
By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — Spring 
sports athletes at Middlebury, Mount 

Abraham, Vergennes and Otter 
Valley union high schools have 
already had their greatest wish for 
the spring granted.

They’re playing.
After having no season at all a year ago and then 

pandemic-shortened campaigns this past fall and winter, once again athletes are 
taking to fields, tennis courts and tracks, and they are competing. 

And not only that, sunny weather and temperatures in the 60s and 70s greeted them 
in their first week of practice, which began back on April 5.

OK, it’s Vermont. We’ve had snow more than once since then. But it’s not like 
wintry precipitation following that early warmth and sunshine is a metaphor for 

athletes having their hopes dashed this spring. That’s just the way the weather 
rolls in the 802. 

And even if the athletes don’t win games, medals, or titles, they’re still 
going to have fun in the weeks to come. As well as fitness and the lessons 
of teamwork and discipline — that’s why they do it, right?

Still, scores get kept, and heights and distances measured. There are 
legitimate hopes this spring.

Notably, two teams entered this season as defending champions: The 
Mount Abe softball team won its third straight Division II title in 2019 (the 
last time Vermont had spring championship games), and two years ago the 
VUHS-Mount Abe collaborative girls’ lacrosse team went undefeated on 
the way to its first D-II crown. Key players return to 
both.

And the VUHS track team brings back three 
runners who helped claim three D-III relay 

golds in 2019. 
Still, those three and all the other 

teams will look different. 
After all, all the juniors 
and seniors from 2019 

have graduated. 
So what will happen this spring? A 

school-by-school look is inside.
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
Surprising news at the area’s 

biggest high school came from the 
baseball program — it will compete 
at only the JV level. In terms 
of numbers, MUHS could have 
fielded a team: 18 athletes showed 
up. But school Activities Director 
Sean Farrell pointed out those 18 
consisted of five sophomores, 12 
freshmen and one junior.

Farrell and the coaching staff 
— including new varsity head 
coach Tim Paquette, a former 
college player and Vergennes 
standout — thought it best to look 
toward the future of the program 
and the athletes and stick with JV 
competition.  

Farrell also noted that former 
coach Charlie Messenger stepped 
down, while MUHS Softball Coach 
Polly Rheaume also regretfully 
stepped away due to work conflicts. 
Bob Cameron, who has middle 
school and youth softball coaching 
experience, agreed to take the 
softball program over. 

Almost all players who made the 
Tiger softball program competitive 
in 2018 and 2019 graduated, and 
Cameron will be looking to develop 
a team with two seniors, Olivia 
Audet, a 2019 veteran, and Jordan 
Bessette. They will be looking to 
supply leadership to nine juniors 
who were freshmen the last time 
Tiger softball players took the field.

Audet also helped the Tigers start 
strong, fanning 17 in their opening 
win, and younger athletes made 
clutch plays in what was an extra-
inning victory that boded well, 
as did their later win over a solid 

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Track and Field Team

Coach: Ben Weir
Name	 Grade
Owen Connelly	 12
Lucas Nelson	 12
Thomas Nevins	 12
Harper Sinclair	 12
Sofia Stefani	 12
Nicholas Suchomel	 12
Ethan Foster	 11
Viviana Hammond	 11
Ella Landis	 11
Zoe Noble	 11
Astrid Olsen	 11
Maddy Stowe	 11
Hannah Turner	 11
Greg Wilhelm	 11
Narges Anzali	 10
Trey Bosworth	 10
Helen Brayton	 10
Mary Conkllin	 10
Maddie Crowne	 10
Seina Dowgiewicz	 10
Mary Johnson	 10
Eliot Schneider	 10
Benjamin Seaton	 10
Ronen Silberman	 10
Toby Wells-Spackman	 10
Emersyn Brookman	 9
Baxter Harrington	 9
Hunter Lloyd	 9
Jonas McDermott	 9
Zachary Nevins	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Ultimate 

Coach: Dan Raabe
Name	 Grade
Anna Berg	 12
Megan Balparda	 11
Phoebe Hussey	 11
Melody Barenbaum	 10
Marjorie Christner	 10
Arianna Graham-Gurland	 10
Elise Heppell	 10
Liliana Luksch	 10
Vivian Ross	 10
Cat Carpenter	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse Team

Coach: Matt Rizzo
Name	 Grade
Mason Kaufmann	 12
Jackson Rizzo	 12
Bode Rubright	 12
Matthew Kiernan	 11
Joseph Pellerin	 11
Willem Berry	 10
John Boglioli	 10
Kegan Brown	 10
Devon Cyr	 10
Henry Hunsdorfer	 10
Evan Krizo	 10
Owen Lawton	 10
Tyler Quesnel	 10
Penn Riney	 10
Cole Schnoor	 10
Cameron Stone	 10
Charles Stone	 10
Henry Wagner	 10
Fynn Whitlock	 10
Casey Calzini	 9
Julian Cotell	 9
Noah Doherty-Konczal	 9
Toby Draper	 9
Jackson Gillett	 9
August Hodde	 9
Zach Jette	 9
Gavin McNulty	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Tennis Team

Coach: Dan Comar
Name	 Grade
Antonio Abdul Sater	 12
Abel Anderson	 12
Aiden Cole	 12
Andrew Giorgio	 12
Oliver Poduschnick	 12
Karic Riche	 12
Sasha Meyers	 11
Aidan Chance	 10
Clyde Malhotra	 10
Iver Anderson	 9
Kellan Bartlett	 9
Edward Fallis	 9
Brian Newton	 9
Elliott Slavin	 9
Silas Taylor	 9
Henry Weston	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Softball Team

Coach: Bob Cameron
Name	 Grade
Olivia Audet	 12
Jordyn Bessette	 12
Taylor Betourney	 11
Hannah Cameron	 11
Riley Farrell	 11
Patience Hanley	 11
Olivia McCray	 11
Lily Russell	 11
Abigail Stafford	 10
Makayla Swan	 10
Emma Deering	 9
Sienna Rubright	 9
Isabella Wilbur	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse Team

Coach: Brandi Whittemore
Name	 Grade
Lydia Deppman	 12
Camryn Jaring	 12
Kaitlyn McNamara	 12
Clara Wolff	 12
Ivy Doran	 11
Reese Fitzgerald	 11
Sophie Larocque	 11
Fairley Olson	 11
Kenene Otis	 11
Alanna Trudeau	 11
Naomi Brightman	 10
Nyna Cole	 10
Elisabeth Crawford	 10
Hana Doria	 10
Lia Robinson	 10
Nora Wootten	 10
Ella Tucker	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Tennis Team

Coach: Jill Dunn
Name	 Grade
Lois Alberts	 12
Abby Bailey	 12
Elizabeth Bright	 12
Emma Franklin	 12
Bridget Graham	 12
Gwen Troumbley	 12
Julia Bartlett	 11
Talia Cotroneo	 11
Kaya Wright	 11
Scarlet Carrara	 10
India Choudhury	 10
Paige Hescock	 10
Audrey Carpenter	 9
Amelia Coburn	 9
Sophie Mason	 9
Abby Morsman	 9
Caroline Nicolai	 9

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Ultimate 

Coach: Michelle Steele
Name	 Grade
Lucas Broughton	 12
Timothy Hunsdorfer	 12
Kyle Mitchell	 12
Zacharias Burrows	 11
Ira Carling	 11
Owen Hamilton	 11
Reilly Lawson	 11
Jordan Martin	 11
Nathaniel McVeigh	 11
Jackson Poppenga	 11
Jared Rancour	 11
Lief Reiderer	 11
Layne Chant	 10
William Ingham	 10
Finn O’Neill	 10
Lewis Suchomel	 10

VUHS team that pushed their record 
to 2-1. Many of those newcomers 
look ready for prime time. 

Coach Matt Rizzo’s Tiger boys’ 
lacrosse team also contains a large 
junior class and a few seniors — 
attacker Bode Rubright, midfielder 
Mason Kaufmann and goalie Jack 
Rizzo — who helped the Tigers 
reach the D-I semifinal round two 
years ago. 

Among the many talented juniors 
is defender Matthew Kiernan, who 
saw time as freshman. 

The Tigers should be solid in the 
back, always a good place to start 
when putting together a strong 
team. They also opened the season 

well, thumping host Burlington in 
their opener, 15-2. 

Coach Brandi Whittemore’s 
2019 girls’ lacrosse team was in 
rebuilding mode after a senior-
dominated 2018 team won its 
second straight D-I title. That’s not 
a bad thing for 2021, because many 
key players two years ago were 
freshmen and sophomores and are 
still with the program. 

Four of those returners are 
seniors: goalie Lydia Deppman, 
defender/midfielder Kaitlyn 
McNamara, and attackers/
midfielders Cam Jaring and Clara 
Wolff. Multi-sport athletes like 

Middlebury Union High School

(See Middlebury, Page 3C)

Spring Sport Rosters

We are proud sponsors of the
Middlebury Atletico kids’ soccer program!

Mon – Thurs 8am – 5pm, Fri 8am – 2pm 
1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107, Middlebury 

802-388-3553 • Middleburydentalvt.com 

We hope all area athletes have
 a wonderful spring season!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

We’ve Got You Covered…

COLOR
YOURSELF INSPIRED

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

Wishing all 

student athletes 

a fantastic spring 

season!
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Ivy Doran, Sophie Larocque and 
Fairley Olson are among seven 
juniors, and another junior, Alanna 
Trudeau, racked up six goals in the 
Tigers’ opening 13-2 victory over 
Brattleboro this month. 

And younger players include 
starters in other varsity sports. It 
all adds up to what should be a 
competitive season for the Tiger 
girls’ lax squad. 

Turnout for Coach Jill Dunn’s 
girls’ tennis program was 
encouraging, with 18 athletes 
signing up. The Tiger girls have 
demonstrated enthusiasm, even 
if they have not enjoyed the same 
level of success on the court as the 
boys’ program. 

Dunn is confident that could 
change this year, as six seniors 
return: Abby Bailey, Elizabeth 
Bright, Lois Alberts, Emma 
Franklin, Bridget Graham and 
Gwen Troumbley, plus three 
juniors with experience from 2019, 
including No. 2 player on the 
ladder Julia Bartlett.

Another eight freshmen and 
sophomores were looking to crack 
the top nine on the playing ladder, 

and two did: Freshman Scarlett 
Carrara took over as the No. 1 
singles player, and sophomore 
Abby Morsman opened at No. 3 on 
the ladder as the Tigers swept Rice, 
7-0, in their first match without 
dropping a set. 

Another new coach takes over, 
at least as an interim, for the boys’ 
tennis program. Ken Schoen, 
who has helped the Tiger boys to 
winning seasons in recent years, 
bowed out due to his workplace 
COVID requirements. Taking over 
is MUHS teacher Dan Comar, who 
Farrell said has tennis coaching 
experience. 

Five experienced players return: 
seniors Abel Anderson, Andy 
Giorgio, Karic Riche, Aiden Cole 
and Oliver Poduschnik. There are 
three juniors and sophomores, 
and seven freshmen, some of 
whom already have a strong tennis 
background, signed on. 

A continuation of the program’s 
winning streak would be no 
shocker, and certainly the team’s 
future looks bright. The Tigers had 
not yet played as of this writing. 

Meanwhile, Ultimate, the 
newest varsity sport at MUHS, has 
doubled in size. Maybe not exactly 

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Tennis 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/27	 Colchester	 3:30 p.m.
4/29	 CVU	 3:30 p.m.
4/30	 North Country	 4 p.m.
5/8	 Harwood	 12 p.m.
5/10	 U-32	 3:30 p.m.
5/12	 Spaulding	 4 p.m.
5/17	 BFA St Albans	 4 p.m.
5/21	 @ North Country	 3:30 p.m.
5/25	 Harwood 	 4 p.m.
5/26	 @ U-32	 3:30 p.m.
5/28	 @ Spaulding	 3:30 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Tennis 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/24	 Rice	 W, 7-0
4/27	 @ Colchester	 3:30 p.m.
5/4	 Otter Valley	 3:30 p.m.
5/6	 BFA St. Albans	 4 p.m.
5/8	 @ Harwood	 12 p.m.
5/10	 @ Spaulding	 4 p.m.
5/17	 @ BFA St. Albans	 3:30 p.m.
5/19	 @ Montpelier	 3:30 p.m.
5/21	 North Country	 4 p.m.
5/25	 Harwood	 3:30 p.m.
5/26	 U-32	 4 p.m.
5/28	 Spaulding	 4 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Softball 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/20	 CVU	 W, 7-6
4/22	 @ Colchester	 L, 9-1
4/24	 Vergennes	 W, 12-5
4/27	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
4/29	 @ Rice	 4:30 p.m.
5/4	 @ Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/6	 @ BFA Fairfax	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 Mt. Abraham	 11 a.m.
5/11	 @ Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/13	 @ Vergennes	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @ Milton	 11 a.m.
5/18	 Rice	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 BFA Fairfax	 11 a.m.
5/25	 @ Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/17	 Brattleboro	 W, 13-2
4/26	 @ Essex	 4 p.m.
4/28	 Burlington	 4 p.m.
5/1	 Mt. Anthony	 11 a.m.
5/4	 CVU	 4:30 p.m.
5/7	 South Burlington	 4:30 p.m.
5/10	 Burr & Burton	 4:30 p.m.
5/11	 @ Mt. Mansfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/14	 Essex	 4:30 p.m.
5/18	 @ Burlington	 4:30 p.m.
5/21	 @ CVU	 4:30 p.m.
5/25	 @ South Burlington	 4:30 p.m.
5/28	 Mt. Mansfield	 4:30 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
Boys’ Ultimate 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/20	 @ South Burlington	 4 p.m.
4/22	 @ CVU	 4 p.m.
4/26	 Vermont Commons	 4 p.m.
4/29	 Colchester	 4 p.m.
5/1	 Montpelier	 11 a.m.
5/4	 Milton	 4 p.m.
5/11	 Essex	 4 p.m.
5/15	 @ St Johnsbury	 11 a.m.
5/18	 @ Rice	 4 p.m.
5/20	 @ Spaulding	 4 p.m.
5/22	 @ BFA	 11 a.m.
5/25	 Mt. Mansfield	 4 p.m.
5/27	 @ Burlington	 4 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
Girls’ Ultimate 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/27	 Burlington	 4 p.m.
4/29	 @ St. Johnsbury	 4 p.m.
5/1	 @ BFA Fairfax	 12:15 a.m.
5/4	 @ CVU	 4 p.m.
5/6	 South Burlington	 4 p.m.
5/8	 St. Johnsbury	 11 p.m.
5/11	 @ Montpelier	 4 p.m.
5/15	 Montpelier	 11 a.m.
5/18	 BFA Fairfax	 4 p.m.
5/20	 @ South Burlington	 4 p.m.
5/22	 CVU	 11 a.m.
5/25	 @ Burlington	 4 p.m.

in numbers, but there are now 
Tiger boys’ and girls’ teams rather 
than one coed team. And another 
new coach: Daniel Raabe joins the 
program to coach the girls’ team, 
while program founder, Michelle 
Steele, will stick with the boys’ 
squad. 

Almost all the athletes, especially 
on the girls’ side, are new faces in 
the program. There are 17 members 
of the boys’ team, including seniors 
Timothy Hunsdorfer, Lucas 
Broughton and Kyle Mitchell, 
who will toss the flying disks 
around, which can’t be referred 
to in promotional material as they 
typically are conversationally for 
trademark reasons. (Psst: They’re 
called “Frisbees.”)

Anna Berg is the only senior on 
the 10-strong girls’ team. Games 
are played on the Ultimate Field, 
which football players used in the 
fall. 

Another new coach this spring 
at MUHS takes over the school’s 
track and field program: He is 
MUHS teacher Ben Weir. 

Given the Middlebury College 
track is off limits this spring due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, Farrell 
said Weir is an ideal coach for 
the team because he previously 
led the track and field program at 
Randolph High School — a school 
without a track.

Few athletes returned from the 
2019 team. Those returning include 
Hannah Turner, Astrid Olson and 
Viviana Hammond on the girls’ 
side, and Nicholas Suchomel 
among the boys. 

Cross-country runners who fared 
well in the fall could help in the 
distance events, including Ella 
Landis, Seina Dowgiewicz, Sofia 
Stefani, Baxter Harrington, Ethan 
Foster and Thomas Nevins.

Middlebury Union High School

(Middlebury,continued
 from Page 2C)

Schedules

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Track and Field 

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/28	 @ Burlington	 3:30 a.m.
5/10	 @ Colchester	 3:30 p.m.
5/21	 @ Burlington	 3:30 p.m.
6/1	 @ Mt. Mansfield -
	 Last Chance	 3:30 p.m.
6/5	 States @ South
	 Burlington	 9:30 a.m.

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/17	 @ Burlington	 W, 15-2
4/27	 Essex	 4 p.m.
4/30	 @ South Burlington	 4 p.m.
5/3	 BFA St. Albans	 4:30 p.m.
5/5	 Mt. Mansfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 @ Woodstock	 11 a.m.
5/10	 @ CVU	 4:30 p.m.
5/12	 Burlington	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @ Essex	 11 a.m.
5/17	 South Burlington	 4:30 p.m.
5/19	 @ BFA St. Albans	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 @ Mt. Mansfield	 11 a.m.
5/26	 Rutland	 4:30 p.m.
5/29	 CVU	 11 a.m.

Good Luck 
Tigers!

We Support
All of Our 

High School 
Teams!

county tire 
keeps you 

in the game

Serving Addison County since 1989

John Fuller,  
Master Plumber

“We Have
Tiger Pride!”

We respect and admire  
your perseverance. 

Congratulations on your dedication —  
we’ll be proudly rooting for you all season long!

NMLS# 403372
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Vergennes Union High School

Spring Sport Rosters
Vergennes Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse Team

Coach: Marikate Kelley
Name	 Grade
Harriet Anderson	 12
Sophie Davis	 12
Rebekah Duprey	 12
Marley Keith	 12
Hannah Kelly	 12
Savannah Scrodin	 12
Ashley Tierney	 12
Sadie Thomas	 12
Sydney Weber	 12
Elena Bronson 	 11
Ava Doherty-Konczal	 11
Illia Dennison	 11
Annika Funke	 11
Halle Huizenga	 11
Molly Laurent	 11
Ryley Olsen	 11
Carly Rougier	 11
Remi Shepard	 11
Cassandra Guillemette	 10

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Softball Team

Coach: Travis Scribner
Name	 Grade
Karrie Ayer	 12
Emalie Gernander	 12
Sydney Jewell	 12
Jordan Kimball	 12
Jordan Norris	 12
Sierra Bertrand	 11
Anna Carr	 11
Ella Hameline	 11
Kaitlyn Little	 11
Felicia Poirier	 11
Audrey Scribner	 11
Audrey Tembreull	 11
Bethany Bresnick	 10
Samantha Hallock	 10
Jasmine Little	 10

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Track Team

Coaches: Brad Castillo
Name	 Grade
Xander DeBlois	 12
Adam Galuszka	 12
Aidan Gebo	 12
Ben Huston	 12
Jarret Muzzy	 12
Gabriel Payne-Vinick	 12
Gabe Praamsma	 12
Adam Sausville	 12
Jonathan Willis	 12
Anna Carr	 11
Allison Croke	 11
Madeline Degraaf	 11
Mykenzie Duffy	 11
Ella Hameline	 11
Rhode Miguel	 11 
Geneva Verburg	 11
Shamus Rooney	 10
Acadia Clark	 9
Riley Gagnon	 9
Madelyn Giroux	 9
Calvin Gramling	 9
Ryder Messinger	 9
Siobhan Potter	 9
Calder Rakowski	 9

By ANDY KIRKALDY
The Commodores upped the ante 

in 2019 with some notable team 
performances. 

The VUHS baseball team carved 
its way through the Division-III 
tournament before falling to top 
seed White River Valley in the final. 
The team, like every other team, 
saw key players pick up diplomas 
after that season. 

But its top three pitchers were 
all sophomores then: Jarret Muzzy, 
Tucker Stearns and Barret Barrows, 
and all are back. Also returning are 
seniors Jake Russell, pegged to 
catch, and infielder Xavier DeBlois 
to help key what could be another 
deep postseason run for Coach 
Dwight Burkett’s crew. 

The Commodores hit some 
stormy weather right out of port, 
losing twice, once to a strong D-I 
team and once when an opposing 
hurler tossed a two-hit gem at them. 
But they are a good bet to right the 
ship.

Similarly, Coach Brad Castillo’s 
VUHS track team also returns three 
runners who were sophomores 
then and ran on a trio of state 

championship D-III relay teams: 
Ben Huston, Gabe Praamsma and 
DeBlois. Other members of this 
year’s baseball squad will do double 
duty to help the Commodores 
compete in the relays again.

Many girls’ soccer players also 
joined the track group this year and 
should give that half of the squad 
a chance to represent VUHS on the 
D-III medal stand. 

Unlike most teams this spring, 
VUHS Softball Coach Travis 
Scribner could start an entire team 
of returning players from his 2019 
squad. That young Commodore 
group showed promise that season 

and took D-II finalist Otter Valley 
into extra innings in the first round 
of the playoffs before falling. 

Third baseman Ema Gernander, 
catcher Karrie Ayer and outfielder 
Jordan Kimball are the senior 
veterans, while juniors like pitcher/
infielder Sierra Bertrand, shortstop 
Audrey Tembreull, first baseman 
Felicia Poirier, outfielders Audrey 
Scribner and Jordan Norris and 
utility players Ella Hameline and 
Anna Carr all played key roles two 
years ago. 

Five newcomers join the 
returners. One, sophomore Bethany 

(See Vergennes, Page 5C)

Vergennes Union High School
Baseball Team 

Coach: Dwight Burkett
Name	 Grade
Barret Barrows	 12
Zachary Botala	 12
Xander DeBlois	 12
Adam Galuszka	 12
Hunter Morin 	 12
Jarret Muzzy	 12
Gabriel Payne-Vinick 	 12
Jake Russell	 12
Tucker Stearns 	 12
Timothy Ashley 	 11
Xavier DeBlois	 10
Elijah Duprey	 10

Have a 
Great Season!

Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

PROPANE • ULTRA LOW SULFUR FUEL OIL • KEROSENE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • jackmanfuels.com

Best of Luck to all of our 
Student Athletes this Spring!

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.

231 Court Street Middlebury  • 802-388-3533 • www.addisonwellnesspt.com

Matt Horne, PT, CSCS 
Tracy Horne, PT

Leila Kiernan, PT, DPT 
Kristi Myers, PTA
and coming soon ... 

Jodi Belisle Eddy, PT

Our staff would like to 
wish the athletes of 
Addison County the 
best of luck in the 
spring sports season!
We are here to cheer 
you on the sidelines 
and support your 
recovery should your 
hard work require some 
TLC.
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Vergennes Union High School

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Track

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
5/1	 @ South Burlington	 2 p.m.
5/4	 @ MIlton	 3:30 p.m.
5/8	 @ Fair Haven	 10 a.m.
5/12	 @ Essex	 3:30 p.m.
5/29	 @ Essex	 9 a.m.
6/1	 @ State Championships
		  9:30 a.m.

(Vergennes,continued
 from Page 4C)

Bresnick, got the pitching win in 
the Commodores’ 13-1 opening 
win over Poultney, striking out 14 
batters and allowing one hit in five 
innings. 

Coach Scribner said Bresnick 
will be his No. 1, but he is also 
committed to developing pitching 
depth with Bertrand and Poirier, 
although MUHS gave them trouble 
in a second-game loss. 

It’s also worth noting this spring 
Commodore softball will compete 
not in in D-II, but in D-III — 
where already this academic year 
two VUHS girls’ teams reached 
championship games. 

Finally, Coach Marikate Kelley’s 
Commodore lax team has a tough 
act to follow — itself. It’s hard to 
improve on a perfect season, but 
hopes are high simply because of 
how young the squad was when it 

ran the D-II table two years ago.
Among senior returners are 

midfielder Hannah Kelly; attackers 
Sydney Weber (actually a 2018 vet) 
Sophie Davis, Harriet Anderson and 
Marley Keith; defender Savannah 
Scrodin; and goalie Ashley Tierney. 
Sydney Weber started as a 2018 
freshman but was abroad in 2019. 
Key juniors who played in 2019 
include middie Txuxa Konczal, 
attacker Ryley Olsen, and defenders 
Molly Laurent and Elena Bronson.

Plenty of others looked ready 
to contribute as the Commodores 
opened with a dramatic win over 
defending D-I champion South 
Burlington before coasting in their 
next two games, 14-1 and 17-1. 

And in a response to an email that 
sought IDs for players in preseason 
photos, Coach Kelley used four 
words that spoke for all involved in 
spring sports this year:

“Excited to start playing.”

Spring Sport Schedules
Vergennes Union High School

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/17	 @ South Burlington	 W, 10-8
4/20	 Lamoille	 W, 14-1
4/27	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
4/30	 @ U-32	 4:30 p.m.
5/5	 @ Hartford	 4:30 p.m.
5/10	 Stowe	 4:30 a.m.
5/12	 Harwood	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @Milton	 6:30 p.m.
5/17	 U-32	 4:30 p.m.
5/19	 @ Lamoille	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 Hartford	 11 a.m.
5/26	 @ GMVS	 4:30 p.m.
5/29	 @ Stowe	 11 a.m.

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Softball

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/20	 Poultney	 W, 13-1
4/24	 @ MUHS	 L, 12-5
4/27	 Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
4/29	 @ Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/4	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/6	 @ Rice	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 BFA Fairfax	 11 a.m.
5/11	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/13	 MUHS	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @ Mt. Abraham	 11 a.m.
5/18	 Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 @ Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 Rice	 11 a.m.
5/25	 @ Fairfax	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 @ Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Baseball

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/23	 @ Colchester	 4:30 p.m.
4/24	 @ Enosburg	 11 a.m.
4/27	 Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
4/29	 Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/4	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/6	 @ Missisquoi	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 Mt. Abraham	 11 a.m.
5/11	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/13	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @ Mt. Abraham	 11 a.m.
5/18	 Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 @ Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 Missisquoi	 11 a.m.
5/25	 @Rice	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 @ Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.

Good
Luck

VUHS!

Community.
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A meditation

on waiting

(See Dickerson, Page 2B)

(See Schedule, Page 2B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 

boys’ hockey team on Saturday held 

off a late rally by visiting Spaulding 

to prevail, 5-4, in the opening 

Division I game for both teams. 

Goals by Hale Hescock and 

Kamrin Bartlett 1:10 apart midway 

through the third period gave 

the Tigers a 5-2 lead, enough to 

withstand goals by the Tide’s Jesse 

King and Evan Parent down the 

stretch. Parent’s strike, with 1:11 to 

go, was his second of the game and 

he also assisted a goal. Tide goalie 

Grant Otis stopped 23 shots.

Joey Niemo, Ryan Nadeau and 

Aaron Larocque also scored for 

the Tigers, while Devon Kearns 

and Tucker Stearns each picked up 

two assists. Logan Pierson-Flagg 

and Bode Rubright added an assist 

apiece, and goalie Jeffrey Stearns 

made 23 saves. 

The Tigers were set to visit Lake 

Placid on Wednesday night and 

will next host their annual holiday 

tournament on Friday and Saturday, 

Dec. 28 and 29. 

Tiger boys stem 

the Tide in hockey

Girls’ hockey falls 

to SeaLakers, 5-3

MIDDLEBURY — Visiting 

Colchester-Burlington defeated the 

Middlebury Union High School girls’ 

hockey team on Saturday, 5-3. The 

SeaLakers improved to 2-0, while 

the Tigers dropped to 1-1 heading 

into a Wednesday evening game at 

home vs. D-II rival Woodstock.

Madison Chagnon and Ruby Wool 

paced the SeaLakers with two goals 

apiece, and goalie Ally Peeters made 

seven saves.
Aleta Mathers, Izzy Pistilli and 

Taylor Moulton each scored for the 

Tigers, and Carlisle Brush picked up 

two assists. Goalie Lydia Deppman 

stopped 19 shots. 

The Tigers will also host their 

annual holiday tournament on Friday 

and Saturday, Dec. 28 and 29. 

Local basketball teams pick up victories

Tiger boys’ Nordic 

team opens with win

MUHS girls fifth in Rikert skate meet

(See Nordic, Page 3B)

(See Boys’  basketball, Page 2B)

(See Stein, Page 2B)

Mt. Abe P.E. teacher 

to lead Eagle football

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey

12/15 Colch/Burl vs. MUHS .....................
5-3

12/19 Woodstock at MUHS ...................L
ate

Boys’ Hockey

12/15 MUHS vs. Spaulding ....................
.5-4

12/19 MUHS at Lake Placid ..................L
ate

Girls’ Basketball

12/14 Hazen vs. VUHS .....................
...53-45

12/15 OV vs. Proctor ...................
........33-29

12/18 Mt. Abe vs. OV .....................
......53-50

12/19 VUHS at Harwood ....................
...Late

Boys’ Basketball

12/14 OV vs. Proctor ...................
........59-50

12/15 MUHS vs. Enosburg ..................6
6-45

12/17 Mt. Abe vs. Winooski .................7
6-30

12/18 MUHS vs. OV ....................
........66-59

12/19 Mill River at Mt. Abe .....................
Late

COLLEGE SPORTS

Men’s Basketball

12/17 Midd. vs. Pitt.-Bradford ..............72-53

12/18 Midd. vs. Hilbert ..................
.......95-87

COLLEGE SPORTS

Men’s Basketball

12/17 Midd. vs. Pitt.-Bradford .............. 2 PM

12/18 Midd. vs. Hilbert ..................
....... 3 PM

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey

12/22 St. Albans at MUHS ................... 7 PM

12/28 Rutland at MUHS .....................
.. 5 PM

12/29 Spaulding at MUHS ................... 5 PM

Boys’ Hockey

12/22 MUHS at Burr & Burton ............. 7 PM

12/26 MUHS at CVU ....................
.. 7:35 PM

12/28 L. Placid at MUHS (Tourn) ......... 7 PM

12/28 Tourn. Consolation/Final ......... 3/7 PM

Girls’ Basketball

12/20 MUHS at OV .....................
......... 7 PM

12/21 Mt. Abe at Fair Haven ................ 7 PM

12/22 Mt. Ave vs. B&B at FHU ....... 3:30 PM

12/28 OV at West Rutland ................... 7 PM

12/29 MUHS at Milton ...................1
1:30 PM

12/29 U-32 at Mt. Abe ................... 12:30 PM

12/29 VUHS at Montpelier .............. 2:30 PM

Boys’ Basketball

12/21 VUHS at OV ....................
.......... 7 PM

12/21 Mill River at MUHS ....................
7 PM

12/22 Fair Haven at VUHS ............. 2:30 PM

12/27 Harwood at VUHS ....................
. 7 PM

12/27 Mt. Abe at Randolph .................. 7 PM

12/27 MUHS at Colchester .................. 7 PM

ScheduleSchedule

CORRECTION: Our Dec. 17 

article on the Vergennes Union High 

School boys’ basketball team’s Dec. 

13 game used an incorrect first name 

for a Commodore junior athlete who 

made a critical steal at the conclusion 

of the third quarter. The player’s cor-

rect full name is Zeke McGee. The 

reporter apologizes for the error. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham-Vergennes cooperative 

football team has a new head 

coach, Mount Abraham Union High 

School physical education teacher 

and former Champlain Valley Union 

football team defensive coordinator 

Jeffrey Stein.
According to Mount Abe Athletic 

Director Devin Wendel, Stein will 

bring to the program “a strong 

defensive package and skillset.”

Wendel noted that in addition 

to serving as CVU’s defensive 

coordinator Stein was selected as 

the 2018 Vermont Shrine Maple 

Sugar Bowl team’s linebacker 

coach, helping the team to hold 

Hampshire to fewer than 14 points 

and 208 yards this past summer. 

Stein has also coached at several 

schools in North Carolina including 

at his alma mater, East Surry High 

School, where he became an all-

state linebacker in 2002 and an all-

conference linebacker from 2000 

to 2002. Stein was also a decorated 

linebacker at Averett University 

from 2003 to 2007.

“With his strong presence at 

Mount Abraham as a PE teacher 

we are excited to have him lead our 

MOUNT ABE PE teacher Jeffrey Stein, shown coaching defense 

at CVU, has been hired to be head coach of the Mount Abraham-

Vergennes cooperative football program. Courtesy photo

By ANDY KIRKALDY

RIPTON — The Middlebury 

Union High School boys’ Nordic 

team opened its season by taking 

first among nine scoring teams at a 

Saturday meet at Rikert Nordic Cen-

ter in Ripton, while the Tiger girls 

were fifth among 10 scoring teams. 

Both races were skate style. 

A dozen schools in all sent skiers 

to a major early-season meet hosted 

by the Tiger teams, which have 

swept the Division II titles in each of 

the past two winters. 

The four Tigers who scored for the 

boys’ team each played in the top 11: 

Elvis McIntosh in third, Owen Palc-

sik and Lucas Palcsik tied for sixth, 

and Will Carpenter in 11th. 

MUHS scored 26 points, with 

Champlain Valley (55) in second, 

followed by BFA St. Albans (73), 

Mount Mansfield (78), Colchester 

(79), Lyndon (126), Harwood (143), 

Burlington (153) and Essex (162). 

St. Albans’ Brook Hodgeman won 

the race. 
Malia Hodges topped the Tiger 

girls by taking fourth, and Mount 

Abraham independent Addy Harris 

finished ninth. Harwood’s Ava Thur-

ston won the girls’ race. 

MMU (35) took the team gold, 

followed by CVU (56), Harwood 

(79), Colchester (84), MUHS (94), 

Peoples Academy (101), BFA St. 

Albans (135), Burlington (173), 

and Lyndon and Essex (tied at 196). 

South Burlington competed in both 

MUHS boys’ 

teamwork 

is too much 

for Otters

ADDISON COUNTY — Middlebury, Otter 

Valley and Mount Abraham all picked up victo-

ries in recent boys’ basketball action. 

Vergennes was idle earlier this week, but will 

visit OV on Friday. 

The Tigers also hosted the Otters on Tuesday; 

see story on Page 1B.

TIGERS
On Saturday the Tigers erupted in the second 

half to pull away from Enosburg in a 66-45 

victory. Enosburg trailed by one in the second 

quarter, but the Tigers scored the final six points 

of the first half and then coasted after the break 

to make Coach John Howe a winner in his 

MUHS debut. 

Spencer Cadoret sank five threes on the way 

to a 21-point night for MUHS, and Parker Be-

Fishing involves patience and 

waiting.
Even fly fishing, which always has 

been an active sport for me — I can 

traverse a couple miles of river in a 

morning of fishing, and even when 

I’m not migrating along a riverbank 

I’m constantly on my feet moving 

my arms — still involves a fair bit 

of waiting. Sure, there are rare days 

when my arm gets sore fighting one 

fish after another, but most often 

are the days when for every minute 

I spend landing a fish, I spend 15 or 

20 or 30 minutes waiting for one to 

strike. When I 

nymph fish, I’m 

drifting my fly 

across the bottom 

of the stream with 

as little drag as 

possible waiting 

for something to 

take it. Dry fly 

fishing often involves dropping a 

little mayfly imitation atop the water 

and letting it sit perfectly still. 

Ice fishing especially — at least 

the type I practice — is an exercise in 

waiting. About an hour before dawn, 

I head out onto the ice and drill my 

five to 10 holes. Thirty minutes be-

fore dawn, when the legal fishing day 

begins, I rush to get all my rigs in the 

water: baiting each hook with a live 

shiner minnow, dropping them down 

to varying depths, placing my tip-up 

down in the hole I just drilled, and 

then setting the spring-loaded flags 

to alert me if a fish takes the bait. Yet 

after that busy flurry of activity, it’s 

just waiting. 
Some years I don’t have to wait 

long. One year, I hadn’t even gotten 

my third tip-up baited before a four-

and-a-half-pound landlocked salmon 

had sprung the flag on the first one. 

There are years when I’ve caught my 

limit by mid-morning. Most years, 

though, my flags are out all day just to 

bring in two or three fish. Some years, 

I don’t even see a flag up until three 

hours after dawn. One year I didn’t 

catch a fish until the third day of the 

season.
As our climate has warmed over 

the past 50 years, the season for ice 

has noticeably shortened. On the 

lake in Maine where my family has 

spent lots of time, we wait longer 

(See OV, MUHS hoops, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — Ball move-

ment, rebounding and defense are 

tried-and-true elements of successful 

basketball. 
And on Tuesday vs. visiting Otter 

Valley, the Middlebury Union High 

School boys’ team racked up 22 as-

sists; outrebounded the Otters, 37-28, 

including 20-12 in the decisive second 

half; and held talented OV senior 

guard Dylan Mackie to nine points, 

the first time in three games Mackie 

had scored fewer than 20. 

The result was a 66-59 victory that 

pushed the Tigers to 2-0, and at the 

same time was the 2-1 Otters’ first 

loss. 
First-year Tiger Coach John Howe 

afterward pointed to those assists, 

which by his calculation led to 48 of 

the Tigers’ 66 points. Howe said in 

the Tigers’ first game, a 66-45 win 

at Enosburg, more than half of their 

points came directly from assists. 

“They played beautifully,” Howe 

said. “They’re moving the ball quick-

ly. They’re anticipating where their 

teammates are going to be. They’re 

understanding how to find the open 

spot when they need to, the things 

we talk about every day in practice. 

I couldn’t be happier with what I’m 

seeing.”
OV Coach Greg Hughes was less 

pleased with his Otters. He accurately 

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School senior Maisie Newbury, right, climbs a hill at Rikert Nordic Center in Ripton Saturday during the opening race 

of the season for the Tiger Nordic Ski teams. Newbury placed 42nd in the 10-team race; the Middlebury girls’ team was fifth.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

JUNIOR OWEN PALCSIK skied to sixth place in Saturday’s race at Rik-

ert Nordic Center in Ripton, making him the second Tiger to cross the 

finish line.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

MUHS JUNIOR GABE Cason, left, crosses the finish line Saturday morning with a Breadloaf Campus building looming in the background, and 

classmate Malia Hodges, right, skates past spectators at the season opening race at Rikert Nordic Center in Ripton. Hodges led the MUHS girls’ 

team with a fourth-place finish.

Independent photos/John S. McCright
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2019: National 
parks and the 

shutdown

(See Dickerson, Page 2B)

(See Schedule, Page 3B)

RICHMOND — Three Middle-
bury Union High School skiers and 
one Mount Abraham independent 
posted top-10 results at a skate-style 
Nordic meet hosted by U-32 at the 
Bolton Valley Backcountry and 
Nordic Sports Center in Richmond 
on Saturday.

Tiger Jack Christner won the boys’ 
race in 17:48.60 and teammate Elvis 
McIntosh finished second. 

Mount Abe’s Addy Harris took 
fifth in the girls’ race, and MUHS 
skier Malia Hodges was sixth. 

Four Nordic skiers 
net top-10 finishes

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/9 MUHS at S. Burlington ................... Ppd.
Girls’ Basketball

1/8 VUHS vs. MUHS ...........................47-19
1/8 Mt. Abe vs. Colchester ...................64-50
1/8 OV vs. Woodstock .........................64-36

Boys’ Basketball
1/7 Mt. Abe vs. Winooski .....................72-26
1/9 MUHS at Fair Haven .......... Ppd. to 1/10
1/9 Mill River at VUHS .............. Ppd. to 1/10
1/9 OV at Burr & Burton ............ Ppd. to 1/10

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/8 Midd. vs. Potsdam .............................2-1
Women’s Basketball

1/8 Westfield State vs. Midd. ...............84-79
Men’s Basketball

1/8 Midd. vs. Widener ..........................95-75

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/19 MUHS at Rice ......................... 5:20 PM
Boys’ Hockey

1/12 S. Burlington at MUHS ................ 7 PM
1/19 St. Albans at MUHS ..................... 7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
1/11 Burr & Burton at MUHS ............... 7 PM
1/11 OV at Mt. Anthony ........................ 7 PM
1/11 VUHS at Mt. Abe .......................... 7 PM
1/14 VUHS at Winooski ....................... 7 PM
1/15 OV at Burr & Burton ..................... 7 PM
1/18 Mt. Abe at Mill River ..................... 7 PM

ScheduleSchedule
Dance champs

THE MIDDLEBURY UNION High School dance team performs their Hip Hop routine in 
a competition at Missisquoi Valley Union High School this past Friday, with senior Suzie 
Klemmer (left) and junior Martine Limoge breakin’ it down. The Tigers prevailed over five 
other teams (including a tiebreaker win over BFA-St. Albans) in the Hip Hop discipline, 
and finished second to Colchester in Jazz. MUHS will dance in a competition at Colchester 
this Friday evening and host an event on Jan. 25 at 7 p.m.

St. Albans Messenger photos/Josh Kaufmann

I’ve been thinking a lot about 
national parks lately. 

One reason is that in a few days 
I’ll be heading to Acadia National 
Park for a four-day trip with 12 
college students who are taking my 
class on narrative non-fiction nature 
writing. I’m a little nervous about the 

weather we might 
encounter in 
January on the 
coast of Maine, 
and how that will 
impact various 
planned field trips 
around Mount 
Desert Island. I’m 

even more nervous because of the 
impact on the park (and on our visit) 
of the current federal government 
shutdown. 

The shutdown is another of the 
reasons I’ve been thinking about our 
national parks. Since the National Park 
Service is part of the U.S. Department 
of Interior, park service workers are 
federal employees, meaning they are 
not getting paid and aren’t allowed 
to work. Although stories about the 
implications of this may be buried 
under a lot of other stories about the 
shutdown, the negative consequences 
in the parks — “wounds” might be 
a better word — are not trivial and 
could take years to heal. 

Consider, for example, all the 
conservation efforts that have been 
made in parks (Yellowstone, Glacier 
and Yosemite are prime examples) to 
keep animals (such as grizzly bears) 
from becoming acclimated to humans 
as food sources. This is important for 
safety of bear and human alike. 

Now consider a park where 
humans are still visiting and dumping 
trash including food wastes, but 
nobody is actually taking care of all 
that. Imagine 20 or 30 or 40 bears 

VUHS wins 
races at 
track meet

BURLINGTON — Vergennes 
Union High School indoor track 
team athletes won two events and 
placed well in several others at a Sat-
urday meet hosted by the University 
of Vermont. 

Commodore runner Ben Huston 
won the Division II boys’ 1,000-me-
ter race, and he joined Erich Reitz, 
Gabe Praamsma and Wade Mullin 
to win the four-by-800-meter boys’ 
relay. 

Mullin also finished second in the 
boys’ 600, while Reitz was third at 
1,500 meters and fourth at 1,000. 
The Commodore 4x400 relay team 
of Ezekiel Palmer, Spencer Hurlburt, 
Xander DeBlois and Mullin also 
finished second. 

The best result posted by the 
smaller VUHS girls’ contingent 
came from Marin Howell, who was 
fifth at 600 meters. 

The full results of local athletes, 
including some members of the 
Middlebury Union club team, were: 

• Boys’ 4x800: 1.VUHS, 9:00.08 
(Huston, Reitz, Praamsma, Mullin). 

• Girls’ 55: 9. Cedar Winslow, 
VUHS, 8.35; 14. Trinity Bryant, 
MUHS, 8.51; 17. Emily Pottinger, 
MUHS, 8.59.

• Boys’ 55: 9. Palmer, VUHS, 
7.29; 24. DeBlois, VUHS, 7.69; 32. 
Andrew Woods, VUHS, 8.03. 

• Boys’ 1,500: 3. Reitz, VUHS, 
(See Track, Page 3B)

Basketball
teams earn 
victories

(See Basketball, Page 3B)

ADDISON COUNTY — In local 
high school basketball action earlier 
this week, the Mount Abraham boys 
and girls and the Otter Valley girls all 
picked up victories.

The Vergennes girls hosted 
Middlebury on Tuesday; see story 
on Page 1B. Other games scheduled 
for Wednesday were postponed after 
school was closed due to the ice and 
snow..
EAGLE GIRLS

On Tuesday the Eagle girls picked 
up their fifth straight win by defeating 
Division I host Colchester, 54-40. 
The 6-2 defending D-II champion 
Eagles have moved into third place 
in the D-II standings. Against the 1-6 
Lakers they used a 15-8 edge to open 
the second half to take charge. Jalen 
Cook put in a game-high 16 points 
for the Eagles.

Mount Abe will host the 3-3 
Commodores on Friday at 7 p.m. 
OTTER GIRLS

On Tuesday Alia Edmunds 
recorded 19 points and 11 rebounds 
to help spark the Otter girls past 
visiting Woodstock 64-36. It was 
Edmunds’ second straight double-

HARTFORD — The Middlebury 
College men’s hockey team dropped 
two road games this past weekend to 
two of the top three teams in the NES-
CAC standings. The Panthers (5-6-1, 
3-4-1 NESCAC) return to action on 
Friday with a 7 p.m. non-conference 
game at Plattsburgh State.

On this past Saturday host Trinity 
blanked the Panthers, 4-0, scoring 
three times in the first period. The 

Bantams improved to 7-3-2, 3-2-1 
NESCAC.

Trinity got first-period goals from 
Taggart Corriveau, Eric Benshadle 
and Liam Feeney, with Feeney’s 
coming on a power play. Ryan Pfef-
fer tallied 2:41 into the third period 
to complete the scoring. 

Middlebury goalie Brian Ketch-
abaw finished with a season-high 
39 saves, while Bantam netminder 

Jonah Capriotti stopped all 24 shots 
he faced. The Panthers failed to 
capitalize on seven power plays.

That came a day after host Wes-
leyan (5-3-1, 5-0-1 NESCAC) broke 
open a 1-0 game late in the second 
period in a 5-1 win over the Panthers.

Spencer Fox netted a rebound 1:36 
into the second period to make it 1-0. 
Goals by Vincent Lima and Luke 
Babcock 1:17 apart late in the period 

made it 3-0. 
Panther Kamil Tkaczuk converted 

a wraparound 1:23 into the third 
period, but a Tyler Kobryn rebound 
goal 36 seconds later stalled any po-
tential Middlebury momentum, and 
the Cardinals added an empty netter. 
Cardinal goalie Tim Sestak made 34 
saves, while Adam Wisco (25 stops 
in 53:56) and Ketchabaw (four saves 
in 5:17) shared time for Middlebury. 

Men’s hockey drops league games on road

Commodores cruise past Tiger girls
MUHS hangs tough early in setback

(See VUHS, MUHS, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Middlebury 

Union High School girls’ basketball 
team hung with host Vergennes for 
a quarter and a half on Tuesday, but 
the Commodores used their size and 
experience to steadily 
pull away for a 47-19 
victory.

Tiger freshman Ivy 
Doran scored five 
unanswered points early 
in the second quarter, 
a stretch in which the 
MUHS pressure defense 
also was frustrating the 
Commodores, who 
turned the ball over 14 
times in the first half. 

Those points pulled MUHS to 
within 13-9 at 5:00, and gave the 
Tigers — who have five freshmen 
sharing regular minutes with four 
seniors and three juniors — some 
hope they could pull out their first 
victory. 

But the Commodores, who have 
now won three of four to improve 
to 3-3, had other ideas, although it 
still took them a while to get into 
synch. They ramped up the defensive 
intensity and shut the Tigers out over 

the final five minutes of 
the half and gradually 
asserted themselves on 
offense.

First, they took 
advantage of Tiger 
foul trouble, and 
Commodore sophomore 
forward Kate Gosliga 
and junior guard Emily 
Rooney each hit three 
free throws over the 
next 2:15. 

Then the Commodores 
remembered they had four players on 
their roster (Gosliga, seniors Brianna 
Vander Wey and Emma Bryant, and 
junior Sophie Hatch) who offer more 
size than the Tigers strongest post 

“We spent an 
hour at practice 
yesterday just 
on rebounding, 
and it showed a 
little bit today.”

— Coach
Billy Waller

TIGER JUNIOR RILEY O’Neil marks Vergennes freshman Felicia Poir-
ier as she dribbles down the court during the Commodores’ win over 
rivals Middlebury on Tuesday.

Independent photo/Steve James

VERGENNES UNION HIGH School senior Ciara McClay and Middlebury junior Riley O’Neil tussle for a loose ball in the paint during the Tuesday’s 
game in Vergennes. The Commodores prevailed, 47-19.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Women’s hockey miracle just one of sports’ joys

(See Kirkaldy, Page 2B)

(See Schedule, Page 2B)

Tiger dancers earn two bronzes
By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The Middle-

bury Union High School dance 
team finished third in the state in 
both of its disciplines at the Ver-
mont championship competition, 
staged this past Saturday evening 
at Vergennes Union High School.The Tiger squad fared well in 

statewide competitions in both 
the Hip Hop and Jazz disciplines 
with strong performances, trailing 
only winner Mount Mansfield and 
runner-up Lamoille in both events. Springfield took fourth in Hip 

Hop, and South Burlington was 
fourth in Jazz. South Burlington won the 

Pom competition, followed by 
Colchester, Mount Anthony and 
Springfield. The Tigers have routinely 

placed in the top three in their 
competitions this winter. 

The top four teams in each 
discipline on Saturday qualified to 
compete in the New England cham-

pionships, to be held on March 9 at 
Braintree High School in Braintree, 
Mass.

Mayer, other locals excel at wrestling state meet

BRUNSWICK, Maine — The 
Middlebury College women’s bas-
ketball team lost to host Bowdoin, 
84-58, in a NESCAC semifinal on 
Saturday, but the 19-7 Panthers were 
awarded an NCAA Division III tour-
nament bid on Monday. The Panthers will participate in 

a four-team regional hosted by De-
Sales (25-2) in Center Valley, Penn. 
They will play John Carroll (22-6) on 
Friday at 5 p.m., and almost certainly 
play the host school on Saturday at 
7 p.m. if they prevail in the opening 
game. Middlebury has no common 
foes with John Carroll. DeSales won 
a close game with NESCAC school 
Trinity on a neutral court, while 
Middlebury split two close games 
with Trinity on its home court.  On this past Saturday Bowdoin, 

which had to rally for a four-point 
regular-season win at Middlebury, 
had little trouble this time around. A 
mid-quarter first-period run helped 
the Polar Bears to a 21-14 first-pe-
riod lead, and Bowdoin stretched the 
advantage to 43-26 at the break by 
forcing 15 first-half Panther turn-
overs. Bowdoin led by as many as 29 
in the second half.Kira Waldman led Middlebury 

with 17 points, Maya Davis recorded 
10 points and 11 rebounds, and Col-
leen Caveney finished with 13 points 
and three steals.All five Bowdoin starters finished 

in double figures, led by 20 points 
from Samantha Roy, who added four 
assists and four steals.  Amherst upset Bowdoin on Sun-

day for the playoff title, dealing the 
26-1 Polar Bears, then the No. 1 team 
in NCAA D-III, their first setback. 

Women’s hoop earns NCAA bid

(See State meet, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDYESSEX — Mount Abraham 
Union High School senior Roman 
Mayer won his second state 
championship and was named the 
Most Outstanding Wrestler at the 
Vermont championship meet for 
the second time to highlight area 
wrestlers’ efforts this past weekend 
at host Essex High School. Mayer cruised to the 126-pound 

title with two pins, including one 
over St. Johnsbury’s Zack Hebert 
in the final, and a technical fall. In 
2017 he won the 120-pound title 
and his first Outstanding Wrestler 
nod as a sophomore. The only other 
Mount Abe wrestler to earn the top 
honor at a state meet was Carl Boss 
in 1971. Mayer finished his senior season 

with a 45-3 record, with the 
losses coming in top out-of-state 

tournaments, and set a new Mount 
Abe mark for career wins at 182-27. 
He and the meet’s other top-three 

finishers — Eagle senior Kevin 
Pearsall and Otter Valley’s David 

Tiger boys’ hockey falls to Rice in 
key contest

GLASSBORO, N.J. — The Mid-
dlebury College men’s basketball 
team was awarded an NCAA Divi-
sion III tournament bid on Monday, 
and the 18-7 Panthers this weekend 
will participate in a four-team re-
gional hosted by Rowan University 
in Glassboro, N.J.The Panthers, the NESCAC 

regular-season co-champions, on 
Friday at 5:30 p.m. will face Nichols 
(25-2), from Dudley, Mass., the 
Commonwealth Coast Conference 
champion. Nichols, ranked No. 15 in 
the Feb. 17 D3hoops.com poll, owns 
wins over two NESCAC teams that 
defeated that Panthers, Tufts (twice) 
and Wesleyan.If the Panthers get past Nichols 

they will almost certainly face host 
Rowan (21-6) on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
Rowan and Middlebury have one 
common opponent. Rowan defeated 
Keene State at Rowan, while Mid-
dlebury lost at home to Keene. 

Men’s basketball headed to tourney

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. — 
Second-seeded host Wesleyan 
on Saturday defeated the No. 7 
Middlebury College men’s hockey 
team, 4-1, in a NESCAC quarterfinal 
match, ending the Panthers’ season. Middlebury finished at 8-13-4, 

doubling its win total of a year ago, 
and made the postseason for the 
first time in three winters. The 16-
7-2 Cardinals moved to this coming 
weekend’s league final four. The Panthers outshot Wesleyan, 

31-23, but Wesleyan netminder Tim 
Sestak made 31 saves. Wesleyan 
took the lead in the first on a Spencer 
Fox rebound goal, in the second on 
a Jordan Rose blast and a Walker 
Harris rebound strike, and in the 
third on a Tyler Wyatt goal. Michael Fahie one-timed a pass 

from Kamil Tkaczuk home at 5:58 
of the third to make it 4-1. Panther 
goalie Brian Ketchabaw made 18 
saves.

Wesleyan ousts Panther skaters

(See Hockey, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDYMIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team took a painful 
home loss on Monday, 2-1 to Rice, 
that could have cost the Tigers home 
ice in the upcoming playoffs. The fourth-place Tigers dropped 

to 8-8-3 with the loss to the 7-10-2 
Raiders and were set to host first-
place Essex on Wednesday night.Unless they defeated or tied 

first-place Essex on Wednesday 
night (played after deadline for the 
sports section), fifth-place South 
Burlington (8-10-1) was in position 
to pass MUHS in the standings by 
defeating eighth-place Champlain 
Valley at home on Wednesday. That would mean the Wolves would host the Tigers in a quarterfinal. The Tigers could have clinched fourth place with a win over Rice on Monday. But Rice took 

a one-goal lead while outshooting 
the Tigers by 13-6 in the first period, 
and then snapped a 1-1 tie late in the 
second period with a power-play goal 
after one of seven Tiger penalties. Yes, said Tiger Coach Derek 

Bartlett, the referees were erratic 
— they struggled to get icing and 
offsides calls correct. But Bartlett 
said the Tigers did not start strong or 
adjust to the way the game was being 
officiated.

“We were slow out of the gate 
right from the get-go,” Bartlett said. 
“I thought the second period was 
better for us. We got a little more 

“We were slow out of the gate right from the get-go.”— Tiger Coach Derek Bartlett

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTSGirls’ Hockey2/27 MUHS at Burr & Burton .................LateBoys’ Hockey2/25 Rice vs. MUHS ................................2-1
2/27 Essex at MUHS .............................LateGirls’ BasketballDivision II Playoffs2/26 #1 Mt. Abe vs. #16 Wdstock ..........40-8

2/26 #4 Lake Region vs. #13 OV .........54-44
2/27 #12 VUHS at #5 Randolph ............LateBoys’ Basketball2/25 Enosburg vs. VUHS .....................45-37

2/25 MUHS vs. Milton ..........................68-52
2/26 Woodstock vs. OV .......................59-50

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTSGirls’ Hockey2/28...................Playoff Pairings AnnouncedBoys’ Hockey2/28...................Playoff Pairings AnnouncedGirls’ BasketballDivision II Playoffs3/1 #8 U32 at #1 Mt. Abe ..................... 7 PM
3/1 VUHS/Randolph at L. Region ........ 7 PM
3/4 Semi at Barre Aud .................... 8:15 PM
3/9 Final at Aud. .............................. 3:45 PMBoys’ Basketball2/28 MUHS at St. Albans ..................... 7 PM

2/28 Mt. Abe at VUHS ......................... 7 PM
3/1 MSJ at OV ..................................... 7 PM
3/2 Missisquoi at MUHS ................11:30 AM
3/4.....................Playoff Pairings AnnouncedNordic2/28............. Skate State Meet at Craftsbury

3/4...................  Classic State Meet at RikertCOLLEGE SPORTSWomen’s HockeyNESCAC Final Four at Williams
3/2 #5 Amherst vs. #1 Williams ........... 1 PM
3/2 #3 Hamilton vs. #2 Midd. ............... 4 PM
3/3 Final ............................................... 2 PMWomen’s BasketballNCAA D-III Regional at DeSales

3/1 Midd. vs. John Carroll .................... 5 PM
3/1 DeSales vs. Shenandoah .............. 7 PM

ScheduleSchedule

When the clock stopped with 
16 seconds left in the third period 
of Saturday’s NESCAC women’s 
hockey quarterfinal, a beefy student 
in the front row wearing a Middlebury 
College sweatshirt, maybe 15 feet 
away from us, turned to the crowd 
and expressed perfectly what we all 
felt: 

“Holy bleep.”The Panthers, many of them his 
friends, had just scored twice in 
21 seconds to wipe out a two-goal deficit. Their net, 200 feet away at the other end of Chip Kenyon Arena, stood unguarded — goalie Lin Han watched from the bench, possibly mouthing those 

same words. Her team would win in overtime, 
scoring 2:23 into the extra session. 
That would be three goals in three 
minutes for a team that had scored 
just three times during something 
about as unlikely as those two goals 
in 21 seconds — four straight losses 
for a team that is now 578-154-45 
with Coach Bill Mandigo behind the 
bench. The Panthers will try to build 
a new winning streak this weekend in 
the NESCAC final four at Williams.There’s a larger point here. This 

is one of the beauties of sport. It’s 
unscripted. You really don’t know 
what will happen. Sure, we can be stunned to find out 

that Bruce Willis was dead all along 
or that Rosebud was Kane’s sled. 
But by now we’re all programmed to 
expect the surprise twist in a movie 
or on TV. Most of us can spot the 
murderer in a detective show coming 
down Broadway.But the almost 600 people in 

Kenyon Arena this past Saturday 
achieved a catharsis, a spontaneous 
release of delighted surprise and 
emotion not easily found anywhere 
outside of a rink, stadium or field.Something Bill said also stuck with 

me. He said in all his years in hockey 
he had never seen anything like it.It’s not like I took it as a challenge, 

but I’ve seen a lot over the years, too. 
What has been close?

MOUNT ABE SENIOR Roman Mayer takes down one of his three victims on the way to his 126-pound championship at Saturday’s state cham-

pionship wrestling meet in Essex. Mayer won his second title and earned his second nod as a state meet Most Outstanding Wrestler. The Eagles 

finished fifth as a team, best among local schools.

Photo by Paul Lamontagne/Vermont Sports Images

EAGLE SENIOR KEVIN Pearsall, top, works to control VUHS senior Brady Gebo in their 220-pound match 

for third place in Saturday’s state championship meet in Essex. Pearsall, one of five Eagles to reach the po-

dium, eventually pinned Gebo.

Photo courtesy of Josh Kaufmann/St. Albans Messenger

THE MUHS DANCE team, shown here in during their Hip Hop performance, finished third in both 

the Hip Hop and Jazz disciplines at the state high school dance championship competition, hosted by 

Vergennes Union High School on Saturday. The Tiger squad qualified to compete in the upcoming New 

England competition. 

Photos courtesy of Sean Farrell

THE TIGER DANCERS finished third both in the Hip Hop discipline, 

shown here, and the Jazz discipline, at Saturday’s state champion-

ship competition at VUHS. The Tiger team excelled in those two dis-

ciplines all winter.

Good Luck and have a Great Season!
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
The Mount Abe track and field 

team might have an edge this 
year on its Tiger and Commodore 
counterparts. After all, the Eagles 
have a track.

If the Eagle Track Co-Coaches 
Eva Friend and Nate Reynolds’ 
team does square off with its 
county rivals, it should be a 
good meet. Like the Tigers, the 
Eagles are a young group with 
strong turnout and enthusiasm; 
and the Commodores bring some 
experience and speed to the track. 

Three athletes returning for the 
Eagles after qualifying for the 
2019 Division-II state meet are 
sprinter Branden Reynolds and 
throwers Eliza Bent and Abigail 
Roy. All three posted top-10 
finishes two years ago. 

Coach Ed Cook of the Mount 
Abe-VUHS cooperative boys’ 
lacrosse team has five returners, 
four of whom were starters in 
2019, that give the 2021 team 
a good place to start and be 
competitive this spring, although 
the Eagles took their lumps in 
their first couple outings. 

That quintet includes two 
defenders, junior Carmelo Miceli 
and senior Quincy Cook; senior 
midfielder Griffin Paradee; senior 
attacker Liam Oxford; and senior 
goalie Aidan Danyow, who saw 
action between the pipes two 
years ago. Senior Jack Chaput 
also saw time as a midfielder in 
2019.

The Eagles played strong 
defense in their opening loss to 
Hartford April 17, and showed 
flashes offensively even though 
Oxford and Chaput had to miss 
the game. 

Coach Jeff Stetson and his 2019 
senior-laden baseball team were 
justifiably eyeing a run at a D-II 
title. That didn’t pan out for the 
obvious reason, but at least that 
group was able to play together 
over the summer and win a state 
senior Babe Ruth championship.

Not all graduated, though: 2021 

seniors Ryan Whitcomb, Colby 
Lathrop and Will Vichi gained 
valuable varsity experience in 
2019, and Stetson believes there’s 
plenty of depth and talent among 
the one more senior, six juniors 
and three sophomores on this 
season’s roster.

The Eagles opened this season 
with a D-I home loss, but picked 
up a spirited road win in their 
second game. 

Then there’s the springtime 
D-II dynasty that the Eagle 
softball team has become, with 
four straight trips to the final and 
wins in the past three. 

How about four? There won’t 
be veterans at all the positions, 

but there are key returners. Senior 
Cami Willsey saw action on the 
mound two years ago, but might 
devote her time to catching and 
make way for talented sophomore 
hurlers Eve McCormick and 
Payton Vincent. 

The Eagles are young. The 
only seniors are versatile veterans 
Cami Masse, who can play almost 
anywhere on the diamond but 
looks to hold down first base, and 
Karissa Livingston, who looks to 
be headed to the outfield.

The Eagles dropped their 
opener to D-I powerhouse 
Missisquoi, but who’s going 
to bet against Coach Donnie 
McCormick’s crew in D-II? 

Spring Sport Rosters

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Baseball Team

Coach: Jeff Stetson
Name	 Grade
Colby Lathrop	 12
Zeke Savage	 12
Will Vicci	 12
Ryan Whitcomb	 12
Owen Bromley	 11
Neil Guy	 11
Tanner Harris	 11
Adam Mansfield	 11
Carter Monks	 11
Ethan Thompson	 11
Joe Graziadei	 10
Gus Hill	 10
Chance Denecker	 10

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Softball Team

Coach: Don McCormick
Name	 Grade
Karissa Livingston	 12
Camilienne Masse	 12
Natalie Chase	 11
Isabella Powell	 11
Cami Willsey	 11
Alyssa Whitcomb	 11
Gabrielle LaFreniere	 10
Dakota Larocque	 10
Eve McCormick	 10
Lucy Parker	 10
Isabella Robideau	 10
Payton Vincent	 10
Madelyn Hayden	 9

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Boys’ Lacrosse Team

Coach: Ed Cook
Name	 Grade
Jack Chaput	 12
Quincy Cook	 12
Aidan Danyow	 12
Koby LaRose	 12
Latham Lomax	 12
Grayson Lyons	 12
Liam Oxford	 12
Griffin Paradee	 12
Collin Dupoise	 11
Jade Edwards	 11
Evan Jennison	 11
Billy Lyons	 11
Carmelo Miceli	 11
Taylor Stearns	 11
Henry Anderson	 10
Sawyer Shepard	 10
Giles Heilman	 9
Sawyer Leonard	 9
Iain Olsen	 9

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Track and Field Team

Coaches: Nate Reynolds, Eva Friend
Name	 Grade
Shea Cravens	 12
Liam Davison	 12
Louisa Funk	 12
Eliana Ginsburg	 12
Emmaline Heilman	 12
Latham Lomax	 12
Branden Reynolds	 12
Abigail Roy	 12
Isaiah Szczecinski	 12
Hugh Ball	 11
Eliza Bent	 11
Madeline Donaldson	 11
Noah Engvall	 11
Abigail Johnson	 11
Gavin Kouwenhoven	 11
Tristan Parker	 11
Alexander Yaggy	 11

Sadie Alderman	 10
Gavin Bannister	 10
Sean Davison	 10
Olivia Devino	 10
Nathaniel Gustin	 10
Jordan Hall	 10
Ruby Hall	 10
Maisy Hill	 10
William Illiff	 10
Dustin Lavigne	 10
Andrew Lester	 10
Ryan Marcotullio	 10
Tristan Pudvah	 10
Owen Reynolds	 10
Evan Roy	 10
Abigail Sturtevant	 10
Abel Atocha	 9
Joseph Darling	 9
Mason Frazier	 9
Teagan Obarski	 9
Michael Sayre	 9

Make that spoonful the

BEST it can be with
MONUMENT FARMS MILK!

skim milk
1% milk
2% milk

whole milk

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Road  |  Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119  |  MonumentFarms.com

May 16, 2021 

Lake Dunmore, 
Vermont

25% Discount on all events for Vermont Sun members!

RUN

388-6888   •   VermontSun.com

We’re thrilled to be planning for our 2021 run
and offer a needed goal to help fuel your training!

 Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel the beauty of our courses
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

HALF MARATHON5k, 10k &
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Spring Sport Schedules
Mount Abraham Union High School

Varsity Softball
Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/23	 Missisquoi	 L, 12-2
4/27	 @ VUHS	 4:30 p.m.
4/29	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/1	 @ Rice	 11 a.m.
5/4	 BFA Fairfax	 4:30 a.m.
5/5	 Otter Valley	 4:30 p.m.
5/6	 Spaulding	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 @ MUHS	 11 a.m.
5/11	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/13	 Rice	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 VUHS	 11 a.m.
5/18	 @ Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 @ BFA Fairfax	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 @ Spaulding	 11 a.m.
5/24	 Missisquoi	 4:30 p.m.
5/25	 MUHS	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 @ Milton	 4:30 p.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Baseball

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/20	 Burlington	 L, 10-2
4/24	 @ Mississquoi	 11 a.m.
4/27	 @ VUHS	 4:30 p.m.
5/1	 Spaulding	 11 a.m.
5/4	 Enosburg	 4:30 p.m.
5/5	 Otter Valley	 4:30 p.m.
5/8	 @ VUHS	 11 a.m.
5/11	 Milton	 4:30 p.m.
5/13	 Mississquoi	 4:30 p.m.
5/15	 VUHS	 11 a.m.
5/18	 @ Enosbug	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 @ Spaulding	 11 a.m.
5/24	 Mt. Mansfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 @ Milton	 4:30 p.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Track & Field

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/30	 @ Colchester	 3:30 p.m.
5/5	 @ Milton	 3:30 p.m.
5/8	 @ Burlington Invitational	9 a.m.
5/10	 @ MIlton	 3:30 p.m.
5/11	 Home Meet	 3:45 p.m.
5/21	 @ Burlington	 3:30 p.m.
5/29	 @ Essex Invitational	 9 a.m.
5/21	 @ CVU	 3:30 p.m.
6/1	 @ Mt. Mansfield	 3:30 p.m.
6/5	 @State Championships
		  9:30 a.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Boys’ Lacrosse

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/17	 Hartford	 11 a.m.
4/24	 Rice	 11 a.m.
4/26	 BFA Fairfax	 4 p.m.
4/28	 Spaulding	 4 p.m.
5/1	 @ St. Johnsbury	 3 p.m.
5/4	 @ Stowe	 4:30 p.m.
5/7	 Colchester (@ VUHS)	4:30 p.m.
5/15	 @ Harwood	 11 a.m.
5/18	 @ Montpelier	 4:30 p.m.
5/21	 U-32	 4:30 p.m.
5/25	 @ Milton	 4:30 p.m.

Have a
Great Season!

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:  

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL SPRING
SPORTS TEAMS!

HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION
WILL MAKE YOU CHAMPIONS! 125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT

FUEL DELIVERY
388-4975

185 Exchange St., Middlebury

PLUMBING•HEATING•A/C      
HEAT PUMPS•WATER SYSTEMS

BIO DIESEL • K1 KEROSENE 
FUEL OIL •GASOLINE • DIESEL

453-2325
PLUMBING • HEATING

Call us for spring cleaning and maintenance. 
We’ll clean and service your heating system 

and fix your leaky faucets!

For All Your Plumbing & Heating Needs!
You Can Count on The Hometown Favorites to Deliver.

More than 10,000 loyal customers depend on our team. 
With 8 service vans and 7 fuel delivery trucks, 

count on us for prompt and reliable service.

   cvplumbingheating.com      champlainvalleyfuels.com

Wishing Ryan Whitcomb, 
the Mt. Abraham Eagles, and all student 

athletes a great season ahead!

Voted #1
Plumbing & Heating Co.

in the Region!

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 7pm  •  Sunday 10am-4pm
Redemption Closes 1 Hour Prior  •  21 Prince Lane, Bristol  •  453-3990

We'll be cheering on all local 
sports teams this season!
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
Spring of 2019 saw plenty of 

success for Otter Valley sports 
teams, none more so than for the 
baseball squad. The Otters earned 
the No. 1 seed in D-II before falling 
to Fair Haven in a close final. 

Only one player, senior catcher 
Alex Polli, returns from that 
squad, but there are 37 players in 
the program, including another 
four seniors — Lane Eddy, Lucias 
Sheldrick, Dylan Gaboriault and 
Parker Todd — and six juniors, 
many of them varsity athletes in 
other sports.

Coach Mike Howe will 
emphasize fundamentals, and word 
has it that there are decent pitchers 
among those who signed up. The 
Otters should be competitive — and 
they proved it by rallying past D-I 
rival Rutland in their opener. 

Right behind the baseball team 
in 2019 was the OV softball team, 
which earned D-II’s No. 2 seed and 
lost to Mount Abe in the D-II final. 

The program lost many key 
players to graduation, but strong 
turnout should boost Coach Kelly 
Trayah’s Otters, as well as overall 
quickness and athleticism. 

There are three seniors with 2019 
experience: shortstop Mia Politano, 
first baseman Jadynn Pope and 
catcher Josie Cone. MacKenzie 
McKay could lead a deep pitching 
rotation that will also feature 

Otter Valley Union High School

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Baseball Team

Coach: Michael Howe
Name	 Grade
Lane Eddy	 12
Dylan Gaboriault	 12
Alexander Polli	 12
Lucias Sheldrick	 12
Parker Todd	 12
Ethan Blow	 11
Jared Brutkoski	 11
Tanner Brutkoski	 11
Michael Dame	 11
Brady Diaz	 11
Fraser Pierpont	 11
Jordan Beayon	 10
Matthew Greeno	 10
Andrew McEnerny	 10
Caleb Whitney	 10

Otter Valley Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse Team

Coach: Matthew Clark
Name	 Grade
Jakob Stevens	 12
David Williams	 12
Hayden Bernhardt	 11
Austin Cormany	 11
Domanic Davis	 11
Isaac Derepentigny	 11
Cooper Johnson	 11
Samuel Martin	 11
Matthew Moseley	 11
Daniel O’Brien	 11
Evan Thomas	 11
Kieran Williams	 11
Benjamin Marks	 10
Thomas Politano	 10
Simon Martin	 9
Brady McDonough	 9
Sawyer Tinsman	 9

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Softball Team

Coach: Kelly Trayah
Name	 Grade
Josie Cone	 12
Niya Hall	 12
Jessica Malbon	 12
Mia Politano	 12
Jadynn Pope	 12
Virgil Chapin	 11
Marissa Connors	 11
Emily Hutchins	 11
Riley Keith	 11
Faith Scarborough	 11
Bryn Blanchard	 10
Sydney Gallo	 10
Alexis Hayes	 10
Ryleigh LaPorte	 10
Mackenzie McKay	 10
Grace O’Connell	 10

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Baseball

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/17	 @ Rutland	 W, 7-2 
4/20	 @ Fair Haven	 L, 12-2
4/27	 Hartford	 4:30 p.m.
4/29	 Green Mountain	 4:30 p.m.
5/4	 Windsor	 4:30 p.m.
5/5	 @ Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
5/10	 @ Burr & Burton	 4:30 p.m.
5/12	 Mt. Anthony	 4:30 p.m.
5/14	 Fair Haven	 4:30 p.m.
5/18	 @ Windsor	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 Springfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 @ Brattleboro	 11 a.m.
5/25	 @ Green Mountain	 4:30 p.m.
5/27	 Rutland	 4:30 p.m.
5/29	 @ Hartford	 7 p.m.

Otter Valley Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/19	 @ BFA Fairfax	 L, 16-3
4/22	 Hartford	 4 p.m.
4/24	 @ Brattleboro	 11 a.m.
4/27	 @ Woodstock	 4 p.m.
4/30	 Stratton	 4 p.m.
5/4	 Montpelier	 4 p.m.
5/7	 BFA Fairfax	 4 p.m.
5/14	 @ Rutland	 4 p.m.
5/17	 Burr & Burton	 4 p.m.
5/27	 @ Mt. Abraham	 4 p.m.
5/29	 @ Green Mountain	 11 a.m.

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Softball

Date	 Opponent/Event	 Time
4/20	 @ Fair Haven	 L, 4-9
4/22	 @ Mt. Abraham	 postponed
4/27	 @ Hartford	 7 p.m.
4/29	 @ Springfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/1	 Green Mountain	 4:30 p.m.
5/4	 Windsor	 4:30 p.m.
5/5	 @ Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
5/6	 @ White River Junction	 4 :30 
p.m.
5/10	 Rutland	 4:30 p.m.
5/12	 Mt Anthony	 4:30 p.m.
5/14	 Fair Haven	 4:30 p.m.
5/18	 @ Windsor	 4:30 p.m.
5/19	 Mt. Abraham	 4:30 p.m.
5/20	 Springfield	 4:30 p.m.
5/22	 @ Brattleboro	 11 a.m.
5/27	 @ Burr & Burton	 4:30 p.m.
5/29	 Hartford	 11 a.m.

Miyiah Hall and Ryleigh LaPorte as 
OV looks to contend again — this 
season in D-III, where they could 
make some noise. 

AD Steve Keith said low numbers 
did not allow OV to field a girls’ 
tennis team this spring, but there 
were plenty of athletes to populate 
the OV boys’ lacrosse team, another 
group that enjoyed 2019. 

The Otter boys’ lax team two 
years ago posted a winning record 
that included a first-round playoff 

victory that preceded a 
3-2 quarterfinal setback 
to eventual champion 
Stowe. 

Coach Jesse Milliman 
resigned due to work and 
family reasons, Keith 
said. But he is confident 
that OV teacher Matt 
Clark, a former college 
player and assistant 
coach, can keep the 
momentum going with 
30 athletes signing up 
and an emphasis on skill 
development. 

Keith said he is 
optimistic: “We 
look forward with 
excitement for Coach 
Clark to maintain the 
level of success of 
the Otter Valley boys’ 
lacrosse program.” 

Rosters Schedules

Spring Sports

At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For more than 100 years, we’ve been 
providing protection for individuals, farms and businesses with a large network of local agents,

fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety practices, and affordable rates. 
At the Co-op, you’re a member not just a number.

Be a Member.
Not just a Number.

Member owned. Member committed.
(802) 388-7917   |   www.co-opinsurance.com | www.facebood.com/coopinsco
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