thangers.

“I wound up making an awful
lot of iron work,” he said.

WHERE YOU COME INSIDE
TO GET OUTDOORS!

By 2008, Hawley was jug-
gling iron work and his furni-
ture business. Finally, in 2021
he retired the furniture business
entirely and moved fully into
iron work. Hawley works at his
shop, Furnace Brook Iron Works
in North Chittenden. He typical-
ly clocks in 11 hours a day, five
days a week, with some work on
the weekend — all by himself.

“When you have your own
business, it’s almost constant,”
he said.

“Wait, let’s clarify,” interject-
ed Steve Pecca, who oversees
the antique shop just next to him
at the fair. “He’s not working,
he’s demonstrating, he’s living
history, he’s giving the people a
taste of what it was like. Work-
ing? Is this working?”

Hawley said he loves what he
does. His favorite vein of iron
work is making knives, which

has become his specialty. He
also makes the stocking hangers
that he worked on at last year’s
fair, as well as door hinges and
more. Hawley sells his work on-
line and offers iron work tutori-
al videos on his YouTube page,
Furnace Brook Iron Works. He
said YouTube videos like the
ones he uploads are what taught
him a lot of what he knows
about iron working.

Hawley, who is around 60

years old, is eager to continue
iron working for years to come.
Though, all the hammering takes
a toll on the arms, and he admits
that he “does not really care for”
all of the grinding of blades.
Look out for Hawley’s work
online at furnace-brook-iron-
works.myshopify.com or maybe
learn a thing or two about iron
work from one of the over 150
videos on his YouTube channel.

We've got it alll Shop our camping,
water sports, hiking, archery and firearms
sections of the store. Visit us in New Haven,
conveniently located between Vergennes
and Middlebury and accross the street from
the Jiffy Mart with a Dunkin’ Donuts. Stop in
the store on your way to and from Addison
County Fair & Field Days!

TO VERGENNES

|71
| I\(\{

TO MIDDLEBURY

5343 Ethan Allen Hwy, New Haven, VT e (802) 453-2000 ® www.racknreel.com
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Be a MEMBER, not just a NUMBER.

At Co-op, we're member owned and member committed. Since 1915, we've been providing protection
for individuals, farms, and businesses with a large network of local agents, fast and fair claims service,
loss prevention expertise, and affordable rates. At the Co-op, you're a member, not just a number.

@ CO-OPERATIVE
INSURANCE

COMPANIES

HOME . BUSINESS « AUTO . FARM

Middlebury, Vermont . 802-388-7917 . co-opinsurance.com

MEMBER OWNED. MEMBER COMMITTED.
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Demolition Derby provides clangor, flames,
tears, joy and an incredibly humane story

By SHAYIQ SHAH

It’s a staple of the annual
county fair, and it never fails to
impress.

It’s the G. Stone Motors De-
molition Derby at the Addison
County Fair and Field Days.

The piloting prowess at dis-
play by drivers in demo derby at
Field Days one night last August
sent the crowd into electrify-
ing cries as they cheered on the
brave men and women navigat-
ing their rigs around the tractor
pad.

However, simmering under
the mechanical and soulless
clangor from derby cars crash-
ing into each other, there was an
incredibly authentic and humane
story hidden from the countless
spectators.

This is the story of Cody Cur-
tis, a Vergennes resident who
said he was diagnosed with brain
cancer last year. Curtis’s partici-
pation in the 2022 derby was his
first appearance in the competi-
tion.

The first evening of 2022’s
two-night affair had cars crank-
ing metal in four different
categories: four-cylinder, six-
cylinder, eight-cylinder and the
mini-vans.

Curtis was driving in his
“Monster Car,” number 43C,
when he partook in the first heat
on the four-cylinder roster. This
was his opportunity to earn him-
self a place in the final event of
the night — the four-cylinder
feature — and Curtis did exactly
that.

“They were hammering me in
there,” he said after the event.
“I got the first hit, and it was
a BAM. But I didn’t stop go-
ing and I kept hammering them
back.”

Curtis’s resilience earned him
a trophy as one of five winners of
the first heat and secured qualifi-
cation for the feature event. This
trophy came as an early birthday
present for Curtis who celebrated
his 32nd birthday the next day.

However, the mettle and re-
solve shown by Curtis in his
fight against brain cancer and
inside the Derby arena could not
be matched by the metal in his
Car 43C. The damage taken by
the car in the first heat was too
severe for the vehicle to compete
in the final.

Curtis, distraught, had to pull
out from the final. That didn’t
hamper the spirits of his family
members by any stretch.

VERGENNES DRIVER CODY Curtis overcame a lot to win his
heat in last year’s Demolition Derby, but his car was satisfied with

that and couldn’t run in the final.

Independent file photo/Steve James

“We are so proud of him and
so happy for him,” said Cody’s
dad, Roger.

Driving into the Derby arena
takes courage, however, sitting
in the crowd and seeing a loved
one getting crashed into by Der-
by cars takes even more courage.

Tricia Foster, a Field Days di-
rector since 2017, cheered on her
nephew from the stands.

“As I get older, the more peo-
ple I know that are driving, the
more nervous I get,” Foster said.

The dangers associated with
the sport were made evident in
an extremely grand and scary
fashion during the minivan fea-

ture event. Driver Brent War-
ren, driving in his car “Kid
Dynomite,” hurriedly escaped
from his minivan as it caught on
flames during the feature event.

Firefighters from the Ver-
gennes Fire Department rushed
to the minivan engulfed by
flames and put out the fire. Over
the public address system the
commentator, rather nonchalant-
ly, said, “Ooooh, Kid Dynomite
has got hot pants.”

The calmness is his voice
pointed to the fact that this
would not be an uncommon oc-
currence. Surely enough, that

(See Derby on Page 29)
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Derby

(Continued from Page 28)
would be proven in an even more
decisive moment in the same fea-
ture event when Tim Whitney in
minivan 47w was engaged in a
last duel with Ethan Gevry driv-
ing in “Hog Wild.”

Whitney and Gevry were the
last two drivers left in their mini-
vans. After an intense battle,
Whitney’s car 47w was forced to
stop by the firefighters on scene
as his minivan caught fire. This
gave Gevry in “Hog Wild” the
win with Whitney a close second.
Maddie Martell driving in car 831
secured third position.

The eight-cylinder feature
event went to Devin Parker driv-
ing in “Numb Skull” while the
second and third positions were
taken by Boomer Lafountain in
car 96 and Morgan Huestis driv-
ing in car 77.

THE LAST HIT

The six-cylinder event gave the
crowd a 32-minute thriller with an
epic final battle between Jeffery
Grant and Timothy Whitney Jr.
Grant, driving car 24, and Whit-
ney Jr., driving 13T, were engaged
in a heroic and bombastic last duel
with both vying to get the last hit.

With both their cars nearing
malfunction, according to the
rules of the Derby, the car with
the last hit would be declared the
winner if both cars are unable to
continue. A five-minute time limit
was introduced and the car with
the last hit at the end of that time
would be the winner.

However, after two minutes,
Whitney Jr.’s 13T received one
blow too many and was finally
inoperative. Grant was declared
the winner after this momentous
battle with Timothy Whitney Jr.
a very proud second. Chuck Ha-
vens, driving in car 10, secured
third position.

Maple Meadow Farm
WHERE THE EGG COMES FIRST!

All Natural Cage-Free Eggs Available

Flat of 20 Super Jumbo $6.75

18 Pack Large ................. $4.75
Pullets flat of 30 ..$2.25
Jumbo dozen............... $3.75

Cage Free XL dozen........$3.75
X-Large dozen
Large dozen...........
Medium dozen

Cage Free Large dozen..$3.50
Our famous
Hairline Crax.......ccccouuues $1.50

PLUS! Milk,
Cheese,
Butter, 0J,
Maple Syrup
& More!

Maple Meadow Farm
518 Maple St., Salisbury, VT 05769

802-352-4241 « www.maplemeadowfarmeggs.com
Hours: Mon/Tu/Fri 8AM-Noon, Thurs 8AM-4:30  (Closed Wed, Sat & Sun)
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TIELD DAYS

No county fair is complete without a full lineup of live entertain-
ment.

This year’s 75th annual Addison County Fair and Field Days
boasts a wide selection of activities and performances — ranging
from a parade to a pedal tractor pull — sure to interest fairgoers
both young and old.

Live musical acts will perform each night at the fair with an ex-
citing lineup with something that appeals to many tastes.

Topping the list for this year’s entertainment is a live musical
performance by “Sanctuary,” which will perform Saturday night
a 7 p.m. at the Bandstand. You may recognize some of these musi-
cians, since this is a local band that consists of some definite rock-
ers who know how to get people our of their seats and into the
groove. “Sanctuary,” fronted by singer Lori Towle, performs Rock
music and dance covers from the 1980s and more. Also in the line-
up of the band are Tom Lawson, Justin Brault, John Wallace and
Jerry Cloutier — recognize any of them?

If you like Lori’s voice, you won’t have to wait until Saturday
to hear it. She is scheduled to perform on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. on
the Bandstand in the duo Whiskey & Wine. This fun and engaging
acoustic duo performs many of your favorite cover songs. Their
set lists span decades and genres creating a “something for every-
one” entertainment experience. And Towle also sings in Nickel &
Dime, an Addison County dance cover band featuring your favor-
ite songs from the ’70s to current hits. Listen for a mix of Southern
& classic rock.

REHAB ROADHOUSE

CIRQUE ADVENTURE
BLUES WITHOUT BORDERS
WHISKEY & WINE
NICKEL & DIME
REHAB ROADHOUSE
PIRATE MAN DAN
BUFFALO BARFIELD
ATV & SIDE BY SIDE DRAG RACES
FIREWORKS
PEDAL TRACTOR PULL
ROBINSON’S RACING PIGS
SKILLET TOSS
CABER TOSS
TOM JOYCE, THE MAGIC MAN

For a change of pace, come out to the Bandstand on Wednesday
night at 7:30 p.m. to experience the local energy of “.50 Cal.” Er-
nie Emmonds provides the vocals for this eclectic Addison County
band that describes its talents in Rock, Country, Pop and even
a little Rap. They definitely have some strong guitar playing and
kicking drums in addition to Emmonds’s powerful voice.

Also on the music marquee this week are Rehab Roadhouse o n
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Show Tent, and Blues Without Borders
on Friday at 7 p.m. on the bandstand.

Rehab Roadhouse is a four-piece ensemble that specializes in
the intersect between B-side ’70s classic blues, and more modern
jam. Their setlist is a mix of originals and covers. Maybe you’ve
heard some of these bandmembers: Joel Palmer on vocals and
harmonica, Neil Kamman doing vocals and guitar, Dave Mack on
drums and Otto Funke on bass.

And Friday’s “Blues Without Borders” features vocal power-
house Deb Tier and the incendiary guitar playing of ScottyMac.
The talented rhythm section supporting these two consists of Jon
Randel on keys and second guitar, Mike “Uncle Joe” Burbank on
bass, and Dan “Freight Train of Rhythm” Whittemore on drums.
Expect to hear blues, rock, classics and songs from some of today’s
hottest acts.

But entertainment at Field Days goes way beyond musical per-
formances.

Just about everywhere you turn there will be some sort of enter-
tainment act going on.

(See Entertainment on Page 32)
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Continued from page 31

Here are some special things to look for:

* The Field Days Opening Parade steps off from near the trac-
tor pad at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. In honor of the fair’s diamond anni-
versary, the theme of this year’s parade is “75 Years of Memories
& Nostalgia!” All entrants are asked to assemble 45 minutes before
the parade start time on the east side of the tractor pad on the road
to the north of the parking area. There will be prizes for the winning
entries. Contact Benj Deppman at 724-1381, Diane Norris at 989-
4295 or any Field Days director if you plan to participate.

Ribbons will be awarded to the top three winning entries in the
parade.

* Head to the Show Tent on Wednesday at 7 p.m. when Addison
County DJ Amanda Rock will lead the ever-popular Karaoke Tal-
ent Night. Amada will help get the energy flowing so you all can
let your inner performer come out on stage. Sign up for a spot in the
show beginning at 6:30 p.m. You will probably find a few diamonds
in the rough among your Addison County neighbors when it comes
to singing.

CIRQUE ADVENTURE

There are a couple new things in the entertainment category that
you should take note of:

Cirque Adventure will provide shows three times daily at the
Show Area. This is an Acrobatic show that is almost guaranteed to
wow the crowds. This troupe does High Flying Aerial Acts, Amaz-
ing Ground Acrobatics, Trampoline Acts, Teeterboard Acts and
various other circus skills. They are high energy shows designed to
get your guests excited.

These talented acrobats perform at fairs all around the country,
and they will bring a smile to your face. Look for shows at 1, 3:30
FIREWORKS (See Entertainment on Page 33)

Good Luck to all Participants!

Glen Cousineau DVM, David Rockwell DVM,
Elizabeth Martens DVM, Stephanie Bandoski DVM, Emma Cijka, DVM
Office: Kim Miner, Krystal Ingwersen, Lab: Nikki Normandin

Providing medical and
surgical services to food
animals in Addison and

”"”he’",R””‘;’gg;"“””es Serving the Champlain Valley since 1887
since .
J.W. & D.E. Ryan Plumbing & Heating
2562 Vt Rt 22A, Bridport, VT 05734 155 Main Street, Vergennes

802-758-6888
www.valleywidevets.com

(802)877-3118 * www.jwderyan.com
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Continued from page 32

and 6 p.m. each day of Field Days.

If you like your entertainment motorized, then there is another
new act at Field Days this year that is up your alley. On Thursday
at 7 p.m. at the Tractor Pad. there will be what’s being billed as a
“Motorsports Rodeo” that will feature ATV and Side-by-Side Drag
Races with members of the public driving the vehicles! This event is
open to ATVs and Side by Sides and contested as double elimination.
Races will be started with a .400 Pro Tree starting lights and racers
will get their reaction time, elapsed time, and top speed at end of each
run. Printouts will be available for each racer after each run. Helmets
and proper clothing are required — long pants, shoes or boots: no
open-toed footware. Registration opens at 3 p.m. and racing starts
at 7 p.m.

PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

But not everything is new. On Thursday at 11 a.m. head to the
Show Tent, where girls and boys ages 4-10 will compete in the Pedal
Tractor Pull. This is the youngsters’ version of the real thing. Come
on down and watch the fun and cheer for your favorite puller. Pulling
tractor and sled is provided by Field Days. Sign-ups start at 10.

Another old favorite comes along at 9:15 p.m. on Saturday eve-
ning when Field Days entertainment draws to a close with a classic
— the Champlain Valley Equipment Closing Fireworks Display,
which will be set off east of the horse area but viewable throughout
the grounds.

APPEARING REGULARLY

In addition to all of the special performances above, the fair offers
a full slate of daytime entertainment, with some performers appear-
MOTORSPORTS RODEO (See Entertainment on Page 34)

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF ORWELL

100% of deposits are put to work in local loans.
Invested in our neighbors since 1863.

Main Street, Orwell Route 22A, Shoreham
(802) 948-2811 (802) 897-2265

Personal Service. Truly Local Banking.

Equal Housing Lender www.fnborwell.com Member FDIC
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ing each day, often several times. Here is a look at those:

* A popular performer returning this year is Pirate Man Dan, who
will be offering his “Pirate Adventure Experience” twice a day at the
Show Tent. Dan Jolley of Groton, an experienced clown, will offer
a fun show for all ages — he says, “even teenagers.” The friendly
pirate’s act includes balloons, magic, unicycling, stilts and bubbles.
One reviewer said Pirate Man Dan “put on a great show. Not only did
all the kids in the room enjoy him, but he had the adults all laughing
at his jokes.”

* Cairo Northern Clowns are scheduled to walk the grounds
daily to provide a smile and a laugh when you least expect it.

* Look for Buffalo Barfield’s “Unherd of Entertainment” to
tickle your funny bone in the show tent at various times. Gregg
“Buffalo” Barfield and his wife, Michele, have created a unique and
entertaining comedy and variety music show. The South Carolina-
based act’s unique blend of music and comedy has been described
as “Jeff Foxworthy meets Jimmy Buffett.” The show is a blend of
Americana, country, blues and oldies rock ’n’ roll music with a touch
of down home “clean” comedy. This one is good for the young kids.

* Tom Joyce, the Magic Man, will appear twice a day at the
bandstand. Check the schedule to see when he is performing. He’s
absolutely fabulous with the kids, but grown-ups will enjoy the show,
too. He’s funny, but his magic is actually mysterious — it’s the best
of both worlds

* Robinson’s Racing Pigs will run their hilarious competition
several times a day near the dairy area. It combines the livestock
portion of Field Days with the levity of an entertaining show.

 Also in the audience participation category, are two events at
mid-day on Wednesday: the Men’s Caber Toss at noon (men toss a
telephone pole (caber) end over end) and the Ladies’ Cast Iron Skil-
let Toss at 1 p.m. (ladies throw skillets for distance and accuracy).
Head to the tractor pad for this fun.

* Another contest of brute strength that is also a lot of fun to watch

TOM JOYCE, THE MAGIC MAN

is the armwrestling competition at the Show Tent on Friday eve-
ning. The kiddos will start it off with youths 16 and younger squaring
off in real, head-to-head competitions at 5 p.m. (get on the sign-up
sheet at 4 p.m.). After the learners have warmed up the audience, the
big boys and girls take their turn facing off against competitors in
their weight classes. Adult Armwrestling starts at 7 p.m. (weigh-ins
at 5 p.m.) with bouts in left- and right-hand.

PIRATE MAN DAN

CABER TOSS
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Shakin’ Bacon competes

at Field Days

By SAM LIPIN

Someone call the paparazzi,
because there are major ce-
lebrity sightings at the 2022
Addison County Fair & Field
Days. Snoop Hoggy Hog, Ar-
nold Shwarzehogger and Justin
Bieberque were sighted racing as
fast as their little legs can carry
them.

Robinson’s Racing Pigs, a reg-
ular at Field Days, will showcase
their pigs once again this year at
the annual fair, three times a day,
for a total of 15 races. In each
race, pigs small and large run
around a short track, vying for
the first place prize — an Oreo
cookie.

Paul and Carlotta Robinson
first raced their pigs almost 40
years ago at the Florida State
Fair in Tampa. It immediately
received warm receptions at fairs
around the country, even result-
ing in appearances on “The To-
night Show” with Johnny Carson
and Jay Leno.

After the Robinsons’ pass-
ing in the late *90s, Randy and
Sharon Ross have taken over the
attraction, bringing that same

sense of passion and entertain-
ment to fairs around the U.S. and
Canada.

“Young and old, people love
it,” Randy said. “When we first
started doing this 38 years ago,
we thought it would be a fad, but
here we are and people still love
it.”

Robinson’s Racing Pigs also
hopes to teach a thing or two
to kids and other fairgoers who
come to the shows.

“Most people when they think
of pigs, they think of fat, lazy
animals that just lay around
and don’t want to do anything,”
said Randy, who along with his
wife puts each pig through a
two-week training program to
prepare them to race. “Pigs are
intelligent; they want to learn.”

While the Rosses have con-
tinued the legacy and traditions
of the Robinsons before them,
they’ve also added a new kind of
race to the show: The Paddling
Porker Show.

Pigs compete four at a time per
usual but must swim a 24-foot-
long swimming pool before
emerging and continuing on their

way to the Oreo. Contestants in-
clude Belly Flop, Soggy Bacon,
Spamu and Tsunami Salami.

Randy and Sharon do this
year-round, taking their pigs to
around 30 events annually, with
approximately six weeks off for
vacation. Regardless, they have
no plans to stop anytime soon.

“I don’t want to do anything
else,” Randy said. “Everybody
asks me when I’ll retire and I tell
them, “When I can’t do it any-
more.””

Robinson’s Racing Pigs can
be seen daily at 12:30, 3:30 and
5:30 p.m. at the dairy area adja-
cent to the games and rides. Ran-
dy and Sharon will be giving out
ribbons to the lucky kids who
pick the winning pig, spreading
the victory to more than just the
hasty hogs.

“Most people when
they think of pigs,
they think of fat,
lazy animals that
just lay around and
don’t want to do
anything. Pigs are
intelligent; they
want to learn.”

— Randy Ross
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Addison County Fair & Field Days annual gala raffle

The Addison County Fair & Field Days Gala is held in March annually. This fundraiser ~ Paul & Mari Quesnel
is to help raise money for capital improvements to the fairgrounds. We appreciate all the gil}ll ggusaﬂglf}gras
: : 1 awn Livingston
support we have received to make the gala a success. A very special thank you to all who Phil & Diane Livingston

supported us this year.

4-Hills Farm

Aaron Ouellete

Abby & Trent Roleau
ACCS

ACMSA

Adam Minor

Addison County 4H Foundation
Agway

Alan & Debra Bessette
Alan & Jean Clark
Alyson Eastman
Amanda Vincent
American Legion

Amey Ryan

Anthony Mastergeorge
Anthony Neri

Ashley & Victor Atkins
Aubuchon Hardware
Bart Healy

Becky & Joe Allen

Benj & Lesley Deppman
Beth Stanway

Bhakta Spirits

Bill & Heidi Cunningham
Bill & Jenny Sheldrick
Bill Heffernan

Bill Sinks

Bill White

Bloomin Onion

Blue Spruce Farm

Bob & Nancy Sunderland
Bob Cyr

Bob Wadsworth & Peg Allen
Bourdeau Bros, Inc

Brad & Jill Thomas
Brian & Cindy Kayhart
Brian Desforges
Bridport Creamery
Brisson’s Doana Farm
Bristol Beverage
Broughton Farm Supply
Bruce & Hilary Hallock

Bruce Putnam & Elizabeth Clark

Bryan Ashley-Selleck
& Kenadi Datillio
Caleb Rockwood
Cara & Paul Mosier
Champlain Valley Motorsports

Chase Atkins

Cheryl Audet

Chris & Holly Acker
Chris Bessette

Clarence Deering
Clark-Wright Septic Service
Cleon & Helen Bigelow
Cloud Nine Charters
Colby Trudeau

Colin Foster

Cooper LaRoche

Correia Farm

Cory & Hilary Foote
County Tire Center
Courtney Debisschop
Courtyard by Marriott
Dale Briggs

David & Kathleen Briggs
Deb & Devon Karpak
Dennis Newton

Deppman Law

Dreamland Amusements
Drew Herrman

DuBois Farm

Earlene Smith

Earthworks

English BBQ-John Baker
English BBQ-Judy Baker
Ethan Gevry

Farm Credit East

Fetch Transportation

First National Bank of Orwell
Frank Galgano

G. Stone Motors

Gary & Dorothy Boutin
Gilbert Goodyear

Greg Wry

Hannah & Micah Shipman
Harold & Margaret Sunderland
Harold & Patricia Eastman
Harvey Smith

Herb Fisher

IPJ Real Estate

Jackman’s Of Bristol
James & Stephanie Ball
Janet & Dennis Piper
Jasmine & Justin Almeida
Jay & Georgia Best

Jeff & Anna Lester

Jeff & Lise Fifield

Jennifer & Tom Kennett

Jim & Joyce Foster

Jim Desmond-Scooter’s

Joe Degray

John & Michelle Butler

John & Vicki Vanderway

John Zecher & Regina Bird

Jolene Newton

Jordan Fleming & Ashlynn
Foster

Josh Parks

Joyce Briggs

Karen & Dave Baccei

Kathy & Chuck Kennett

Ken Button

Kim Kayhart

Kristin Joyal

Laberge Insurance

Larry & Joyce Sunderland

Laurie & Brad Clark

LedgeHaven Farm

Lee Greenwalt

Leonard & Linda Barrett

Linda Forbes

Maclntyre Services, LLC

MaKayla & Jordan Broughton

Mark & Chris Sickles

Mark & Dana Livingston

Mark & Nicky Foster

Matt & Missy DeBlois

Matt Broughton

Matt Senter

Megan & Clark Sutton

Megan Sutton-Child

Meigs Concession

Michael & Amy McLaughlin

Middlebury Inn

Mike Barrett

Mike Moore Heating

Mike’s Fuels

Monument Farms

Myrdith McKinley

National Bank of Middlebury

Packard of Vermont

Pat & Mel Harrison

Paul & Brenda Deering

Phoenix Feeds

Poulin Grain

Pratt’s Store-Corey

Pratt’s Store-Darwin & Sue

Ray & Bonnie Clark

Raymonde Bessette

Reed’s Equipment

Rheume Family Maple
Sugarworks

Richard & Joanne Reynolds

Richard Giddlings

RL Rubbish

Robert & Nancy Foster

Robin Davis

Ruth Hardy

Sandy Putnam

Sarah Peluso

Satch & Kathy Nisun

Satch Nisun CPA

Seth & Steph Pope

Skip Cray

Steve & Cady White

Steve & Jessie Norris

Steve & Sherry Ouellette

Summit Landworks

Susan James

Tata Harper

Terry & Diane Norris

The Richards Group

Tim & Julie Howlett

Tim & Melanie Paquette

Todd Garthaffner

Tom & Charlene Broughton

Tom & Darlene Pyle

Tony Neri

Tricia Foster

Valleywide Vet

Vergennes Masonic Association

Victor & Kelly Bolduc

Village Green Market

VTPA

Wade Acker

Watson Scott

Wayne & Diane Smith

West Addison General Store

Weybridge Garage

WhistlePig

William Roleau

Woodnotch Farm

Woodware

Zak Parks
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The sponsorship program that was implemented in
2000 has been a great success. Again, this year we are
offering four levels of sponsorship: Gold, Silver, Bronze,
and Friends of Field Days. We hope you recognize and
patronize our Sponsors.

Gold Sponsor: $2,500 & Up
Monument Farms ¢ Michael Barrett « Ken Button
Alan Clark ¢ Acker Excavation LLC ¢ Blue Spruce Farm
4-Hills Farm

Silver Sponsor: $1,000
Phoenix Feeds * WhistlePig « MUDD Radio

Bronze Sponsor: $500
JP Carrara * Bourdeau Bros. ¢ Bristol Electronics

Friend of Field Days Sponsor: $250
Anthony D Services ¢ Caroll, Boe, Pell & Kite PC
Fyles Bros * Valleywide Veterinary Services Inc.

7159-2562

4373 Rt 17 West
Addison, Vermont

Reed’s Equipment

S EhWe arjto
NddisSoniCounbygs
Days)!

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County
& Beyond Since 1988

Gl:;
[y

engineering for
a better world

Sadie Messenger

ADDISON:

West Addison General Store

BRANDON:

Brandon Discount Beverage

Champlain Farms

Gourmet Provence

Hannaford Supermarket

Jiffy Mart

Junction Store & Deli

Union Street Grocery

Walgreen's

BRIDPORT:

Pratt's Store

BRISTOL:
ADDISON COUNTY Bristol Country Store

INDEPENDENT ericldiscounteverage

Interested in selling the Addison Independent
at your business?

Call 802.388.4944 and speak to Sadie or email
frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Champlain Farms
Maplefields

Shaw's Supermarket
Walgreen's

EAST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac's Market | Citgo
Maplefields

Otter East Bakery & Deli
FERRISBURGH:

Jiffy Mart

LINCOLN:

Lincoln General Store
MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent Office
Champlain Farms
Costello's Market
Greg's Market
Hannaford Supermarket
Hare + Dog

Kinney Drugs
Maplefields

Stop by any of these 60+ locations for your copy of Addison
County's award-winning community newspaper!

Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op  SALISBURY:

Middlebury Short Stop
Otter Creek Bakery

Paris Farmers Union
Rosie's Restaurant
Shaw's Supermarket

The Stone Mill

Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Field Sports
Vermont's Own

Village Depot-Dunkin Donuts
Walgreen's

NEW HAVEN:

Jiffy Mart (7 &17)
Maplefields

Village Green Market

N. FERRISBURGH:

N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
ORWELL:

Buxton'’s Store

RIPTON:

Middlebury Discount Beverage Ripton Country Store

Kampersville Store

SHOREHAM:

Shoreham Service Center

STARKSBORO:

Jerusalem Corners Country
Store

VERGENNES:

BJ's Farm Supply

Champlain Farms

Community Market

Kinney Drugs

Shaw's Supermarket

Small City Market

Vergennes Wine

PAPERS ALSO AVAILABLE
AT:

Eastview at Middlebury

Helen Porter Rehabilitation &
Nursing

Porter Medical Center
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Tarry Ho’s mini horses bring big

smiles to Field Days

By MARIN HOWELL

If you stop by the Sara Mc-
Carty Children’s Barn at Addi-
son County Fair and Field Days,
you’re guaranteed to run into
Jim and Barbra Amblo, as well
as their team of miniature horses
named after Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs. The couple, who
owns Tarry Ho Miniature Horses
in Charlotte, have become famil-
iar faces at the Children’s Barn.
The Children’s Barn is named
in honor of Barbra’s sister, Sara
McCarty, who advocated for
venue in the 1980s.

“She fought and fought and
fought for this building, and
eventually they decided to build
it,” Jim said. “She made me
promise that I would do what
I could to keep this thing run-
ning.”

Since then, Barbra and Jim
have been an intrinsic part of the
Children’s Barn. They used to
bring chickens to show at Field
Days, though Jim said they ul-
timately moved into the horse
driving business they’re known
for now.

“We did the chickens for a
while, and then one time we
were down watching the draft
horse show,” Jim said. “The class
came out of eight-horse hitches,
I mean it was really something to
see.”

The winner of that class got
$500, and with that number
in mind the couple decided to
switch from showing chickens
to driving a hitch of miniature
horses.

Barbra started out driving a
pair, which quickly expanded
to a hitch of four horses. Jim
then came across the Budweiser
Hitch, a bright red Studebaker
wagon with 10 horses, and the
former builder was so inspired

JIM AND BARBRA Amblo’s miniature horses are a familiar part of the Sara McCarty Children’s Barn
at Addison County Fair and Field Days. Each year, the couple brings their hitch of miniature horses
to Field Days to educate and entertain the kids that wander into the barn.

Independent Photo/Marin Howell

“This is a hobby that started as a hobby
and turned into more than we ever

dreamed it would.”

that he built the couple’s bright
red Mini Budweiser Hitch Wag-
on. Unlike the Budweiser Hitch,
the couple’s hitch consists of
eight miniature horses.

Jim and Barbra, who at last
year’s fair were 87 and 84 years
old, respectively, have been
running the operation largely
by themselves since they got
into horse driving. Jim said the

— Jim Amblo

couple had no idea the venture
would turn into what it did.

“This is a hobby that started
has a hobby and turned into more
than we ever dreamed it would,”
Jim said.

Now each year, Jim and Bar-
bra bring their horses out to
Addison County Fair and Field
Days and the Champlain Valley
Fair. They’ve become a famil-

iar part of the Children’s Barn
at Field Days, sitting in the
barn each day to educate any-
one interested about their work
with the horses and to chat with
the new and familiar faces that
wander into the barn. They also
give a miniature horse team
hitching demonstration each
evening in the children’s barn-
yard.

For them, the best part of all
their work with the fair is edu-
cating and entertaining the kids
and they’re happy to get the
chance to do that each year.

“The best part is the chil-
dren,” Jim said. “If a child goes
out of that door crying, we’ve
not done our job.”
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The belpful staff from Paris Farmers Union invites you to

Visit us at Field Days

Stop in, visit our booth and say bello.

Find us between the FFA Food Booth and the Cow Palace!

Wood & Pellet Stoves

handling equipment
for horse & cattle

One of

LARGEST

New England’s

Stocking Dealers
of ADS Plastic
CULVERTS!

Feeds by:

Headquarters for feeds and supplies
for all your pets and farm animals

We Deliver!
Premium Wood Pellets,
Bricks and Blocks! Multiple
Brands to choose from. By
the bag or by the ton.

Sun-Mar Composting Toilets

Check out our
Liquid Storage Tanks
& expanded line of
Plastic
Fittings

Visit us

* Pectin
* Harvest Baskets
* Jars
Metal Sales Metal Roofing | .« yar Lids
Complete line for « Jar Rubbers

all your buildings.

Animal Grooming Supplies * Shampoos & Body Washes ¢ Shears * Wormers ¢ Hoof Shine
Clipper Sharpening * Harnesses, Halters & Leads ¢ Fly Control Spray ¢ Straw Hats

€3 Follow us on Facebook!

10 Store Locations in ME, NH & VT including
MIDDLEBURY ¢ ROUTE 7 SOUTH
802-388-3139 » middlebury@parisfarmersunion.net

Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8:30- 3

online: WWW.parisfarmersunion.com

Canning & Freezing Supplies
for all your prize winning
Garden Fruits & Vegetables

+ Canners
* Pickling Mixes

BARN FANS

to keep the air moving!




802.453.2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Thank you Addison County for your continued support
And for making us your preferred solar and heat pump installation team.

Whenyou're ready for solar or heat pump

installation we are here for you!

In1972, Dave Cobb started Bristol Electronics as a Main Street storefront.
Today, Bristol Electronicsis a four generation
installation business celebrating 51 years!

Timber the office dog, Chris Blanchard, Dave Cobb, Stephen Cobb

and the next generation to come.

We’'ll be at the fair! Swing by our booth if you’ll be there too!
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